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Greeting & Thanksgiving 
1 Corinthians 1:1-9 

Openings to Letters 

Words of Thanksgiving 
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1 Corinthians 1:1-3 

 1 Paul, called by the will of God to be an apostle 
of Christ Jesus, and our brother Sosthenes, 2 To the 
church of God that is in Corinth, to those sanctified in 
Christ Jesus, called to be saints together with all those 
who in every place call upon the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours: 3 Grace to you 
and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

1 Corinthians 1:4-9 

 4 I give thanks to my God always for you because 
of the grace of God that was given you in Christ Jesus, 5 
that in every way you were enriched in him in all speech 
and all knowledge— 6 even as the testimony about 
Christ was confirmed among you— 7 so that you are not 
lacking in any spiritual gift, as you wait for the revealing 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, 8 who will sustain you to the 
end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God 
is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship 
of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Hermeneutical Questions: 

• What would Scripture be missing if 
this passage was omitted? 

• What does this passage teach us about 
ourselves? 

• What does this passage teach us about 
God? 

• How does this passage of Scripture 
point us to Jesus? 

Outline 

 
 
1:1-3: Paul’s Greeting 
 
1:4-9: Paul’s Words of Thanksgiving 

Greeting Structure 
Cameos 1-4: 
 
1. 1Paul, called by the will of God   GOD (His Will) 
    to be an apostle of Christ Jesus,   Christ Jesus 
    and our brother Sosthenes,   Paul & Sosthenes 
 

 2. 2To the church of God which is at Corinth,   
         to those made holy in Christ Jesus,  TO CORINTHIANS 

     to those called out as saints   (Christ, you) 
 

 3. together with all those who are called 
     by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,  TO ALL CHRISTIANS 
     in every meeting place of them and of us.  (Christ, they) 

 
4. 3Grace to you and peace   GRACE TO YOU 
     from God our Father    From God our Father 
     and the Lord Jesus Christ   & Lord Jesus Christ 
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The Prayer of Thanksgiving Structure 
Cameos 5-8: 
 
5. 4I give thanks to God always for you   GRACE TO YOU 
    because of the grace of God    From God 
    which was given to you in Christ Jesus,   In Christ 
 

 6. 5that in every way you were enriched in him 
     in all speech and all knowledge    CHRIST SUSTAINED 
     6even as the testimony to Christ was sustained among you Among You (now) 
     so you are not lacking in any spiritual gift 

 
 7. as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
     8who will sustain you to the end,    LORD JESUS CHRIST 
     guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.   Will Sustain You (then) 

 
8. 9God is faithful,      GOD is faithful 
    by whom you were called    Your Calling 
    into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord  Christ Son/Lord 

•  Cameo 1 (v. 1): Paul is 
already defending his 
apostleship.  That defense 
comes to full bloom in 9:1-18. 
•  Here he reminds his 

readers that he did not 
choose his calling as an 
apostle, but he was called 
by the will of God to this 
ministry. 

•  Cameo 4 (v. 3): mirrors cameo 
1 (v. 1) and emphasizes that 
our calling is a result of God’s 
grace. 

Things to Note: 

Sosthenes 
•  In Acts 18:17: Sosthenes is 

identified as the head of the 
synagogue in Corinth. 

•  Under his leadership a case 
was made against Paul to the 
famous Roman judge Gallio. 

•  Gallio dismissed the case, 
publicly humiliating the Jewish 
community which then took 
out its frustrations and anger 
on Sosthenes by beating him in 
front of the court for having 
led them into the public 
debacle. 

What happened next? 
•  We are not told… but it is natural to assume that the 

evening of the beating, Sosthenes and his family 
were trying to recover from the day by tending to 
Sosthenes bruised pride and body. 
•  They were isolated, humiliated, wounded, and 

frightened. 
•  No one could expect Paul’s new converts to side 

with the man who tried to harm their leader and 
their cause. 

•  But is it not like Paul to have visited Sosthenes 
on that occasion to express sympathy for the 
abuse that Sosthenes had sustained? 

•  The irony of such a visit could not have been 
missed by anyone.  The purpose of Sosthenes’ 
action was to harm Paul.   
•  That plan failed, and the harm fell on Sosthenes 

instead. 

Overcoming evil with good was a formative 

part of Paul’s theology (Romans 12:19-21) 
•  In this very epistle Paul writes, 

“When reviled, we bless; when 
persecuted, we endure” (4:12). 

•  Had Paul made such a visit, 
Sosthenes would have been deeply 
moved. 

•  Did Sosthenes turn towards Christ in 
faith? 

•  We don’t know… 

•  But what we do know is that a 
well known and respected person 
by the name of Sosthenes sent the 
letter along with Paul. 

Cameos 2 & 3 (verses 2-3): How 
does Paul refer to them? 

•  Paul Calls them saints (v. 2)! 
•  They were getting drunk at 

Communion and shouting insults 
at each other. 

•  One of them was sleeping with 
his mother-in-law. 

•  There was chaos in their worship 
services. 

•  They were divided by factions. 
•  Yet Paul called them saints. 

•  Clearly for Paul, “a saint” meant 
a person who had received the 
Holy Spirit and not a person who 
had reached some undefined 
stratospheric level of piety. 
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What did Paul give thanks for? 
•  Cameo 5 (verse 4): “the grace of God 

which was given to you in Christ 
Jesus.” 

•  This is like a father addressing a 
“difficult child” at dinner and saying 
to him, “Johnny, every night I am 
deeply grateful to your mother who 
bathes you and dresses you in clean 
clothes before supper.” 

•  It is not a compliment to Johnny. 

•  The Corinthians had received a 
great deal of grace. 

•  And their response to it was 
deeply flawed. 

How So? 
Cameos 6 & 7 (Verses 5-8): 
6. 5that in every way you were enriched in him 
    in all speech and all knowledge     CHRIST SUSTAINED 
    6even as the testimony to Christ was sustained among you  Among You (now) 
    so you are not lacking in any spiritual gift 
 
7. as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
    8who will sustain you to the end,     LORD JESUS CHRIST 
    guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.    Will Sustain You (then) 

•  The Corinthians were proud of their “speech” (tongues), “knowledge”, and 
“spiritual gifts” in general. 
•  Their pride led to quarrelling and divisions, and Paul addresses each of 

these areas in chapters 12 & 14. 
•  Here Paul redirects their attention to how they have been “enriched in 

Christ” in regards to their speech, knowledge, and spiritual gifts (v. 5); put 
another way, the gifts they possess are not innate, but given by God. 
•  He will redirect their attention again at the outset of each of his five 

essays that make up this letter to the Corinthians (Bailey, 62). 

What is more, it is Christ who 
Sustains us Both Now & For Eternity 
• Cameo 6: “6even as the 

testimony about Christ was 
sustained among you…” 

• Cameo 7: “8who will sustain you 
to the end, guiltless in the day of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

• Point: the confirming/
sustaining/strengthening that 
has already taken place will 
continue until the day of 
judgment. 

Cameo 8: Verse 9 
•  The final cameo in verse 8 makes 

a concluding statement about 
the nature of God. 

4. 9God is faithful,     
     by whom you were called 
     into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus 
     Christ our Lord. 
•  The Corinthians may not be faithful

—but God is! 
•  Furthermore, it is instructive to note 

that the word “to call” (kaleo) occurs 
three times in the opening lines and 
reappears here in cameo 8. 
•  The emphasis is not on our 

efforts, but on what God has 
done! 

What Does this Passage 
Teach Us about God? 

• God is faithful, 
even though we 
are not. 

• God is gracious. 

What Does this Passage 
Teach Us about Ourselves? 

• We are only 
considered holy, 
and saints of God, 
because of God’s 
calling on our life. 
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Where is Christ in the 
Passage? 

•  Christ is the One who 
sets us apart and 
makes us holy (v. 2). 

•  Jesus is the one that 
will sustain and 
confirm us before God 
the Father both today 
and forever (vv.’s 6-8). 

The Gospel 

• Christ became 
what He was 
not, so that we 
could become 
what we are not. 

September 6th Study 

1 Corinthians 1:10-17: Divisions in the Church 


