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The Grace of Discipline 
1 Corinthians 5:1-13 

What Comes to Mind When 
We Think of Discipline? 

What about Disciplining Pets? 

What About in the Church? 
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What are We Talking About Today? 1 Corinthians 5:1-5 
1 It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality 
among you, and of a kind that is not tolerated even among 
pagans, for a man has his father's wife. 2 And you are 
arrogant! Ought you not rather to mourn? Let him who has 
done this be removed from among you.  

 3 For though absent in body, I am present in spirit; 
and as if present, I have already pronounced judgment on 
the one who did such a thing. 4 When you are assembled in 
the name of the Lord Jesus and my spirit is present, with the 
power of our Lord Jesus, 5 you are to deliver this man to 
Satan for the destruction of the flesh, so that his spirit may 
be saved in the day of the Lord. 

1 Corinthians 5:6-10 
6 Your boasting is not good. Do you not know that a little 
leaven leavens the whole lump? 7 Cleanse out the old leaven 
that you may be a new lump, as you really are unleavened. 
For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. 8 Let us 
therefore celebrate the festival, not with the old leaven, the 
leaven of malice and evil, but with the unleavened bread of 
sincerity and truth.  

 9 I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with 
sexually immoral people—10 not at all meaning the 
sexually immoral of this world, or the greedy and swindlers, 
or idolaters, since then you would need to go out of the 
world.  

1 Corinthians 5:11-13 

11 But now I am writing to you not to associate with 
anyone who bears the name of brother if he is guilty 
of sexual immorality or greed, or is an idolater, 
reviler, drunkard, or swindler—not even to eat with 
such a one. 12 For what have I to do with judging 
outsiders? Is it not those inside the church whom you 
are to judge? 13 God judges those outside. "Purge the 
evil person from among you." 

Hermeneutical Questions: 

• What would Scripture be missing if 
this passage was omitted? 

• What does this passage teach us about 
ourselves? 

• What does this passage teach us about 
God? 

• How does this passage of Scripture 
point us to Jesus? 

Outline 

1.  The Grounds for Discipline 

2.  The Goal of Discipline 

3.  The Grace in Discipline 
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1. The Grounds of Discipline 

5:1-2: “It is actually reported 
that there is sexual immorality 
among you, and of a kind that is 
not tolerated even among 
pagans, for a man has his 
father's wife. And you are 
arrogant! Ought you not 
rather to mourn? Let him who 
has done this be removed from 
among you.” 

It’s Important to Note: 
• Paul’s focus is not on 

the case of sexual 
immorality by itself, 
but on the church’s 
response to it. 

• Sexual immorality is 
the presenting case, but 
even more problematic 
is the church’s 
acceptance of the sin. 

He Did What! 
•  When we first read these verses 

we probably envision a man 
sleeping with his own mother. 

•  Look at the wording though: “his 
father’s wife”. 
•  It is most likely his stepmother. 

•  In ancient times women married 
young; so it is likely that this 
woman was actually closer in 
age with the son than she was 
with the father. 

•  Soviet film legend Ivan Krasko, 
84, marries 24-year-old student. 

Difference in Cultures 
•  Today, this type of 

behavior would land you 
on an episode of reality TV. 

•  But in ancient times a 
relationship like this was 
against both Jewish and 
Greco-Roman law because 
of the harmful social effects 
it could have on a family. 
•  And yet while all of this 

was going on, the 
Corinthian church 
simply stood idly by. 

But Why? 
•  First, the offender probably 

had a great amount of 
wealth, social status, clout 
and influence. 

•  But second, they had 
probably found a way to 
rationalize away what he 
was doing. 
•  “We’re free in Christ,” 

they might have said.  
•  “So we’re no longer 

bound by the Law.” 

How Do We Respond to the 
Biblical Witness About Sex? 

• Do we balk at the 
thought of sex outside 
of marriage? 

• Do we even go so far 
as to rationalize it 
away? 

• Vv.’s 2 & 6 are 
instructive: “Ought you 
not rather to mourn?... 
Your boasting is not 
good.” 
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Ironically, at the Same Time… 

• We end up not saying 
anything to sin we see 
in the church because 
to do so could create 
awkwardness. 

• But we have no 
qualms about judging 
the outside world. 

The Corrective 

•  9-13: “I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with 
sexually immoral people—not at all meaning the sexually 
immoral of this world, or the greedy and swindlers, or 
idolaters, since then you would need to go out of the world. 
But… not to associate with anyone who bears the name of 
brother if he is guilty of sexual immorality or greed, or is 
an idolater, reviler, drunkard, or swindler…For what have I 
to do with judging outsiders? Is it not those inside the 
church whom you are to judge? God judges those outside. 
“Purge the evil person from among you.” 

Separatists 

•  Separatists turn church 
discipline upon the 
external world… 
•  they judge the world 

for its sin and remove 
the entire world from 
their midst—creating 
subcultures in which 
they can feel 
comfortable. 

Accommodationists 

• Accommodationists 
avoid discipline 
entirely, welcoming 
the world into the 
church and living in 
the world as though 
there were no 
distinctions 
inherent in a 
Christian identity. 

The Biblical Approach 

•  Remove the sinful 
aspects of the world 
from our midst, and be 
in the world yet not of 
it. 
•  Do not accommodate 

sin in the church, nor 
separate yourself 
completely from the 
world. 

2. The Goal for Discipline 

•  The goal of discipline is 
restoration. 

•  It may seem harsh at first, but 
those under discipline are by 
definition those who have dug 
their heels into the ground 
and said: “I don’t want a 
warning nor do I want grace. 
And I don’t care about how my 
actions affect others either.” 

•  Such rebellion is dangerous 
both to the person and the 
larger church. 
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What does v. 5 Mean? 
• V. 5: “You are to deliver this 

man to satan for the destruction 
of the flesh, so that his spirit may 
be saved in the day of the Lord.” 

•  Paul is not advocating murder 
to save a person’s soul. 

•  The word “flesh” here isn’t 
talking about the physical 
body; it’s talking about a 
person’s stubborn orientation 
and opposition to God. 

We Need to do Whatever it Takes 
•  If you have people in your 

life telling you that 
something your doing is 
wrong, and you don’t care
—that is a dangerous place 
to be. 

•  Paul’s harsh language here 
is intended to encourage 
the church to do whatever 
it takes to wake up a 
person who is being lulled 
to sleep by the poison of 
sin. 

We Fear for Your Soul! 
•  When something gets to the 

point of discipline, we’re not 
just saying, “We don’t think 
what your doing is such a 
great idea.” 

•  We’re saying, “If this doesn’t 
change, we fear for your 
soul.” 

•  It’s not condemnation or 
judgment, but rather 
restoration—“that his spirit 
may be saved in the day of the 
Lord” (v. 5). 

Verse 6: “Do you not know that a little 
leaven leavens the whole lump?” 

•  Leaven or yeast does not stay in 
one corner of the loaf; it permeates 
the whole. 

•  In fact, even a very small amount 
of it will gradually expand and 
work its way through the entire 
loaf. 

•  The same is true with sin and the 
church. 

•  What one person does affects 
another. 

•  The arrogance of this man and 
its affect on the larger church is 
the proof of Paul’s point. 

3. The Grace in Discipline 
•  5:7b-8: “For Christ, our Passover lamb, 

has been sacrificed. Let us therefore 
celebrate the festival, not with the old 
leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, but 
with the unleavened bread of sincerity and 
truth.” 

•  What does Paul mean, “let us celebrate the 
festival” or “let us keep the feast”? 

•  After the Passover, the Hebrews were to eat 
only unleavened bread as an evidence of 
their readiness to quit Egypt without delay. 

•  From that time on, Jews annually 
remembered the Lord’s deliverance in 
the Feast of Unleavened Bread (Exodus 
13:6-10). 

Why Get Rid of the Leaven? 
•  Because Christ has made us 

unleavened (i.e. righteous & clean)! 

•  God has graciously made believers a 
new creation; therefore, in response, 
we are to live into that reality… 

•  We are to “Keep the Feast!” 

•  That is, free ourselves from the 
leaven (or sins) of our former 
way of living before coming to 
know Christ. 

•  Let us not relapse into sin, but rid 
ourselves of the poison of our 
former way of life. 

•  And let us not keep the feast for 
only 7 days, but permanently from 
the time of Christ’s sacrifice 
onwards. 
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The Lord’s Supper 

•  The Lord’s Supper reminds us of 
God’s grace to us on the cross 
and that we are to examine 
ourselves prior to receiving it    
(1 Corinthians 11:28). 

•  That is why we say the 
confession and follow with the 
peace prior to celebrating the 
Eucharist. 

•  The Lord’s Supper forces us to 
recognize that Christ alone can 
save, and that salvation is a free 
and gracious gift of God. 

What Does this Passage 
Teach Us About Ourselves? 

• Our hearts are 
stubborn and 
rebellious. 

What Does this Passage 
Teach Us About God? 

• God is 
gracious. 

• God desires to 
transform us 
into His image. 

Where is Christ in the 
Passage? 

“Christ, our Passover lamb, has been 
sacrificed, therefore, let us keep the feast!” 

The Gospel 

• To the extent that 
we understand that 
God alone saves and 
satisfies will be the 
extent by which we 
cease causing 
destruction in our lives 
and in the lives of 
others. 

November 8th Study 

1 Corinthians 6:1-11: Lawsuits Against Believers 


