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Go social with us! Find us on Facebook and Twitter to keep up-to-date on the latest HOPE worldwide news and stories.

Achieving Readiness and Resiliency:  
Advancing a New Model for Disaster Response

For more than two decades,  
HOPE worldwide has responded to 
the world’s most challenging disasters 
with a motivation to provide love and 
support at the moment it is needed 
most. Our compassionate outreach 
has impacted the lives of thousands of 
people fighting to survive and recover 
from life’s most traumatic events.
When disasters strike, nothing is safe. 
Humans, wildlife, infrastructure and 
agriculture can all be affected. Helping 
communities recover from these 
disasters requires a comprehensive 
approach for addressing all areas of  
the community.
The Power of Partnership

In January 2016, Charles Ham,  
HOPE worldwide’s Global Disaster 
Response Coordinator, led a delegation 
of government officials from Eastern 
Indonesia to the National Disaster 
Preparedness Training Center 
(NDPTC) at the University of Hawaii. 
The NDPTC is one of the leading 
disaster management research and 
training institutes in the world, 
responsible for training FEMA, the 

Department of Homeland Security 
and various state and local city 
governments.
Thanks to a generous grant from  
the Ford Foundation in 2012,  
HOPE worldwide’s dream to bring 
together a team of disaster experts and 
resources became possible. We are now 
part of a coalition of partners seeking 
to help communities move from 
reacting to disasters to proactively 
preparing for them. 
The best strategy to prepare a 
community for a disaster involves the 
investment of key community leaders 
and advocates — in many cases, local 
school teachers. Between 2007 and 
2015, HOPE worldwide has trained 
over 5,000 teachers representing 
3,000 schools across 15 provinces in 
Indonesia.
In recent years, HOPE worldwide has 
responded to some of the world’s most 
challenging and devastating events. 
Through partnership, collaboration, 
readiness and resiliency, we are 
stepping forward to help change the 
fate of communities in need.

HOPE worldwide, a 501 (c) (3) faith-based relief and development organization, is registered with the U.S. Agency for International Development and has been 
granted special consultative status with the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations. HOPE worldwide’s global community of employees, volunteers 
and partner organizations brings hope and changes lives by providing humanitarian aid to poor, weak and suffering people on every inhabited continent. 
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Robert Carrillo met with volunteers from the Munich Church 
of Christ.

A young refugee 
child received a 
much-needed hot 
meal.

(l-r) Charles Ham; Husain 
Syah, Sultan of Tidore; 
Dr. Maya Soetoro-Ng, 
faculty at the Matsunaga 
Institute for Peace and 
Conflict Resolution  
(and sister of President 
Barack Obama);  
Dr. Husen Alting, 
President of Khairun 
University in Ternate; 
and Russ Hargrove, Chief 
Development Officer 
of HOPE worldwide, 
collaborated on plans 
to promote disaster 
readiness and resiliency 
in Indonesia.

With training from HOPE worldwide, local 
teachers successfully designed a campus 
disaster preparedness plan.

Indonesian delegates and university 
researchers shared agricultural practices that 
teach local communities to develop disaster-
resilient food sources. These efforts have 
proven to help disaster victims return to a  
self-sustaining lifestyle after tragedy.

“$25 for 25” 
HOPE worldwide is 25 years old! Help  

us celebrate this special milestone by  
signing up for a $25 monthly gift. Faithful 
monthly giving through HOPE worldwide 
provides a lifeline for those in need. Your  

$25 a month can truly change lives. Make  
a lasting impact today: hopeww.org/25for25

25 Years of Healing, 
Serving and Inspiring 
Update from HOPE worldwide CEO, Robert Carrillo

As we embark on HOPE worldwide’s 25th year, I am thrilled to be  
part of a family of people who are striving to heal, serve and inspire  
like Jesus did. In the past two and a half decades, we have together 
answered the call to be the light of the world. As poverty, disease  
and disaster are increasingly becoming everyday realities, I believe 
HOPE worldwide is uniquely equipped to meet the world’s growing 
needs in a sustainable way. 
Meeting New Challenges

One initiative that I am especially excited for is the development of our 
refugee relief program. Millions of people have trekked thousands of 
miles by land and sea to flee violence and civil war. On a recent trip to 
Germany and Italy, I witnessed firsthand the conditions of the displaced: 
dozens of men, without warm clothing, living 
on the cold cement floors of an abandoned 
warehouse; five hundred people squeezed 
into a high school gym, surviving off donated 
food from the community; and thousands of 
families turned away from official refugee 
camps, forced to live in the streets.
The political and social implications of the 
current refugee crisis may be complex, but 
our mission is to compassionately serve 
those in need, regardless of background or 
affiliation. HOPE worldwide has partnered 
with the Munich Church of Christ and a 
local German NGO to provide truckloads 
of food, clothing, shoes, bedding and other 
necessities to refugee families living outside 
the borders of the camps. Recently,  
HOPE worldwide helped purchase an 
ambulance to transport the sick and injured 
to hospitals for treatment. In addition, we are 
currently developing a mobile center that will not only provide much-
needed medical care but will also be stocked with diapers, formula, 
strollers and other important supplies for mothers with small children.
Expanding Volunteer Opportunities

Helping the refugees in Europe is just one example of HOPE worldwide 
broadening its reach to best help others. In the days ahead, we plan to 
expand our Community Service Brigades program into Mexico as well as 
construct villages and community spaces in impoverished communities 
through our HOPE Youth Corps and Volunteer Corps programs. We will 
also be working to establish a clearer identity for our North American 
Chapters and domestic disaster response efforts. And we will continue to 
investigate how to create sustainable healthcare facilities around the world. 
2016 marks my first full year as CEO and an important milestone in  
HOPE worldwide’s history. Thank you for being part of an incredible 
journey. Here’s to 25 more years of bringing hope and changing lives!

Thousands of refugees are in need 
of a lifeline.

“I am delighted by  
our partnership with  

HOPE worldwide…our 
shared knowledge,  

wisdom and goodwill 
will lead to productive 

outcomes for many years.”
Maya Soetoro-Ng, PhD
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Save the Date  Please join us Saturday, July 9 from 2 to 5 p.m.  
at the Reach2016 North American Discipleship Summit in St. Louis, Missouri. 
We look forward to presenting impact reports from around the world, providing 
practical volunteer training and sharing plans and dreams for the future of 
HOPE worldwide. Hope to see you there!

Why We Give to  
HOPE worldwide…
By Will Llorens, Northern VA Volunteer

HOPE worldwide and HOPE Youth 
Corps have been so instrumental in 

helping our family see the poor and needy 
through Jesus’ eyes. The programs that 
HOPE worldwide offers have softened 
our sons’ hearts and given each of them a 
love for others. They have been on several 
HOPE Youth Corps, and the changes we 
have seen in our children have amazed us.

This past Christmas, my wife Marcia and 
I had the immense honor to be able to 
take our two sons to the island of Cebu 
in the Philippines. For us it was a time to 
serve together. It truly was a magical two-
week experience that was by far the best 
Christmas any of us have had. We bonded 
with 60 other volunteers who had literally 
come from all over the globe. Together 
we banded in teams to reach out to the 
community and developed inseparable 
relationships — we painted fishing boats, 
cooked food for the impoverished, brought 
Christmas gifts and built houses for 
families who had lost their homes two 
years ago in a typhoon. Even though 
we gave our all, we truly left with more 
than any of us had imagined. We have 
memories and relationships that will last 
our lifetimes.

After we finished working on one of the 
houses, the local children came to sing us 
a beautiful Christmas song in their native 
dialect. One of the sisters translated the 
chorus: “Thank you, thank you, thank you. 
This Christmas my blessings are you. You 
are so kind; thank you.” They were thanking 
us for blessing them. Their tenderness 
of heart and joy in the midst of having 
nothing was a true blessing to us. 

MLK Day 2016:  
16,125 Volunteers  
Mobilize To Serve 

This past January, HOPE worldwide U.S. Chapter 
volunteers stepped up to answer Dr. King’s 
question. With hearts full of compassion, they 

reached out to help their neighbors in need. Many 
installed smoke detectors and educated families on 
home fire safety while others rolled up their sleeves 
to beautify schools and parks, teach disadvantaged 
children, lend a hand at food banks, organize blood 
drives or conduct outreach activities for the most 
vulnerable citizens. These efforts resulted in 15,150 people 
receiving assistance on this national day of service. 
ONE FAMILY’S STORY

The Colorado Springs Chapter, together with students 
from a local middle school, made MLK Day a time of 
service for the homeless. The volunteers cooked, 
 

prepared and distributed 270 burritos, along with hot 
chocolate and cookies, to 150 homeless individuals. 
During the event, a family of six stopped by for some 
food. When the volunteers learned that the family had 
been living in their truck for the past six months, they 
quickly pooled their resources to get them into a hotel 
for a week until the father received the first paycheck 
from his new job. 
“It was so impactful to my heart to see the relief in 
their eyes when we told them what we wanted to do 
for them,” said Rose Henry, a HOPE worldwide Chapter 
volunteer. “It just hurts my heart to see the kids in that 
situation.”
We are grateful for HOPE worldwide’s Chapter volunteers 
who continue to answer Dr. King’s challenge with acts of 
selfless service — on January 18 and throughout the year.

Volunteers from the Southern CA Chapter rolled up 
their sleeves to help beautify a school, prepare gift 
bags for the homeless and reach out to at-risk seniors.

“ Life’s most persistent and urgent 
question is, ‘What are you doing  
for others?’” – Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Central Jersey volunteers aided in local 
cleanup programs.

Columbia, SC volunteers 
partnered with the United Way 
and several other community 
partners to serve.

 Colorado Springs volunteers prepared food for the homeless.

Philadelphia Chapter volunteers installed fire 
detectors and educated families about reducing 
their risk of home fires.

SW Florida Chapter volunteers 
served at a local soup kitchen for 
the homeless.

Top right: The Llorens family in Cebu  
(l-r) Mark, Chris, Marcia and Will. 

Bottom left: Serving impoverished  
communities produced many new friends. 
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