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Tonight’s Focus: 1 Thessalonians 3:1-5



Context
2:13-16 ~ Paul gave thanks for the Thessalonians, especially 

that they received the Word of God AS the Word 
of God

2:17-20 ~ Paul’s desire to visit in person but was prevented 

3:1-5 ~ Paul’s decision to send Timothy to them

3:6-10 ~ Paul’s reaction to the news about them brought 
back by Timothy



Therefore when we could bear it no longer, we were 
willing to be left behind at Athens alone, 2 and we sent 
Timothy, our brother and God's coworker in the gospel 
of Christ, to establish and exhort you in your faith, 3 that 
no one be moved by these afflictions. For you 
yourselves know that we are destined for this. 4 For when 
we were with you, we kept telling you beforehand that 
we were to suffer affliction, just as it has come to pass, 
and just as you know. 5 For this reason, when I could 
bear it no longer, I sent to learn about your faith, for fear 
that somehow the tempter had tempted you and our 
labor would be in vain.

-1 Thessalonians 3:1-5



Why did Paul send Timothy?

1. ‘to establish and exhort’ the believers (v.2) 
SO THAT 

‘no one be moved by these afflictions’ (v.3)
2. ‘to learn about your faith’ (v.5)



Therefore when we could bear it no longer, we were 
willing to be left behind at Athens alone, 2 and we sent 
Timothy, our brother and God's coworker in the gospel 
of Christ, to establish and exhort you in your faith, 3 that 
no one be moved by these afflictions. For you 
yourselves know that we are destined for this. 4 For when 
we were with you, we kept telling you beforehand that 
we were to suffer affliction, just as it has come to pass, 
and just as you know. 5 For this reason, when I could 
bear it no longer, I sent to learn about your faith, for fear 
that somehow the tempter had tempted you and our 
labor would be in vain.

-1 Thessalonians 3:1-5



Testing VS Tempting

´TESTING is from the Lord.
´TEMPTING is from the enemy.

´TESTING is always related to obedience to God’s Word.
´TEMPTING allures us from God’s Word.



15 The Lord God took the man and put him in the 
garden of Eden to work it and keep it. 16 And the Lord 
God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely 
eat of every tree of the garden, 17 but of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in 
the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.”

-Genesis 2:15-17

Adam & Eve



Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that 
the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God actually 
say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” 2 And the woman 
said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, 
3 but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the 
midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’” 4 But the 
serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. 5 For God knows 
that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like 
God, knowing good and evil.” 6 So when the woman saw that the tree 
was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the 
tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, 
and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he 
ate. 7 Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they 
were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made 
themselves loincloths. -Genesis 3:1-7

Adam & Eve



Abram & Sarai
After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a 
vision: “Fear not, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall 
be very great.” 2 But Abram said, “O Lord God, what will 
you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my 
house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 And Abram said, “Behold, 
you have given me no offspring, and a member of my 
household will be my heir.” 4 And behold, the word of 
the Lord came to him: “This man shall not be your heir; your 
very own son shall be your heir.” 5 And he brought him 
outside and said, “Look toward heaven, and number the 
stars, if you are able to number them.” Then he said to 
him, “So shall your offspring be.” 6 And he believed 
the Lord, and he counted it to him as righteousness.

-Genesis 15:1-6



Abram & Sarai
Now Sarai, Abram's wife, had borne him no children. She 
had a female Egyptian servant whose name was Hagar. 
2 And Sarai said to Abram, “Behold now, the Lord has 
prevented me from bearing children. Go in to my servant; 
it may be that I shall obtain children by her.” And Abram 
listened to the voice of Sarai.3 So, after Abram had lived 
ten years in the land of Canaan, Sarai, Abram's wife, took 
Hagar the Egyptian, her servant, and gave her to Abram 
her husband as a wife. 4 And he went in to Hagar, and she 
conceived. And when she saw that she had conceived, 
she looked with contempt on her mistress.

-Genesis 16:1-4



Pattern of Temptation

Adam Abram
God’s Word (instruction) Gen 2:15-17 Gen 15:1-7
Listening to another voice  Gen 3:1 Gen 16:2
“Took” Gen 3:6 Gen 16:3
“Gave” Gen 3:6 Gen 16:3



Jesus’ Baptism

16 And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he 
went up from the water, and behold, the heavens 
were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God 
descending like a dove and coming to rest on 
him; 17 and behold, a voice from heaven said, “This 
is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.”

-Matthew 3:16-17



Temptation #1
Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the 
wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2 And after 
fasting forty days and forty nights, he was 
hungry. 3 And the tempter came and said to him, “If 
you are the Son of God, command these stones to 
become loaves of bread.” 4 But he answered, “It is 
written, 

“‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every 
word that comes from the mouth of God.’” 

-Matthew 4:1-4



Temptation #2
5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and set him on 
the pinnacle of the temple6 and said to him, “If you are 
the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is written, 

“‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ 
and “‘On their hands they will bear you up, lest 
you strike your foot against a stone.’” 

7Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘You shall not put 
the Lord your God to the test.’” 

-Matthew 4:5-7



Temptation #3

Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and 
showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their 
glory. 9 And he said to him, “All these I will give you, if 
you will fall down and worship me.” 10 Then Jesus said 
to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is written, “‘You shall 
worship the Lord your God and him only shall you 
serve.’” 11 Then the devil left him, and behold, angels 
came and were ministering to him.

-Matthew 4:8-11 



Therefore when we could bear it no longer, we were 
willing to be left behind at Athens alone, 2 and we sent 
Timothy, our brother and God's coworker in the gospel 
of Christ, to establish and exhort you in your faith, 3 that 
no one be moved by these afflictions. For you 
yourselves know that we are destined for this. 4 For when 
we were with you, we kept telling you beforehand that 
we were to suffer affliction, just as it has come to pass, 
and just as you know. 5 For this reason, when I could 
bear it no longer, I sent to learn about your faith, for fear 
that somehow the tempter had tempted you and our 
labor would be in vain.

-1 Thessalonians 3:1-5




