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Class Begins at 11:30 Today 

Sex, Marriage, & The Gospel 
1 Corinthians 7:1-16 

Comedian Chris Rock Film Director Dana Shapiro 

•  Commenting on the film 
Monogamy, he said, “A 
monogamous marriage 
relationship is intractably 
difficult...” 
•  “It is essentially going to 

smother or stifle one’s 
autonomy and 
independence.” 

Is our culture correct in its view 
towards marriage? 1 Corinthians 7:1-5 

 1 Now concerning the matters about which you wrote: "It 
is good for a man not to have sexual relations with a woman." 2 
But because of the temptation to sexual immorality, each man 
should have his own wife and each woman her own husband. 3 
The husband should give to his wife her conjugal rights, and 
likewise the wife to her husband. 4 For the wife does not have 
authority over her own body, but the husband does. Likewise 
the husband does not have authority over his own body, but the 
wife does. 5 Do not deprive one another, except perhaps by 
agreement for a limited time, that you may devote yourselves to 
prayer; but then come together again, so that Satan may not 
tempt you because of your lack of self-control.  
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1 Corinthians 7:6-11 
 6 Now as a concession, not a command, I say this. 7 

I wish that all were as I myself am. But each has his own 
gift from God, one of one kind and one of another.  

 8 To the unmarried and the widows I say that it is 
good for them to remain single as I am. 9 But if they 
cannot exercise self-control, they should marry. For it is 
better to marry than to burn with passion.  

 10 To the married I give this charge (not I, but the 
Lord): the wife should not separate from her husband 11 
(but if she does, she should remain unmarried or else be 
reconciled to her husband), and the husband should not 
divorce his wife.  

  

1 Corinthians 7:12-16 
 12 To the rest I say (I, not the Lord) that if any brother 

has a wife who is an unbeliever, and she consents to live 
with him, he should not divorce her. 13 If any woman has a 
husband who is an unbeliever, and he consents to live with 
her, she should not divorce him. 14 For the unbelieving 
husband is made holy because of his wife, and the 
unbelieving wife is made holy because of her husband. 
Otherwise your children would be unclean, but as it is, they 
are holy. 15 But if the unbelieving partner separates, let it be 
so. In such cases the brother or sister is not enslaved. God 
has called you to peace. 16 For how do you know, wife, 
whether you will save your husband? Or how do you know, 
husband, whether you will save your wife? 

Hermeneutical Questions: 

• What would Scripture be missing if 
this passage was omitted? 

• What does this passage teach us about 
ourselves? 

• What does this passage teach us about 
God? 

• How does this passage of Scripture 
point us to Jesus? 

Outline 

1.  Sex is Good (1-5) 

2.  Singleness & Marriage Are Gifts (6-9) 

3.  On Divorce (10-16) 

Some Background 
•  The Corinthian culture was 

hedonistic. 
•  Paul addressed sexual 

immorality in the church 
because visiting 
prostitutes was more of a 
norm than an exception. 

•  They Corinthians did not 
believe that marriage was 
the place one could find 
sexual fulfillment. 

•  In response, some Corinthian 
believers over reacted. 

Sex Should be Avoided 
• Remember 6:13: Sex is just 

another appetite to be 
fulfilled.  

• Now Paul addresses the 
over reaction: 

•  7:1: Sex should be 
avoided. 

•  “Now concerning the 
matters about which you 
wrote: ‘It is good for a man 
not to have sexual relations 
with a woman.’” 
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There are Similar Issues Today 

• The broader culture is 
extremely libertarian 
and hedonistic in 
approach to human 
sexuality. 

• At the same time, many 
religious people view 
sex as a negative. 

Hedonism Says: 
•  “Have sex with anyone you 

want. The body is a morally 
neutral.  
• As long as the adults are 

consenting, there are no 
moral implications.” 

•  This view ultimately 
dehumanizes the 
participants by removing 
the soul from the picture of 
sexuality, thereby 
animalizing human beings. 

Asceticism, the Over Spiritual Response: 

•  “Don’t have sex with 
anyone! The body is bad.” 
•  Even within the context of 

marriage, sexuality is 
viewed as a weakness and 
potentially a sin. 

•  This view ultimately 
dehumanizes individuals by 
rejecting an essential part of 
their humanity—the body. 
•  Asceticism views the body 

as a negative. 

The Biblical Response: 
•  The soul is real and good. 
•  The body is real and good. 
•  Sex is good. 
•  God has given us bodies to 

steward for His glory and our 
enjoyment. 

•  Sexuality is healthy when it is 
expressed in the context for which 
it was designed. 

•  Biblical sexuality is the only 
view of sexuality that can 
properly account for the body 
and the soul. 

Result of Cultural Confusion 
about Sex & Marriage 

•  Marriage is at an all-time low. 

•  In 2011, the Pew Research Center found that 51 percent of Americans 
were married, compared to 72 percent in 1960. 

•  Rates of cohabiting couples are rising… 

•  Less than half a million couples were cohabiting in 1960, 

•  Compared to 7.5 million in 2010. 

•  Divorce rates continue to astound everyone: 

•  The 2009 US Census shows that “1 out of 2 first marriages [is] estimated 
to end in divorce.” 

•  This has led many to give up on marriage altogether. 

•  Cohabitation is at an all-time high. 

•  Families and society are beginning to reap the fruits of the cultural 
confusion about sex and marriage. 

Paul Steps into the Fray: 
Sex is Good (1-5) 

•  Paul responds to the ascetic 
assertion that “It is good for 
a man not to have sexual 
relations with a 
woman” (7:1). 
•  “But because of the 

temptation to sexual 
immorality, each man 
should have his own wife 
and each woman her own 
husband” (v. 2). 
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Sex Should Not be Withheld 
•  V. 2: “The husband should 

give to his wife her conjugal 
rights, and likewise the wife 
to her husband.” 
•  Because sexual temptation 

is great (v. 2), 
•  And satan will use it against 

you (v. 5). 

•  “Do not deprive one 
another, except perhaps by 
agreement for a limited 
time, that you may devote 
yourselves to prayer” (v. 5). 

Cultural Surprise 
•  Surprisingly to many, Paul 

emphasizes gender 
equality: 

•  “For the wife does not 
have authority over her 
own body, but the 
husband does. Likewise 
the husband does not 
have authority over his 
own body, but the wife 
does” (v. 4). 

•  Also surprisingly… 

Singleness & Marriage Are 
Gifts (6-9) 

•  Marriage is a gift… 
•  And so is Singleness! 

•  Paul wishes that everyone 
could be single as he is (v. 6), 
“but each has his own gift 
from God…” 

•  Paul then encourages the 
unmarried and widows to 
remain single (v. 8) 
•  This is very refreshing in 

a world that views single 
people as the odd ducks 
of society. 

But if You Burn... 
•  It is better to marry. 
• Why all this talk about 

burning? 
•  Because God gifts 

some with singleness 
and some with 
marriage. 

• One way to discern your 
gift is this question of 
burning. 

Book Recommendation On Divorce (10-16) 
• Paul’s words may 

seem strict in regards 
to marriage, but it is 
only because the 
Bible holds a high 
view of marriage. 
• Do you burn? 
• Well then realize 

that when you do 
get married it 
means for life. 
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To the Married Christian… 
•  Paul gives this charge: “the wife 

should not separate from her 
husband…and the husband 
should not divorce his wife” (v. 
11). 

•  Parenthetical: 

•  If the wife does separate 
(which may have been a 
common occurrence in 
Corinth) she was either to 
remain unmarried or be 
reconciled to her husband (v. 
11). 

•  A Christian husband is not to 
divorce his wife. 

To the Rest… 
• If you are 

married to an 
unbeliever, and 
he/she consents 
to live with you, 
you should not 
divorce him/her 
(vv.’s 12-13). 

What is Verse 14 Talking About? 
•  “For the unbelieving husband is 

made holy because of his wife, and 
the unbelieving wife is made holy 
because of her husband. Otherwise 
your children would be unclean, but 
as it is, they are holy.” 

•  Paul is not talking about salvation. 

•  He is referring to the reason 
Christians were divorcing their 
spouses. 
•  Paul is encouraging them that 

they are still holy even though 
they are yoked to a non-believer. 

What is Paul Doing? 
• He is applying the 

Gospel to the 
Corinthians’ lives. 

• V. 14 is also not a 
loophole, as Paul 
goes on to say in v. 
16: “For how do you 
know, wife, whether 
you will save your 
husband.” 
•  There is no such 

thing as “flirt to 
convert.” 

What Does this Passage 
Teach Us About Ourselves? 

• That singleness 
and marriage are 
both gifts. 

• That sexuality is 
safe only within 
the confines of the 
fireplace of 
marriage. 

What Does this Passage 
Teach Us About God? 

• God loves to 
give good gifts, 
be it sex, 
singleness, or 
marriage. 
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Where is Christ in the 
Passage? 

• Would Christ 
ever divorce 
His bride (the 
church)? 
• Never! 

The Gospel 

• To the extent that 
we understand 
Christ’s love for us 
(the church—His 
bride) will be the 
degree to which we 
are able to enjoy the 
gift of singleness, 
sex, and marriage. 

January 10th Study 

1 Corinthians 7:16-40: Live as You Are Called 


