
W
reck Diver is a popular PADI 
Specialty course and it is easy to see 
why. Whether you are in the UK or 
somewhere more exotic, there are 
always wrecks and, with no two 

alike, there is a lot to keep even the keenest divers 
satisfied.

Since learning to dive last year, wrecks have always 
intrigued me; exploring wrecks from years gone by 
must feel like you are diving back into history! As 
mentioned previously, all wrecks are different, each 
with a unique story and a reason they are there - well, 
this certainly appealed to me, so I began working 
towards this Specialty as part of my Advanced Open 
Water Diver course.

Before the first dive I was conscious about getting 
my equipment streamlined and my buoyancy spot on. 
This is very important because wrecks can have tight 
areas which dangling equipment could snag on, and 
they also generally have silt on the bottom which, 

without good buoyancy control, could cause you to 
kick the bottom up and reduce visibility, turning the 
dive into a dangerous situation for you and your 
buddy.

I knew on this dive I wouldn’t be penetrating any 
wrecks, just observing for potential hazards, entry/exit 
points, getting a general observation of the wreck and 
practicing fining techniques. It was a good dive and it 
enabled me to start developing my penetration plan 
with my instructors Nick and Caroline.

The next couple of dives I practiced various different 
skills, most notably how to deploy a line using a reel. I 
first practiced this on the outside of the wreck and I 
was surprised how tasking I found it. There is a lot to 
think about when trying to deploy a line; keeping your 
buoyancy tight, making sure you don’t kick or collide 
with the wreck and keeping an eye on your gauges. It 
is also notably more difficult when you have thick 5mm 
gloves on!

For the last dive I gave the briefing. I explained the 
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Whether sunk on purpose as an artificial reef or the result of mishap, wrecks open fascinating win-
dows to the past. Most divers find wrecked ships, airplanes and even automobiles nearly irresistible 
because they’re intriguing to explore, exciting avenues of discovery, and usually teeming with aquatic 
life. The PADI Wreck Diver course teaches you the ins and outs of rewarding, responsible wreck diving.

For more information about the PADI Deep Diver course, visit www.padi.com
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hazards I had observed, the entry point I had chosen 
and how we were going to conduct the dive. As we 
approached the wreck I made sure I had adequate 
buoyancy and began looking for a suitable place to tie 
the line. Once inside I tied off again and then gestured 
to my buddies waiting outside to follow me in. It felt 
great to be leading the dive (under instructor 
supervision) and we soon emerged at the other end, 
posed for a few photographs and then I turned around 
and wound the line in, un-doing the attachment points 
as I went. 

I knew I was going to enjoy this course before it had 
begun. I now feel better prepared to conduct a wreck 
dive correctly. If you are planning on doing wreck 
diving primarily, get yourself signed up to this fantastic 
course! n

NB: Matt’s continued PADI education has been supported 
by Frogfish Photography, PADI EMEA, Mares, Apeks, 
DiveLife, Suunto and Fourth Element.
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“There is a lot to think 
about when trying to 

deploy a line; keeping your 
buoyancy tight, making 

sure you don’t kick or 
collide with the wreck and 

keeping an eye on 
your gauges”


