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Flee from Sexual Immorality 
1 Corinthians 6:12-20 

Bible Trivia 

What’s the Connection? 1 Corinthians 6:12-15 
 12 “All things are lawful for me,” but not all 

things are helpful. "All things are lawful for me," but I 
will not be enslaved by anything. 13 “Food is meant 
for the stomach and the stomach for food”—and God 
will destroy both one and the other. The body is not 
meant for sexual immorality, but for the Lord, and the 
Lord for the body. 14 And God raised the Lord and 
will also raise us up by his power. 15 Do you not know 
that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I then 
take the members of Christ and make them members 
of a prostitute? Never!  
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1 Corinthians 6:16-20 
16 Or do you not know that he who is joined to a 
prostitute becomes one body with her? For, as it is 
written, “The two will become one flesh.” 17 But he 
who is joined to the Lord becomes one spirit with him. 
18 Flee from sexual immorality. Every other sin a 
person commits is outside the body, but the sexually 
immoral person sins against his own body. 19 Or do 
you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy 
Spirit within you, whom you have from God? You are 
not your own, 20 for you were bought with a price. So 
glorify God in your body. 

Hermeneutical Questions: 

• What would Scripture be missing if 
this passage was omitted? 

• What does this passage teach us about 
ourselves? 

• What does this passage teach us about 
God? 

• How does this passage of Scripture 
point us to Jesus? 

Outline 

1.  The Voice of False-Wisdom (12-13) 

2.  The Risen Lord and the Body (14-17) 

3.  Flee from Sexual Immorality (18-20) 

1. The Voice of False-Wisdom (12-13) 

•  What’s going on? 
•  Members of the Corinthian 

Church were visiting 
temple prostitutes in 
Corinth. 

•  They were doing so based 
on specific teachings of the 
day, which Paul repeats 
back to them here in vv.’s 
12 & 13: 
•  “All things are lawful.” 
•  “Food for the stomach 

and the stomach for 
food.” 

Two Approaches to Sex: 
•  First: Sex is just another 

appetite to be fulfilled (see 
6:13). 

•  Second: Sex should be 
avoided (see 7:1). 

•  Paul is addressing the first 
idea in our passage. 

•  People were abusing 
Gospel freedom and 
arguing that casual sex, 
even with prostitutes, was 
normal and “lawful”. 

“We are Free from the Law, Paul!” 
• Remember, we are no 

longer subject to 
circumcision, food laws, 
or Sabbath observances 
(Gal. 2 & Col. 2:16-17). 

• We are free from 
inhibitions and restraints. 
• Do we not hear this same 

sentiment today? 
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Paul Strikes Back 
•  Sex is not bad (more on this next 

chapter); on the contrary it is a gift. 
•  But it is powerful! 
•  It can enslave people. 

•  Which is what we see in our 
culture. 

•  Hence Paul counters, “All 
things are lawful for me, but I 
will not be dominated by 
anything.” 

•  Sex is not simply an appetite to 
be fed, but a unifying gift that is 
only safe in the bounds of 
marriage between a husband 
and wife (v. 16 & Gen. 2:24). 

Paul gets Precise: 

•  6:13a: “Food is meant for the stomach” 
•  6:13b: “The body is not meant for sexual immorality, but 

for the Lord” 

•  The comparison between the stomach (that is to be 
destroyed) and the body (that is to be raised) is crucial. 

•  Paul is saying: Do not damage the body with 
immorality because the body goes with you beyond 
death—it will be raised. 
•  Food and stomachs are impermanent, but bodies are 

not. 

2. The Risen Lord and the Body (14-17) 

• God cares about our bodies; 
hence, Jesus’ physical 
resurrection from the dead. 

• Our bodies are meant for 
the Lord, and just as Jesus 
was resurrected, so shall we 
be (v. 14). 

• Accordingly, Paul says, “Do 
you not know that your 
bodies are members of 
Christ” (v. 15)? 

At Conversion 
•  At our conversion, we went through a 

fundamental change and we are now “members of 
Christ”. 

•  Perhaps a better translation for members is “limbs 
and organs” (from the Greek melos) because the 
word members no longer conveys Paul’s idea. 

•  In modern terms, when we think of members, 
we think of members of a club or a society—
something that you can easily disassociate 
from. 

•  But this is not the case with “limbs and 
organs” from a body.  To take away limbs 
and organs from a body would destroy both 
the members and entity. 

What then of Prostitution? 

• After Paul establishes that we are Christ’s 
“limbs and organs”, he then presses the 
matter further, “Shall I then take the limbs 
and organs of Christ and make them 
members of a prostitute” (v. 15)? 
• He replies in the strongest terms: 

“Never!” 
 

Again, Paul asks: 
•  “Do you not know?” 

• Clearly they should know 
that the man who is 
sexually joined to a 
prostitute is “one flesh 
with her” as he illustrates 
from the text of Genesis 
2:24. 
•  “Therefore a man shall leave 

his father and his mother 
and hold fast to his wife, 
and they shall become 
one flesh.” 
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Destruction of Christ’s Body 
•  Taking Christ’s limbs 

and organs and 
joining them sexually 
with someone out of 
the bounds of 
marriage will destroy 
not only one’s 
relationship with 
God, but also one’s 
life and the life of 
their sexual partner. 

Something Happens in Sex 
•  Something New is Created. 
•  It’s not just a connection, but a 

new unit—a new reality. 
•  C.S. Lewis said: “Sex was 

intended to produce: Affection, 
permanence, union, and family.” 

•  Keller likens it to taking 
communion. 

•  Sex is a way of renewing your 
marriage covenant. 

•  Lewis goes on to say that sex 
will either be eternally enjoyed 
or eternally endured. 

Sex Complicates Things: 
•  Sex leads you to: 
•  Stay with people longer than you want to. 
•  It keeps you from having an ordinary breakup. 
•  It leads you to make irrational decisions. 

•  Sex is meant to be a way for you to tell another 
person “I belong completely and exclusively to 
you.” 
•  And once two people become one flesh, 

regardless of their marital relationship, 
something new is created that cannot be 
ignored. 

3. Flee from Sexual Immorality (18-20) 

• Thus Paul says, flee 
from from sexual 
immorality, not just 
with prostitutes, but 
with any relationship 
outside the bonds of 
marriage between a 
husband and wife as 
instituted by God at 
creation. 

It is Self-Contradictory… 
•  It is self-contradictory to be 

committed to a sinful union 
with someone who is not your 
spouse and to Christ (who is 
holy) at the same time. 

•  Paul says, “But he who is 
joined to the Lord becomes one 
spirit with Him” (v. 17). 

•  Thus, being one with Christ 
we will desire to serve God 
with our bodies rather than 
getting others to serve us. 

Back to the Temple 
•  Not only should you know not 

to have sex with temple 
prostitutes… 

•  But you should know that 
fellow believers, are no less 
temples of God the Holy 
Spirit. 

•  Therefore, as Paul taught in 
6:1-11, we should not try to 
manipulate a fellow Christian 
for selfish gain. 

•  To do so, would be like 
committing sacrilege 
against God’s Holy Temple. 
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The Final Master-Stroke  
•  Christ purchasing our 

freedom does not give us 
license to live however we see 
fit; rather, it gives us a new 
identity. 
•  We have a new Lord and 

master. 
•  No longer are we enslaved 

to sex, drunkenness, or 
gossip… 

•  But now we are freed to 
serve God with our bodies, 
the way God intended. 

What Does this Passage 
Teach Us About Ourselves? 

• Sex matters. 

• We are prone to 
slavery. 

What Does this Passage 
Teach Us About God? 

• God came to 
purchase us out 
of slavery, 

• And to become 
reunited with 
sinful 
humanity. 

Where is Christ in the 
Passage? 

Christ bought 
our lives, souls, 
and bodies with 
the price of His. 

The Gospel 

• To the extent that 
we understand that 
we are not our own, 
but Christ’s will be 
the extent to which 
we experience 
freedom from 
slavery—whether 
sexual or otherwise
—in this life. 

December 6th Study 

1 Corinthians 7:1-16: Sex, Marriage, & The Gospel 


