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From the Head of School
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Your generous donations to The Fund for MCS, our Annual Auction Gala and other fundraisers give us the 
tools we need to provide our students with a meaningful educational experience under the tutelage of  ded-
icated, trained teachers in fully equipped classrooms.  As a teacher at MCS for over 23 years, I have had the 
privilege of  witnessing how a Montessori education shapes the development of  our students.  As evidenced 
in many of  our 6th grade speeches, our graduates are confident, well-spoken, independent, creative and col-
laborative.  These qualities blossom as they advance to higher levels of  education, allowing them to pursue 
their passions and make meaningful contributions to their communities and the world at large. Your invest-
ment in MCS directly affects the futures of  these young people in a profound way.

Your financial contributions to our “50 Acts of  Kindness” Campaign went beyond our highest 
expectations.  Our whole community came together to benefit an array of  charities and causes, 
expanding our reach far beyond the gates of  MCS.  Your participation and enthusiasm in this campaign were 
inspirational to our faculty and staff, and we hope to carry this spirit of  giving into the coming year.  The 
continued support and generosity you have shown is appreciated.  As we enter the gates of  our beautiful 
campus each day, we are grateful for the kindnesses you have bestowed on our school.  Whether it is serving 
on our Board of  Trustees, donating needed funds, volunteering for classroom activities or serving in a 
support role for our school, we are grateful for such a committed community.

Warmly,

Melanie Jacobs

It is my pleasure to share with you the 2015-2016 Annual Report.  Your contributions to Montessori Cen-
ter School enable our students to thrive in a quality Montessori educational environment, which encourages 
them to become lifelong lovers of  learning and citizens of  the world. 





What drew you to MCS?
We were especially impressed by the level of  engage-
ment that is evident in every classroom at all times. Stu-
dents enjoy being at this school and they enjoy learning; 
they are self-motivated and are nurtured by the staff  and 
the environment to feel good about the unique individ-
uals they are.

What was your experience like as a first year 
family at MCS?
We had a wonderful experience. We were warmly wel-
comed into Navy Door by the teachers and all of  the 
families. Our daughter, Aliya, made many new friends 
during the year and so did we. We could not have had 
a better first year, and we are really looking forward to 
next year when Aliya will be in Purple Door.

Why did you choose the Montessori 
Method?
The Montessori Method is rooted in what we believe 
about children: that they are born learners who are 
interested in the world around them, that they will con-
tinue to grow and ask questions if  given the freedom to 
do so, and that they can be responsible and self-reliant 
if  they are treated with respect and kindness. It was ser-
endipitous to discover the Montessori Method and see 
how much it reflected our own values and beliefs about 
children and education.

What does your child enjoy most about the 
Montessori approach to learning?
Aliya enjoys the structured agency that she is afford-
ed within the Montessori approach. She likes that her 
teachers have specific expectations for her but that she 
has choices about how to meet them.  She likes that she 
can move freely around the room and choose a work-
space that feels comfortable.  She likes that she can 
work on something for as long as she is interested in it, 
and that she can work independently or with others. 

What inspires you to volunteer at the school?
We believe in the core values of  this school and we want 
to contribute to the community and show our commit-
ment to it through active participation and volunteerism. 
We believe that it is important to put time and energy 
into the things that you care about deeply. Dr. Brene 
Brown says,  “Be the adult you want your children to 
be,” and we want our daughter to grow up to be some-
one who engages with her community and shares her 
talents with her children and their schoolmates. 

What is your favorite activity at MCS?
A favorite activity at MCS this year was visiting with 
parents at the picnic tables after school, while all of  
the children played together on the playground and the 
lawn. It was all so idyllic, and that part of  the day always 
felt like a blessing.

What are one or two aspects of  learning at MCS 
that you hope your child will carry with her into 
the future?
We hope that Aliya carries forward strong skills of  
self-regulation and the awareness that other people have 
different needs and ways of  self-regulating because 
everyone is unique. We also hope that she maintains 
her intrinsic motivation and curiosity for everything. 
All of  these things are nurtured, and even protected, at 
MCS and are important reasons why we believe an MCS 
education is the best option for her long-term happiness 
and fulfillment.

What have you learned as a parent during 
your first year at MCS?
We have learned that our daughter thrives at MCS. We 
hoped that she would, of  course, but the growth that 
we have witnessed this year has been stunning. She is 
so much more self-reliant and self-confident than she 
was prior to attending MCS, and she has established 
high-quality relationships with the staff, students, and 
other parents that we did not know were possible. MCS 
is more than a school to her and to us: it is a family and 
we are proud to be a part of  it.

Joining MCS
Emily and Amir Shaeer
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Scott Ehrnstein
Past Board President

As expected, my second year as Board President was interesting and rewarding. We have a strong board of  
trustees comprised of  an outstanding group of  MCS supporters with a wide variety of  skills.  The board 
has grown to 15 members and seven committees: Executive, Finance, Development, Marketing, Trustee, 
New Campus, and Transition Committees.  By participating in one or more of  these committees, trustees 
help support, improve and guide MCS.  

While all of  the committees are important, of  particular interest to both the parents and faculty are the 
newly formed Transition Committee and the New Campus Committee.  The creation of  the Transition 
Committee was precipitated to help our wonderful new Head of  School, Melanie Jacobs, make a smooth 
transition.  Our New Campus Committee continues to work diligently toward bringing the dream of  
building our own campus to life.  As those of  us who work in the real estate industry are aware, the 
development process in Santa Barbara County is complicated and slow.  Thankfully, the New Campus 
Committee team is meeting the challenge of  analyzing and responding to complex issues as they arise. 
Please look at the beautiful architectural rendering of  the proposed campus online at  www.mcssb.org/17/.  
As we continue to move the plans forward, I hope you will consider how you might be able to bring this 
dream to fruition.  

As MCS enters the second half  of  our first century, I am confident that its students will continue to be 
well educated by the compassionate professionals who they are privileged to learn from every day at this 
this truly amazing learning institution.  As I enter my 6th year as an MCS board member, I look forward to 
helping those who will be guiding MCS so that it continues to stay on task by helping our children flourish.  
On June 30, 2016, I handed over the reins to Brian Johnson.   I am confident that he will be a fine leader 
and will be supported by a strong team.  I greatly appreciate that you have allowed me to be a part of  the 
chain which connects the past to the future with the common goal of  furthering the mission of  this 
excellent learning institution which truly helps to make the world a better place.   

Dear Montessori Families,

I am happy to report that my second year as Montessori Center School 
(MCS) Board President proceeded as planned.  Our beloved MCS remains 
in good financial health, staffed with wonderful faculty and administrators. 
This past year, the school administrators, MCS faculty members and 
parents worked together to choose our new Head of  School, Melanie 
Jacobs.  It was clear that everyone involved had the best interest of  the 
school at heart, and I found the process greatly rewarding as the various 
participants came together as a team.  Without exception, the people with 
whom I have had the pleasure of  working are well motivated and 
passionate individuals with high integrity.  

From the President of the Board of Trustees
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Meet the Board of Trustees
2015-2016

Lindsay Shinn
Vice President

Brian Johnson
Secretary

Rashi Bahri John Berger Leonard Chen

Ken Cohen Suzanne Cohen

Jeff  Brookshire

Janelle Green

Greg Jensen Robert Rauchhaus Victor Rios Andrew Vesper

Scott Ehrnstein
President



MCS: 50 Years of Montessori Education

This year MCS celebrated its 50th Anniversary!  As part of  the celebration, our students fac-
ulty and staff  embarked on the “50 Acts of  Kindness” Campaign. We exceeded our goal and 
learned that no one is too young help. Together, we helped clean beaches, trails and parks. We 
supported local and international organizations that assist homeless, orphans, trade, families, 
children, animals, the environment, the arts and so much more. Most importantly, not only did 
MCS students discover that they can make a difference, they also developed new insights into 
their roles and responsibilities as global citizens and community builders.  Is was a joy to ob-
serve the MCS community embrace this campaign in recognition of  the school’s 50th anniver-
sary.  In total we accomplished 54 acts of  kindness between September and June and the MCS 
community truly experienced the joy of  helping others!
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MCS Teachers and Staff
Pediatric Patients at Cottage Hospital
Pediatric Unit at SBCH
Santa Barbara Earth Day Festival
Santa Barbara Food Bank
Santa Barbara Rescue Missoin
SB Transition House
Storyteller Children’s Center
Stow Grove Park
Teddy Bear Cancer Foundation
Toys for Tots
Trails Day Event
Unity Shoppe

Alcona School in Atlanta, GA   
Make-a-Wish Foundation

Barbara Ireland Breast Cancer Walk
Boo at the Zoo
Cancer Center of  Santa Barbara
Carpinteria State Beach
Cottage Hospital “Band Together for Kids”
DAWG
Dragon Kim Foundation
Fairview Gardens
Goleta Beach
Goleta Library
Hillside House
Maravilla Assisted Living
MCS Community

Internationally

Locally

Nationally
Miami Seaquarium   
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital

5-Cs Orphanage in Johannesburg,    
South Africa 
Amnesty International’s “Write For 
    Rights” Campaign 

House of  Flowers Orphanage in 
    Kabul, Afghanistan
Operation Gratitude
UNICEF
Unite to Light

“If  education is always to be conceived along the same antiquated lines of  mere 
transmission of  knowledge, there is little to be hoped from it in the 

bettering of  man’s future.”
- Maria Montessori

Organizations that were supported by MCS’ 
50 Acts of Kindness Compaign
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Annie Braunheim
MPO Chair

Room Representatives

Gold Door  Jen Berger
White Door  Jackie Hall
Blue Door  Kimberly Kotnik
Navy Door  Jen Berger
Red Door  Erin Ohlgren
Silver Door  PJ Carmean &
   Christine Emanuel
Yellow Door  Janelle Green
Aqua Door  Camila Barreto
Green Door  Laurie Montee
Purple Door  Mariaelena Welch
Brown Door 4th Suzanne Cohen
Brown Door 5th Diane Gulotti
Brown Door 6th Michelle Taylor

Harvest Picnic Committee

Theresa Dolotta (Co-Chair)
April Leon Jacobson (Co-Chair)

Annie Braunheim
Erin Ohlgren

Mariaelena Welch 

MCS Auction Committee

Annie Braunheim
Suzanne Cohen
Janelle Green

Development Committee

Janelle Green (Chair)
Betsy Challen

Kimberly Kotnik
Laurie Montee
Peggy Polos

Ericka Te Slaa

Yumi Bollag
Ingrid Bowman
Kristan Cohen
Suzanne Cohen 
Sophia Colby 

Gerald Comati
Janean Comati
Sandy Gorman 
Jolie Kocmur
Raquel Lagan  
Ron Liechti 

Sheri Mardiat  
Carol Martin

Kevin Mc Donald
Rachel McDonald

Tara Miller 
Alyssa Morris

Nick Papadopoulos
Michelle Quirke 
Imma Rajappa

Lili Schafer 
Ben Stein  

Michelle Stevens 
Kenna Sutherland
Amber Tharakan
Yeonwook Uyeno

Rachel Vincent
Shelly Willis 
Maria Zate
Bill Woo

Volunteers for the Brown Door Theater 
Production of  The Little Mermaid

Laurie Montee
Peggy Polos
Deja Rabb

Michelle Taylor

Montessori Parent Organization





Annual Giving 
Gifts to the Fund for MCS

BENEFACTOR
$5,000 and Above

    Mary Kaljian    Cliff  and Phyllis Ruddle

LEADER
$2,000 to $4,999

Morris S. and Florence H. Bender 
Foundation, Inc.

Ed and Holly Bennett
Alexandra and George Berar

Betsy and Michael Challen
Deckers Outdoor Corporation

Dolotta Family Charitable Foundation
Janelle and Daniel Green
Lori and Mazy Ostovany

SPONSOR
$1,500 to $1,999

Stephanie Liu and Alessandro Castellarin
Leonard Chen

Kristan and Kenneth Cohen

Citrix Systems, Inc
Anne and Tom Goodson
Katherine and Eric Klein
Doris and Greg McPhee

PATRON
$500 to $1,499

The Bialis Family Foundation
Shaunah and Eric Berg
Yumi and Daniel Bollag

Erin Neil and Jeff  Brookshire
Misook and Tom Burk

Annie Pham-Cheng & George Cheng
Emel Zaim and Bernd Christiansen

Ariana and Josh Cobb
Suzanne and Michael Cohen
Heather and Ryan Conolley

Larry Decker

Star and John Duffy
Emily and Dan Engel

Stefanie and David Jackson
 April Leon and Troy Jacobsen

Yitang Li and Lu Jin
 Erin Leifer and Brian Johnson

Cristina and Roy Killgore
Sonia and Calvin Kim

Bill Koonce
Claire and Mark Lawrence

Stacey and Scott Marshall
Julie Schneiderman and Carl Meinhart

Shelley and David Neubauer
Peggy and Chris Polos

Rashmi Sethi and Prashant Rajvaidya
Emily Shaeer and Amir Abo-Shaeer

Amy and George Tharakan
Yeonwook and Steve Uyeno

Mariaelena and Stewart Welch
Tiffany Corby and Luke Werkhoven

Our Golden Anniversary was the perfect opportunity to celebrate the many accomplishments of  our 
school, teachers and students. We would like to acknowledge our donors who generously contributed to 
the 2015-16 Fund for MCS.  Together, we raised $79,206.  Your support ensures that careful investments 
in faculty and facilities will continue to strenthen our outstanding education programs for years to come.
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FRIEND
$250 to $499

Nicole and Mike Aispuro
Marilou and Bill Brace

Rashi Bahri and Ashutosh Chitnis
Traci and Greg Davis

Kristina Jong and Paul Douglas
Mirjana and William Hall

Jon Hansen
Crystal and Gregory Jensen

Kalai Kennedy
Roberta Sengelmann-Keshen 

and Tamir Keshen
Sheri and John Mardiat

Jennifer and Scott Moody
Alyssa and Jordan Morris

Georgia Pulos
Robert Rauchhaus

Carole Ryan

Madeleine Sorapure and Bob Samuels
Sandra and Eric Seale

Lindsay and Mike Shinn
Karla and Brandon Smith

Lisa and Bob Wilcher
Kimberly and Brian Wilson

Chiayan Huang and Yusheng Yang
Lori and Tom Zavisca

CONTRIBUTOR
$1 to $249

Aloha Consulting
Janelle and Kyle Ashby

Dell Barden
Jeff  Barton

Jennifer and John Berger
Laurel Bliss

Aline and Eric Borduas
Loric Box

Sarah Case and Jay Carlander
PJ and Douglas Carmean

Diane Gulotti and Guy Cekada
Amy and Sam Chesluk

Sumita Pennathur and Anthony Chobot
Jordana Snider and Brian Chossek

Ariana and Josh Cobb
Patricia and Steve Colby

James and Jeanette Collins
Francis Cosworth

Margaret and Gordon Cota
Birgit Crable

Kacy Cristofani
Derrick Curtis

Sharmila Gunasekara and Asiri DeSilva
Prarthana Sherchan and Ayoush Dixit

Gary Douglas
Richard Drake
Nancy Dubie

Julie and Scott Ehrnstein
Elinor and Robert Emanuel

Laury Oaks and Doug English

Ellen and Brendon Evans
Kathy Finck

Deborah and Mendel Fygenson
Gabriela Elias

Bonnie and Peter Gerstenfeld
Kristy Manning and Steve Giddings

Sandy and Mike Gorman
Michelle Taylor and Steve Gully

Patricia Haro
Suzanne Hawtrey

Johanna and Neil Israel
Melanie and Rob Jacobs

Mikki Jee
Dawn and Joel Kaufman

Kim Keller
Dorothy and Everett Kirkelie

Katherine and Eric Klein
Jolie and Marcus Kocmur

Katie Koonce
Claude-Lise Lafranque

Raquel and Kevin Lagan
Sharon Liddy

Dana and Ron Liechti
Anne Braunheim and Nacho Loza

MCS Lemondae Sale
Cydney Miller and Michael York

Amber Miller
Dorothy Miller

Laurie and Ty Montee
Irene Morales

Sandy Morris
Melanie Newhouse

Mary and John Nixon
Katie Davis and Albert Oaten
Renee and Nick Papadopoulos

Kathryn Parker
Paulo Perez

Susan Pesheck
Cindy Pratt
Peg Quinn

Anne Raiter
Shereen Ramawtar

Rebeca Mireles-Rios and Victor Rios
Peggi Robinson

Irene Chen and Michael Schindlinger
JoAnn and John Serpa

Carla Shapiro
Coreen Snow
Nicole Staska

Yasamin Mostofi and Pradeep Sen
Jody Kaufman and Bryan Thompson

Caitlin Tufts
Laura and Rio Ulvaeus

LiLi Walker
Jillian and Joseph Weber

Gina Whitefoot
Denise and Norm Williams

Krista Williams
Heather Terbell and Mark Wilson

Wanjie Zhao and XiangjieYang



BENEFACTOR 
$5,000 and Above

Above and Beyond

Ed and Holly Bennett
Misook and Tom Burk

Stephanie Liu and Alessandro Castellarin
Emel Zaim and Bernd Christiansen

Ariana and Josh Cobb
Delta Welding and Fabrication, Inc. 

Star and John Duffy

Emily and Dan Engel
Janelle and Daniel Green

Christine Emanuel and Daniel Janssen
Mary Kaljian

Claire and Mark Lawrence
Sara and Rick Philbrick
Cliff  and Phyllis Ruddle
Richard and Ellen Stein

LEADER
$2,000 to $4,999

Morris S. and Florence H. Bender 
Foundation, Inc.

Alexandra and George Berar
Betsy and Michael Challen

Suzanne and Michael Cohen
Deckers Outdoor Corporation
Dolotta Charitable Foundation
Bonnie and Peter Gerstenfeld

April Leon and Troy Jacobsen
Melanie and Rob Jacobs

Jennifer and Scott Moody
Alyssa and Jordan Morris

Erin and Jon Ohlgren
Lori and Mazy Ostovany
Karla and Brandon Smith

Scott Vincent
Tiffany Corby and Luke Werkhoven

SPONSOR
$1,500 to $1,999
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Leonard Chen
Citrix Systems, Inc

Kristan and Kenneth Cohen
Anne and Tom Goodson
Katherine and Eric Klein

Sheri and John Mardiat
Doris and Greg McPhee
Laurie and Ty Montee
Peggy and Chris Polos

Rashmi Sethi and Prashant Rajvaidya
Yeonwook and Steve Uyeno

Total giving is inclusive of  all gifts made to MCS.  We would like to recognize those donors 
who have made generous donations of  $1,500 or more during the 2015-2016 school year.  

Thank you for investing in the future of  MCS. 
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OPERATING REVENUE

Tuition and Fees   $4,084,800

Fundraising     $233,000

Interest    $31,700

Total Operating Revenue   $4,349,500

OPERATING EXPENSES

Personnel    $3,097,600

Facilities and Maintenance  $709,000

Tuition Assistance   $126,000

Capital     $109,000

Classroom    $97,200

Total Operating Expenses  $4,138,800



Fundraising at MCS

NET FUNDRAISING REVENUE

Annual Auction  $118,137

Fund for MCS   $79,206

Jogathon   $22,637

Scrip    $4,888

In-Kind Donations  $3,979

A Day at Deckers  $2,250

Chaucer’s Night  $1,575

Restricted    $500

Total Fundraising Revenue $235,423

FUNDRAISING ALLOCATIONS

Operations   $187,347

Expenses    $56,1222

Professional Development $41,500

Restricted   $500



Fabulous 50’s Anniversary Auction

The Fabulous 50’s Anniversary Auction was not just a fun and 
memorable event but also a tremendous success! The 1950’s 
themed event highlighted MCS’ 50th Anniversary and lent itself  
to some throwback  costumes, music, dancing and décor.   The 
beautiful Deckers Rotunda was the perfect new venue for this cel-
ebration.  It was touching to see MCS families, friends and faculty 
enjoying a great time at the biggest fundraiser of  the school year.

The generosity of  the MCS community came through loud and 
clear; together we  raised over $118,000 for our school!  The Auc-
tion “paddle raise” for Professional Development alone brought 
in $41,500 which will benefit all our faculty who wish to attend the 
2017 American Montessori Society’s Annual Conference.  
On behalf  of  MCS and the Auction Committee, we would like to 
thank you for your contributions and for making this a night to 
remember!

We
raised

$118,000!



Andrea Lopez at Carlyle Salon &   
  Style Bar
Arigato Sushi
Aum Physical Therapy
Beachside Bar and Cafe
Beauty Counter - Tara Fergusson
Benjamin Stein Photography
Bennett’s Educational Materials
Best Western South Coast Inn 
Goleta
Bob’s Vacuum
Rusty and Fernanda Brace
Breakwater Restaurant
Ca’Dario
Cala Gold Jewelry
Cafe Int’l
Carlyle Salon & Style Bar
Cathedral Oaks Athletic Club
Celebration Cruises of  Santa 
  Barbara
Melissa and Regas Christou
Circle Bar B Guest Ranch Resort
Coast Village Car Wash
Conarium Wines
Kristan and Ken Cohen
Kayla Day
Cota Landscape and Design
Country Catering & Meat Market
Darin Jon Studio
Delta Fabrication
Liz Downey
Drisht Yoga Essentials
Evolutions Medical Spa

Eye and Vision Care
Fairview Car Wash
Firestone Walker Brewing Co.
Gillio Jewelry
Granada Theatre
Guided Discoveries
Hayley Bridges Interior Design
India Club
Island Packers
JoEllen’s Skincare Studio
John Mardiat Photography
Mary Kaljian
Tom Kaljian
Matt Kettmann
Killer B Fitness
Lindamood Bell Learning 
Los Angeles Philharmonic
Lovebird Boutique & Jewelry Bar
McConnell’s Ice Cream
Drea McLarty
Montecito YMCA
Montessori Services
Morello Wines
My Gym Santa Barbara
Natasha Boutique
Nugget
Occhiali Eye Wear
Erin and Jon Ohlgren
Olio e Limone & Olio Pizzeria
Paloma Restaurant & Tequila Bar
Peanuts Maternity & Kids
Planet Solar Inc.

Rebecca Farmer Photography
Renaud’s Patrisserie and Bistro
Dr. Roberta Sengelmann, M.D.
Salt
San Ysidro Ranch
Santa Barbara Adventure Company
Santa Barbara Children’s Dental
Santa Barbara Museum of  Art
Santa Barbara Polo Club
Santa Barbara Skin Institute
Santa Barbara Soccer
Santa Barbara Tamales to Go
Santa Barbara Trolley Company
Santa Barbara YMCA
Santa Barbara Zoo
SB Museum of  Natural History
SB Training
Segway of  Santa Barbara
Shave It
Shine Blow Bar
Spiral Gymnastics
Swim with Phyn
The Oaks at Ojai
The Chocolate Gallery
The Stonehouse Restaurant
The Tennis Shop
Trader Joe’s
UCSB Athletics
Upham Hotel
Underground
Walnut Shell Car Wash
Marialena Welch
Zodo’s Bowling

Thank You to Our Generous Auction Sponsors
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Growing with MCS 
Yumi and Daniel Bollag

How did you discover Montessori Center 
School?
In 2003 we had our serendipitous first meeting at MCS. 
Our son, Alex, was turning 5 years old and we heard from 
friends that we should tour MCS. We will never forget 
Alex’s delight as JoAnn Serpa warmly invited him to sit 
with her and use some of  the Montessori materials during 
our tour. We had a such a positive feeling from our visit 
and were so impressed with what we viewed in the class-
rooms. Most of  all, Alex felt good there and joined Navy 
Door that fall. Both our sons graduated MCS and our 
daughter is currently attending. 

What drew you to MCS?
The most impressive part of  MCS is seeing the Montessori 
philosophy come alive in the classrooms. To witness the 
children working on different materials and seeing their 
level of  concentration and captivation with their work is 
always inspiring. We couldn’t believe it when we took our 
tour. Students were engaged in different learning activities 
at different areas around the classroom, yet were all so calm 
and peaceful. Each classroom was beautiful, quiet, produc-
tive and well organized. The teacher was like the conductor 
of  a harmonious symphony. The students were so fully 
concentrated on their tasks that they barely noticed we were 
there. This was the “aha” moment for us.
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How many of  your children have attended 
the school and where are they now?
MCS has given all three of  our children such a positive 
and solid start in school and in life. Lyla is currently a 5th 
year student in Brown North. She will tell you how much 
she has enjoyed and loved each of  her teachers. Santi 
graduated MCS and went on successfully to Santa 
Barbara Middle School and Bishop Garcia Diego High. 
He is in his second year at SBCC and works 30 hours a 
week at a job in the field of  nutrition and physical fitness.  
He still enjoys coming back to MCS for events and to 
hug his former teachers. Alex discovered an early interest 
of  science in the environment at MCS. This continued 
through into junior high and high school where he was 
in the STEAM Academy at Bishop Garcia Diego High 
School. He will be attending Chapman University this fall 
with his emphasis of  study in environmental science. 

What stands out about the faculty?
MCS teachers are truly exceptional human beings who 
have treated our children with great care and respect. 
They are both guides and mentors for students and 
families. They work tirelessly to help our children with 
personal growth as individuals and with advanced 
academic curriculum. The MCS teachers promote 
independence and enjoyment of  learning in so many 
areas. They encourage cooperation, courtesy, patience 
and sharing in the classroom. Our children are socially 
well-adapted, work well with others, are self-reliant, and 
are not afraid to try new things. They are kind to younger 
children and feel at ease with older children and adults, 
all of  which comes from the three-year learning cycle 
with the same trustworthy teacher. We feel close to the 
MCS teachers and thank them for all they have given and 
shared with our children. 

What is your favorite activity or event that 
takes place during the year?
The Harvest Picnic is a family favorite. Even the grand-
parents join the festivities. From the BBQ and home 
made baked goods to numerous booths and activities, it’s 
just a great event for all. 
For adults, the annual auction is a fabulous evening not to 
be missed! 

As a donor, how do you see your 
donations being used?
We see the classrooms getting new materials, teachers 
getting more training, special all campus events and 
programs for families and children getting more out of  
their experience at MCS. Students get to work with Art, 
Music, PE and Spanish and Library specialists all year 
long and we a have learning specialist for those who 
need extra support. Brown Door students get to visit 
places like Yosemite, CIMI, and Astro Camp. We also 
see the move to our future site as a huge undertaking 
that MCS Board of  Trustees, MCS staff  and the New 
Campus Committee actively work on each and every 
month. We are grateful to these hard working parents, 
volunteers and staff  for contributing to this huge en-
deavor for the future of  MCS. 

What aspects of  learning do you hope your 
children will absorb from MCS?
We appreciate so much that our children are self-direct-
ed learners. We wanted our children to learn to think for 
themselves, make good decisions and develop an inter-
est in the wider world around them. Also, we value that 
our children have a true respect for others and for the 
environment. Courtesy, compassion and helping others 
is the basis of  all goodwill, and the world needs more 
human beings with these traits. 

What are some of  your favorite 
memories at MCS?
When the kids were younger we loved their enthusi-
asm for the continent song, the multitude of map mak-
ing, art and learning to compost. In Lower Elementa-
ry, we had wonderful class campouts at Carpinteria, 
El Capitan and Refugio State Beaches that were like 
mini-adventures. In Upper Elementary the teachers 
and students take camping to the next level and carry 
50 lb. packs on their backs and stay in the Los Padres 
National Forest for 3 days. It was inspiring to see what 
they accomplished.
This past year making costumes and doing make up 
for the Under the Sea play was another personal high-
light as a parent volunteer. Seeing our three children 
blossom at MCS is something we will never forget. 





2015-2016 Faculty and Staff
Administration
Patricia Colby, Ph.D., Head of  School
Janelle Ashby, Leaning Specialist
Birgit Crable, Business Manager
Alyssa Morris, Admissions Director
Melanie Newhouse, Assoc. Administrator 
& Director of  Student Support
Paulo Perez, Groundskeeper
Cindy Pratt, Office Manager
Shereen Ramawtar, Bookkeeper
Gina Whitefoot, Director of  Development

Gold Door
Margaret McCleery Cota, Head Teacher
Sharmila Gunasekara, Assistant Teacher
Pat Haro, Assistant Teacher

White Door
Nicole Staska, Head Teacher
Sandy Gorman, Head Teacher
Gabriela Elias, Assistant Teacher

Pre-Primary

Blue Door
Dell Barden, Head Teacher
Jennifer Moody, Assistant Teacher

Pre-Primary

Navy Door
JoAnn Serpa, Head Teacher
Krista Williams, Assistant Teacher
 

Red Door
Mikki Jee, Head Teacher
Sharon Liddy, Assistant Teacher

Silver Door
Kacy Cristofani, Head Teacher
Carla Shapiro, Assistant Teacher

Yellow Door
Katy Parker, Head Teacher
Wook Uyeno, Assistant Teacher

Lower Elementary
Aqua Door
Rick Drake, Head Teacher
Anne Raiter, Head Teacher

Green Door
Irene Morales, Head Teacher
Alexandra Stagis, Assistant Teacher

Purple Door
Melanie Jacobs, Head Teacher
Ellen Evans, Assistant Teacher

Upper Elementary
Brown Door East
Loric Box, Head Teacher
Nancy Dubie, Assistant Teacher

Brown Door North
Cydney Miller, Head Teacher
Amber Miller, Assistant Teacher

Brown Door West
Kim Keller-Box, Head Teacher
Peggi Robinson, Assistant Teacher

After School Care
Coreen Snow
Kathy Finck
Caitlin Tufts
Dorothy Miller
June Taggs

Specialists
Francis Cosworth, Computer Tech 
Anne Curtin, Library
Derrick Curtis, Physical Education
Suzanne Hawtrey, Library Asst.
Kellyn Johnson, Drama and Theater
Claude-Lise Lafranque, Music
Peg Quinn, Art
Caitlin Tufts, Spanish
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