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Profile
Gilli Graham is a young mother who is passionate about defending the ocean and its wildlife. Gilli’s daughter, Chloe, wants to follow in her mum’s footsteps and become a zoologist. Gilli is dedicated to protecting wildlife and nature and it is this that has set her on the path she finds herself on today. Gilli’s goal is to become a marine biologist and photographer. She volunteers for a number of marine conservation organisations and is also a keen diver and sea kayaker. In fact, she is plan-ning to complete a cross-Channel kayak to raise awareness and money for BDMLR and Sea Shepherd. Aboard the Sea Shepherd vessel, the Steve Irwin, Gilli was the Quartermaster, which means that she was responsible for all radio communications with the smaller boats and the helicopter, as well as assisting in general shipping, navigation, chart plotting, radar reading and steering. Gilli also had to look out for icebergs, ships and marine life while out on the high seas.

What led you join Sea ShePherd and then take Part in thiS camPaign?I have always had a great passion for marine conservation. I have worked voluntarily with a number of marine conservation organisations: two great examples are the BDMLR (British Divers Marine Life Rescue) and CSIP (Cetacean Strandings Inves-tigation Programme), who perform necropsies on stranded marine mammals to assess cause of death or any abnormalities within the biology of mammal. In November 2011, I was invited by Captain Paul Watson to join the board of Directors and Trustees for Sea Shepherd UK. Of course, this opportunity I could not turn down! Since that day I have worked on shore doing fundraising, organising events, raising awareness and doing all I can to support the charity. In October 2012, I was offered the opportunity to go and crew aboard the Steve Irwin! 
This was a big decision to make, I was nervous about the idea of leaving my family and my friends and, most importantly, my daughter Chloe. I knew that it would be a difficult thing to do, a serious challenge, but also I knew that it was a really im-portant cause which I care a lot about. It was important to have the chance to stand up for what I believe in and to show my daughter that standing up for what is right is a good thing to do, that anyone can do it, and so this was also a huge aspect in my decision. Knowing that the Japanese whaling fleet would be heading to the Southern Ocean again to illegally slaughter whales in the Southern Ocean Whale Sanctuary - I knew I couldn’t sit back and do nothing.

What WaS it like?
Day-to-day life on the ship was really different. Simple things like not being able to go for a long walk or to get on your bike and go for a ride could be difficult. The crew of the ship is a great community. You all grow pretty close as you are around the same people in a relatively small space for months on end. Luckily, the crew members are pretty like-minded and share many common interests. The Steve Irwin and myself were at sea for 138 days! A very long stretch. The hardest part was being away from my daughter for such an immense period of time. My family also faced their share of upset and stress, as while I was away, we lost loved ones. Being away from them all during those times was very difficult. It was certainly these more-emotionally challenging aspects that were trial-some for me. The campaign was the most-amazingly beautiful but also intensely terrifying and heartbreaking experience.

What WaS the ScarieSt moment?
When at sea in the Southern Ocean Whale Sanctuary, protecting the whales from being illegally slaughtered, we faced many trials. The Sea Shepherd boats have an injunction from the US Courts preventing them from approaching within 500 yards of the whaling fleet, thus we were faced with a challenge. The Japanese whaling fleet has had an injunction against them from the Australian Federal Court since 2008, to prevent them whaling in the Southern Ocean Whale Sanctuary. Every year though, they return, ignoring the laws that are laid before them. This year they took it a step further. Not only did they breach the injunction by entering the whale sanctuary, but they also brought a heavy fuel oil vessel into that whale sanctu-

ary and proceeded to attempt to illegally refuel their vessels. They used violent tactics, threatening the lives of our crew and the crew on board the Sun Laurel (the refueling vessel).
I remember being on the bridge wing of the Steve Irwin and watching the whaling ship Nisshin Maru ramming the Bob Barker. These rammings took place over a few days and were most surreal and persistent. It was terrifying hearing their mayday over the radio, and witnessing their bravery, as Peter Hammerstedt told the Nisshin Maru that he had right of way, and if they want to move him, they will have to sink him - possibly the most haunting words to hear as you are watching this huge ship loom over them and rams into them again and again.

WaS it a SucceSS? 
The entire time we were with the Nisshin Maru they took two whales which we observed. Overall during this campaign we saved 932 whales from the quota given to the Japanese whaling fleet. One of my fondest memories is that I got to helm the ship out of the 60° south (The Southern Ocean Whale Sanctuary) as we escorted the Nisshin Maru from those waters. I also held the record for the highest swell while at the helm of the Steve Irwin this campaign - a seven-metre swell!This is our most successful campaign to date. The Antarctic campaign has been running for the past six years and in those six years we have saved 4,622 whales from being illegally slaughtered, leaving so many of these beautiful mammals to live and to bring more of their wonderful species to our oceans. I have been asked to join both the Bob Barker and the Steve Irwin for the next Antarctic campaign. I feel I would like very much to do so. This is something that has to be considered for many reasons, especially my daughter.

hoW can uk diverS helP?
Marine conservations seems to forever be in need of greater awareness. This is something that UK divers can really help to drive, with their knowledge of what is in those waters and what it is that we are all striving to protect. This can be done by writing to local media sources, holding talks at dive clubs, local events or even universities and colleges. Contact Sea Shep-herd UK if you feel you would like to get involved and would like some ideas as to how YOU can help. Everyone has useful skills and these can be of great benefit to marine conservation and to our charity. We have many outreach events where we raise awareness and fundraise to protect our oceans. To become crew, speaking as a UK Director, I would say your best chance to be on the vessels is for the UK onshore crew to get to know you. So you should get involved and volunteer, as people need to know you and know they can trust you. We have thousands of applicants for the ships and only 120 crew spaces across the fleet. And if you don’t have the time then you can donate directly via our website: www.seashepherd.org/uk 

For more information on Sea Shepherd or any of the other organisations within the UK, I have mentioned please go to:www.SeaShepherd.org/uk main website for information
www.facebook.com/SeaShepherdUK?fref=ts
http://shop.seashepherd.org/?sc=homepage for sea shepherd online merchandise


