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Welcome to Mishpachah Beit Midrash, the Family House of Study.  Each Shabbat1 we gather in 
our home and study the Scriptures, specifically the Torah.2 It’s a fun time of receiving revelation 
from the Ruach HaKodesh3.  Everyone joins in—adults and children—as we follow the Parashat 
HaShavuah4 schedule.  We devote ourselves to studying the Torah because the Torah is the 
foundation for all of Scripture.  Therefore, a thorough understanding of the Torah will help us 
more fully understand the rest of the Tanakh5 and the Brit Chadasha.6 Furthermore, as Yeshua 
stated Himself, the Torah teaches about Him.  So we study the Torah in order to be drawn closer 
to Yeshua, the goal of the Torah. 
 
As believers in the Messiah we have discovered the richness of the wisdom of the sages of Israel.  
These men, who devoted themselves to the study of the Torah, have left us a rich heritage.  Part 
of that heritage is a unique method of learning and interpreting the Scriptures.  It’s called 
thematic analysis.  In thematic analysis we search for the underlying theme/topic of each passage 
of Scripture.  By studying Scriptures related by a common theme, line upon line and precept 
upon precept, the Scriptures open up to us in a unique manner that is clearly inspired by the 
Ruach HaKodesh.  Passages that seemed obscure begin to make sense, and numerous levels of 
wisdom and understanding unfold before us. 
 
Thematic analysis of Scripture is based on the following premises.  1) Moses wrote the Torah as 
five separate books as the Ruach HaKodesh inspired him.  2) Since Adonai had him separate 
those words into five separate books, we surmise that each book has a unique message or theme.  
3) Within each book, the words are written with two paragraph-like divisions7 interrupting the 
flow of the words.  4) Since Adonai commanded Moshe to separate the individual books into 
smaller paragraph-like sections or Parshiot, we surmise that each Parsha was written as a 
separate unit because each of those Parshiot is trying to convey a unique thought, theme, concept 
or understanding.  Therefore, since Adonai inspired these divisions, we think they are VERY 
important.  We use these God-breathed divisions as the basis of our thematic analysis of 
Scripture.  Once you begin to interpret the Scriptures thematically, you will immediately SEE 
that Adonai wrote His words in a manner consistent with the intent that they be interpreted 
thematically. 
 
 Here is an example of what the Parsha divisions look like … 
 
 
 
 
 
 

—The Family House of Study— 
Examining the Parashat HaShavuah by  

Thematic Analysis 
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s—Parsha Stumah (plural, stumot)—A paragraph-like break inspired by the Ruach HaKodesh, 
still preserved on kosher Torah Scrolls, where there are at least nine blank spaces between a 
word and the next word, all on the same line of text. 
 

 
  

p—Parsha P'tuchah (plural, p'tuchot)—A paragraph-like break inspired by the Ruach HaKodesh, 
still preserved on kosher Torah Scrolls, where there are blank spaces extending to the end of a 
line of text and the subsequent text does not begin until the next line.  (Hebrew is read from right 
to left) 
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1  Leviticus 16:1-34 p 

2  Leviticus 17:1-16 p 

3  Leviticus 18:1-5 s 

4  Leviticus 18:6 s 

5  Leviticus 18:7 s 

6  Leviticus 18:8 s 

7  Leviticus 18:9 s 

8  Leviticus 18:10 s 

9  Leviticus 18:11 s 

10  Leviticus 18:12 s 

11  Leviticus 18:13 s 

12  Leviticus 18:14 s 

13  Leviticus 18:15 s 

14  Leviticus 18:16 s 

15  Leviticus 18:17-30 p 

 

Understanding the Parsha & Searching the Parsha 
Combined Into One Section 

Leviticus 16:1-34 
 
Objective—Learn how to 1) interpret the main theme of a Parsha, 2) make thematic connections 
to that Parsha and 3) learn how to gain greater understanding of the Parsha under 
consideration through its thematic connections to other portions of Scripture. 
 

—Parashat HaShavuah— 
 

tAm y er ]x ;a 
 

Acharei Mot 
(After the Death) 

 
 

Vayikra 16:1 – 18:30 
(Leviticus 16:1 – 18:30) 
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The Yom Kippur Ceremony 
 

I. Instead of outlining this Parsha p’tuchah (Leviticus 16:1-34), let’s jump right into the passage 
using thematic analysis.  Read Leviticus 10:1-2.  When did the death of Nadav and Avihu 
occur?8  Browse over Leviticus 10:1- 11:1.  Wouldn’t it have made better chronological 
sense to add the narrative beginning in Leviticus 16:1 to the end of chapter ten?  Of course.  
After answering the previous questions, does it make you wonder why this passage wasn’t 
recorded until six chapters later?  This phenomenon is a classic example of thematic order 
versus chronological order.  Throughout the teachings of MBM, I have tried to stress that the 
Scriptures were meant to be studied using the tool of thematic analysis.  In this technique, we 
realize the importance of the underlying themes associated with each Parsha.  Many times the 
Torah will “rearrange” stories out of chronological order.  Instead, the Torah will put stories 
in what the sages call thematic order.  In other words, two primary criteria determine the 
order of stories in the Torah; 1) chronology and 2) thematic significance.  Therefore, we 
should try to find a thematic reason for why the narrative of Acharei Mot was not placed 
immediately after the sin of Nadav and Avihu.  Based on the discussion so far, do you think 
Leviticus 11-15 plays any significant role in the thematic placement of the narrative in 
Acharei Mot, and why?9  Before going any further, let’s look at an outline of the sidras 
(Torah portions) we’ve studied since Leviticus. 

 
Passage Topic 

Leviticus 10 The deaths of Nadav and Avihu 
Leviticus 11 Permissible and forbidden animals 
Leviticus 12 Instructions for women after childbirth 
Leviticus 13 Tzara’at of the flesh and clothing 
Leviticus 14 Purification of Tzara’at 
Leviticus 15 Instructions concerning male and female discharges 
Leviticus 16 The Yom Kippur Ceremony and continuation of the Nadav and 

Avihu narrative 
 

In order to understand the thematic significance of these seven chapters, let’s review what we 
learned about each section.  Afterward we will put all of the pieces together to help us see the 
overall connection. 

 
 
 
 

The Sin of Nadav and Avihu—Leviticus 10 
 

I. In order to understand the sin of Nadav and Avihu, we need to go back to Parashat Sh’mini.  
Let's see if we can remember why they were punished.  Read Leviticus 10:1.  Leviticus 10:1 
gives us two clues as to why Adonai consumed Nadav and Avihu.  What are they?10  Let's 
focus in on the second clue, the fact that they did something Adonai hadn't commanded.  In 
order to understand the significance of the fact that they did something Adonai hadn’t 
commanded, we saw that we needed to go back to Exodus and begin reading about the events 
leading up to this tragic occurrence. 
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A. The appropriate place to begin would be Exodus 38-40 (Parashat Pekudei), because this 
section of Scripture records how Am Yisrael began to fulfill all of the commandments 
pertaining to the building and inauguration of the Mishkan.  

B. What phrase is used over, and over, and over, and over?11  What great event was the 
result of Am Yisrael's diligence to do everything as YHVH had commanded Moses?12  
This phrase is also used in Leviticus 8:4-5, 9, 13, 17, 21 and 36; 9:5-7, 10 and 21!  Now 
read Leviticus 10:1 again.  Now do you see how the phrase, "that YHVH hadn't 
commanded," sticks out like a neon light in the darkness?  Now that you've seen how 
often the Torah used the phrase "as YHVH had commanded Moses" leading up to the 
event concerning Nadav and Avihu, your attention should immediately be drawn to the 
phrase, "that YHVH hadn't commanded!"  Let’s list our first clue linking Leviticus 10-16. 

 
Clue Number 1—Nadav and Avihu did something Adonai had not commanded 
them to do. 

 
II. In this Torah series I've tried to emphasize that Adonai is in the process of making Himself 

known to Am Yisrael (the people of Israel) through His name YHVH.  This began in Exodus 
3:1-6 when Moses tried to approach the burning bush, but was told by Adonai not to draw 
near without first taking off his shoes!  He is trying to make known to them that He is a Holy, 
Holy God.  He is perfect and totally separate from sin.  This aspect of His character had not 
been revealed to the Patriarchs. 
A. Through numerous parallels, we have already seen that the Mishkan is a representation of 

the revelation at Mount Sinai.  Let's look at another parallel that will help explain why 
Nadav and Avihu were judged.  Read Leviticus 10:3.  What does Adonai mean by saying 
He will be sanctified by those who draw near to Him?  To answer that question, let's look 
at a verse thematically related to Leviticus 10:3.  Read Exodus 19:19-25 (note the 
severity of the warnings not to come close to Adonai).  Remember, this is when the Torah 
was given on Mount Sinai.  Do you see the thematic connection?   When one draws nigh 
to Adonai, one must be very careful.  His Holiness is so intense that one cannot come 
near Him without being properly covered/protected.  We need protection from His purity 
and Holiness!  In previous lessons, we saw that the incense was a picture of the 
prayers/intercession that protect/cover us from Adonai's Holiness.  In the Yom Kippur 
ceremony of Leviticus 16, the High Priest can only go into the Holy of Holies AFTER 
making a cloud with the incense, lest He come into direct contact with the Shekhinah of 
Adonai.  The incense, which is a picture of intercession, is the cloud that protected the 
High Priest from a direct encounter with the Shekhinah (during the Yom Kippur 
ceremony) just as the cloud on Mount Sinai protected the priests from a direct encounter 
with the Shekhinah!  By offering a strange/alien fire that Adonai had not commanded, 
Nadav and Avihu drew near to the Holy God of the Universe without proper 
intercession/protection, and were therefore consumed by His Holiness.  Therefore, in 
order to understand Nadav and Avihu’s sin, we must understand the extreme Holiness 
and inapproachability of our God. 

 
Clue Number 2—Adonai is perfect in Holiness and cannot be approached by 
sinful man without proper covering. 
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Now that we have two clues, let’s begin making summary statements that capture the 
understanding of the running list of clues. 
 
Summary Statement 1—Because of Adonai’s intense Holiness, one can only approach 
Him according to His revealed commandments. 
 

   
Instructions Concerning What is Tamei (ritually impure/unclean) and Tahor 

(ritually pure/clean)—Leviticus 11-15 
 

I. Clean and Unclean—Previously, we learned that there are two Hebrew words used 
throughout Leviticus 11-15 that are variously translated as clean/pure or 
unclean/contaminated/impure.  These English words do not convey the true meaning of the 
original Hebrew.  In fact, there are no English equivalents!  Some translations use the word 
ritually clean or ritually unclean.  These two words are closer to the mark. 
A. Unclean—The Hebrew word translated unclean—beginning in Leviticus chapter 

eleven—is tamei (aem'j).   
B. Clean—The Hebrew word translated clean is tahor ( orh'j). 

 
In Parashat Vayikra, we learned that the book of Leviticus would focus on how Israel—each 
individual—could develop relationship with Adonai through the service of the Mishkan.  We 
mustn't lose sight of the core issue, which is how sinful man can draw near to a Holy God.  
Again, THE CORE ISSUE taught by Leviticus is how one may draw near to Adonai.  We 
already know that Israel HAD TO APPROACH ADONAI THROUGH BLOOD 
SACRIFICE.  The Hebrew word for offering is corban (!'B..r'q).13  The root for the word 

offering/corban is brq, which means coming near!  That's right.  Normally when we think 
of an offering, we think of the word sacrifice.  Sacrifice has the connotation of giving up 
something of value.  But this IS NOT the primary theme of an offering as presented in the 
Scriptures.  As its root denotes, an offering is not about giving up something of value.  An 
offering is about drawing nigh to Adonai! 
 
We saw in Parashat Tazria and Parashat Metzora that the central issue pertained to the 
concept of drawing near to Adonai!  Only certain individuals were allowed to draw nigh to 
Adonai!  If one became tamei/ritually impure by 1) sinning [e.g., disobeying the 
commandments], 2) coming into contact with death, or 3) some form of the loss of life, then 
that person could not come into Adonai’s holy presence.  That was absolutely forbidden.  The 
metzora (“leper”) represented the most extreme instance of uncleanness in a living person.  
This was because a metzora was a picture of the walking, living dead!  The instructions 
concerning the metzora were a vivid reminder that the Mishkan (where Adonai dwelled) had 
to be zealously protected from all sources of death.  Furthermore, the metzora could NOT 
approach the Mishkan or it would result in actual physical death!  One could only approach 
Adonai when one was tahor (ritually clean)!  Again, I repeat, the issue concerned who could 
draw near to Adonai in the Mishkan. 
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Clue Number 3—Leviticus 11-15 teaches us that only certain people, those who 
are tahor/ritually pure, are allowed to draw nigh to Adonai. 
 

Summary Statement 3— Because of Adonai’s intense Holiness, only certain individuals, 
those who are tahor (ritually clean), can draw near to Him.  This approach can only occur 
according to His revealed commandments. 

 
II. Now read Leviticus 16:2-3.  What is the central issue being addressed in these two verses?14  

How is this issue thematically related with everything we’ve covered in the lesson so far?15  
Now we can see there is a common theme running throughout Leviticus 11-16—who can 
draw near to Adonai!  This is the reason why Leviticus chapters 11-15 were inserted 
between Leviticus 10 (when Nadav and Avihu died) and Leviticus 16 (when Adonai warns 
Aaron after the deaths of Nadav and Avihu).  Leviticus 11-15 teaches us concerning who 
may and who may not draw near to Adonai.  Understanding who may draw near to Adonai is 
the key to understanding the sin of Nadav and Avihu and why they were punished so 
severely. 
A. Thematically, we know that the Torah places stories and events next to each other so that 

we can see the thematic connections between them.  There are numerous times 
throughout Leviticus 10-16 when the Torah juxtaposes certain instructions along with the 
narrative of Nadav and Avihu’s death.  Here are the primary examples. 
1. Leviticus 10:3—Immediately after the deaths of Nadav and Avihu, Adonai states that 

those who DRAW NEAR TO HIM must do so while respecting His holiness.  
Obviously, this statement was prompted by the carelessness of Nadav and Avihu. 

2. Leviticus 10:8-11—Shortly after the deaths of Nadav and Avihu, Adonai warns 
Aaron and his remaining sons that they are not to drink intoxicating drink when they 
enter the Mishkan or they’ll die!  Furthermore, it states that this is so that the priests 
will understand how to distinguish between the tahor (ritually clean) and tamei 
(ritually unclean).  Now why do you suppose the Torah recorded this command after 
the death of Nadav and Avihu?16 

3. Leviticus 16:1-2—This Scripture states that after the deaths of Nadav and Avihu, 
Adonai commanded Aaron that he cannot enter behind the veil into the Holy of 
Holies any time he wanted or else he would die.  He was also told he couldn’t 
approach behind the veil without blood and incense!   Now why do you suppose the 
Torah recorded this command after the death of Nadav and Avihu?17  I suggest that 
the reason Adonai gave the instructions concerning Yom Kippur at this time in the 
Torah is because Nadav and Avihu made the mistake of presumptuously entering 
behind the veil into the Holy of Holies. 

B. Putting it All Together—According to the three passages listed above, Nadav and Avihu 
did not properly approach or draw near to Adonai.  It appears that they had too much to 
drink and went behind the veil into the Holy of Holies.  At that time they didn’t know 
that only the High Priest could go behind the curtain and only once per year at that.  Even 
though they didn’t know this at the time, they shouldn’t have done it because they had 
not been commanded to do what they did!  Leviticus 11-15 outline which Israelites can’t 
approach or draw nigh to Adonai which is thematically related to the priests’ limited 
access to the Holy of Holies. 
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The Blood and Life 
 

I. I think the most important verse in Parashat Acharei Mot is Leviticus 17:11.  What clear and 
important thematic connection is made in this verse?18  This verse gives meaning to all 
offerings.  When an offering was made, the blood of the animal was poured out on the altar.  
Now we can understand that symbolically, the life of the animal was poured out at the altar!  
This teaches us that one life (the life of the animal) could cover the sins for another’s life (the 
life of the worshiper). 

II. In the combined sidras of Tazria and Metzora, we emphasized the importance of the contrast 
between life and death.  This sidra contains the first mention of one of the most important 
themes that will begin to dominate the stories of the Torah. 
A. Read Leviticus 18:4-5.  What will be the result of obeying the commandments of 

Adonai?19  Trust me, these verses will summarize the entire book of Deuteronomy.  
Furthermore, they will teach you the primary purpose of the Torah’s commandments and 
help you understand how absurd is the teaching that the Torah was abolished.  We will 
discuss this more later as the Torah develops this theme.  It’s a biggie! 

 
 
Making the Connection Between the Parashat HaShavuah 

and the Haftarah  
 

Objective—Learn how to relate Scriptures thematically, thereby learning how to think 
Hebraically.  Become rooted in the importance of thematic analysis by seeing it in action as you 
relate the Torah portion to the Haftarah portion. 
 

The Haftarah reading is found in Amos 9:7-15.  I will list some verses from the Haftarah 
reading.  Your job will be to relate them thematically to the Parashat HaShavuah reading. 
 

I. Read Amos 9:7.  What is the general topic?20  Although not stated explicitly, what must we 
surmise was the fate of the inhabitants of the land to which the captive nation was taken?21  
Which section of the Torah portion is thematically connected to the answer of the previous 
question?22 

II. Read Amos 9:8.  What verse from the Torah portion is very similar to this one?23  What may 
this imply concerning the sin of the Northern Kingdom of Israel?24 

III. Read Amos 9:9-10.  How is this verse thematically connected to the Torah portion?25  What 
does this thematic connection teach us about the sins of the Northern Kingdom of Israel?26 

IV. We've seen this pattern of sin and judgment numerous times in the Torah.  Let's see what we 
can learn about sin and judgment by comparing and contrasting other stories that are related 
by that theme.  We will focus on the first few stories of the book of Genesis.  I will give a 
general heading for each story and then I'll show you the basic underlying themes the Spirit 
has shown me. 
 
• The Fall of Man (Genesis 3) 

• Adam and Chava sin against Adonai 
• Adonai punishes everyone involved in the sin 
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• General Theme—Sin and Judgment 
• Cain and Abel (Genesis 4) 

• Cain sins against Adonai 
• Adonai drove him from the face of the earth27 
• General Theme—Sin and Judgment 

• Generation of the Flood (Genesis 6-9) 
• Sins of the generation of the flood 
• Adonai destroys them from the "face of the earth" but saves Noach 
• General Theme—Sin leading to Judgment, Righteousness leading to salvation 

• The Tower of Babel (Genesis 11) 
• Rebellion of mankind 
• Adonai scatters man over the earth 
• General Theme—Sin and Judgment 

• Prophecy of Jacob over Simeon and Levi (Genesis 49:5-7) 
• The sin of Simeon and Levi 
• Adonai will scatter them throughout Israel 
• General Theme—Sin and Judgment 

 
All of these stories involve a sin of some sort and Adonai's response to the perpetrator(s).  
Therefore, the general theme of all of these passages involves sin and judgment.  As you 
contrast these stories you will note that the circumstances are totally different for each story.  
But, as you compare the stories, you will see that although the circumstances are different for 
each, they all involved sin on the behalf of mankind and a response of judgment by Adonai.  
In other words, although these stories seem unrelated in their specific subjects, they are all 
thematically connected through the common theme of sin and judgment!  More 
importantly, if you compare the actual judgments meted out, you will discover another 
amazing thematic connection.  
 

• Adam was separated/scattered from the blessings of the garden of Eden. 
• Cain was separated from the blessings of the fruit of the earth. 
• The generation of the flood was separated from the blessing of life on earth. 
• The generation of the tower of Babel was separated/scattered from each other. 
• Levi and Simeon were scattered within the nation of Israel instead of possessing a 

unique physical inheritance. 
 
Pertaining to the actual judgment meted out, how are all of these stories thematically 
related?28  This is no coincidence.  These stories paint a consistent picture of the important 
theme of sin, judgment and how Adonai deals with the sinners.  The idea that man is 
accountable to Adonai for his actions is the predominant theme that runs throughout the book 
of Genesis.  Seeing how strongly these unrelated stories are connected thematically, let's add 
one more passage to the mix.  What do you think will be the ultimate punishment for the 
children of Israel if they forsake Adonai? 
 

Deut 4:27—And the LORD shall scatter you among the nations.  
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Once again we see the common theme of separation/scattering from a place of blessing.  
Separation from the land of Israel and its protection is the ultimate judgment upon an 
Israelite.  Is this surprising.  No.  It's a perfect example of how seemingly unrelated passages 
converge to teach one primary concept.  Note the consistency of each example.  They all 
point us in the same direction.  This is why thematic analysis is so important.  Each story 
repeatedly reinforces the same conclusion, almost forcing us to see the truth that Adonai 
wants us to see. 

 
 
If you would like to explore more information about connections between the Torah portion and 
the Haftarah reading, then go to the Haftarah Connections link on our website under The Weekly 
Torah Portion.  You will be able to download a document that will show you numerous 
Scriptures from the Haftarah reading so that you can determine how they are thematically 
connected to the Torah portion.  The answers are provided as endnotes.  This is an excellent 
exercise to help you begin thinking thematically.   
 
 
 

Messiah in the Parsha 
 
Objective—Learn how the Torah teaches about the life and ministry of Yeshua HaMashiach.  
Yeshua said that Moses wrote about Him29.  Since the Torah never even mentions the word 
Messiah, this section will help you see the Messiah in the Torah.  This is primarily done using 
thematic analysis and midrash.   
 
 

Yeshua and Yom Kippur, Hebrews 8-10 
 

I. The significance of the blood of Yeshua and His work of atonement pictured in the Yom 
Kippur ceremony is so obvious that I will limit my usual questions to a minimum.  Read 
Hebrews 8-10. 
A. What does Hebrews 8:5 teach us concerning the true purpose of the earthly Mishkan?30  

Therefore, we should surmise that the ceremonies associated with the earthly Mishkan 
were meant to teach us about the Messiah and His redemptive work. 

B. How is Hebrews 9:6-15 thematically related to the first Parsha of this week’s sidra?31  
Paul saw the thematic significance of the fact that the High Priest could only enter the 
Holy of Holies once per year.  He said it signified that access to the Holy of Holies had 
not yet been secured. 

C. How did the sprinkling of blood by Aaron picture the atoning work of the Messiah?32 
 

The Jerusalem Council of Acts Chapter 15 
 

I. One of the great debates of our day concerns whether or not the Torah is valid for New 
Covenant disciples.  This is unfortunate.  The Torah is eternal and it was intended for all who 
would call upon the one and only true God, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  It makes 
no difference whether we are Jewish or not.  The real question is, which God are you 
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serving?  If you are not settled on the validity of the Torah for your faith, then I recommend 
you read The Restoration of Torah33.  In that treatise you will find a balanced approach to 
help you understand the relevancy and validity of the Torah for today.  In this commentary, 
however, I'd like to give you one proof that the Torah was never abolished.  It's based on the 
events of Acts 15 and the thematic connections that exist to this week's sidra (Torah portion).  
Believers usually point to Acts 15 to prove that the Torah is not for New Covenant disciples.  
The argument usually goes like this:  

 
• According to Romans 6:14 and Romans 7:4, we are not under the Torah and we are dead 

to the Torah because it was abolished when Yeshua died.  We are now under the New 
Covenant of grace.  If you would like to understand what Paul meant when he said, "we 
are free from the law," “we are dead to the law,” and we are "not under the law," then 
read my treatise entitled Our True Freedom From the Torah (Law)34. 

• According to Acts 15:1 and 5, the Jews were Judaizing by trying to make the non-Jewish 
believers keep the Law, which according to them, was abolished.  Furthermore, according 
to Acts 15:8-11, the law is a yoke of bondage which we needed to be set free from. 

• According to Acts 15:19-20, the council decided not to trouble the Gentiles by having 
them keep the "Old Testament."  Instead, they were to simply follow some general 
principles: 

 
• Don't eat meat sacrificed to animals 
• Don't drink/eat blood or eat strangled animals. 
• Don't commit fornication 

 
Now at first glance it may seem that they have a strong argument.  I won't go into the reasons 
why and how they've twisted most of these verses.  Let's just deal with the four requirements 
listed in Acts 15. 

 
How Can We Miss the Obvious??? 

 
I. It is sad that most believers think the Torah was abolished.  It is particularly pathetic (excuse 

my negativity) that Acts 15 is used as a "proof text" to prove such an assertion.  In my 
opinion, there are three main reasons why believers think this way: 

 
1. They either have not read the Torah at all. 
2. They have not seriously studied the Torah to see what it actually teaches. 
3. They don't know how to study the Scriptures thematically. 

 
Before studying my Hebraic roots, I was guilty of all three of the assertions listed above.  
That’s why I know most believers fall into these categories.  I’ve been there and I can look 
back and see the error of my ways.  Now, let’s find the reason for each of those three reasons 
listed above. 
A. Do you have any idea why the Jerusalem council chose those particular four 

requirements in Acts 15:28-29?  Do you have any idea WHERE the Jerusalem council 
obtained these requirements?  Read Acts 15:28-29.  Thematically, what are the topics 
being discussed?35  Can you think of any passage from the Torah thematically related to 
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these three topics?36  Look at the order of the topics listed in Acts 15:28-29 and Leviticus 
17-18.  Now compare them to the order of topics taken from Leviticus 17-18! 

 
 

Torah Passage Subject Acts Passage 
Leviticus 17:1-9 Proper Worship Acts 15:29 (1st phrase) 
Leviticus 17:10-15 Proper Diet Acts 15:29 (2nd & 3rd phrase) 
Leviticus 18:1-30 Proper Sexual Relations Acts 15:29 (4th phrase) 

 
Do you see it?  How do we know beyond a shadow of a doubt that Acts 15:29 is 
thematically related to Leviticus 17-18?  Because, Acts 15:29 is a summary of Leviticus 
17-18.  Even the order is the same!  This is why I made the three (negative) assertions 
above concerning why most believers erroneously believe that the Torah has been 
abolished based on Acts 15.  The requirements placed on the Gentiles in Acts 15:29 are 
the same Torah commandments listed in Leviticus 17-18!  So much for the Torah being 
abolished.  The Jerusalem council simply gave the new Gentile converts Torah 
commandments (which were still valid, even for non-Jews).  How can anyone miss it?   
Well, it's easy.  It’s as simple as this--if you don't study the Torah, you won't know what 
it says!  How could anyone who has seriously studied the Torah not immediately see that 
the requirements of Acts 15:29 are the same Torah commandments listed in Leviticus 17-
18? 

II. Eating Blood—When most Western New Covenant believers read the prohibition against 
blood in Acts 15, they think this command prohibits the drinking of blood.  Therefore, they 
think they don't have to worry about breaking it.  After all, who in the Western world would 
even consider drinking the blood of a dead animal?  But, is that what it really means?  Let's 
see what the prohibition of eating blood is really about. 
A. So far, the most important point we've learned is that the four requirements of Acts 15 are 

actual Torah commandments.  With this as a foundation, let's read Leviticus 17:10-16 to 
see what the prohibition of eating blood is all about. 
1. Read Leviticus 17:10 and 12.  What is the negative commandment given?37  Notice, it 

says not to eat any blood.  These verses say nothing about drinking blood.  Therefore, 
the drinking of blood is not the issue. 

2. Now the Torah will define, in explicit terms, what one must do in order to not eat 
blood!  Read Leviticus 17:13-14.  According to the Torah, what action must be 
performed in order to not eat blood?38  What are we talking about here?  We're talking 
about eating meat—food!  Why must you pour the blood out and cover it?39  Note 
how many times the Torah uses the phrase consume/eat blood in Leviticus 17:10-16!  
In other words, when the Torah says don’t eat blood, it means don’t eat meat that has 
not had the blood properly vacated from the body. 

3. Now here’s one of the most important phrases in this portion of Scripture.  Look at 
Leviticus 17:13: 

 
And whatsoever man there be of the children of Israel, or of the strangers that 
sojourn among you, which hunteth and catcheth ANY BEAST OR FOWL 
THAT MAY BE EATEN; he shall even pour out the blood thereof, and cover it 
with dust (Leviticus 17:13). 
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What does the Torah mean by the phrase “any beast or fowl that may be eaten”?  Are 
there some beasts and fowl that may not be eaten?  Furthermore, which beasts and 
fowl may be eaten?  The answer is given in Leviticus 11:1-47 where the Torah lists 
the clean/tahor/pure animals that may be eaten!  That’s right.  We’re talking about the 
kosher requirements that make food fit and proper to eat.  There are basically two 
requirements.  First, the animal must be a kosher animal; second, the blood must be 
properly vacated. 

4. The Torah is very plain in its definition of not eating blood.  It means that you must 
only eat a kosher animal whose blood has been properly drained.  Remember, the 
Torah says “any beast or fowl THAT MAY BE EATEN.” 

B. Now we know what the Torah means when it says that one should not eat blood.  It’s 
talking about all of the kosher requirements.  We also know, beyond a shadow of a doubt, 
that the Jerusalem council gave the same Torah commands in Parashat Acharei Mot to 
the Gentiles.  Therefore, when the Jerusalem council commanded the Gentiles to not eat 
blood, they were commanding the Gentiles to observe all kosher requirements!  It had 
nothing to do with commanding them not to drink blood (even though it’s obvious that 
drinking blood is also a violation of Torah).  The reason why most New Covenant 
Western believers don’t understand the four requirements of Acts 15 is because they 
don’t study the Torah seriously or they just plain don’t study it.  These verses have been 
here for centuries.  They’re easy to interpret once you realize that they’re simply a 
shortened version of the commandments listed in Leviticus 17-18.  Some of you may 
ask,” Do you mean that I, a non-Jewish believer, am supposed to eat only kosher food?”  
To which I answer, yes!  You are only supposed to eat kosher food.  Can the Bible be any 
clearer?  If you’ve been confused it’s because you didn’t know the Biblical definition of 
“eating blood.”  It has everything to do with eating a Biblically kosher diet! 

III. Kosher For Gentiles—Did you notice who was commanded not to eat blood in Leviticus 
17:10-16?  Was the command given to Israelites only?40  Now here’s where our translations 
hurt us again.  If you use the NIV or the NASB, you will see that the “alien living among 
you” is also commanded to abstain from blood.  If you are using the KJV or NKVJ, you will 
see that the “strangers” who live among you are also commanded to abstain from blood.  So, 
who are these aliens and strangers?  Well…the Hebrew word translated variously as alien or 
stranger (ger—reG), is best translated by the word proselyte, as is the case in the Artscroll 
Chumash.  We all know what a proselyte is.  A proselyte is a non-Israelite who joins himself 
to the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  With this understanding, we know the Torah 
teaches that a Gentile who repents and converts must also eat a kosher diet!  Now look at 
Acts 15 again.  What have the Gentiles done?  They have repented and converted, by 
believing in the salvation given by the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  Therefore, it only 
stands to reason that Gentiles would have to eat a kosher diet.  The reason why the Apostles 
(Acts 15) required the Gentiles to eat a kosher diet (a Biblically kosher animal that has had 
its blood properly vacated) is because the Torah commanded (Leviticus 17) that proselytes 
eat a Biblically kosher diet. 
A. If you have struggled with wondering if you should eat kosher or not, struggle no more.  

You will be blessed as you eat only of those animals that are ritually pure.  Remember, 
obedience to the commandments leads to life, not death. 
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B. Some say that obedience to the Torah commandments is legalism.  As I’ve heard from 
Rabbi Monte Judah, “Legalism is obedience to man’s commandments.  Following 
Adonai’s commandments is called obedience!”  You see, it’s man who says that the 
Torah has been abolished.  It’s man who says that we need not eat a kosher diet.  But is 
that what Adonai’s word says?  May Father YHVH bless you in your Torah study!!! 

 
 

Fun For the Whole Family! 
 

Okay, time to show what you’ve learned.  Word searches and crossword puzzles are 
available for you to test your understanding.  The word search for adults (and older 
children) consists of 20-30 words taken from this week’s sidra (portion). Some of the 
words may be common Hebrew words or English phrases.  The crossword puzzle for 
adults (and older children) may also contain common Hebrew words or English phrases.  
There is also a word search for the little guys!  And of course, the answer key is 
provided for the crossword puzzle. 

 
Adult and children’s crossword puzzles and word searches are available on Restoration of 
Torah’s website:  www.restorationoftorah.org.  Click on the link entitled, The Weekly 
Torah Portion Crossword Puzzles and Word Searches. 
 
 

Shabbat Shalom! 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                
1 Shabbat is Hebrew for Sabbath. 
 
2 In its most limited form, the Torah comprises the first five books of Moses. 
 
3 Holy Spirit. 
 
4 The Parashat HaShavuah, or weekly Parashat, are the weekly readings from the Torah.  Each week, beginning on 
the Shabbat, we read specific selections from the Torah, such that we complete the entire Torah each year. 
 
5 Tanakh is the entirety of what is commonly called the Old Testament.  It is a Hebrew acronym taken from the three 
major divisions of the Tanakh: the Torah, Prophets (Neviim) and Writings (Khetuvim). 
 
6 Brit Chadasha is commonly known as the New Testament Scriptures. 
 
7 This paragraph-like division is called a Parsha (Parshiot, plural). 
 
8 It occurred back in Leviticus 10, in Parashat Sh’mini. 
 
9 Yes, these chapters play a significant role in the thematic placement of Parashat Acharei Mot.  Since the death of 
Nadav and Avihu occurred in Leviticus 10, there must be a reason for the insertion of Leviticus chapters 11-15 
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before the Torah records Parashat Acharei Mot.  In other words, the narrative in Leviticus 11-15 should probably 
help us in some manner.  Or, maybe Leviticus 10-16 should be viewed as one unit for some thematic reason. 
 
10 1) They offered a strange/alien fire before Adonai and 2) they did something [offering the strange/alien fire] that 
Adonai hadn't commanded. 
 
11 They performed the tasks "AS YHVH HAD COMMANDED MOSES." 
 
12 The Shekhinah Glory of Adonai, which had departed as a result of the sin of the golden calf, returned. 
 
13 This word, corban, is the Hebrew word for offering used extensively throughout Parashat Vayikra.  For example, 
the word translated offering in Lev 1:2, 10; 3:1 (and many others) is the Hebrew word corban. 
 
14 The central issue pertains to WHEN and HOW someone (the High Priest) can enter behind the curtain into 
Adonai’s presence! 
 
15 It is exactly the lesson we’ve learned throughout Leviticus 11-15.  It has to deal with how one DRAWS NIGH TO 
Adonai! 
 
16 Most likely Nadav and Avihu had taken in too much alcohol.  This is why Adonai warned Aaron and his 
remaining sons that DRAWING NEAR TO HIM in a state of intoxication could lead to DEATH! 
 
17 Once again, it is obvious that the deaths of Nadav and Avihu were related to these instructions.  That’s why the 
passage starts off as “After the death of Nadav and Avihu . . .”  Obviously, the instructions that follow had 
something to do with the deaths of Aaron’s sons. 
 
18 The blood is thematically connected to life! 
 
19 If a man obeys Adonai’s commandments then he shall live!  In other words, he’ll have life! 
 
20 Adonai is stating that He has taken many nations out of captivity and placed them in another land. 
 
21 The implication is that they were destroyed just as the Canaanites were destroyed by Israel when they arrived in 
the land of Canaan. 
 
22 Leviticus 18:24-30, which deals with the inhabitants being expelled from the land. 
 
23 Leviticus 17:10, where Adonai states that He will 1) set His face against, or 2) concentrate His attention upon the 
one who eats blood. 
 
24 That they were not obeying the kosher requirements, specifically not eating blood. 
 
25 The prophet Amos informs the Northern Kingdom of Israel that Adonai is going to disperse them  among all the 
nations of the earth.  The Torah portion, Leviticus 18:24-29, states that if Israel commits the sins in Leviticus 18, 
then the land will spew them forth! 
  
26 Since they are now going to be vomited from out of the land, they must have been committing the sins listed in 
the Torah portion of Acharei Mot! 
 
27 He was effectively driven from the face of the earth because the earth would no longer yield its fruit to him. 
 
28 All of the judgments involve some type of separation/scattering from a source of blessing! 
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29 Yeshua said in John 5:46 that Moses spoke about him.  Psalm 40:6-8, speaking of the Messiah said that the book 
is written about Him.  Paul said that all of the feasts were prophetic shadows of Messiah Yeshua. 
 
30 It served as a pattern of the Mishkan that exists in heaven. 
 
31 Both describe events pertaining to the Yom Kippur ceremony where the priest entered only once per year. 
 
32 It was a picture of the Messiah bringing His own blood into the Holy of Holies to secure eternal redemption for 
mankind! 
 
33 Robinson, Tony.  “The Restoration of Torah.”  Restoration of Torah Ministries, 2001. www.restorationoftorah.org 
(under Resources:  Articles & Thematic Studies). 
 
34 Robinson, Tony.  “Our True Freedom From the Torah.”  Restoration of Torah Ministries, 2004. 
www.restorationoftorah.org (under Resources:  Articles & Thematic Studies). 
 
35 Proper worship, proper diet, and proper sexual relations. 
 
36 Yes, Parashat Acharei Mot.  Leviticus 17-18 deals with these three subjects!!! 
 
37 Do not eat any blood. 
 
38 If one wishes to eat a bird or animal, its blood must be poured out and covered with earth! 
 
39 So that you won’t eat it. 
 
40 No. 
 


