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Infants in Christ 
1 Corinthians 3:1-9 

Name that Genre 

What’s Going On? 

• We all desire growth. 
• The self-improvement industry 

proves this point as it is an 
$11.17 billion dollar industry. 

• We not only desire growth, we 
are obsessed by it! 

Children of the Enlightenment 

•  As children of the 
Enlightenment we have 
largely come to see the 
acquiring of truth as a 
head trip,  
•  and that a good mind 

and willingness to 
work hard is all that is 
needed for success—be 
it physical or spiritual. 

•  Paul disagrees. 

1 Corinthians 3:1-4 
 1 But I, brothers, could not address you as 

spiritual people, but as people of the flesh, as 
infants in Christ. 2 I fed you with milk, not solid 
food, for you were not ready for it. And even now 
you are not yet ready, 3 for you are still of the flesh. 
For while there is jealousy and strife among you, 
are you not of the flesh and behaving only in a 
human way? 4 For when one says, "I follow Paul," 
and another, "I follow Apollos,"are you not being 
merely human?  

1 Corinthians 3:5-9 
5 What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants 
through whom you believed, as the Lord assigned 
to each. 6 I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave 
the growth. 7 So neither he who plants nor he who 
waters is anything, but only God who gives the 
growth. 8 He who plants and he who waters are 
one, and each will receive his wages according to 
his labor. 9 For we are God's fellow workers. You 
are God's field, God's building.  
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Hermeneutical Questions: 

• What would Scripture be missing if 
this passage was omitted? 

• What does this passage teach us about 
ourselves? 

• What does this passage teach us about 
God? 

• How does this passage of Scripture 
point us to Jesus? 

Outline 

1.  Growth Desired (3:1-2a) 

2.  Growth Derailed (3:2b-4) 

3.  Growth Given (3:5-9) 

1) Growth Desired (3:1-2a) 
• Our cultural narrative is one 

of progression, development, 
advancement, boundary 
pushing, and evolution. 

• We want the newest, fastest, 
hottest, latest, and greatest 
things. 

• Behind our obsession with 
growth and progress lies the 
fear that if we stop evolving 
we will cease to matter. 

A Drive for Growth & Progress 
is not all bad. 

•  Living things are 
supposed to grow: 

•  Children are expected 
to grow. 

•  Middle-school students 
are expected to 
advance to high school. 

•  Hard working employees 
are expected to 
advance in their 
careers. 

Fear of Decline 
• We go to great lengths to 

hide decline in our lives. 

• Even though decline and 
death are inevitable, we fight 
back. 
• We do so through 

chemicals and anti-aging 
products. 

• We hide regression with 
substances and medicine. 

While Growth is Desired, it has 
become Derailed. 

•  You can imagine how the 
Corinthians must have 
felt when Paul informed 
them that they had not 
only failed to grow 
spiritually,  

•  but that they were 
actually infants in 
Christ. 

•  The Reason? 
• Their efforts had 

derailed them. 
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2) Growth Derailed (3:2b-4) 

•  The signs of their derailment 
are witnessed in their 
factionalism, jealousy, and 
strife in the church. 

•  Paul calls jealousy and strife 
“works of the flesh” on par 
with idolatry, sorcery, and 
sexual immorality (Gal. 
5:19-20). 
•  These works are in direct 

contrast to the fruit of the 
Spirit. 

The Problem: 
•  The Corinthians were tapping 

into the wrong source for 
growth. 

•  We often end up searching for 
growth in all the wrong 
places: 
•  We look to things like 

clothing, travel, gourmet 
meals, and sophisticated 
culture to pull us forward 
toward our real selves—and 
we meticulously document 
our findings on social 
media for the world to see. 

We look to other individuals 
•  Romantic 

relationships, 
industry leaders, 
gifted writers, and 
even influential 
pastors to provide a 
sense of progress. 

•  That is what was 
going on in Corinth 
when they said, “I 
follow Paul or I 
follow Apollos.” 

Paul Asks, “Are you not 
[acting] in the flesh?” (v. 3) 

•  He continues in v. 4: “When one says, ‘I 
follow Paul,’ and another ‘I follow 
Apollos,’ are you not being merely 
human?” 

•  Paul’s aim is to ask diagnostic questions 
so that they will be able to make an 
assessment about what’s going on inside. 

•  Paul is suggesting that the very root of 
the problem is that they are aligned with 
the wrong source. 

•  Ultimately, the Corinthians are trusting 
in themselves and their ability to 
determine what growth is and how it can 
be attained. 

•  Growth is ultimately derailed when we 
search for it in ourselves. 

Paul is showing them that their source of 

growth currently is their patron. 
• Application: 
• What is the source of 

your growth today? 
• Is it Christ or 

something else? 
• God desires us to face 

tough diagnostic 
questions… He wants 
us to be self-aware. 

3) Growth Given (3:5-9) 

•  Note what Paul does next: 

•  He depersonalizes both Apollos 
and himself: “What then is 
Apollos? What is Paul?” (v. 5) 

•  He answers his own question 
by stating that they are just 
servants (v. 5b). 

•  True growth is always God-
given. 

•  Paul doesn’t dismiss the 
importance of his or Apollos’ 
ministry (“I planted, Apollos 
watered” v. 6), but rather, he 
points to the very source of true 
growth. 
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Implications of God-Given 
Growth: 

•  1) We don’t need to strive to 
produce our own growth.   
•  Instead, we need to turn 

towards the source of life 
and ask for growth through 
prayer. 

•  We need go back to the 
cross and the Gospel as our 
source of strength. 

•  The Gospel is not 
something that you learn 
and then move on from, it is 
the beginning, the middle, 
and the end of our faith! 

Implication 2: 
• If God gives growth, 

we are able to place 
our differences in 
proper perspective. 

• No gift or person is 
more important than 
another. 

• There is unity in 
diversity. 

Implication 3: 
•  We need to place our obedience in 

proper perspective. 

•  Someone has to plant and 
someone has to water (v. 8a). 

•  Each servant is necessary. 
•  One can plant all day but 

without water nothing will 
grow. 

•  One can water all day, but 
without a seed, nothing will 
grow. 

•  However, we do not carry the 
ultimate weight of making ourselves 
or others grow because God alone 
has claimed that responsibility (v. 7). 

What Does this Passage 
Teach Us About Ourselves? 

• We consistently seek 
growth in places other 
than God. 

• We consistently look 
inwards and trust in 
our own ability to 
determine what 
growth is and how it 
may be achieved. 

What Does this Passage 
Teach Us About God? 

• God is the only 
source of Life! 

• Until we seek Life in 
Him, we will be 
going through a 
drought. 

Where is Christ in the 
Passage? 

• He is both our 
spiritual milk and 
solid food (v. 2). 

• The Gospel is not 
something we move 
on from, but the 
beginning and end of 
our faith! 
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The Gospel 
•  Jesus took on flesh and 

became human and died 
the death we deserved, in 
order that we could be 
reconnected spiritually and 
physically with God the 
Father. 

•  To the extent that we 
understand that God 
alone can give us growth 
will be the extent by which 
we experience authentic 
Life and growth in this 
world. 

Recommended 
Reading:  

October 18th Study 

October 11th Study 

1 Corinthians 3:10-23: The Church’s One Foundation 


