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FIRESIDE NEWS 
Camp Fire Gulf Wind, Inc. PENSACOLA, FLORIDA 

October, November, December 2017 Issue  

Dear Colleagues, Friends, Youth 

and Families, 

As I write this to reflect on the 

past fiscal year July 2016-June 

2017, it is with satisfaction in work 

well done. More important, I am 

proud of our Organization for 

stepping up to challenges and 

meeting them. 

July 2016-June 2017 was a year of 

achievements and continued 

focus on achieving results critical 

for our success. A few of our 

highlights included: 

• Camp Fire Gulf Wind, Inc. was 

awarded two grants. The  

Thrive{ology} foundation 

through New York Life 

provided training and the Inter 

Action program to employ our 

proven methodology for 

helping youth to thrive. 

• In an age of too few system 

resources, we increased 

efficiencies through 

streamlined processes. This 

resulted in measurable 

increases in productivity. 

• Three Summer Camps 

provided fun and new skills for 

kids in two Northwest Florida 

counties. Through Camp Fire's 

Trail to Environment and Wise 

Old Willie programs, Camp 

Fire Camps continued to show 

growth each year. 

• The VPK program for 4-year-

olds continued to grow. The 

program is designed for 

children to have fun learning 

and prepare their future. 

Camp Fire is committed to our 

Promise to help youth lift their 

voices and shape the world, to 

light the fire within and help 

them develop to their fullest 

potential. 

Yes, July 2016-June 2017 was a 

great year! And as we launched 

into June 2017-July 2018, our 

commitment to increase our 

positive influence and serve more 

youth and families has never been 

stronger. Of course, we are still on 

a journey. Much work remains. 

Though Camp Fire values have 

not fundamentally changed since 

our Organization was founded in 

1910, our society, our youth, and 

our families have. Marching 

forward as one unified 

Organization, Camp Fire is ready 

to keep the fire within. 

Thank you for your continued 
support 
 
 
La-Vonne Haven 
Executive Dir/CEO 
Camp Fire Gulf Wind, Inc. 

October is National Bullying Prevention 
Month! Schools, organizations, and Camp Fire 
councils across the county will come together 
to educate communities on the impact of 
bullying and raise awareness for bullying 
prevention. Whether it’s wearing blue shirts 
on October 2, 2017 for “Blue Shirt Day” as 
promoted by www.stompoutbullying.org or 
wearing orange on October 25, 2017 for 
“Unity Day” as promoted by www.pacer.org, there are 
many fun and interesting activities and events taking 

place in throughout the nation.  

Camp Fire Gulf Wind, Inc. will support  anti-
bullying efforts by using the Peer Proof 
program one hour a week with our Camp Fire 
kids starting this October. Role-playing, 
honest discussion and communication tools 
will all help us learn to how to prevent, or deal 
with, bullying.  

Fireside Chat 

October is National Bullying Prevention Awareness Month  
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United Way Day of Caring October 13 
Again this year, Camp Fire is excited to participate in the United Way Day of Caring on 

October 13. Camp Fire extends a heartfelt thanks to United Way of Escambia County 

for their support. This October 13, United Way will paint doors at Camp Fire Century, 

help refresh the landscaping at  Camp Fire Headquarters on Creighton Road, and build 

borders on the playground at Camp Fire PSC. Last year included projects such as 

painting the curb stops at Camp Fire HQ (pictured at right), helping with the food 

storage at Camp Fire PSC and replacing playground sand at Camp Fire Century.  

October 
1—31 Bully Prevention 
Month 
5 World Teacher Day 
6 National Children's’ 
Day  
9 Columbus Day 
13 United Way Day of 
Caring 
16-31 Candy Sale 
16 Boss’ Day 
26 Lights on 
Afterschool 
31 Halloween 
November 
1 –30 Child Safety and 
Protection Month 
5 Daylight Saving Time 
ends 
8—10 Camp Fire 
Leadership Conference 

11 Veterans’ Day 
Parade 
13 –18 Camp Fire 
Parade of Trees 
20—24 Santa Rosa 
Schools Fall Break 
23-24 Escambia 
Schools Thanksgiving 
Break 
23 Thanksgiving Day 
24 Camp Fire Closed 
December  
7 Pearl Harbor Day 
9 Christmas Parade 
21 Winter Begins 
25—29 Christmas — 
Camp Fire Closed 
31 New Year’s Eve — 
Camp Fire Closed 
January  
1 Camp Fire Closed 

Pensacola Christmas Parade 12/9/2017 

Meet on Spring Street at 5 PM 

Camp Fire joins more than 8,000 communities and 1 
million Americans in celebrating afterschool programs for 
this year's Lights On Afterschool on October 26, 2017! 
This nationwide event, organized by the Afterschool 
Alliance, is sponsored in part by Camp Fire’s national 
organization. Lights On Afterschool calls attention to the 
importance of afterschool programs and the resources 
required to keep the lights on and the doors open. Camp 
Fire Gulf Wind, Inc. is proud to be a Lights On Afterschool 
partner. Too many American children—19.4 million—are 

missing out on afterschool opportunities. We will 
participate in Lights On Afterschool and help call 
attention to this important issue. 

Camp Fire Gulf Wind will celebrate at each facility.  For 
example, at Century, the theme for Camp Fire Century’s 
Lights on Afterschool is Blacklights on Afterschool; 
Glowing with Excitement!!! With glowing jello, cupcakes, 
and crafts like Neon Pumpkin Painting and decorating 
glow in the dark T-Shirts, Glow Tape Dance and Glow 
Ring Toss games, it is sure to be fun!  

Camp 
Fire Gulf  

Wind, 
Inc. 

Annual 

Candy 

Sale 

P’nuttles. S’mores ornaments, & 

chocolate bars available! 

October 16 –31, 2017 
Support Your Council!  

Call or come by Camp Fire office 

 to get yours to sell!  

850-476-1760 

Join the fun!!! 

Lights On After School October 26 

Calendar of Events 
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Camp Fire “I’m Taking Care” Milton 

Call Tammy Byrer at 850-564-1649 

 
6th—8th grade youth (at least 11 years old) 

One workbook provided and T-shirt included.  
I’m Taking Care is a Camp Fire Self-Reliance 

Babysitting program, designed for boys and 

girls at least 11 years old, in 6th -8th grade. It 

will teach youth babysitting skills such as basic 

care, safety measures, safe play with children, 

job ethics and business practices– learning 

valuable skills such as income tracking and 

customer care. Sign up at http://

www.campfirekidsfl.com/programs  

on our web site.  

Milton Camp Fire Club House  

5590 Byrom Street Milton, FL 

Date and Times TBA 

$20 for six 90-minute sessions 

Camp Fire Teens in Action, Milton 
Camp Fire’s Teens in Action leadership program gives teens the opportunity to give back and make a huge impact 

in their community. Teens in Action works because an organized group of teens—not Camp Fire staff and 

volunteers—decide how they want to serve their community. Group members make the decisions, plan their 

efforts, and implement their plan. Teens lead the program and make a difference for themselves and their 

community. Camp Fire is dedicated to helping youth and teens become leaders today. We teach them the skills 

they need by supporting them and helping them take action. And when teens see the results of their work, they 

thrive. As we always say, “at Camp Fire, it begins now.”  

TIA is an after-school club for middle and high school students. Tutoring, Field trips, service and learning are all 

part of this 4 day a week club. Teens in Action in Milton starts this fall. It will cost $35/week per student and you 

can reserve your place with the form on our web site at http://www.campfirekidsfl.com/programs or Call Tammy 

Byrer at 850-564-1649 

Parade of Trees 2017 
Mark your Calendars! The Camp Fire Parade of Trees will 

be from November 13 to 18, 2017 from 9 to 6 PM at a 

location in the East Hill area of 

Pensacola. The 2017 Parade of 

Trees celebrates many gifted 

local designers and decorators as 

they showcase their talents by 

creating a wondrous, festive 

atmosphere of uniquely 

decorated trees and wreaths. We 

will also have several Christmas 

décor items for sale. These 

amazing decorations will be 

auctioned or sold to raise funds 

to support the many community 

programs that Camp Fire utilizes to develop our children 

into future leaders. Camp Fire offers a supportive, positive 

environment that provides safe, fun, constructive 

activities for children and adults including:  Self-reliance, 

Community Family Clubs, Absolutely Incredible Kid Day, 

Child Care, Summer Camp, Teen Awareness and Baby 

Think it Over programs. 

Tell your friends and neighbors to come out to this once-in

-a-lifetime chance to find truly wonderful Christmas 

décor!!  

http://www.campfirekidsfl.com/programs
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Wild & Wise 2017  
Camp Fire memories to last a lifetime were made at our summer day camps in Pensacola, Century and Milton! It was all great fun! 

Splash Pad Fun in 

Century  

Kindness Rocks 

in Century 

Archery at 

Century 

Someone will 

find a spark! 

Roller-skating in 

Pensacola! 

Making slime in 

Milton 

Summer 

cupcakes are 

the best in 

Century 

Last day of camp 

at PSC  

Wild & Wise at 

PSC 
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National Night Out 
On Tuesday, August 1, Camp Fire and neighborhoods throughout Milton and Pensacola 

joined forces with thousands of communities nationwide for the Annual “National Night Out” 

crime and drug prevention event. Target, Santa Rosa Sheriff’s Office, Milton Police 

Department, Department of Health Santa Rosa, and CDAC, hosted this family event. 

National Night Out is a great way for family, friends, and neighbors to stand together to 

promote healthy life styles and safer neighborhoods. Camp Fire had provided free school 

supplies and information about Camp Fire.  

First day of VPK at Camp Fire Century Youth Learning Center 

& Camp Fire Pensacola State College Child Development Center 
Florida’s Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program or VPK is a free educational program that prepares 4-year-olds for kinder-
garten and beyond. Children must live in Florida and be 4 on or before September 1 of the school year they enroll. Camp Fire Gulf 
Wind’s VPK began August 14. 

La-Vonne, Frank, Kevin, and Jana in Pensacola, meeting lots of folks including Mayor Ashton Hayward.  

 
Tammy and Libbi at the Camp FIre booth in Milton 
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Camp Fire Scenic Heights Afterschool 
Director Jana Williams and Assistant Director Nicole Haworth kicked off our new 

program at Scenic Heights Elementary with fun, crafts and finding sparks! Crafts like 

making SLIME out of baking powder, food color and contact solution and games like 

dominos along with homework help and outdoor fun make the afterschool experience 

at Camp Fire so special.  

They made cards/picture frame crafts for grandparents day September 10. The month 

of September they focused on bullying and bully awareness. Also one week in 

September they talked about deaf awareness (as September is national deaf awareness 

month). In October Camp Fire SHES will start fall crafts and lots of outdoor activities. 

The month of November Camp Fire at Scenic Heights will transition into being thankful 

and what it means to give.  The start of 2018 shifts the focus to installing the growth 

mindset. The start of the school year is new to most children, the focus on what they can't do and what is hard to do. The staff 

will bring light to not giving up and overcoming the obstacles before them.  

Camp Fire Longleaf Afterschool  
 Longleaf Afterschool is off to a great start for the new school year 
2017-2018. Making new friends, outdoor activities, crafts, 
homework, reading, games and leering about the environment 

make for fun-filled 
afterschool 
experience. Director 
Erica Black, 
Assistant Director 
Becky Shiver and 
the staff will focus 
on how to work and 
play together, and get involved in service projects to help develop 
planning and decision-making skills. 
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Camp Fire PSC Child Development Center 
 We began August with a bang, We had a great number of new student 
begin the program. Our VPk program is off to a great start. We began the 
first week with only one class and quickly had to add another due to 
enrollment. The Kids have settled in to the classroom routine and are eager 
to learn. They are learning to recognize and write their names, as well as 
leaning that letters have sounds. By January many will be reading sight 
words.  

As we prepare for Fall, we will be participating in many activities such as Day 
of Caring, Trick or Treating around the campus, and making cards for our 
veterans. 

Camp Fire Century Youth Learning Center 
 We started another VPK school year on August 14th, on September 8th, 
we will be celebrating National Grandparents Day with juice and 
muffins.  We will be celebrating fall the week of the 24-29. The 
Escambia County school nurses will be here on the 27th of September. 
October 9-13 is safety week we will learn about fire, trike and stranger 
danger. The fire department will be here during this week and on 
October 13 the children will participate in St. Jude’s Trike A Thone. 
November, we will go to the Century Care Center to take cards and sing 
songs for Veteran’s Day. We will be having a Thanksgiving Play as well 
for all our parent and Grandparents. 



Camp Fire Gulf Wind, Inc. Fireside News October, November, December  

 Page 8 

Published and produced by:  

CAMP FIRE GULF WIND, INC. 

1814 Creighton Road Pensacola, FL 32504 

850-476-1760  info@cfgulfwind.org  

www.campfirekids.com 

Have some special news you would like to 

share with Camp Fire? Contact Libbi Crowe 

at LCrowe@CFGulfWind.org. 

Follow Camp Fire on Social Media! 
Follow Camp Fire National and Camp Fire Gulf Wind, Inc., on social 
medial for posts about monthly themes. In August it was Sparks and 
included drawings of sparks from our Century Camp Fire kids. In 
September the Growth Mindset was emphasized and Pamila 
Townson was quoted in one of the blogs.  

October’s theme is Conflict Resolution in support of National Bullying 
Prevention Month. November will be Camp Fire Strong, part of the 
National Leadership Conference theme. In December the theme will 
be the impact of Thrive{ology}. If you have any stories, pictures or 

thoughts on these 
themes, please send them 
on to Libbi Crowe 
(LCrowe@CFGulfWind.org) at HQ so we can post them!  

These are the accounts to follow: 

• Instagram: CampFireGulfWind and CampFireNHQ 

• Twitter @CFGulfWind and @CampFireNHQ 

• Facebook: @CFGulfWind and @CampFireNHQ 

• YouTube: CampFireNHQ 
• Camp Fire National HQ blog is at http://campfire.org/blog 

Our Passion and Purpose: 

Helping Youth Prepare for Life 


