
Common name :- Yemen / Veiled Chameleon 

Latin name :- Chamaeleo calyptratus 

Size :- Females approximately 14" / 35cm.  Males approximately 18" / 45cm 

Distribution :- Yemen. 

Natural habitat :- Scrubland and open forest. 

Description :- A large chameleon with a high head casque on the males.  Males also have distinct 

calcars (heel spurs) that are apparent at birth so this species is very easy to sex. Males can be quite 

impressive animals, large with bright colours especially when excited.  Females tend to have a 

smaller casque and duller colours.  Only males are recommended as pets, as females are unsuitable 

unless specifically kept for breeding. 

Enclosure size :- Adult male Yemen chameleons would require a minimum of 3'x 2'x 18" enclosure, it 

is not recommended to house more than one animal together except for breeding. 

Heating and temperature :- A small heat mat to provide background temperature on 24 hrs a day, 

combined with a basking spot lamp on for 12 hours with a hotspot of approximately 85f/30c during 

the day is ideal for these lizards. 

Lighting :- Chameleons MUST have an appropriate ultra violet light.  The exact one required will 

depend on the size and type of enclosure they are kept in so please enquire when you are setting 

them up.  UV and basking lights should be kept on for approximately 12 hrs a day. 

Humidity :- These Chameleons require a reasonably high humidity, as they also need water droplets 

or moving water to drink regular (daily) spraying is important, adult Chameleons don't require daily 

spraying if provided with a waterfall. 

Substrate and decoration :- Bark chips or coir are the best substrates as they retain humidity well 

without getting mouldy. Branches should be variable in diameter and ideally narrow enough that the 

chameleons toes can reach around some of them.  Artificial plants are important as they will drink 

water droplets off them and make them feel more secure.  

Feeding and supplements :- Chameleons require regular feeding of insects.  Locusts and brown 

crickets seem to be a favourite although many will take black crickets, cockroaches, mealworms and 

wax worms which will give them variety in their diet. Some Yemen’s also appreciate some salad and 

a small amount of leafy salad is ideal.  ALL FOODS MUST BE DUSTED WITH AN APPROPRIATE 

CALCIUM/D3 VITAMIN SUPPLEMENT.  This is VITAL to the health of the chameleon. 

Possible problems :- The vast majority of problems with captive bred Yemen Chameleons are 

associated with incorrect set-up, lack of ultra-violet lighting and inadequate vitamins in the diet. 

Providing the above guidelines are followed Yemen’s are relatively problem free, although we would 

not recommend them as a first pet and are more suitable once some experience has been gained on 

a less demanding species.   



Handling :- Yemen’s do not like being handled, at best they tolerate it, but there is always the risk of 

them panicking causing them to fall and injure themselves.  They are best kept as a display animal. 


