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Nick and Caroline Robertson-Brown head to the southwest
to see what this revitalised event has to offer the visiting diver
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----- all hail -----
ScubaFeSt!
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Richard Corner 
from Mares going 
for a dive

Dean from Apeks/Aqualung 
took third prize

Venturing in for a 
shore dive

Simon Chance 
outside the

PADI yurt

The Bauer team 
hard at work

“We were amazed at how many of the divers, who were now 
packed into the bar, had made the effort to get into the 

spirit of the ‘Computer Games’ fancy dress theme”

D
ue to the fact that we had had two 
photo gigs up in Manchester on the 
Saturday morning, we didn’t arrive at 
Pentewan Sands for Cornwall ScubaF-
est until 7.30pm. Despite that, it was a 

great time to arrive; the campsite and caravan park 
were bursting with a riot of colours and smells, with 
dive flags and marine-life-based kites and wind 
socks flying from every pitch, and the unmistak-
able scent of barbecues heavy in the air. We could 
instantly see that the first day had been a success, 
with lots of divers attending the SITA-organised 
event. There were happy, smiling faces - a little bit 
red from perhaps a little too much sun - everywhere 
you looked. Of the 450 people or so who had 
turned up for the first ScubaFest of the year, many 
had been diving either from the shore, in the pool 
or on one of the several boats that were ferrying 
people to the dive sites in the area. Before we had 
even booked in, we got the feeling there was a real 
festival atmosphere.
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Having checked in, emptied the VW Caddy into 
the static caravan and put the cameras and hous-
ings together for the next day’s diving, we wan-
dered down to the Seahorse Club for the evening’s 
entertainment. It was Saturday night and this 
means fancy dress and karaoke - and many people 
were taking it very seriously. There were Superma-
rios, Sonic the Hedgehog, Tetris, a Lara Croft and 
there were Sims everywhere. We were amazed at 
how many of the divers, who were now packed into 
the bar, had made the effort to get into the spirit of 
the ‘Computer Games’ fancy dress theme. There was 
a great atmosphere in the Seahorse; everyone had 
clearly had a lovely day and were looking forward 
to more diving on the Sunday. Later in the evening, 

the karaoke started up, with some confident, if 
somewhat tuneless, performances fuelled by some 
Cornish beers! 

The event is held at Pentewan Sands, near St 
Austell in Cornwall, and this is an ideal venue, with 
a boat launch, on-site pool, a huge bar/restaurant 
as well as a beach bar, takeaway food, supermarket 
and a wide range of camping and caravan options 
for those who come along. The ScubaFest village, 
or ‘Toy Town’, had been set up on a large field near 
the shore, with yurts housing a host of equipment 
manufacturers, clothing companies, dive holiday 
operators and training agencies. When you 
were not out diving, you could take a casu-
al look at the latest equipment from Apeks, 
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Fourth Element, Prawno Apparel, Liquid Vision, 
Typhoon, Suunto, Atomic, Sea&Sea, Aqualung and 
Ocean Reef. PADI, BSAC and SSI were there to offer 
advice on training, and Oonas Divers, along with 
their in-house photographer Alex Tattersall, were 
there to tempt divers on trips overseas. The super-
friendly team at Bauer Compressors were there to 
fill your tanks, offering this service from early in the 
morning until late at night so that no divers went 

“By the end of the day, most faces were even redder than 
they were the day before from another glorious round 

of sunshine and wind burn”

Posing goby was 
among the marine 
life encountered

Sonic the Hedgehog was one 
of the fancy dress faves

without the air they needed for the next dive. They 
really did a great job! 

Sunday brought much the same weather-wise. 
The wind was coming in at a reasonable pace at 
an angle that was hardly conducive to diving. 
However, this failed to put many people off. Local 
hard boats and RIBs shuttled divers throughout the 
weekend, with some offering four trips per day, so 
that no-one was disappointed. Mark from Atlantic 
Scuba kept running his RIB all day and, having 
shore-dived Mevagissey in the morning, we jumped 
onto the RIB Stingray and headed out to Curran’s 
Reef. Despite the not-insubstantial onshore wind, 
the vis was quite acceptable by UK standards; we 
had at least a metre and a half on the shore dive, 
and probably two out on Curran’s Reef.

The diving in the area can be suited to all levels of 
diver, which makes this area perfect for the event. 
Our shore dive entailed just a few steps into the 
sheltered bay next to the harbour and it offered a 
series of shallow gullies that threw up a wealth of 
marine life. Anemones and seaweed hugged the 
rocky outcrops, with nudibranchs, tompot blen-
nies, sticklebacks and wrasse all hiding among the 
flora. Our boat dive gave us a harder climb up and 
down the harbour stairs (all good for working off 
the food and drink of the weekend) down to where 
our RIB was waiting. As the wind had picked up a 
little, the ride out to the site was a little bumpy, but 
once under the water, it was well worth it, with pink 
seafans, spider crabs and cat sharks as some of the 
highlights of this colourful reef that was covered 
in dead man’s fingers. The dive ended somewhat 
humorously with blood everywhere; Nick cut his 

finger before the dive and, having hastily donned 
his gloves, forgot all about it until he took them 
off at the end. Isn’t blood red when it is hyper-
oxygenated!

Back at Pentewan Sands, PADI offered rebreather 
and technical try-dives, SSI provided free-diving 
courses in the pool and workshops on technical 
configuration, and BSAC were also offering try-dives 
to the many children who attended over the week-
end. This is a very family friendly event, with plenty 
for all the family to do each day. 

By the end of the day, most faces were even 
redder than they were the day before from another 
glorious round of sunshine and wind burn. Eve-
ryone looked happy and the feedback from the 
sponsors and exhibitors was really positive. There 
had been good footfall and the BSAC Beach Nature 
Watch was a brilliant success with the younger 
people. I spoke to several attendees who had tried 
some of the kit that the exhibitors had brought 
along for people to try. It is always great to ‘try be-
fore you buy’ and I think several of the people who 
had tried the kit were off back to their local dive 
shop to buy their own.

The Sunday was finished off with the awards 
going to those that had entered the underwater 
photography splash-in competition. All the images 
were displayed and then Charlie Hood, who had 
judged the competition, handed out some great 
prizes, donated by the dive companies attending, to 
those that had been placed. The winning shot was 
by Dave Peake, of a freediver posing in the sunny 
shallows. After that, a live band played until late.

Monday morning was a little quieter, with revel-
lers getting a lie-in as the teams packed away. The 
wind had picked up overnight and so the boats 
were lifted out of the water, or safely moored in 
the harbour. We decided that we wanted to get in 
one last dive of the weekend, but decided to make 
it a detour dive on our way home, to see if the cut-
tlefish of Babbacombe were still in residence. Alas, 
the wind had taken its toll, and we would not have 
been able to see them, even though I am sure they 
were there. As if to finish off the weekend, and wave 
us on our long journey back north, a seal popped 
his head up, gave us a nod and sent us on our way 
up the steep climb out of the bay.

Now we are very much looking forward to the 
next ScubaFest event, which is going to be a great 
weekend in Anglesey on 16-17 August (go to: www.
scubafest.co.uk to book your spot now). Many of 
the exhibitors will be returning, and several new 
ones too. The Northern Underwater Photography 
Group (NUPG) have thrown open their Summer 
Splash-In to all attending, and there are some great 
trophies for all categories, including compacts. 
Everyone there will get the chance to be a judge by 
voting for their favourite images on the Saturday 
evening. Summer has finally started! n


