
AIMED at the novice
aquatic snapper,
Underwater
Photography – Art
and Techniques
takes the reader
through the
fundamentals of image capture, how to
approach different subjects and finally
post processing considerations.
Illustrated with some superb images,

many of which are taken by the author,
the text is easy to follow and understand.
My only criticism is that a few of the
pictures are a little dark and too small.
Certain topics do get repeated – but

this is no bad thing as concepts such as
exposure that are essential to taking good
pictures cannot be over-emphasised.
I particularly enjoyed the chapter on

wreck photography and especially the use
of monochrome. The image of the
Numidia was glorious and really deserved
a full page. Nick is passionate about this
subject – his enthusiasm is evident
throughout. It leaves the reader keen to
get back in the water to try out some of
the techniques.
The emphasis is very much on compact

and micro four-thirds cameras (although
DSLRs are touched on). Happily, the
author doesn’t fall into the trap of getting
too technical – it’s all very straightforward
to follow.
Besides the comprehensive technical

advice, this book also furnishes the
reader with valuable information on
certain aspects of diving, such as
buoyancy control, critter shooting
etiquette as well as what to expect when
faced with trying to take images of
sharks in full predatory mode.
As a manual, Underwater Photography

– Art and Techniques covers all the
essentials and is a must-read for anyone
who is just about to or has recently
purchased an underwater camera system.
And with a cover price of just £16.99 for
176 pages it represents great value for
money considering the sheer amount of
knowledge you will gain by reading it.

Charles Hood

Book review
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Showing off at LIDS
IT was another successful weekend for BSAC at the recent London International Dive Show,
which saw another increase in the number of new members joining BSAC.
Held at London’s ExCel, LIDS 2014 was staged alongside three other outdoor and sports

shows – a departure for the event - bringing in non-divers to the show’s hall, alongside its
usual diving visitors.
The BSAC area was a busy focal point for visitors over the weekend, with the main stand

boosted by the popular Branch Pod feature, which saw 11 BSAC clubs showcasing their
diving, and the BSAC Kidz Zone. BSAC also ran free AED and Nitrox workshops on the
Saturday and the show saw the official launch of BSAC’s updated Travel Partner member
benefit scheme.
And, as a result of a new member show

offer that was run in conjunction with BSAC’s
Facebook page, over 100 people joined the
club over the LIDS weekend.
Chief Executive Mary Tetley said there was a

fantastic atmosphere around the BSAC area.
“It was really encouraging to talk to so many
people, including non-divers, who wanted to
hear more about diving with BSAC. As always,
our Branch Pods did a magnificent job and
were the perfect showcase for just what BSAC
diving is all about.”
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Remembering Paul
Smithson
AT the time of my first encounter with Paul I was an
instructor on a Boat Handling Course in 1990 and Paul
was one of the students, writes former North East
Regional Coach Ken Smith. Paul had been smitten by
the diving bug a mere three months earlier.
I remember thinking at the time that he was a larger
than life individual, both in character and stature.

My next encounter was on a Club Instructor course in April 1992, when he was
assigned to my group. He told me he was interested in becoming an instructor and
I offered to coach him. We quickly built up a close friendship and I was delighted when
he passed his exam at the first attempt. This was not good enough for Paul, however,
and he immediately told me he wanted to be an Advanced Instructor. It took me a little
longer but he passed the exam in August 1993.
Once he had the Advanced Instructor under his belt, I invited him onto the North East

Coaching team as I had been promoted to Regional Coach. To say I made a good choice
would be an understatement. He was certainly an asset to the region.
Paul became a National Instructor in August 1999. As an NI, he ran the Tenerife event

for several years, eventually passing this particular baton to Dennis Wigg. He mentored
scores of would-be NIs and, of course, Open Water and Advanced Instructors.
In 2006 Paul retired from the Durham Constabulary after 30 years service and he

moved to the Greek Island of Paxos. However, Paul’s feet soon began to itch and Crete
was his next port of call. In September 2013 he moved to Spain and settled in the district
of Valencia. He lived next door to another Advanced Instructor friend of ours called John
Scullion (aka Scully).
My wife and I had already booked Christmas in Benidorm and Paul came to spend a

couple of days with us. This was the last time we were together. Paul had been suffering
with a severe chest infection and was far from well. Two weeks later, Scully found Paul
sitting in his favourite chair with his beloved cat, Sammy, on his knee. Paul had suffered
a massive heart attack and passed away in the night.
I am writing this with tears in my eyes and a heavy heart. Paul did not give his

friendship easily and I feel honoured that he chose me to be his best mate.
Ken Smith

SCUBA editor Simon Rogerson at
Luton SAC’s branch pod
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