
11/8/17	  

1	  

Grace and Grievances 
1 Corinthians 6:1-11 

What Do You See Here? 

What Are We Talking About Today? 

Where Can We Find Wisdom? 
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1 Corinthians 6:1-6 
 1 If any of you has a dispute with another, do you dare 

to take it before the ungodly for judgment instead of before the 
Lord’s people? 2 Or do you not know that the Lord’s people 
will judge the world? And if you are to judge the world, are 
you not competent to judge trivial cases? 3 Do you not know 
that we will judge angels? How much more the things of this 
life! 4 Therefore, if you have disputes about such matters, do 
you ask for a ruling from those whose way of life is scorned in 
the church? 5 I say this to shame you. Is it possible that there 
is nobody among you wise enough to judge a dispute between 
believers? 6 But instead, one brother takes another to court—
and this in front of unbelievers!  

1 Corinthians 6:7-11 
7 The very fact that you have lawsuits among you means you 
have been completely defeated already. Why not rather be 
wronged? Why not rather be cheated? 8 Instead, you yourselves 
cheat and do wrong, and you do this to your brothers and sisters.  

 9 Or do you not know that wrongdoers will not inherit the 
kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually 
immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor men who have sex with 
men 10 nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers 
nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And that is 
what some of you were. But you were washed, you were 
sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus 
Christ and by the Spirit of our God. 

Hermeneutical Questions: 

• What would Scripture be missing if 
this passage was omitted? 

• What does this passage teach us about 
ourselves? 

• What does this passage teach us about 
God? 

• How does this passage of Scripture 
point us to Jesus? 

Outline 

1.  Seeking the Unrighteous as Judges. (1-4) 

2.  Is there No One Wise Among You? (5-8) 

3.  Wisdom & Judgment in Christ Alone! (9-11) 

1. Seeking the Unrighteous 
as Judges. (1-4) 

•  What’s going on? 
•  Should we never take 

another believer to court? 

•  According to Anthony 
Thiselton, we must first 
understand the Corinthian 
context in order to answer this 
question. 
•  He argues that this passage 

is a warning against 
manipulating fellow 
Christians for personal 
advantage. 

“Grasping Attitude” 
• In verses 9-10 Paul 

highlights a “grasping 
attitude” that exists 
within the church. 

• Believers are trying to 
grasp at things that are 
not their own. 
• Be it sexual 
• Be it property 
• Or be it money 
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Believers Should Cease Grasping! 

• The Christian should 
leave all such grasping 
practices behind, as it is 
not compatible with 
God’s new creation     
(v. 11). 

• Can you think of any 
other graspers in 
Scripture? 

1st Century Lawsuits in the 
Roman Empire 

•  Roman criminal law in this 
period was relatively fair and 
objective. 
•  But this was not the case in 

civil law. 
•  In civil law, both judges and juries 

expected to receive some quid pro 
quo for a favorable verdict. 

•  Against this background, Paul 
saw seeking judgment at a court 
of questionable justice as 
audacious. 
•  Hence in v. 1 he says, “How 

dare you?” 

A Touch of Irony 
•  In v. 2 Paul says, “Do you 

not know that the saints 
will judge the world? And if 
the world is to be judged by 
you, are you incompetent to 
try trivial cases?” 

•  Remember in chapter 5 Paul 
tells them to judge those 
inside the church and not 
the world, yet here the 
Corinthians are found 
seeking wisdom from the 
world! 

The Problem 
• While they possess the 

only true source of 
wisdom (Christ 
crucified)… 
• They are seeking 

wisdom elsewhere. 
•  Instead of addressing 

problems in-house, 
they are seeking 
counsel from without… 
from the world. 

What About Lawsuits Today? 
•  Taking another Christian to court 

maybe necessary as a last resort 
where a fundamental matter of 
justice is involved. 

•  Paul’s words are not to be taken as 
a mandate to sweep injustice under 
the carpet nor do they represent 
an absolute prohibition against 
court action by believers against 
fellow Christians. 
•  But there is much to lose: 

•  In terms of Money 

•  & Media coverage. 

2. Is there No One Wise  
Among You? (5-8) 

•  Remember, 
“wisdom” was their 
boast for which Paul 
rebukes them 
throughout the first 
four chapters. 

•  Yet there is not even 
one among them 
“wise” enough for 
this present task! 
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Why is there No Wise Person? Paul’s Instructions 
•  Paul made it clear that God’s “holy 

ones” are not to withdraw 
physically from the 
“unrighteous” (5:9-13). 

•  Nor are the “saints” to pass 
judgment on the people of the 
world until the Last Day. 

•  Rather, believers are to express and 
preserve among themselves the 
moral purity which by grace they 
enjoy “in Christ”. 

•  Through Christ crucified, they 
will be able to discern evil in 
their midst, and drive it out 
when necessary (5:13). 

3. Wisdom & Judgment in Christ Alone! 
(9-11) 

• Verses 9-10 form an 
inclusio because they 
begin and end with 
identical words: “will 
not inherit the kingdom 
of God”. 

• Within this inclusio is a 
list of people who “will 
not inherit the kingdom 
of God” that is sharply 
contrasted with those 
who will. 

What is the Difference? 

• What is the difference between the 
“unrighteous” and “righteous”? 
• The difference between “the world” and 

the “kingdom of God”? 
• The difference is Christ crucified! 
• V. 11: “And that is what some of you were. 

But you were washed, you were sanctified, 
you were justified in the name of the Lord 
Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.” 

To Grasp, To Swindle, To Exploit 

• What is at the 
heart of all of 
these sins? 

• It is using others 
for personal gain: 
• Sexual 

immorality 
• Stealing 
• Reviling 
• Swindling 

Instead of Looking for Ill-Gotten Gain… 

• We are to look towards the 
great gain we have in Christ...  
•  Both in this life and the next. 

• Hence, in v. 11, after Paul lists 
those who “will not inherit 
the kingdom of God”, he 
reminds them of the great 
gain they have in Christ: 
•  “but you were washed” 

•  “but you were sanctified” 

•  “but you were justified” 
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Now that We are In Christ… 
• We have the 

resources needed: 
• To experience 

victory over sin, 
• To wisely address 

grievances in the 
church, 

• And to attract a 
world that is 
desperately 
thirsty. 

What Does this Passage 
Teach Us About Ourselves? 

•  We all naturally grasp for 
what is not rightly ours? 
•  In what ways are we 

doing this in our own 
lives? 

•  We constantly seek to use 
others for personal gain. 
•  Again, how are we doing 

this in our own lives? 

What Does this Passage 
Teach Us About God? 

• The God of the 
Bible is Just! 

• And Gracious! 

Where is Christ in the 
Passage? 

“But you were 
washed, you were 

sanctified, you were 
justified in the name 

of the Lord Jesus 
Christ…” (v. 11). 

The Gospel 

• To the extent that 
we understand that 
wisdom is found in 
Christ alone will be 
the extent to which 
we experience peace 
both in our lives and 
in the church. 

Two Week Recess!! 
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November 29th Study 

1 Corinthians 6:12-20: Flee Sexual Immorality! 


