
Copyright © 2004 (5765) by Tony Robinson, Restoration of Torah Ministries.  All rights reserved. 
 

Revealing the Purpose of ‘The Passion’ 
 

By Tony Robinson 
 
In article three, Is The Passion of the Christ Really Based on the Gospels, we saw quite 
conclusively that 1) this movie was not based on the Gospels but only certain portions of the 
Gospel accounts and 2) many of the non-Biblical scenes were taken from the visions of a demon-
possessed false prophetess who bore the stigmata—the wounds in the hands, feet, side, and head 
(crown of thorns) inflicted upon the Messiah during his execution.  This movie does not reflect 
the Biblical account as much as it does Mel Gibson’s own personal Catholic beliefs.  He stated 
as much in an interview on the Roman Catholic Television Network EWTN: 
 

"It reflects my beliefs--I've never done that before."1 
 
In this article, I want to uncover the real spirit behind The Passion of the Christ and the true 
motivation behind its release.  I think it is important to know why this movie was made.  You 
see, beloved, every filmmaker has an agenda, whether honorable or not.  Films are made for a 
purpose.  When Cecil B. DeMille released the Ten Commandments, he told audiences why he 
directed the movie.  In an opening prologue, he stated his belief that no man should be the slave 
of another man.  That was his agenda.  He used the account of the Exodus as a vehicle to capture 
the injustices of slavery.  What is Gibson trying to communicate?  When it's all said and done, 
what does he want to accomplish through releasing the film for public consumption?  Did Mel 
Gibson really produce this film so that souls would be won to the Kingdom of God—as we 
naively believe—or to something else?  This is extremely important because I'm sure most of 
you would agree that the end does not justify the means. 
 
Normally, it is difficult to judge someone's motive.  However, in the case of Gibson, we need not 
guess at all.  For he has stated it plainly.   
 

The goal of the movie is to shake modern audiences by brashly juxtaposing the "sacrifice of the cross with 
the sacrifice of the altar - which is the same thing," said Gibson.2 

 
Beloved, do you know what Gibson meant when he stated that the sacrifice of the cross is the 
same thing as the sacrifice of the altar?  Do you know which altar he was talking about?  In case 
you don't, let me fill you in on some Catholic theology.  Catholics celebrate what is called a 
Mass.  Please note the following, which is current, official Catholic doctrine.  
 

The Mass continues the Sacrifice of the Cross. Each time the Mass is offered, the Sacrifice of Christ is 
repeated. A new sacrifice is not offered, but by divine power, one and the same sacrifice is repeated. 'As 
often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the death of the Lord, until He comes (1 Cor. 
11:26). In the Mass, Christ continues to offer Himself to the Father as He did on the Cross. And in the 
Mass, the Father continues to accept His Son's gift as He did in the Resurrection and the Ascension.3 

 
The central event of the Mass is the Eucharist.  During the Eucharist, the priest stands at the altar 
and participates in the offering up of the "body of Christ."  This is done through the elements of 
the host (a small white circular wafer considered bread) and wine.  As you can see from the 
quote above, Catholics believe that each Mass continues the suffering of the sacrifice of  
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Yeshua!   That's right.  They believe that the host and wine are mystically transformed into the 
literal body and blood of Messiah Yeshua through the actions of a priest!  This doctrine is called 
Transubstantiation.  In case you don't believe this, you can read it for yourself at the following 
Catholic website—New Advent, The Catholic Encyclopedia.4  The following quote is taken from 
section III under Transubstantiation. 
 

The consequence of transubstantiation, as a conversion of the total substance, is the transition of the entire 
substance of the bread [host] and wine into the Body and Blood of Christ, is the express doctrine of the 
Church (Council of Trent, Sess XIII, can.ii).5 

 
Thus, during each Mass, Messiah Yeshua is supposedly offered by the priest upon the altar of the 
Catholic Church.  Now we can understand Gibson's quote mentioned earlier.  When he equated 
the "sacrifice of the cross with the sacrifice of the altar - which is the same thing," he was stating 
that Yeshua's sacrifice is identical to the (daily) sacrifice offered at the Catholic altar of the 
Mass!  Furthermore, the goal of his movie was to "shake modern audiences by brashly 
juxtaposing the ‘sacrifice of the cross with the sacrifice of the altar - which is the same thing.’"6  
In other words, Mel is trying to foist a Mass on us!  How so, you may ask?  By making this 
simple connection.  What is the central event of the Mass?  It is the sacrifice of the “cross” 
continued/repeated through the hands of the Catholic priest.  Is it coincidental that Gibson has 
chosen only to focus on the “Passion?”  Of course not.  Forget about Yeshua’s life and forget 
about Yeshua’s resurrection.  Why?  Because those aren’t the central aspects of the Mass!  His 
suffering and death are the central aspect of the Mass (the Eucharist) where He is ostensibly 
offered anew, and that’s why they (Yeshua's suffering and death) are the focus of this movie. 
 
At its very core, the doctrine of Transubstantiation is Heresy (with a capital H)!  I will give you 
two major reasons why it's Heresy and an abomination.   
 
First of all, Hebrews 6:6 and 9:24-26 clearly teach that Yeshua's sacrifice was once for all.   
 

 

…if they fall away, to renew them again to repentance, since they crucify again for themselves the Son of 
God, and put Him to an open shame (Hebrews 6:6, emphasis added). 
 

24For Christ has not entered the holy places made with hands, which are copies of the true, but into heaven 
itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us; 25not that He should offer Himself often, as the high 
priest enters the Most Holy Place every year with blood of another-- 26He then would have had to suffer 
often since the foundation of the world; but now, once at the end of the ages, He has appeared to put away 
sin by the sacrifice of Himself (Hebrews 9:24-26, emphasis added). 

 
Note how Hebrews 9:26 totally contradicts the notion of Transubstantiation.  Yet the Catholic 
Church seems to be unaware of this fact.  Not only do they "offer" Yeshua as a sacrifice every 
Mass (which occurs daily, not just on Sunday's), they also continue His sufferings in other ways.  
Have you noticed that in every Catholic Church Yeshua is still on the cross bleeding.  And what 
is the main emphasis of this movie?  The bleeding and suffering of Yeshua.  Do you see the 
obvious connections?  The Catholic Church continues to ignore Hebrews 9:24-26.  They are 
eternally fixated on ensuring that the Messiah continues to suffer.  And Mel Gibson got his 
chance to continue "Yeshua's suffering" because during the crucifixion scene, it was his own left 
hand that held the nail on the big screen! 
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The second reason Transubstantiation is an abomination is because of teachings directly from the 
Torah.   
 

And if you make Me an altar of stone, you shall not build it of hewn stone; for if you use your tool on it, 
you have profaned it (Exodus 20:25) 

 
Why weren't the Israelites allowed to lift a tool hew stones for an altar?  If we consider the 
prophetic/Messianic significance of the altar we can readily understand.  The altar is the place 
where sinful man approaches a Holy Elohim (God).  And he'd better not approach without the 
blood of an innocent substitute.  This is a Messianic teaching that sinful mankind can only 
approach the Holy One through the innocent shed blood of Messiah Yeshua.  The fact that the 
Israelite couldn't wield a tool over the altar teaches us that man's works are to be excluded from 
the sacrifice of the altar.  In other words, the Holy One is teaching us that when it comes to you 
drawing near to Him, you'd better not offer your own works upon his altar.  If you include your 
works upon His altar you have profaned it!  This beloved, is exactly what happens during each 
Mass.  The sacrifice of Messiah Yeshua is profaned as man "continues" the sacrifice—as if 
Yeshua’s sacrifice wasn't good enough.  That beloved is an abomination.  And from Mel 
Gibson's own mouth, that is what he wants to show you through this movie.  You see, it's not my 
opinion.  It's not Tony Robinson trying to guess what Mel is up to.  He has said the sacrifice of 
Yeshua and the sacrifice of the altar of the Mass are one and the same.  That's reason enough to 
avoid this movie like the plague.  The ends don't justify the means.  This spirit has been tested (I 
John 4:1) and found wanting.  And I rebuke it in Yeshua's Name.  If ever there was a doctrine of 
demons, Transubstantiation heads the list.  Hasatan’s purpose is to subtly sear this false doctrine 
into your minds through this movie.  For those of you who doubt this, simply listen to Mel’s own 
words: 
 

The goal of the movie is to shake modern audiences by brashly juxtaposing the "sacrifice of the cross with 
the sacrifice of the altar - which is the same thing," said Gibson.7 

 
The doctrine of Transubstantiation has actually led to the slaughter of innocent Jewish people 
through the ages.  Have you ever heard of host desecration?  It was an anti-Semitic myth that 
started in late 13th century England and France.  It was claimed that Jews would steal 
consecrated host wafers and torture them.8   This nonsense is to be expected from such a silly 
notion as Transubstantiation.  Jews were accused of torturing the body of the Messiah by 
torturing the host.  Go figure.  And this is the mindset that Mel is once again laying a foundation 
for through his movie. 
 
This movie is unashamedly promoting false, demonically-inspired Catholic doctrine.  Did you 
know that Catholics revere Mary as the Mother of God?  Did you know that Catholics pray to her 
because she is seen to have intercessory power?  If not, let me give you a brief introduction to 
Catholic Mariology.  Mary is worshipped as the Mother of God.  This phrase, Mother of God, is 
everywhere in Catholic literature.  What does this have to do with the movie?  For those of you 
who haven't seen the movie, guess what Mary Magdalene calls Mary, the mother of Yeshua?  
She calls her mother!  After Peter denied Yeshua three times he ran to Mary and guess how he 
addressed her.  He addressed her as mother!  Well, she was not their mother.  But she is the 
"Mother" in Catholic literature.  Do you think perhaps this is a coincidence? 
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Mary has been deified!  And if you think I’m exaggerating, read this information about the 
doctrine of the Immaculate Conception: 
 

Immaculate Conception—In the Constitution Ineffabilis Deus of 8 December, 1854, Pius IX pronounced 
and defined that the Blessed Virgin Mary "in the first instance of her conception, by a singular privilege 
and grace granted by God, in view of the merits of Jesus Christ, the Saviour of the human race, was 
preserved exempt from all stain of original sin (emphasis added)."9 

 
Now doesn't this sound rather familiar?  Wasn't our Savior born sinless?  Hmmm?  Mary's 
"immaculate conception" places her on a level with Yeshua.  And how about the doctrine of the 
Assumption of Mary.  This doctrine states that Mary was taken bodily into heaven.  Some 
variations state that she did not actually die, whereas others state she was taken to heaven bodily 
immediately after death.  This is official Catholic Church doctrine!  
 

The Blessed Virgin Mary's body went to Heaven along with her soul after her death, according to an 
ancient and widely accepted tradition of the Eastern Orthodox Church and the Roman Catholic Church. 
Having been a tradition for centuries, this doctrine was formally dogmatically defined by Pope Pius XII in 
1950 (emphasis added).10 

 
Now doesn't that sound rather familiar?  Wasn't Yeshua resurrected and taken into heaven 
bodily?  Hmmm?  Once again, Mary is made to be like Yeshua.  As I stated earlier, according to 
Catholic doctrine, Mary has intercessory power.  Look at the following "devotion" to Mary 
found in Roman Catholicism: 
 

O IMMACULATE Virgin! Mary, conceived without sin! Remember, thou wert miraculously preserved 
from every shadow of sin, because thou wert destined to become, not only the Mother of God, but also the 
refuge, and the advocate of man; penetrated therefore with the most lively confidence in thy never-failing 
intercession, we most humbly implore thee to look with favour upon the intentions of this novena, and to 
obtain for us the graces and the favours we request (emphasis added). 

 
Her ability to obtain the grace and favor of the Holy One has been so perverted.  Please note the 
following: 
 

The Renaissance of the 15th century developed the lactation theme by introducing the motif of Mary, the 
Mother of God, explicitly showing her breast (ostentatio mammarum) to a group of other beings: God the 
Father and to the resurrected Jesus in Heaven as a request for the salvation of mortals, who are present, on 
the latter's behalf.  The two scenes in which this occurs are the "Intercessio Christi et Maria," and the 
"Mother and the Man (Son) of Sorrows." The meaning here is obvious: Mary shows her breast to Jesus 
Christ and to God the Father as proof that she was the mother of Jesus and that, through the strength of 
this relationship, she has the power to request favors and God, in turn, has the obligation to honor her 
request (emphasis added).11 

 
Now doesn't that sound rather familiar?  Isn’t Yeshua supposed to be our mediator/High Priest, 
interceding for our behalf to the Father?  Hmmm?  And yet again, Mary is made to be like 
Yeshua! Catholic doctrine also teaches that Mary remained a virgin her entire life.  Wasn’t 
Yeshua a virgin his entire life?  Here's the bottom line.  Mary is seen as a co-redemptress.  She is 
able to help secure salvation for mankind.  This is why she, as the Mother of God, is so 
prominent within Catholic doctrine.  So what does all of this have to do with 'The Passion'?  
After Peter denied Yeshua three times, he ran and found the two Marys.  Sorrowfully, he fell at 
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Mary's (the mother of Yeshua) feet and said, "mother, I have denied him three times!"  Do you 
see what's going on here?  Think thematically.  Let me rewrite Peter’s statement.  "Mother [of 
God], I have denied him three times!"  Do you see it now?  Peter had just sinned, right?  So what 
did he need to do?  He needed to repent!  Did he go the Father through Yeshua the 
mediator/High Priest to repent?  No!  He ran to Mary for forgiveness!  If this isn't Maryology I 
don't know what is.  As soon as my contacts mentioned this scene, I knew immediately which 
image Mel was attempting to subtly burn into the minds of the viewers.  Please read the Hail 
Mary prayer: 
 

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee.  Blessed art thou amongst women, and blessed is the fruit of 
thy womb, Jesus.  Hail Mary Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our death, amen. 

 
When Peter ran to Mary, seeking forgiveness—instead of to the Father through the Son, 
Yeshua—he was prophetically acting out the Hail Mary prayer.  He went to her for forgiveness 
instead of the Father (through the Son) in heaven.  Believe me, every single act in this movie has 
been calculated to subtly indoctrinate you with the Catholic heresies and lies. 
 
Note the following observation concerning Mary's prominence in 'The Passion': 
 

And, Mary did, indeed, suffer with Jesus throughout this whole movie. Gibson portrays her as being 
spiritually connected with Jesus. When He felt pain, she felt pain.  Furthermore, this movie exaggerates the 
point that Jesus could never have made it through His 12 hours of suffering had Mary not been there for 
Him, giving Him strength to go on. Time and again, Jesus is beaten to the point He simply collapses, 
seemingly unable to go on, seemingly in danger of dying right there on the spot. However, His eyes meet 
Mary's eyes and suddenly, He is infused with new physical strength and inner determination.12 

 
Allow me to share one last experience.  This week I was able to ask two people what they felt 
about 'The Passion' movie.  One was a Baptist, who later told me she knew nothing about 
Catholic doctrine.  The other is Catholic.  When I asked my Baptist friend if she liked the movie, 
she said, "No!  I didn't like it at all!”  Later, she added, “I don't know why my Pastor and his wife 
said it was so good."  Then I asked her why didn't she like it.  One of her answers was that, 
"Mary was everywhere."  When I asked my Catholic friend about the movie, he said, "I was 
impressed by the powerful connection between Jesus and Mary."  You see beloved, they both got 
the message (Mariology) even though they had two totally different worldviews concerning 
Protestant and Catholic theologies.  And it had nothing to do with John 3:16!  So much for the 
Gospel being prominent in this movie.   
 
In the final analysis Mel Gibson is evangelizing for Roman Catholicism.  You don’t think so?  
Note the following facts concerning the filming of the movie and its effect on the crew. 
 
• Jim Caviezel (played Yeshua): "The catharsis for me to play this role was through Medjugorje, through 

Gospa. In preparation, I used all that Medjugorje taught me. Mel Gibson and I were going every day for Mass 
together. Some days I couldn’t go for Mass, but I was receiving the Eucharist."13 

• Kerri Caviezel (Caveziel’s wife): "I pray that we are open to whereever Mary is leading us and that in all the 
places where we go and to the people that we meet around the world, we may bring these messages."14 

• Jim Caviezel: "This film is something that I believe was made by Mary for her Son."15 
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• "Noting "the amount of conversions [to Catholicism] on the movie," he said the experience of filming 
Christ's story "really changed people's lives."16 

• "Caviezel recalled telling Gibson, "I think it's very important that we have mass every day - at least I need 
that to play this guy."17 

• "I felt if I was going to play him I needed [the sacrament] in me. So [Gibson] provided that."18 

 
Did you notice the conversions to Catholicism?  The question I have is this, “Was anyone born 
again?”  Did you notice the Catholic worldview?  Actors praying to Mary, carrying relics on the 
set, having Mass, and taking communion?  This is Gibson’s goal with this movie.  If you think 
Mel Gibson wants to evangelize the world to the true Biblical faith, you are very naïve.  Do you 
really think he wants you to convert to any form of Protestantism?  Listen to this profound 
exchange between Gibson and Peter J. Boyer.  Boyer recorded this exchange with Gibson in an 
article in the New Yorker: 
 

I told Gibson that I am a Protestant, and asked whether his pre-Vatican II world view disqualified me from 
eternal salvation. He paused. “There is no salvation for those outside the [Catholic] Church,” he said. “I 
believe it.” He explained, “Put it this way. My wife is a saint. She's a much better person than I am. 
Honestly. She's, like, Episcopalian, Church of England. She prays, she believes in God, she knows Jesus, 
she believes in that stuff. And it's just not fair if she doesn't make it, she's better than I am. But that is a 
pronouncement from the chair. I go with it (brackets and emphasis mine).”  

 
Do you realize he doesn’t even think his own wife has salvation?  Did you see the works-based 
salvation oozing throughout his statements—another false Catholic doctrine?  Obviously, since 
he doesn’t believe those outside of the Catholic Church have salvation, if he really cares for your 
soul, he wants you to convert to Catholicism.  In the final analysis, this movie is partially about 
Catholicism and their fixation with ensuring that Yeshua continues to suffer on the “cross.”  
They don’t want him to come down off of it.  This movie symbolically placed Yeshua back on 
the “cross” making Him an open display of shame and disgrace, Hollywood style.  You may not 
agree with my interpretation; however, no one can deny Gibson’s intent with this movie: 
 

The goal of the movie is to shake modern audiences by brashly juxtaposing the "sacrifice of the cross with 
the sacrifice of the altar - which is the same thing," said Gibson."19 

 
This is obviously not of the Spirit of Elohim.  The Holy One has not inspired the Mass and 
therefore has not inspired Mel Gibson to present the Mass to untold millions in the guise of a 
movie.  If you don’t think this movie is a Mass, then listen to what others who know what the 
Mass is all about say concerning this movie. 
 

Gibson, a Catholic who loves the Tradition, is a strong champion of the doctrine confirmed by the Council 
of Trent: the Mass is "also" a fraternal meal but it is "above all" Jesus' sacrifice, the bloodless renewal of 
the passion… This film, for its author, is a Mass… "The Passion" is a manifesto that abounds in symbols 
that only a competent eye can fully discern… But the radical "Catholicity" is also in the Eucharistic aspect, 
reaffirmed in its materiality: The blood of the Passion is continuously intermingled with the wine of the 
Mass, the tortured flesh of the "corpus Christi" with the consecrated bread… The desperate Peter after the 
denial, falls at the feet of the Blessed Virgin to obtain pardon [see, did I not tell you this?]. I believe, 
however, that the theological importance attributed to the Madonna, as well as to the Eucharist… (bracket 
additions, mine).20 
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In summary, there is an agenda with every movie, whether honorable or not.  Cecil B. DeMille 
chose to use the story of the Exodus of the children of Israel to drive home his disgust with 
slavery.  Mel Gibson chose the "Passion" for his purposes for two reasons.  First, the suffering of 
Yeshua was the appropriate portion of the Gospels to convey the essential element of the Mass, 
the continual, repeated offering of the Messiah.  The second reason he chose the sufferings of the 
Messiah to convey his own passion (which I will develop in the sixth article of this series) is 
because the sufferings of the Messiah provided a platform for him to do what he does best—feed 
the minds of people with violence, torture, blood and gore.  Please think of these things the next 
time someone tells you that there are no elements of Catholicism in this movie or that Mel's 
intent was to spread the Gospel. 
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