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BIOLOGIST NICK Robertson-Brown,
who with his wife Caroline runs
Frogfish Photography in Manchester,
has been made a Fellow of the Royal
Photographic Society. 

Robertson-Brown submitted his
book Underwater Photography:
Art & Techniques, published in
early 2014, for consideration
under the society’s Research,
Education and Application of
Photography category.

“I was previously an
Associate of the RPS but the
reviews on the book convinced
me that it was worthy of
submission for the highest
accolade of the society,” he 
told divEr. “Only two or three
people each year are awarded
FRPS in this category, so I’m
very proud.”

Robertson-Brown is Chair of
the Northern Underwater
Photography Group.

Meanwhile Devon-based
underwater photographer Paul
Naylor is the first recipient of the new
Marsh Award for Marine
Conservation, honouring his
contribution to marine-life
photography and conservation
campaigning.

The award has been created, in
partnership with The Wildlife Trusts,
by the Marsh Christian Trust, which
runs awards across several
conservation themes. Naylor was

nominated by The Wildlife Trusts’
four regional centres in Devon,
Cornwall, Kent and Lincolnshire.

“I am very grateful to The Wildlife
Trusts for all the work they do in
marine conservation,” Naylor told
divEr. “It gives me a wonderful
incentive to take photos.” 

Naylor, who provides his work free
for The Wildlife Trusts campaigns,
added that he felt “humbled at being
chosen, knowing what wonderful
work all the other volunteers do”.

Naylor, of Wembury near
Plymouth, is recognised as one of 
the UK’s top underwater wildlife
photographers and has an extensive
portfolio of British marine species
and habitats. He wrote the reference
book Great British Marine Animals.  ■

Two photographers
make their mark

COME ALONG AND CHAT
with one of our friendly
resident experts.” How

could I refuse such a warm
invitation from the Brighton Dive
Centre, and how would it manage
with my life-long desire to learn
how to dive?

For my last column I visited
Brighton Diving, so I hadn’t
moved far down the coast. They
say first impressions count, and
that was true of the Brighton Dive
Centre – equipment was scattered
all over the store and the counter
was covered in paperwork, post
and other bits of “stuff”.

It looked as if someone had
taken the contents of a dive-shop,
stirred them up and thrown them
in the air to land where they may.

Had I arrived on a bad day? One
look at the centre’s Facebook
page shows a recent picture of the
store looking a bit more organised. 

Scroll down a few months and
there’s a picture on the timeline of
a tidy servicing area – a far cry
from what I saw during my visit. 

Equipment and tools were
scattered in a disorganised way all
over that room.

COULD MAX (THE MANAGER)
rescue his store from my poor first
impressions? As it turned out, 
Max was exactly as described on
the website, a keen diver and very
friendly, though I’m not convinced
that five years as a diver (from his
LinkedIn profile) would qualify
him as an “expert”.

But he did know what he was
talking about in respect of
training. He guided me through

what I always think is the best
option, a Try Dive in the pool,
which would cost me £28. If diving
suited me, I could progress to the
PADI Open Water Diver course at a
fairly reasonable £395. If I took
this route Max would discount the
course by the price of the Try Dive. 

I like that kind of offer; it shows
confidence in the service.

I also warmed to Max’s
commitment to “getting our
students out in open water
whenever we can”, which for
Brighton would be nearby shore
dives. 

For any dive-centre close to
open-water shore-diving there can
be no excuse for opting for the
comfort blanket of flooded
quarries and lakes.

FROM ITS WEBSITE, Facebook
profile and from what Max told
me, the Brighton Dive Centre has 
a thriving dive club with local and
overseas dives scheduled
throughout the year. 

The open-water dives arranged
on the board in the store were
clear evidence that the divers get
into the water whenever they can. 

So, as far as the website’s
promises go, the Brighton Dive
Centre delivers what is on the side
of its tin. It’s friendly and, as far as
training is concerned, Max knew
his stuff. 

However, it could do with
visiting and learning from some of
the slicker dive centres along the
south coast, where the state of
messiness I found the store to be
in would not be tolerated. 

Max – tidy up! 

Pictured: Nick Robertson-Brown and
his picture of sharks in formation.

Pictured: Paul Naylor and his picture
of a male corkwing wrasse with nest.
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