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BBC CHIEFS
TAKING US
FOR A RIDE
Exec taxi journeys up 50%
FATCAT BBC chiefs were last 
night accused of taking  licence 
payers for a ride after spend-
ing nearly 50% more on taxis.

Cab journeys by the Beeb’s 96 top 
bosses, who earn over £150,000 a 
year, now cost nearly £10,000 a 
month.

Over three months that was a 
49% increase on the previous 
three months. And taxi spending 
rose by 20% in a year, according 
to fi gures out  yesterday.

Among the big claimants was 
the outgoing chief operating 
offi cer Caroline Thomson, 58. 
She earned £307,000 a year 
and claimed £1,178 for 
taxis in July-September 

2012. The BBC’s creative director Alan 
Yentob, 65, who is paid £168,300 a year, 
spent £822 on cabs in his quarterly claim.

Matthew Sinclair, chief executive of the 
TaxPayers’ Alliance, said: “Licence fee 

payers are being taken for a ride. 
BBC taxi costs were supposed to be 

coming down, but executives are 
racking even bigger bills.

“The licence fee is too high and 
cutting these costs would give 
families a break.”
But the BBC claimed it had 

made signifi cant progress in 
cutting overall expenses for 

executives, with an 8% 
annual reduction.
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Flipper  
boy’s 
dream

★ A BOY of seven 
who lost his legs 

as a baby after having 
meningitis is hoping for 
his own Dolphin Tale.

When Cieran Kelso 
wanted to swim with 
pals, dad Gary, 34, and 
stepmum Gemma, 28, of 
Northwich, Cheshire, 

raised £1,000 for 
prosthetic fl ippers.

★ Cieran now aims to 
go to Florida to 

swim with Dolphin Tale 
fi lm star Winter, who has 
a prosthetic tail.

Gemma, said: “He 
dreams of swimming 
with her one day.”

CAB FAB: Director Yentob
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