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Wisdom from the Spirit 
1 Corinthians 2:6-16 

What Does Honey Tastes Like? 

Describe the Grand Canyon What About the Beach? 

What is it Like to Drive a Jeep? What is God Like? 
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True Knowledge Requires 
Personal Experience 

•  There is a difference between 
having a rational judgment 
that honey is sweet, and 
having a sense of its sweetness. 
•  A man may possess 

knowledge about how 
honey tastes, but he cannot 
have a sense of its 
sweetness unless he has 
tasted it. 

•  Likewise, there is a difference 
between having an opinion 
that God is holy and gracious, 
and having a sense of the 
loveliness and beauty of that 
holiness and grace. 

But How? 

How are we to 
acquire such 
knowledge? 

1 Corinthians 2:6-10 
 6 Yet among the mature we do impart wisdom, although it 

is not a wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are 
doomed to pass away. 7 But we impart a secret and hidden 
wisdom of God, which God decreed before the ages for our 
glory. 8 None of the rulers of this age understood this, for if they 
had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9 But, as it 
is written,  

 “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of 
 man imagined, what God has prepared for those who love 
 him”— 

10 these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the 
Spirit searches everything, even the depths of God.  

1 Corinthians 2:6-10 
11 For who knows a person's thoughts except the spirit of that 
person, which is in him? So also no one comprehends the 
thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. 12 Now we have 
received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from 
God, that we might understand the things freely given us by 
God. 13 And we impart this in words not taught by human 
wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to 
those who are spiritual.  

 14 The natural person does not accept the things of the 
Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to 
understand them because they are spiritually discerned. 15 The 
spiritual person judges all things, but is himself to be judged by 
no one. 16 "For who has understood the mind of the Lord so as 
to instruct him?" But we have the mind of Christ. 

Hermeneutical Questions: 

• What would Scripture be missing if 
this passage was omitted? 

• What does this passage teach us about 
ourselves? 

• What does this passage teach us about 
God? 

• How does this passage of Scripture 
point us to Jesus? 

Outline 

1.  The Understanding of this Age 

2.  The Understanding of God 

3.  Gaining A New Understanding 
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•  Wisdom in the age of information. 
• Much like the Corinthians, modern people greatly value 

knowledge.  Our research institutions are doing some of 
the most cutting-edge work in the world. 

•  From the perspective of data and information, we know 
more about this world than any other culture that has 
preceded us. 
• However, while quantifiable knowledge and data 

collection is important, it is also limited in three ways: 
•  Limited by time. 
•  Limited by senses. 
•  Limited by access. 

1. The Understanding of this Age Limited by Time 

• V. 6: “The wisdom of this 
age… [is] doomed to pass 
away.” 
• We are embarrassed about 

what people thought in the 
past? 

• What knowledge do we 
possess today that we will 
be embarrassed of 
tomorrow? 

Limited by Senses 
•  V. 9: “What no eye has seen, 

nor ear heard, nor the heart 
of man imagined, what God 
has prepared for those who 
love Him.” 

•  Paul references Isaiah 64:4 
to indicate that some things 
are simply out of reach. 

•  It is presumptuous to claim 
that the only realities that 
are knowable are those that 
we can perceive with our 
senses. 

C.S. Lewis on the Senses 
•  Lewis contrasts the different qualities of 

life of plants, animals, and humans: 
•  All three respond to certain types of 

stimuli, but they all have different 
ranges of sensations. 
•  A plant will respond to the sun 

through the activity of 
photosynthesis. 

•  But an animal has the ability to 
experience the five senses; 
therefore, their sense perception is 
greater than a plant. 

•  Sense perception is even greater in 
humans because we are able to 
experience certain realities that 
animals cannot. 

Lewis Continues… 
•  Lewis argues that there is 

another dimension of the 
quality of life. 
•  Namely the spiritual or 

eternal life, which is 
greater than natural life. 

•  Paul is saying that while 
the understanding of this 
age can discern a limited 
amount of awareness, we 
cannot, and do not come 
to a knowledge of God 
without God’s help. 

Limited by Access 

•  V. 11: “For who knows a 
person’s thoughts except the 
spirit of that person, which 
is in him? So also no one 
comprehends the thoughts of 
God except the Spirit of 
God.” 

•  Our understanding is 
incredibly limited by our 
inability to fully know 
anyone apart from ourselves. 
•  If we struggle to 

understand others, how 
much more God? 
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2. The Understanding of God 

•  In contrast to our limited knowledge, the Bible 
presents a God who expands the borders of all 
understanding and comprehension. 
• God’s knowledge is eternal not limited: “But we 

impart a secret and hidden wisdom of God, which 
God decreed before the ages for our glory” (v. 7). 

• It is also not limited to sensory perception (v. 
9): “But, as it is written, ‘What no eye has seen, 
nor ear heard, nor the heart of man imagined, 
what God has prepared for those who love 
Him.” 

God as Personal 
•  The idea of a personal 

God would have been 
almost impossible for 
the Corinthians to 
understand—as it is 
equally difficult for 
us. 

•  It is much easier to 
keep God at a safe 
distance assuming 
that He is just an  
impersonal force or 
set of data. 

Understanding God Personally 
•  Understanding God personally is similar to 

understanding anything else. 

•  True knowledge cannot be obtained unless 
you learn it from the inside. 

•  This is the essential difference between 
knowledge and understanding. 

•  It is the difference between rote 
memorization of vocabulary words and 
fluency in a language. 

•  Think about this: would you want to be 
operated on by a medical student who 
has never been in an operating room? 

•  While they may know the ins and 
outs of the problem, they have not 
yet learned or experienced the feel of 
surgery. 

In this way, knowing God is radically different 

than knowing about God. 
• True knowledge is inner, 

personal understanding. 
• If we ever hope to know 

God, we have to humble 
ourselves and come to know 
Him on His terms. 

• And how does He make 
Himself known? 
• On the cross… in worldly 

weakness & foolishness. 

3. Gaining A New Understanding 

•  At this point, we might conclude 
that to know God, we need to 
condescend and admit our limits. 

•  But this conclusion is 
problematic because we cannot 
gain this new understanding 
on our own. 

•  There is no way for anyone to 
enter into the culture of the 
Godhead on their own! 

•  We are enslaved to sin and 
unable to look past ourselves. 

•  So then, how can our 
knowledge of God become 
personal? 

God’s Graceful 
Condescension in Christ 

•  We do not need to condescend 
to God and enter His culture; 
He needs to condescend and 
enter into ours. 

•  The limited cannot transcend 
their limits; rather, the 
limitlessly enlightened One 
needs to enter the limitations of 
space and time in order to 
communicate Himself to us. 

•  The only way to know God 
personally, is to get to know 
Him as He has revealed 
Himself. 
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God’s Graceful Work 
through the Spirit 

•  How do we not just know 
facts about God, but 
experience Him, like we 
experience the sweetness of 
honey? 

•  Through God the Holy Spirit: 
•  “no one comprehends the 

thoughts of God except the 
Spirit of God. Now we have 
received not the spirit of the 
world, but the Spirit who is 
from God, that we might 
understand the things freely 
given us by God” (vv. 11-12). 

What does the Spirit do? 
•  The Holy Spirit gives us “the 

mind of Christ” (v. 16). 

•  He reconfigures the way we 
understand God, ourselves, 
others, and the world we live in. 

•  This means that knowing God—
and gaining this new 
understanding—is God’s work 
from start to finish. 

•  We may by analyzing Jesus as 
Nicodemus did, but we will not 
gain understanding until we 
enter into the life of Christ 
through the aid of God the Holy 
Spirit. 

What Does this Passage 
Teach Us About Ourselves? 

• “The natural person 
does not accept the 
things of the Spirit of 
God, for they are folly 
to him…” (v. 14). 

• We need God the Holy 
Spirit’s help! 

What Does this Passage 
Teach Us About God? 

• God is a personal 
being. 

• And He wants to 
have a personal 
relationship with us. 

• God loves us! 

Where is Christ in the 
Passage? 

• He is found adjusting 
to us on the cross. 

• God wants us to have 
the mind of Christ. 

The Gospel 
•  Christ became a fool on the 

cross to make us wise. 

•  And Jesus became separated 
from His Father on the cross 
in order that we might be 
reconnected to the Godhead. 

•  To the extent that you have 
experienced Christ’s love in 
your life will be the extent by 
which you can show that love 
to a foolish world. 
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October 4th Study 

1 Corinthians 3:1-23: Infants in Christ 


