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The Architecture of Community 
1 Corinthians 3:10-23 

What do you see here? 

And Here? What about this? 

Have you been here before? Now do you know? 
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What’s the Point? 

• What building materials will stand 
the test of time? 

• In our passage, Paul switches from 
an agricultural metaphor to an 
architectural one. 

• Paul will use this insightful image 
to help an urban population grasp 
what is at stake. 

1 Corinthians 3:10-15 
 10 According to the grace of God given to me, like a 

skilled master builder I laid a foundation, and someone else is 
building upon it. Let each one take care how he builds upon it. 
11 For no one can lay a foundation other than that which is laid, 
which is Jesus Christ. 12 Now if anyone builds on the foundation 
with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw-- 13 each 
one's work will become manifest, for the Day will disclose it, 
because it will be revealed by fire, and the fire will test what sort 
of work each one has done. 14 If the work that anyone has built 
on the foundation survives, he will receive a reward. 15 If 
anyone's work is burned up, he will suffer loss, though he 
himself will be saved, but only as through fire.  

1 Corinthians 3:16-23 
 16 Do you not know that you are God's temple and that 

God's Spirit dwells in you? 17 If anyone destroys God's temple, 
God will destroy him. For God's temple is holy, and you are that 
temple.  

 18 Let no one deceive himself. If anyone among you 
thinks that he is wise in this age, let him become a fool that he 
may become wise. 19 For the wisdom of this world is folly with 
God. For it is written, "He catches the wise in their craftiness," 
20 and again, "The Lord knows the thoughts of the wise, that 
they are futile." 21 So let no one boast in men. For all things are 
yours, 22 whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world or life 
or death or the present or the future--all are yours, 23 and you 
are Christ's, and Christ is God's. 

Hermeneutical Questions: 

• What would Scripture be missing if 
this passage was omitted? 

• What does this passage teach us about 
ourselves? 

• What does this passage teach us about 
God? 

• How does this passage of Scripture 
point us to Jesus? 

Outline 

1.  The Construction of Community 

2.  The Demolition of Community 

3.  The Restoration of Community 

1) The Construction of Community 
(vv. 10, 11, 16) 

• Beautiful buildings speak for 
themselves. 

• So do ugly ones. 
•  These buildings are 

eyesores. 
•  They are not only 

aesthetically displeasing—
they are dangerous. 

• We often hear news reports 
about poorly constructed 
buildings collapsing and 
thereby taking lives. 
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Paul sees the same danger metaphorically 

in the Corinthian Community 

•  Therefore, he instructs them on how to build their 
community in a solid, sturdy, and beautiful way. 

The Necessity of Sound 
Construction 

“According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master 
builder I laid a foundation, and someone else is building upon it. Let 
each one take care how he builds upon it” (v. 10). 

Paul is saying that the church is 
a communal building project. 

• We all need to participate in building with our 
respective responsibilities. 

 
•  Just as we are invested in building our 

relationships, marriages, friendships, and careers, 
so we need to be equally involved in building the 
church, which is God’s community. 

What foundation are we to build 
our life upon? 

•  “For no one can lay a foundation other than that which is 
laid, which is Jesus Christ (v. 11). 

•  According to the Bible, there is only one sure foundation: the person 
and work of Jesus Christ—and our only hope for life & unity. 

We all long for a sure foundation 
Two great longings 
of the human heart: 

1.  Unity and 
reconciled 
relationships. 

2.  Stability that can 
withstand life’s 
storms. 

Identity Construction 
• Ultimately we are 

looking for an 
identity that enables 
us to be secure in 
ourselves and 
meaningfully 
connected to others. 

• Paul claims that 
being a part of God’s 
building gives us this 
identity. 
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You Are God’s Temple! 
•  V. 16: “Do you not know 

that you are God’s temple 
and that God’s Spirit 
dwells in you?” 

•  In a radical move Paul uses 
the word “temple” (the 
very sanctuary in which 
the presence of God dwelt) 
to refer to the Corinthian 
Church & believers. 

•  All followers of Christ 
receive His identity and 
presence and are called to 
relate to others in light of 
this knowledge. 

2) The Demolition of Community 

• Sadly, churches are 
often the location of 
dysfunction and 
discord. 

• Paul goes on to say 
that there are several 
ways a community 
can be demolished. 

First Way: Disregard of the Foundation 

•  Rather than recognizing 
that Jesus and Him 
crucified is the only 
sure foundation, we 
consider our own 
foundations to be more 
reliable and more 
unshakable. 

•  Application: What 
foundation are you 
building your life on 
today? 

•  Christ or something 
else? 

Second Way: Use Shoddy Building 
Materials 

•  “Now if anyone builds on the 
foundation with gold, silver, 
precious stones, wood, hay, 
straw—each one’s work will 
become manifest... because it 
will be revealed by fire” (v. 
12). 

•  In essence, he is saying that 
to build a community with 
perishable things (e.g. wood, 
hay, or straw) is to court 
disaster. 

•  For a church to persist, it 
must be constructed using 
that which is imperishable 
(e.g. gold, silver, & precious 
stones)—the Gospel! 

3) The Restoration of Community 
• “So let no one boast in men. For all things are 

yours, whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or 
the world or life or death or the present or the 
future—all are yours, and you are Christ’s, and 
Christ is God’s” (vv. 21-23). 

• Notice that Paul doesn’t tell them what they 
must do and who they must become in order to 
get back on track. 

• Instead, he reminds them of what they have 
and who they are. 

Do You Know What You Have? 
•  The Corinthians were looking for a 

foundation that would provide them an 
identity, and so they sought to build 
upon the foundation of various Christian 
leaders. 

•  In this passage, Paul makes it very clear 
that none of these leaders were ever 
meant to function as foundations. 

•  We already have an identity forming 
foundation, which is Christ. 

•  Christ laid the foundation in His death 
and resurrection, and it is unshakable. 
•  It may be forgotten, taken for granted, 

or even ignored, but the truth remains 
unchanged: Christ is THE only sure 
foundation upon which a life and 
community can be built. 
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Instead of “I belong to Paul…” 
•  They should have been saying: “Paul 

belongs to us—he is God’s gift to us.” 

•  They don’t have to divide over 
leaders because all of their leaders 
are gifts from God. 

•  Neither do they have to demolish 
themselves in pursuit of the world 
because “the world” is already theirs. 
•  Life is not something to be achieved 

or earned; it is already theirs. 
•  “Death” is not something to be 

dreaded; it has already been 
demolished. 

•  The present and future can be fully 
embraced without anxiety because 
they are already ours! 

Do You Know Whose You Are? 
•  “and you are Christ’s, and 

Christ is God’s” (v. 23). 

•  The certainty of our 
reconstruction lies in this 
truth. 
•  We belong to Christ. 
•  We are His possession, His 

treasure. 
•  He purchased us with His 

blood. 
•  We do not have to fear that 

the temple will be 
ultimately destroyed 
because the temple has 
already been destroyed! 

Isn’t it Ironic? 

• The destruction of the 
temple/Christ’s body 
would become the 
very foundation of 
the temple of God 
the Holy Spirit’s 
building—the church 
& His people. 

What Does this Passage 
Teach Us About Ourselves? 

• We consistently 
seek foundations 
other than Christ. 

What Does this Passage 
Teach Us About God? 

• He has established 
only one means by 
which we might 
find Life & Unity. 

Where is Christ in the 
Passage? 

•  Christ, God’s temple, was 
demolished so that we could once 
again become temples of God. 

•  John 2:18-21: “So the Jews said 
to him, “What sign do you show 
us for doing these things?” Jesus 
answered them, “Destroy this 
temple, and in three days I will 
raise it up.” The Jews then said, 
“It has taken forty-six years to 
build this temple, and will you 
raise it up in three days?” But he 
was speaking about the temple of 
his body.” 
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The Gospel 
• To the extent that 

we understand that 
God alone is our 
sure foundation will 
be the extent to 
which we cease 
causing devastation 
in the church and in 
our own lives 
through false 
foundations. 

Recommended 
Reading:  

October 18th Study 

October 18th Study 

1 Corinthians 3:21-4:7: The Freedom of Self-
Forgetfulness 


