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—The Family House of Study—
Examining the Parashat HaShavuah by
Thematic Analysis
Welcome to Mishpachah Beit Midrash, the Family House of Study. Each Shabbat1 we gather in
our home and study the Scriptures, specifically the Torah.2 It’s a fun time of receiving revelation
from the Ruach HaKodesh3. Everyone joins in—adults and children—as we follow the Parashat
HaShavuah4 schedule. We devote ourselves to studying the Torah because the Torah is the
foundation for all of Scripture. Therefore, a thorough understanding of the Torah will help us
more fully understand the rest of the Tanakh5 and the Brit Chadasha.6 Furthermore, as Yeshua
stated Himself, the Torah teaches about Him. So we study the Torah in order to be drawn closer
to Yeshua, the goal of the Torah.
As believers in the Messiah we have discovered the richness of the wisdom of the sages of Israel.
These men, who devoted themselves to the study of the Torah, have left us a rich heritage. Part
of that heritage is a unique method of learning and interpreting the Scriptures. It’s called
thematic analysis. In thematic analysis we search for the underlying theme/topic of each passage
of Scripture. By studying Scriptures related by a common theme, line upon line and precept
upon precept, the Scriptures open up to us in a unique manner that is clearly inspired by the
Ruach HaKodesh. Passages that seemed obscure begin to make sense, and numerous levels of
wisdom and understanding unfold before us.
Thematic analysis of Scripture is based on the following premises. 1) Moses wrote the Torah as
five separate books as the Ruach HaKodesh inspired him. 2) Since Adonai had him separate
those words into five separate books, we surmise that each book has a unique message or theme.
3) Within each book, the words are written with two paragraph-like divisions7 interrupting the
flow of the words. 4) Since Adonai commanded Moshe to separate the individual books into
smaller paragraph-like sections or Parshiot, we surmise that each Parsha was written as a
separate unit because each of those Parshiot is trying to convey a unique thought, theme, concept
or understanding. Therefore, since Adonai inspired these divisions, we think they are VERY
important. We use these God-breathed divisions as the basis of our thematic analysis of
Scripture. Once you begin to interpret the Scriptures thematically, you will immediately SEE
that Adonai wrote His words in a manner consistent with the intent that they be interpreted
thematically.
Here is an example of what the Parsha divisions look like …
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s—Parsha Stumah (plural, stumot)—A paragraph-like break inspired by the Ruach HaKodesh,
still preserved on kosher Torah Scrolls, where there are at least nine blank spaces between a
word and the next word, all on the same line of text.

p—Parsha P'tuchah (plural, p'tuchot)—A paragraph-like break inspired by the Ruach HaKodesh,
still preserved on kosher Torah Scrolls, where there are blank spaces extending to the end of a
line of text and the subsequent text does not begin until the next line. (Hebrew is read from right
to left)
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—Parashat

HaShavuah—

~yi r i ' b . D
Devarim
(Words)

Devarim 1:1-3:22
(Deuteronomy 1:1-3:22)

1
2
3
4
5

Deuteronomy 1:1-2:1 s
Deuteronomy 2:2-8 s
Deuteronomy 2:9-16 s
Deuteronomy 2:17-30 s
Deuteronomy 2:31-3:22 s

Understanding the Book of Devarim
Objective—Understand the literary structure of the book of Devarim.

A Series of Speeches
I.

I want to begin this week’s study by presenting some background information that I’ve
gleaned from articles of some of the Rabbis I read on a regular basis. Most of my extra
information comes from the Rabbis at Har Etzion Yeshiva in Eretz Yisrael (http://www.vbmtorah.org/index.html) and from The Tanach Study Center (http://www.tanach.org/). Har
Etzion is a bona fide Yeshiva in Israel. They have numerous levels of on-line courses
available to the public. One of the benefits of studying the Torah from Jewish sources is
having the opportunity to be exposed to the wisdom of the great Torah teachers of Judaism.
Many of the great Torah scholars such as RASHI, RAMBAM, RASHBAM, RAMBAN, Ibn
Ezra, etc., have performed scrupulous analysis of the Torah. It would be a major task to
study each one of them individually. However, studying from places such as Har Etzion
Yeshiva or The Tanach Study Center will introduce you to the opinions of the sages in a
condensed format. This is invaluable because as non-Jewish believers, most of us have
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II.

numerous handicaps when we approach the Torah. The culture, worldview, language,
idioms, and geography of the Torah (and much more) are totally alien to most of us. These
men are very familiar with all of these aspects of the Torah, especially the language;
therefore, they are able to disclose information to us that would take a lifetime for us to
discover on our own. With that as a brief introduction, let’s see what we can glean from the
collective wisdom of the sages of Israel and the modern Rabbis of Judaism.
I was fascinated to discover that the book of Devarim is actually a series of four speeches
delivered by Moses to Am Yisrael (the people of Israel) a few weeks before his death. And
how do we know that this book consists of four speeches? For the most part, the other books
of the Torah are written in third person, or narrative style. However, Devarim is unique in
that it is mainly written in first person! By simply reading the book and noting when the
narrative switches between first and third person, one can determine that Moses actually gave
four separate and distinct discourses. Let’s see how this works.
A. Look at Devarim 1:1-7. Determine which of these first seven verses is spoken in third
person singular. Then, can you determine which verse begins the first speech in first
person singular?8 How long does this speech last?9 That’s right. We know the first
speech ends in Devarim 4:40 because verse forty is the last verse spoken in the first
person singular. Note how Devarim 4:41 switches back to third person singular!
Therefore, Devarim 1:6-4:40, comprises Moses’ first speech. Simple, yet amazing!
B. If we continue this process—of noting the transitions from third to first person and first to
third person—throughout the book of Devarim, we will chart the following outline of
Moses’ speeches.
Scripture Reference
Devarim 1-4
Devarim 5-26
Devarim 27-28
Devarim 29-30

III.

Topic
Introductory Speech
Main Speech
Tochacha (Admonition)
Teshuvah (Repentance)

The key verse in understanding Moses’ purpose for his speeches is found in Devarim 5:1.
And Moses called all Israel, and said to them: "Hear, O Israel, the statutes and judgments
which I speak in your hearing today, that you may learn them and be careful to observe
them (Devarim 5:1).”
Note: As we continue, I will use verses as marked in the New King James Version
instead of the Chumash, since they are not the same in this section of Scripture. As you
can see, his purpose is to review statutes and judgments so that Am Yisrael will obey them.
So what are these statutes and judgments he’s going to talk about? Read Devarim 5:1-6:3.
In these verses, Moses recounts the sealing of the covenant and the revelation of the Ten
Commandments. Note what happens in Devarim 5:23-31! The people decided that they did
not want to hear any more commandments directly from the Holy One because they feared
for their lives! What was the solution? Pay very, very close attention to Devarim 5:31!
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But as for you, stand here by Me, and I will speak to you all the commandments [the
entire commandment], the statutes, and the judgments which you shall teach them, that
they may observe them in the land which I am giving them to possess (Devarim 5:31) .
The phrase, “all the commandments” is not the best translation. If you have a Chumash, you
will notice that the Hebrew is “hi'w.ciM;h li'K” which is literally interpreted, “the entire
commandment.” A better translation would be:
…and I shall speak to you the entire commandment, and the statutes, and the judgments
that you shall teach them… (Devarim 5:31)
More importantly, note the phrase, “the statutes, and the judgments.” Do you see what is
happening here? Moses told them in Devarim 5:1 that he wants them to listen to the statutes
and judgments that he is about to give them. Then he proceeded to recount WHEN and
HOW those statutes and judgments were given—pay attention to the usage of these two
words. Devarim 5:31 informs us that the statutes and judgments were given directly to
Moses, who was supposed to relay them to the people because the people were afraid to hear
any more. In other words, had the people not been afraid, the Holy One would have
continued giving them the statutes and judgments after finishing with the Ten
Commandments! Therefore, we now know that the statutes and judgments Moses is about to
give Am Yisrael were the same statutes and judgments given to him on Mount Sinai. Now
read Devarim 6:1.
Now this is the commandment, and these are the statutes and judgments which the
LORD your God has commanded to teach you, that you may observe them in the land
which you are crossing over to possess… (Devarim 6:1) ”
Once again, the English translation is far from perfect. A better translation would be:
This is the commandment, and the statutes and the judgments that…(Devarim 6:1)
The important point to note is the structure of the sentence. It matches perfectly with
Devarim 5:31. In other words, we know that Devarim 5:31 pertains to Adonai’s plan when
the Torah was given—Moses will receive the Holy One’s commandment, statutes and
judgments and later convey them to the people. Devarim 6:1 conveys what Moses is about to
teach the new generation poised to enter the Land—the Holy One’s commandment, statutes
and judgments. In this manner we know that the commandment, statutes and judgments
Moses is about to teach Am Yisrael are the same ones originally given to Am Yisrael at
Mount Sinai.
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Searching the Parshiot
Objective—Learn how to 1) uncover the theme of a passage, 2) relate it to other passages and 3)
gain new insight on how to interpret the original passage based on its thematic connection to
those other passages.

Back to the Future
I.

II.

I have mentioned numerous times that the Torah is a book of prophecy. Therefore, we
should not be surprised to learn that its message applies to all generations. The sages of
Israel put it this way—the events in the lives of the Fathers were prophetic pictures of future
events in the lives of their descendants. As we begin to apply the principles of thematic
analysis to the stories of the Torah, we will see amazing patterns. For example, many of the
trials and tests faced by the first generation that left Egypt are experienced by the second
generation. These fascinating correlations can only be seen if we study the Scriptures as the
Holy One intended—thematically! Let’s look at an example of how an event in the lives of
the first generation was “replayed” in the lives of their descendants, then we will discuss the
significance of these amazing connections.
The Incident of the Golden Calf and the Matter of Baal Peor—The two texts for this
comparison are taken from the incident of the golden calf (Exodus 32:1-35) and the matter of
Baal Peor (Numbers 25:1-18). Please note the following thematic connections.
In both stories…
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The sin occurred after Am Yisrael had grown impatient.
Am Yisrael worship a false god.
Am Yisrael make a festival or false Mo’edim to a false god.
Am Yisrael sacrificed to a false god.
Am Yisrael ate sacrifices to a false god.
Am Yisrael prostrated themselves to a false god.
Adonai’s anger flared up.
Am Yisrael are faced with possible annihilation by the Holy One.
A portion of the nation is called upon to destroy the sinners.
The leading figure(s) carrying out Divine retribution is/are from the Tribe of Levi—The
Levites in the golden calf incident and Pinchas in the matter of Baal Peor.
Some offenders are killed by man, whereas another group die in a plague.
There is a reward offered to Levi. The Levites merit taking the place of the firstborn in
the golden calf incident and Pinchas merits a covenant of peace in the matter of Baal
Peor.

As you can see, it is most unlikely that all of these thematic connections are coincidental!
We could call the matter of Baal Peor the Golden Calf Episode II. Why are these two stories
so closely related thematically? It’s one of the ways the Torah teaches us that events in the
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lives of Am Yisrael (as recorded in the Torah) become the blueprint for events in the lives of
their descendants.

Parsha Analysis
I.
II.

We have already learned that Devarim 1- 4 is an introductory speech to Moses’ main address
in Devarim 5-26. Let’s analyze it thematically to determine its overall message. In other
words, what are the main point Moses is trying to make?
Devarim 1:1-2:1 s —You should always try to outline the flow of a Parsha. This will help
you see the themes. Here’s an outline of this Parsha.
•
•
•
•
•

III.

IV.

Devarim 1:1-5—Introduction of the book
Devarim 1:6-8—The command to go possess the land.
Devarim 1:9-18—The appointment of judges.
Devarim 1:19-21—Arrival at Kadesh Barnea
Devarim 1:22-2:1—The sin of the spies (and the nation).

A. Look at Devarim 1:10-11. This is what I call a prophetic wish. Moses asks the Holy One
to make Am Yisrael a thousand times more numerous than they are. Do you remember
seeing a prayer similar to this one?10 We also saw a similar phenomenon in Parashat
Beha’alotkha, when Moses said he wished that all of Adonai’s people would be
prophets—Numbers 11:29. It turns out that this was actually the plan and heart of
Adonai all along! What great prophecy of the Tanakh is thematically connected to
Moses' prophetic "wish"? That's right, Joel (Joel 2:28-32) prophesied of the day Adonai
would pour His Ruach (Spirit) on all flesh! This occurred in Acts 2. Therefore, we
should expect that Moses’ and Rebecca’s relative’s prophetic wish will also come true.
These prophetic “wishes” are actually glimpses into the heart and plan of the Holy One.
It is estimated that Am Yisrael numbered about 3 million. A thousand times more
numerous that three million is three billion! Could this really be Adonai’s plan? You
bet! There are no idle words in the Torah. In this very day and hour many of the Sons of
Israel are beginning to awaken and realize their Israelite heritage.
B. How would you summarize this Parsha?11 This sets the backdrop for the remainder of
the sidra.
Devarim 2:2-8 s—Although the first Parsha recounted the history of the first generation, to
whom is Moses referring in Devarim 2:2?12 How is Devarim 2:3 thematically related to
Devarim 1:6?13 Remember, we noted above that many of the events that occurred to the first
generation were pictures of events that would occur to the second generation. We’ve already
seen how the golden calf incident was replayed in the second generation through the incident
of Baal Peor. In other words, both generations experienced the exact same test even though
the specifics were slightly different. Could the Torah now be hinting that the second
generation is about to undergo a test similar to the first generation, i.e., will they possess the
land or will they refuse it as their forefathers did? Let’s continue.
A. Why did Am Yisrael pass Edom without taking their land?14 Moses is very clear that Am
Yisrael was not supposed to dispossess the Edomites. And he was clear concerning the
reason. It had nothing to do with the strength of the Edomites.
Devarim 2:9-16 s
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V.

A. Why did Am Yisrael pass Moab without taking their land?15 Moses is very clear that Am
Yisrael was not supposed to dispossess the Moabites. And he was clear concerning the
reason. It had nothing to do with the strength of the Moabites.
B. Note how Moses describes the Emim, who dwelled in the land of the Moabites before
they displaced them—great, populous, as tall as giants, considered Rephaim, like giants.
Note how Moses records that the children of Esau (the Edomites) drove out the Horites in
order to possess their land.
Devarim 2:17-30 s
A. Once again, Moses informs Am Yisrael that they will not displace a nation,
specifically the Ammonites. Note again how Moses describes the previous
inhabitants of the land of Ammon—Rephaim, great and populous people, tall like
giants. Where else in the Torah have we seen those descriptions within the context of
displacing another nation?16 That’s right. In Numbers 13, Am Yisrael refused to
dispossess the Canaanites precisely because they were numerous and as tall as giants.
Read Numbers 13 and you will see that Am Yisrael use the same adjectives to
describe the inhabitants of Canaan! Moses is conveying this brief history of the
Ammonites, Moabites and Edomites to Am Yisrael as an encouragement and warning
to them. He’s trying to inform them that what they are about to do is not novel or
difficult. They are about to do what other nations have already done—displace other
nations who were larger, stronger and mightier. The message is clear. If the Holy
One helped Edom, Ammon and Moab displace giants; surely he will help Am
Yisrael. Furthermore, Moses doesn’t want them to make the same mistake their
forefathers made by rejecting the land just because of fear of the giant inhabitants.
B. Then note how Moses used the phrase, “and YHVH destroyed them before them, and
they drove them out and dwelled in their place, just as he did for the children of Esau
who dwell in Seir, who destroyed the Horite before them; they drove them out and
dwelled in their place until this day.” This is exactly what Am Yisrael is about to do.
Moses is trying to encourage Am Yisrael to take the land by giving examples of others
who faced similar obstacles. Furthermore, we can clearly see that the experience of the
first generation has set the stage for this new generation.
C. Now let’s see a more dramatic example of this principle—that the events in the lives of
the Fathers is a prophetic shadow of future events in the lives of their descendants. Read
Devarim 2:24-25. Note how Am Yisrael 1) is about to travel into the Promised Land and
2) the nations are in fear of them. Can you think of a passage in Genesis that is very
closely thematically related to these verses?17 That’s right! In Genesis 35:1-7, Jacob is
on his way to Bethel. In both passages the inhabitants of the land of Canaan are gripped
with fear as Am Yisrael travel to the Land! You have just witnessed another example of
how the lives of the Patriarchs were prophetic foreshadows of the future events of their
descendants. The fear that fell upon the Canaanites when Jacob entered Eretz Yisrael
was a prophetic foreshadow of the fear that would one day grip the inhabitants of Canaan
when Am Yisrael came to obtain the Land as their inheritance! Once again, we can see
that the narratives of the Torah have as much to do with the future as the past. Baruch
HaShem!!! The book of Genesis is packed with numerous narratives that are actually
prophetic pictures of future events. Thematic analysis will help you see them clearly. By
the way, do you see the thematic connection between these two facts; 1) In Genesis 33,
Esau comes out ostensibly (He approached Jacob with 400 men) to make war with Jacob
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VI.

and his family as they returned from exile to the land, and 2) When Am Yisrael tried to
make it into the Promised Land through Edom (the descendants of Esau), the Edomites
came out arrayed for war?
D. How is Devarim 2:24 thematically related to the first Parsha?18 This is yet another
thematic connection between the two generations of Am Yisrael. Truly, Moses is trying
to show this generation that they are embarked on the same mission as their forefathers.
Will they succeed?
Devarim 2:31-3:22 p
A. How is Devarim 3:4-5 thematically related to Numbers 13?19 Why does Moses mention
that the cities were fortified? He is encouraging the nation to continue its conquest. The
previous generation refused to take the land because of the fortified cities. Moses is
showing them that they can take the land because the Holy One has already delivered
them into their hands.
B. Lastly, why does Moses mention the size of Og, King of Bashan’s bed? Once again, we
must go back to Numbers 13 where Am Yisrael had originally rejected the land because
of giants. Moses reminds them that Og, King of Bashan, was a giant! He wants this
generation to pass the test the first generation failed.
C. Remember when Reuben and Gad wanted to remain East of the Jordan to settle in the
Land of Sichon and Og? This event is thematically related to the original sin of the spies
who rejected the Promised Land. Note the following thematic connections between the
original story of the spies who spread an evil report concerning the Promised Land
(Numbers 13-14) and the incident concerning the tribes of Reuben and Gad (Numbers
32). These parallels are pointed out by Rabbi Nathaniel Helfgot in an article entitled
Parashat Matot-Mas’ei.20
During both events…
•
•

In the incident of the spies, two spies want to enter the land, whereas in the incident
with Reuben and Gad, two tribes do not want to enter.
In the incident of the spies, the two tribes who want to enter are from Judah and
Ephraim, the two most prominent sons of Leah and Rachel, respectively, who were
chosen as the two leadership tribes. Reuben and Gad represent the two tribes who
had been rejected as leadership tribes. Reuben lost his firstborn status and Gad was
the firstborn of Leah’s handmaid, Zilpah.

Based on Moses response in Numbers 32:6-15, how do we know we are correct in
connecting these two events thematically?21 When Moses heard the request of Reuben
and Gad, he immediately remembered the incident of the spies and began to chastise
them. Now we can see that the incident with Reuben and Gad in Numbers 32 could be
called, “The Spies Episode II.” However, this time Am Yisrael passed the test. Once
again, we see that events in the lives of the first generation are replayed in the lives of the
second generation. Can you think of a passage from Ecclesiastes that explains this
phenomenon?22 That’s right. There is nothing new under the sun. Adonai will continue
to deal with His children as He has in the past.
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In summary, we have seen that the events in the lives of the Patriarchs and the generation
that left Egypt are prophetic pictures of events that will occur in the lives of their
descendants. We have seen how the second generation experienced the same tests and
circumstances of previous generations. This principle did not stop when the last book in
the canon of Scripture was penned. It is as valid today as it was in the Torah!

Making the Connection Between the Parashat HaShavuah
and the Haftarah
Objective—Learn how to relate Scriptures thematically, thereby learning how to think
Hebraically. Become rooted in the importance of thematic analysis by seeing it in action as you
relate the Torah portion to the Haftarah portion.
The Haftarah reading is found in Isaiah 1:1-2:7. Usually, the Haftarah reading has clear thematic
connections to the Torah portion. However, sometimes the connections aren’t as easy to see.
The connection between this week’s Haftarah portion and the sidra is a little more difficult to
see. Let’s give it a shot.
I.

What is the general theme of Isaiah 1:1-9?23 These verses set the stage for us. How can we
connect the theme of Isaiah 1:1-9 to this week’s sidra?24 If you examine Devarim 1:1-2, you
may notice that some of the places listed were never listed in Parashat Masei, the Torah
portion that described the journeys of Am Yisrael. Without going into a long discussion of
this phenomenon, let me give you the conclusion of the Sages of Israel concerning Devarim
1:1-2. RASHI, Onkelos and many other Sages teach that the names of the places in Devarim
1:1-2 are place names. Their importance is not found in their location, but in the events that
occurred. These place names are code words for the sins Am Yisrael committed. For
example, Devarim mentions the places, Tophel and Laban. Here’s what the Artscroll
Chumash commentary states concerning these two places.
“Rashi quotes R’Yochanan, “We have reviewed all of Scriptures but have not found any
place named Tophel or Laban.” Rather, both words refer to the complaints about the
manna (Numbers 10:12, 11:6). Tophel can be rendered calumny (slander) and Laban can
be rendered white, the color of the manna.”

II.

Therefore, Devarim 1:1-2 as well as the account of the sin of the spies (and Am Yisrael) in
the remainder of Devarim 1 are thematically related to the list of the sins of the nation in
Isaiah 1:1-9.
Usually, the Haftarah will contain one or more words or phrases found in the sidra. I could
only find one this week. Did you see any?25 Isaiah 1:10 is thematically related to Devarim
1:5 where it states that Moses “began explaining this Torah, saying.”
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III.
IV.

What does Adonai offer Am Yisrael as a remedy for their sins?26 In Isaiah 1:16-19, the Holy
One offers Am Yisrael the chance to do teshuvah (repentance). Note Isaiah 1:19—how is
this verse specifically related to this week’s sidra?27
Now let’s tie this all together. Reviewing the thematic connections above, can you state in
general terms why Isaiah 1:1-2:7 was chosen as the Haftarah portion for this week’s sidra?
Try to figure it out before reading my explanation.
In Isaiah 1:1-2:7, Isaiah recounts the sins of the nation. The history of Am Yisrael was
pretty miserable. However, the Holy One was offering them the chance to have their
sinful past erased if they would do teshuvah and change their ways. So likewise, in this
week’s sidra, Moses first recounts Am Yisrael’s sinful past. Devarim 1:1-3 is a veiled
rebuke. The remainder of Devarim 1 recounts how they committed their final
transgression that prevented them from entering the Promised Land. Then, in Devarim 2,
Moses used many words and phrases reminiscent of their failure at the incident of the
spies. However, he used those words and phrases to encourage the nation to erase the
past failure by acting the right way—i.e., go and take the land this time! He also gave a
brief history of how Moab, Ammon and Edom had displaced inhabitants greater than
themselves. He did this to encourage the nation so that they wouldn’t repeat the mistakes
of the past. Therefore, this week’s sidra is related to the Haftarah through the common
themes of 1) recounting the sins of the nation, and 2) offering the nation a chance to do
teshuvah so as to overcome the past failures.

Messiah in the Parsha
Objective—Learn how the Torah teaches about the life and ministry of Yeshua HaMashiach.
Yeshua said that Moses wrote about Him28. Since the Torah never even mentions the word
Messiah, this section will help you see the Messiah in the Torah. This is primarily done using
thematic analysis and midrash.

Moses, A Picture of Yeshua
I.

Just in case you are new to Mishpachah Beit Midrash, I would like to share with you how we
determine whether or not a person or narrative of the Torah contains a teaching concerning
the person or work of the Messiah. As you read the Torah, anytime you see 1) pictures of
resurrection, 2) pictures of renewed life as a result of deliverance from impending death and
3) pictures of victory and renewed life as a result of death, you know the Torah is about to
give us a teaching concerning the Messiah. I call these themes of The Resurrection and the
Life, and they are especially strengthened when coupled in some manner with the number
three.
A. The first LIVING things (plants, grass, etc.) were created on day THREE! This is not
strictly life from the dead; however, the principle of life coming from a state where there
is no life is clear.
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II.

III.

B. The Torah's picture of the RESURRECTION of the Messiah is found in the Holy Days.
The Holy Day that is a shadow of Yeshua's RESURRECTION is the THIRD Holy Day,
the Day of the Omer Wave Offering (Leviticus 23)! The offering of the barley sheaves
on the day after the first Day of Unleavened Bread (the day after the Shabbat) is a
prophetic picture of the resurrection of the Messiah.
C. Jonah, who was in the belly of a great fish, should have been dead. But on the THIRD
day he came forth ALIVE! Truly, death was swallowed in victory!
D. The Akeida (binding of Isaac) found in Genesis 22—Abraham was supposed to offer
Isaac as an olah (whole burnt offering). Although Adonai prevented him from actually
sacrificing Isaac on the THIRD day, the manner in which the Torah relates the story
hints that Isaac died and was RESURRECTED. That's why Hebrews 11:17-19 records
that Abraham received Isaac from the dead through RESURRECTION figuratively!
This next example will show you why we know Moses' life is a picture of the Messiah. Read
Exodus 2:1-10.
• What was Pharaoh's decree concerning the birth of male babies?29
• What was supposed to happen to Moses?30
• How long did Moses' mother hide him?31
• What did the daughter of Pharaoh do by taking Moses out of the Nile River?32
• So we see the Torah has painted a picture of a child, Moses, who was supposed to die.
His mother hid him for THREE months, then she obeyed Pharaoh's command by
casting him into the water (in the basket). But Pharaoh's death sentence was
cancelled when his daughter took Moses out of the river, and he was given LIFE!
This story teaches us that Moses’ life will be a shadow of the Messiah.
• Moses approached Pharaoh with three supernatural signs; 1) turning his staff into a
serpent, 2) making his hand “leprous,” and 3) turning water into blood. Think of the
sign of the Messiah and guess how all three of these signs are thematically related?33
Moses demonstrated the power of LIFE over DEATH!
A. Throughout our study of the Torah, we have seen how Moses' life foreshadowed the life
of Messiah Yeshua many times. We know that Moses is going to die soon. Moses
delivered these speeches in the last five weeks of his life. How is this scenario
thematically connected to Yeshua?34 In John 13-17, Yeshua makes his last “speech” to
His disciples, fully aware of the fact that He would die soon.
The Hebrew word for word is davar (ri ' b i ' D ). As you are aware, the title of the fifth book of
the Torah is ~yi r i ' b . D , which is taken from the first two words of Devarim 1:1—These are
the words. Now read John 1:1. Note how John states that in the beginning was the word.
We know that John was Jewish and spoke Hebrew. Therefore, we know that in the Hebrew,
he said, “In the beginning was the, davar (ri ' b i ' D ). Later on, in John 1:4, it states that in
Yeshua, hadavar (the word) was life! As you can see, a great Messianic teaching is about to
unfold.
A. In I John 1:1, John states that he had handled the Word of Life—hadavar of Life. Note
once again that word (davar) and life are thematically linked. We should immediately
wonder, what word and what life? In order to answer this question, we need to
understand the true purpose for the Torah. So let’s diverge here for a moment and
discuss the true purpose of the Torah (Law).

Page 13 of 17

IV.

•

•
•
•
•
•

Here is a short listing of the function/purpose of the Torah as presented in the B’rit Chadasha
(New Covenant Scriptures).
Matthew 5:17-21—Yeshua states that the Torah functions as the guideline for the lifestyle of
His disciples, to which obedience and/or disobedience will determine their future status in the
Kingdom. Torah demonstrates lifestyle.
Romans 10:4—Paul states that the Torah's ultimate goal/purpose was to lead Israel to Yeshua
the Messiah. Torah leads us to Messiah.
Romans 7:7—Paul states that the Torah defines sin. Torah teaches what is clean and
unclean, right and wrong, good and evil, what causes death and brings life.
Galatians 3:23—Paul states that the Torah was given to preserve the nation until the Messiah
came. Torah preserves individuals’ lives until they come to know Messiah.
Luke 24:44 & John 5:39, 46—Yeshua explicitly states Torah taught about Him. Torah
teaches us about the Messiah and His role in redemption.
Romans 5:20—Paul states that the Torah was given to cause offenses (sin) to increase.
Torah has a specific effect on sin in people.

As we can plainly see, the Torah has many functions/purposes and roles. Sometimes it takes on
a teaching role so that we can learn about Messiah. Sometimes it takes on the function of
describing/demonstrating the lifestyle of Yeshua's disciples. Are any one of these functions
greater than the other? Are there more functions? I think so. I don’t have any problem with any
of these definitions of the Torah. After all, these are definitions from the B’rit Chadasha.
However, I think the best way to understand the function/purpose of the Torah is to go to the
Torah itself and see what it says. Although the writers of the B’rit Chadasha brought out
numerous purposes/functions of the Torah, we must remember that they wrote to people who
already knew its most fundamental purpose. Let’s see what this is.
A. Please read Leviticus 18:5— 5You shall therefore keep My statutes and My judgments,
which if a man does, he shall live by them: I am the LORD. This verse is the first
instance where the Holy One gives us the purpose for keeping His Torah (statutes and
judgments). Remember, the word Torah simply means the Holy One’s instructions (not
laws). What does Moses mean by saying “if a man does [them] he shall live by them?”
This verse used to confuse me. It almost sounds like he’s saying, “If you listen to me,
you will hear me.”
B. At the Pashat, or literal level of interpretation, he means this:

If you obey my Torah, you will have physical LIFE!
That’s it. Sounds too simple? Well, in the coming weeks I am going to add a fifth
section onto the regular format of this lesson entitled, The Fundamental
Function/Purpose of the Torah. In that section we will see over and over how Moses
gives this simple definition for the (Pashat) function/purpose of the Torah. Those who
keep the Torah will have life and remain alive in the Land. Those who disobey the Torah
will not live. In a nutshell, The fundamental function/purpose of the Torah(at the
Pashat level) is to secure/ensure/give physical LIFE to those who keep it! See also
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V.

Devarim 4:1, 4 and 10, Devarim 5:33, Devarim 6:24, Devarim 8:1 and 3, Devarim
30:19, Leviticus 26:3-13, Ezekiel 20:11, 13, 21 and 25, and more!
Now back to our Midrash on Yeshua. John stated that Yeshua is the Davar of Life. From
our discussion of the purpose of the Torah, we know that the Torah contains the Devarim
(Words) of Life! Therefore, we should easily be able to see that Yeshua is the Torah in the
flesh. The Torah’s purpose was to ensure physical life for those who obeyed its statutes and
judgments. So likewise, Yeshua gives eternal LIFE to those who obey Him! He is the Torah
made manifest! He kept the Torah perfectly. If at any point we want to see the
characteristics of a life of obedience to the Torah, we need not look any further than Yeshua.
A. Yeshua kept the Torah perfectly without a flaw. We know that the Torah’s purpose is to
give life to those who obey it; therefore, what had to happen after Yeshua was
executed?35 That’s right! It was impossible for death to hold Him. In a nutshell, the
Torah’s fundamental purpose/function is to give physical life to those who obey it. It is,
therefore, a perfect picture of Yeshua who gives eternal life to those who obey Him! We
will see this point strengthened as we continue our study of Devarim.

Fun For the Whole Family!
Okay, time to show what you’ve learned. Word searches and crossword puzzles are
available for you to test your understanding. The word search for adults (and older
children) consists of 20-30 words taken from this week’s sidra (portion). Some of the
words may be common Hebrew words or English phrases. The crossword puzzle for
adults (and older children) may also contain common Hebrew words or English phrases.
There is also a word search for the little guys! And of course, the answer key is
provided for the crossword puzzle.
Adult and children’s crossword puzzles and word searches are available on Restoration of
Torah’s website: www.restorationoftorah.org. Click on the link entitled, The Weekly
Torah Portion Crossword Puzzles and Word Searches.

Shabbat Shalom!

1

Shabbat is Hebrew for Sabbath.

2

In its most limited form, the Torah comprises the first five books of Moses.

3

Holy Spirit.

4

The Parashat HaShavuah, or weekly Parashat, is the weekly reading from the Torah. Each week, beginning on the
Shabbat, we read specific selections from the Torah, such that we complete the entire Torah each year.
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5

Tanakh is the entirety of what is commonly called the Old Testament. It is a Hebrew acronym taken from the three
major divisions of the Tanakh: the Torah, Prophets (Neviim) and Writings (Khetuvim).
6

Brit Chadasha is commonly known as the New Testament Scriptures.

7

This paragraph-like division is called a Parsha (Parshiot, plural).

8

The first five verses are written in third person singular, the normal narrative mode. Verse six is the first sentence
of the first speech because it uses first person singular.
9

It lasts until Devarim 4:40.

10

Yes. Genesis 24:60 states that Rebecca’s family prayed that her descendants would become thousands of ten
thousand.
11

This is a recounting of the failure of the first generation to take the land.

12

He is referring to the second generation poised to enter the Promised Land.

13

In both verses Adonai basically states that Am Yisrael have stayed too long near the mountain.

14

Because Adonai had given that land to Esau.

15

Because Adonai had given that land to Moab, the descendants of Lot.

16

Am Yisrael used the same adjectives to describe the inhabitants of the land of Canaan when they spied out the
land for forty days!
17

Yes, Genesis 35:1-7!

18

The first generation had traveled up to the land of the Amorites (Devarim 1:19). This is where the first generation
balked at taking the land. Now, in this narration, the second generation is at exactly the same spot, on the outskirts
of Amorite territory.
19

In Numbers 13:28, the spies stated that the land had fortified cities. They gave this as a reason for not taking the
land.
20

Helfgot, Rabbi Nathaniel. “Parashat Matot-Masei.” The Israel Koschitzky Virtual Beit Midrash. Yeshivat Har
Etzion, 1997-2017. http://etzion.org.il/en/matot-masei-0.
21

We know these two events are thematically connected because Moses himself connects them!

22

Ecclesiastes 1:9.

23

The Holy One shows that the nation’s past is riddled with sin. It is a summary of the failures of Am Yisrael.

24

This week’s sidra described Am Yisrael’s many sins in a veiled rebuke during Devarim 1:1-2. Then it described
events surrounding the big sin—rejection of the land of Canaan.
25

Yes, Isaiah 1:10—“give ear to the Torah of our God, O people of Gomorrah.”

26

He offers them the chance of teshuvah (repentance).

27

If you have read ahead in the book of Devarim, you will notice that the book is written to challenge Am Yisrael to
obey the Torah in order that they be able to “eat the goodness of the land.”
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28

Yeshua said in John 5:46 that Moses spoke about him. Psalm 40:6-8, speaking of the Messiah, said that the book
is written about Him. Paul said that all of the feasts were prophetic shadows of Messiah Yeshua.
29

All male babies were to be thrown to their death into the Nile River.

30

He was supposed to die.

31

Three months.

32

She took one who was supposed to die and gave him LIFE.

33

All three signs demonstrate that Moses had the power over life and death in his hand. He brought a dead object
(the staff) to life as a serpent. Although his hand became “leprous” (a symbol of death), he was able to restore it
(life). He took water (symbol of life) and turned it into blood (normally a symbol of life, but in this context it is
death).
34

Before Yeshua's death, He also gathered His talmidim (disciples) to give them His departing instructions!

35

He had to be resurrected!
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