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—The Family House of Study—
Examining the Parashat HaShavuah by
Thematic Analysis
Welcome to Mishpachah Beit Midrash, the Family House of Study. Each Shabbat1 we gather in
our home and study the Scriptures, specifically the Torah.2 It’s a fun time of receiving revelation
from the Ruach HaKodesh3. Everyone joins in—adults and children—as we follow the Parashat
HaShavuah4 schedule. We devote ourselves to studying the Torah because the Torah is the
foundation for all of Scripture. Therefore, a thorough understanding of the Torah will help us
more fully understand the rest of the Tanakh5 and the Brit Chadasha.6 Furthermore, as Yeshua
stated Himself, the Torah teaches about Him. So we study the Torah in order to be drawn closer
to Yeshua, the goal of the Torah.
As believers in the Messiah we have discovered the richness of the wisdom of the sages of Israel.
These men, who devoted themselves to the study of the Torah, have left us a rich heritage. Part
of that heritage is a unique method of learning and interpreting the Scriptures. It’s called
thematic analysis. In thematic analysis we search for the underlying theme/topic of each passage
of Scripture. By studying Scriptures related by a common theme, line upon line and precept
upon precept, the Scriptures open up to us in a unique manner that is clearly inspired by the
Ruach HaKodesh. Passages that seemed obscure begin to make sense, and numerous levels of
wisdom and understanding unfold before us.
Thematic analysis of Scripture is based on the following premises. 1) Moses wrote the Torah as
five separate books as the Ruach HaKodesh inspired him. 2) Since Adonai had him separate
those words into five separate books, we surmise that each book has a unique message or theme.
3) Within each book, the words are written with two paragraph-like divisions7 interrupting the
flow of the words. 4) Since Adonai commanded Moshe to separate the individual books into
smaller paragraph-like sections or Parshiot, we surmise that each Parsha was written as a
separate unit because each of those Parshiot is trying to convey a unique thought, theme, concept
or understanding. Therefore, since Adonai inspired these divisions, we think they are VERY
important. We use these God-breathed divisions as the basis of our thematic analysis of
Scripture. Once you begin to interpret the Scriptures thematically, you will immediately SEE
that Adonai wrote His words in a manner consistent with the intent that they be interpreted
thematically.
Here is an example of what the Parsha divisions look like …
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s—Parsha Stumah (plural, stumot)—A paragraph-like break inspired by the Ruach HaKodesh,
still preserved on kosher Torah Scrolls, where there are at least nine blank spaces between a
word and the next word, all on the same line of text.

p—Parsha P'tuchah (plural, p'tuchot)—A paragraph-like break inspired by the Ruach HaKodesh,
still preserved on kosher Torah Scrolls, where there are blank spaces extending to the end of a
line of text and the subsequent text does not begin until the next line. (Hebrew is read from right
to left)
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—Parashat

HaShavuah—

b, q e [
‘Eikev
(Because)

Devarim 7:12-11:25
(Deuteronomy 7:12-11:25)

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Deuteronomy 7:12-16 s
Deuteronomy 7:17-26 p
Deuteronomy 8:1-18 p
Deuteronomy 8:19-20 p
Deuteronomy 9:1-29 p
Deuteronomy 10:1-11 p
Deuteronomy 10:12-11:9 s
Deuteronomy 11:10-12 s
Deuteronomy 11:13-21 s
Deuteronomy 11:22-25 s

Understanding the Book of Devarim
Objective—Understand the literary structure of the book of Devarim.
I.

Earlier, we discovered that the book of Devarim was a collection of four speeches Moses
gave to Am Yisrael (the people of Israel) during the last five weeks of his life. The basic
outline of the book is as follows:
Scripture Reference
Devarim 1-4
Devarim 5-26
Devarim 27-28
Devarim 29-30

Topic
Introductory Speech
Main Speech
Tochachah (Admonition)
Teshuvah (Repentance)
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II.

We are currently studying Moses’ main speech, Devarim 5-26. In last week’s lesson, we
learned that this main speech is divided into two main subjects. The first subject is The
Commandment (singular). This subject begins in Devarim 6:1 and lasts until Devarim
11:25. I noted last week that even though this section of the speech is entitled, The
Commandment, Moses actually gave numerous commandments (mitzvot). So let’s see why
this section is called The Commandment.
A. This section begins with the Shema (Devarim 6:4-5). According to Mark 12:29-30, the
Shema is the greatest commandment! Being that it is the greatest commandment, it is
also The Commandment. After the Shema (Devarim 6:4-5), what does Adonai
command Am Yisrael?8 In other words, the remaining “matters”—i.e., those matters
given after the Shema—need to be upon Am Yisrael’s HEART. How is Devarim 6:4-5
thematically connected to Devarim 6:6?9 Thus it seems that Adonai wants Am Yisrael to
guard their hearts as they enter the land.
B. Read Devarim 6:12. How is this passage thematically related to one’s heart?10 In order
for Am Yisrael to maintain a heart devoted to the Holy One, they will need to 1) guard
their hearts and 2) remember certain facts. By guarding their hearts and remembering
certain facts they will prevent their hearts from going astray.
C. Read Devarim 7:6-9. How is Devarim 7:7 related to the heart of Am Yisrael?11 You see,
if Am Yisrael was allowed to think they were chosen because of some merit of their own,
they may not appreciate His choice of them. This is a heart issue. What two reasons
does the Holy One give for choosing Am Yisrael?12
1. Pertaining to His love for them, how is this thematically related to The
Commandment?13
2. Read Devarim 7:8-9 very carefully. Let’s look at what the Holy One wants Am
Yisrael to know.
Therefore know that the LORD your God, He is God, the faithful God who keeps
covenant and mercy for a thousand generations with those who love Him and
keep His commandments (mitzvot) (Devarim 7:9).
What two things does the Holy One want Am Yisrael to know?14 Notice how Adonai
makes reference to the Abrahamic covenant to prove His faithfulness. In Devarim
7:8, Adonai specifically makes mention of the covenant promises in Genesis 15, that
He would redeem Am Yisrael from their oppressors. Can you think of a passage that
states how Abraham fulfilled his responsibilities to Adonai within the context of his
covenant with the Holy One? Yes, Genesis 26:4-5.
And I will make your descendants multiply as the stars of heaven; I will give to
your descendants all these lands; and in your seed all the nations of the earth shall
be blessed; 5because Abraham obeyed My voice and kept My charge, My
commandments (mitzvoth), My statutes (chukim), and My laws (Torahs)15."
Now you should see why this was the perfect example for Moses to choose. Moses is
trying to show Am Yisrael that Adonai will be faithful to them if they obey His
commandments (mitzvot), statutes (chukim) and judgments (mishpatim). To prove
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His faithfulness, He showed Am Yisrael how Adonai was faithful to fulfill the
covenant to Abraham, who was also called upon to follow commandments
(mitzvoth), statutes (chukim), and laws (Torahs)!
D. We have noted before that the Torah teaches us through repetition of words and phrases.
In order to ensure that Am Yisrael maintains the correct "heart attitude" towards Adonai,
note how many times Moses beseeches them to remember.
Devarim 7:18—Remember what Adonai did to the Egyptians.
Devarim 8:2—Remember how He led them through the wilderness.
Devarim 8:11—Note how forgetting Adonai is equated with not observing Torah!
Devarim 8:18—Remember that Adonai is the provider.
Devarim 9:7—Remember how many times Am Yisrael provoked the Holy One, yet
received forgiveness.
E. In order to ensure that Am Yisrael maintained the correct "heart attitude" towards
Adonai, note how many times Moses reminded them to remember the correct reason why
they were chosen. He doesn't want their hearts to go astray by thinking they had some
inherent merit.
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

III.

Devarim 8:17-18—It is not their strength that gains them wealth. Note the phrase
"lest you say in your heart."
Devarim 9:4-6—Adonai did not bring them to the Land because of their
righteousness. Note the phrase "lest you say in your heart."

Once again, we see that this sidra (Torah portion) focuses on Am Yisrael's heart attitude.
Have you noticed how often the word love is used in this week's sidra (Torah portion)? See
Devarim 7: 8, 9, 13; 10:12, 15, 18, 19; 11:1, 13, and 22. These passages speak of the Holy
One's love for Am Yisrael, His love for the Patriarchs, His love for the orphan, widow and
proselyte, and their love for Him. Most of the references to love are exhortations for Am
Yisrael to love Adonai with all of their hearts by obeying the commandments (mitzvot). As
we noted last week, Devarim 11:22-25 forms a neat conclusion to this first subject of Moses'
main speech. He began this section with an exhortation for Am Yisrael to love YHVH with
all of their hearts and he ends this section with another exhortation to love the Holy One.

The Fundamental Function/Purpose of the Torah
Objective—Learn how to 1) interpret the main theme of a Parsha, 2) make thematic connections
to that Parsha and 3) learn how to gain greater understanding of the Parsha under
consideration through its thematic connections to other portions of Scripture.
These are the Signs of Life
I.

Let’s continue with our study of the primary function/purpose of the Torah. We have learned
the following; the fundamental function/purpose of the Torah (at the Pashat level) is to
secure/ensure/give physical LIFE to those who keep it. See also Devarim 4:1, 4 and 10,
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II.

III.

IV.
V.

Devarim 5:33, Devarim 6:24, Devarim 8:1 and 3, Devarim 30:19, Leviticus 26:3-13,
Ezekiel 20:10-11, and 13, and more! It is obvious that the Holy One gave Am Yisrael the
Torah for a purpose. It only makes sense that we would be able to get a glimpse of that
purpose by examining those passages that describe the ideal state where Am Yisrael are fully
obeying the commandments (mitzvot).
A. Read Devarim 7:12-16. What one word would be a good summary of these verses?16
Note how the Torah uses phrases indicative of reproduction to describe the abundance of
blessing if Am Yisrael obey the commandments (mitzvot). Everything from the people
to the livestock to the land is reproducing abundantly, i.e., there is an abundance of
LIFE! As you can see, the Torah is to be a source of blessing and LIFE to those who
obey it. Other than the blessings of LIFE, how else will the Holy One bless Am Yisrael
when they walk in obedience to the commandments (mitzvot)?17
B. Can you think of another passage from the book of Leviticus that is thematically related
to Devarim 7:12-16?18 Read Leviticus 26:3-13. It is hard to imagine a more ideal
situation than that described in these verses. It represents the ideal situation; the ideal
realization of LIFE and BLESSING as a result of walking in the commandments
(mitzvot). Is this not the will of the Holy One for those whom He loves? Doesn’t He
desire for us to attain LIFE? Of course He does.
C. Read Devarim 11:13-15. How is this passage thematically related to Devarim 7:12-16?19
Do you remember the first place where the Torah explicitly links obedience to Torah to
LIFE?20 Read Leviticus 18:4-5. Moses specifically states that the person who practices the
statutes (chukim) and judgments (mishpatim) will attain/have/experience LIFE! The
primary purpose of the Torah is to provide LIFE to those who practice its commandments
(mitzvot). I can’t say this enough. The Torah is extremely emphatic on this point. Moses is
doing everything he can to get us to make the connection between LIFE and Torah
obedience. This concept is repeated by the prophets. Read Ezekiel 20:11, 13, 21 and 25.
Read Devarim 10:12-13. Why should Am Yisrael obey the commandments (mitzvot) and
statutes (chukim)?21 I don’t know about you, but I think the Father is extremely interested in
ensuring that we enjoy life on this earth. And how does one enjoy LIFE to its fullest?
Through obedience to Torah!
Read Devarim 11:1-9. Why should Am Yisrael obey the commandments (mitzvot), statutes
(chukim) and judgments (mishpatim)?22 Now read Devarim 11:13-15 and 21. Again, why
should Am Yisrael obey the Holy One’s Torah?23
Read Devarim 8:1-5. Why should Am Yisrael obey the entire commandment?24 Why does
the Holy One state that He led Am Yisrael through the wilderness?25 This has to be THE
most graphic illustration of Moses’ primary message in the book of Devarim.

Obedience to Torah Brings LIFE
VI.

At this point, I want to introduce another concept the Torah has taught concerning itself. Not
only does it tell us how it will function in the lives of those who obey its commandments, it
also informs us concerning its function in the lives of those who choose not to obey it. Read
Devarim 4:1-4; 26-28, and Devarim 11:5-9; 16-17. What happened to those who chose not
to obey its instructions concerning idolatry?26 Now we have two distinct teachings with
respect to the Torah. Those who obey Torah are promised LIFE. Those who disobey Torah
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are promised DEATH. Therefore, obedience or disobedience to the Torah bring about two
different outcomes. This is the primary lesson Moses is so desperately trying to convey.
In summary, this week’s sidra is full of encouragements to obey the Torah’s commandments
(mitzvot), statutes (chukim) and judgments (mishpatim). Non-Jewish believers in the
Messiah of Israel have been taught so many erroneous things about the Torah. I’m
convinced that the reason is because most teachers don’t actually study the Torah. I have one
question at this point. Do any of the verses teach, in any way, any of the following
doctrines?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Torah is bondage.
The Torah would one day be done away with.
The Torah was only for the “Jews”.
The “Jews” were saved by keeping the Torah.
The Torah is temporary.
The Torah was given to the “Jews” to curse them.
The Torah was abolished.
The Torah is a curse.
The Torah was nailed to the “cross”.
We only need to obey the spirit of the Torah.
The letter of the Torah has been done away with.
The Torah brought death to those who obeyed it.
We are 1) free from, 2) dead to and 3) delivered from the Torah as a standard of right
behavior.
Obeying the Torah today is legalism.

I think not. I’m aware that Rav Shaul (the apostle Paul) made certain statements regarding
the Torah that may seem to contradict what we’ve learned about it. We will deal with those
in time. For now, the most important goal set before us is to understand, from the Torah
itself, what its purpose was back then and still is today. Those who obey receive LIFE.
Those who disobey receive DEATH.

Understanding the Parsha
Devarim 7:12-16
Objective—Learn how to 1) interpret the main theme of a Parsha, 2) make thematic connections
to that Parsha and 3) learn how to gain greater understanding of the Parsha under
consideration through its thematic connections to other portions of Scripture.
I.

Read Devarim 7:12-16, a Parsha Stumah.
A. According to Moses, for what reason will Am Yisrael receive a reward?27 What will be
the reward for obedience to the judgments (mishpatim)?28 In this passage, Moses links
Torah obedience to the Abrahamic covenant. In fact, throughout the book of Devarim,
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Moses often refers to the Abrahamic covenant. The Abrahamic covenant was an
unconditional covenant of blessing the Holy One made with Abram. Note the words in
Devarim 7:12. Am Yisrael will be able to experience the blessings of the Abrahamic
covenant if they walk in obedience to the Mosaic covenant. In other words, if you want
to experience the blessings of the Abrahamic covenant, then you need to walk in
obedience to the Torah. Once again, obedience to the Torah is thematically linked to
profound blessing!
B. Pertaining to the reward for walking in obedience to the judgments (mishpatim), what are
the key words found in Devarim 7:13?29 Where have we seen these words before?30
1. Read Bereishit (Genesis) 12:1-3, and 17:2. In Bereishit 12, note how often the word
bless is used. This is one of the most distinctive characteristics of the Abrahamic
covenant. It will be characterized by unprecedented blessing! Note how Bereishit 17
uses the word multiply. Therefore, we know that the Abrahamic covenant will be
characterized by blessing and a multiplication of the seed of Abraham’s descendants.
This is exactly what is being described in this passage. How extensive is this blessing
and multiplicity? Let’s see.
2. When was the first time we read of blessing and multiplicity?31 That’s right. The
creation was marked by blessing and a multiplication of the seed of every living thing
on earth. I want you to see that the blessing and multiplicity found in Bereishit 1-2 is
a picture of the extensiveness of the blessing and multiplicity the Holy One plans to
bestow upon the descendants of Abraham!
C. According to Devarim 7:13, where will this blessing and multiplication take place?32
How is this thematically related to the covenant with Abraham?33 The word land is
another key word that takes us back to the covenant with Abraham! One of the main
features of the promise Adonai made to him was that He would give Abraham’s
descendants a specific land.
D. Read Devarim 7:16. Is this passage related in any manner to the Abrahamic covenant?34
In Bereishit 15:16, it states that Abraham’s fourth generation would return to Canaan at a
time when the iniquity of the inhabitants would be full. The implication is that Adonai
will use Am Yisrael as His instrument of Divine judgment. As we can see, the flow of
this passage is heavily dependent upon understanding the original covenant with
Abraham. As we read this passage, we cover each and every aspect of the covenant with
Abraham—profound blessing, multiplicity of his offspring, land inheritance and victory
over their enemies.
How would you summarize this Parsha? What is its main theme or overall topic/point?35
My answer is what I think to be the most general theme taught by this Parsha; however,
do not lose sight of the fact that the abundance of LIFE found in this passage has its basis
in the blessings of the Abrahamic covenant.
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Searching the Parshiot
Objective—Learn how to 1) uncover the theme of a passage, 2) relate it to other passages and 3)
gain new insight on how to interpret the original passage based on its thematic connection to
those other passages.

Moses' Role at the Giving of the Torah
I.

Read Devarim 9:7-10:5. In this passage, Moses recounts events surrounding 1) the giving of
the Torah and 2) the sin of the golden calf. There are two words that are used a number of
times in this passage—the words ascend and descend. Once again, I remind you of the
following general principle. The Torah is usually conveying a great spiritual truth or mystery
whenever it uses repetition. Repetition is one of the ways the Torah paints pictures for us.
Sometimes however, we can miss them unless we look for the themes.
A. To help you see, read Exodus 19:1-25, which describes Matan Torah (the giving of the
Torah). Many times the Torah teaches us by repetition. For example, have you noticed
how many times the words up/ascend and down/descend were used with reference to
Moses? Do you know how many times he went up and down the mountain in those three
days?36 Now, what is the primary physical activity Moses seems to be engaged in?37
B. Considering that Adonai only speaks to the people through Moses, and considering that
the people can only speak to Adonai through Moses, what is the Torah trying to teach us
concerning the role Moses is fulfilling?38 That's right. The Torah is trying to teach us
that Moses is acting as a mediator between Adonai and Israel. Now, considering the fact
that Adonai isn't exactly making Himself available to the people (remember the warnings
that Am Yisrael not approach the mountain), how is Moses' role as a mediator
thematically linked to Adonai's Holiness?39
C. To prove to you how strongly Adonai was limiting contact with the people, except
through mediation, look at how Adonai says He will give Israel the commandments.
So Moses brought back the words of the people to the LORD. 9And the LORD said to Moses,
"Behold, I come to you in the thick cloud, that the people may hear when I speak with you, and
believe you forever." So Moses told the words of the people to the LORD (Exodus 19:8-9).

This is amazing. The children of Israel were to hear the voice of Adonai, but only
because He was speaking to Moses loud enough so that they could hear for themselves—
and thus, believe the words that Moses spoke to them. This is also confirmed in
Deuteronomy.
4

The LORD talked with you face to face on the mountain from the midst of the fire. 5I stood
between the LORD and you at that time, to declare to you the word of the LORD; for you were
afraid because of the fire, and you did not go up the mountain (Deuteronomy 5:4-5).

Again, Moses confirms that Adonai spoke the words to him. He then spoke the words to
Israel. The Holy One spoke to the mediator of the covenant, who then spoke to Israel.
Yet He spoke to Moses loud enough for the people to hear and believe that the words
came from Him, not Moses.
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In summary, we see that this passage has a great deal to teach us about the Holiness of
Adonai and the subsequent need for mediation in order to draw near to Him. But that's
not the end of the story. In Messiah in the Parsha, we will uncover the Messianic
significance of Moses' running up and down and up and down and up and down and…

Making the Connection Between the Parashat HaShavuah
and the Haftarah
Objective—Learn how to relate Scriptures thematically, thereby learning how to think
Hebraically. Become rooted in the importance of thematic analysis by seeing it in action as you
relate the Torah portion to the Haftarah portion.
The Haftarah reading is found in Isaiah 49:14-51:3. I will list some verses from the Haftarah
reading. Your job will be to relate them thematically to the Parashat HaShavuah reading.
I.
II.
III.
IV.

How is Isaiah 49:14-16 thematically related to the Torah portion?40
How is Isaiah 49:19-21 thematically related to the Torah portion?41
What is the significance of Isaiah 50:4-9?42
How is Isaiah 51:1-4 thematically related to the Torah portion?43

Messiah in the Parsha
Objective—Learn how the Torah teaches about the life and ministry of Yeshua HaMashiach.
Yeshua said that Moses wrote about Him44. Since the Torah never even mentions the word
Messiah, this section will help you see the Messiah in the Torah. This is primarily done using
thematic analysis and midrash.
I.

In our studies at Mishpachah Beit Midrash we have learned that anytime you see 1) pictures
of resurrection, 2) pictures of renewed life as a result of deliverance from impending death
and 3) pictures of victory and renewed life as a result of death, the Torah is about to give us a
teaching concerning the Messiah. I call these themes of The Resurrection and the Life, and
they are especially strengthened when coupled in some manner with the number three.
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Taken together, the theme of The Resurrection and the Life, and
the number three constitute

The Sign of the Messiah!

II.

A. The first LIVING things (plants, grass, etc.) were created on day THREE! This is not
strictly life from the dead; however, the principle of life coming from a state where there
is no life is clear.
B. The Torah's picture of the RESURRECTION of the Messiah is found in the Holy Days.
The Holy Day that is a shadow of Yeshua's RESURRECTION is the THIRD Holy Day,
the Day of the Omer Wave Offering (Leviticus 23)! The offering of the barley sheaves
on the day after the first Day of Unleavened Bread (the day after the Shabbat) is a
prophetic picture of the resurrection of the Messiah.
C. Jonah, who was in the belly of a great fish, should have been dead. But on the THIRD
day he came forth ALIVE! Truly, death was swallowed in victory!
D. The Akeida (binding of Isaac) found in Genesis 22—Abraham was supposed to offer
Isaac as an olah (whole burnt offering). Although Adonai prevented him from actually
sacrificing Isaac on the THIRD day, the manner in which the Torah relates the story hints
that Isaac died and was RESURRECTED. That's why Hebrews 11:17-19 records that
Abraham received Isaac from the dead through RESURRECTION figuratively!
We know that Moses’ life is a picture of Messiah Yeshua’s because of the following Sign of
the Messiah.
A. Read Exodus 2:1-10.
1. What was Pharaoh's decree concerning the birth of male babies?45
2. What was supposed to happen to Moses?46
3. How long did Moses' mother hide him?47
4. By taking Moses out of the Nile River, what did the daughter of Pharaoh do?48
5. So we see the Torah has painted a picture of a child, Moses, who was supposed to die.
His mother hid him for THREE months, then she obeyed Pharaoh's command by
casting him into the water (in the basket). But Pharaoh's death sentence was
cancelled when his daughter took Moses out of the river, and he was given LIFE!
This story teaches us that Moses’ life will be a shadow of the Messiah.
B. Moses approached Pharaoh with three supernatural signs; 1) turning his staff into a
serpent, 2) making his hand “leprous,” and 3) turning water into blood. Think of the Sign
of the Messiah and guess how all three of these signs are thematically related?49 Moses
demonstrated the power of LIFE over DEATH!

Who Shall Ascend and Descend?
III.

Earlier, we commented on the fact that Moses is very busy ascending and descending the
mountain. Since Moses is a shadow of the Messiah, we should suspect that that activity will
shed light on the work of the Messiah.
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A. Is there any other Scripture in the Tanakh thematically related to the Moses' busy activity
of ascending and descending? Yes.
4

Who has ascended to heaven and descended? Who has gathered up the wind in the
hollow of his hands? Who has wrapped up the waters in his cloak? Who has established
all the ends of the earth? What is his name, and the name of his son? Tell me if you
know (Proverbs 30:4, emphasis mine)!

1. Do you know a Father and Son of whom it could be asked who 1) has ascended and
descended, and 2) established the ends of the earth? Surely you know Him.
2. Furthermore, who was it that first descended (John 6:51) from heaven as a prophet to
speak the words of the New Covenant? Surely you know Him.
3. Who was it that, after redeeming us with His blood, ascended (Ephesians 4:8) back to
heaven to become the High Priest of our confession? Surely you know Him.
4. And whom are we awaiting to descend (Revelation 19:11-16) again to reign as King
of Kings and Lord of Lords? Surely you know Him.
And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came down (descended) from
heaven, even the Son of man, which is in heaven. (John 3:13, emphasis mine)

As you can see, these verses clearly teach us that Moses’ ascending and descending
was a picture of Messiah Yeshua’s work of redemption. Moses’ ascending and
descending was related to his ministry as a mediator of the covenant between Am
Yisrael and the Holy One, so likewise, Yeshua is in the process of ascending and
descending to and from heaven mediating the covenant between mankind and the
Holy One!
Although Moses never says the word Messiah, beyond a doubt, He was the greatest
prophet of the Messiah through his actions. John 5:46—For if you believed Moses,
you would believe Me; for HE WROTE ABOUT ME.

LIFE in the Wilderness!
I.

Since beginning the book of Devarim, we have discovered that the themes of Life and Death
will also help us understand the fundamental function/purpose for the Torah. Now we can
understand why Adonai chose to use the theme of resurrection to teach about Messiah
Yeshua. Yeshua came that we might have Life! Therefore we should expect that Yeshua
would be strongly related to the Torah, which was given to Am Yisrael so that they would
receive Life. In Parashat Devarim, we made the following discovery concerning Yeshua and
the Torah by understanding the usage of the Hebrew word for word, davar (ri ' b i ' D ). Yeshua
is the Torah in the flesh. The Torah’s purpose was to ensure physical life for those who
obeyed its statutes and judgments. So likewise, Yeshua gives eternal LIFE to those who
obey Him! He is the Torah made manifest! He kept the Torah perfectly. If at any point we
want to see the characteristics of a life of obedience to the Torah, we need not look any
further than Yeshua. Yeshua kept the Torah perfectly without a flaw.
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A. Read Devarim 8:3-4 and 14-16. Although there are many beautiful places on the earth,
there are also many dangerous places. In fact, some places can be characterized as
abodes of DEATH. According to Devarim 8:14-16, what is one place that should be
characterized as an abode of DEATH?50 That’s right. The wilderness is a place of
snakes, scorpions and heat. Furthermore, it lacks the two things necessary for LIFE—
bread and water. Do you see what I’m getting at? The entire forty-year trip through the
wilderness represented the victory of LIFE over DEATH! Am Yisrael was taken
through the wilderness (a place of death) and they emerged forty years later (resurrection)
from DEATH to LIFE (the abundance of water and grain [for bread]) in Eretz Yisrael!
Without even reading the B’rit Chadashah (New Covenant Scriptures), we should know
that the wilderness experience was intended to teach us about the work of Messiah
Yeshua because of the Sign of the Messiah—deliverance from DEATH (in the
wilderness, a place of DEATH) unto LIFE (the abundance of Eretz Yisrael).
B. Read John 6. In our studies in Genesis, we learned that John 6:1-21 was a prophetic
allusion to Yosef (Joseph). Yosef was used to store grain (for making bread) for seven
years so that he could provide grain (bread) to the world (yes, the world)51 during the
seven years of famine. At that time, we noted that there were key words and concepts
that thematically connected John 6:1-21 to the story of Yosef, who was a definite picture
of Messiah Yeshua. We noted the usage of the number five in John 6:1-21 and in the
story of Yosef.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Five loaves of bread (John 6:1-21).
Five thousand people (John 6:1-21).
He made the people sit in groups of fifty (Luke 9:14).
Yosef gave Benjamin five times as much food (Genesis 43:34).
After Yosef revealed himself there were still five years of famine remaining (Genesis
45:6).
Yosef gave Benjamin five changes of clothes (Genesis 45:22).
Yosef presented only five of his brothers to Pharaoh (Genesis 47:2)

We also noted that barley (John 6:9) was a symbol of the Messiah, because on the Day of
the Omer wave offering (a picture of the resurrection of Messiah Yeshua), barley was
waved before Adonai. All of these thematic connections led us to the following
conclusions:
•
•

•

•

Yosef’s life was a picture of Yeshua’s.
Just as Yosef provided LIFE to the nations in the form of bread, so likewise, Yeshua
provided LIFE to the world, symbolized by his provision of bread from the barley
loaves.
Yeshua’s miracle of multiplication of the barley loaves was performed as a sign of
Yosef, the bread-man of life. Just as Yosef had provided grain (bread) to ensure
LIFE for the world, so likewise Yeshua was offering true bread for the LIFE of the
world. He had hoped the people would make the connection, but they didn’t.
Therefore, in John 6:31, He tried to use a simpler “bread” analogy by referring to the
manna of the wilderness.
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This brings us to John 6:30-63. List some of the thematic connections Yeshua makes
between Himself and the manna in the wilderness.
•
•

II.

Manna was used to provide life to the Israelites. Yeshua stated He was the Bread of
Life.
Both Yeshua and the manna came down from heaven.

Furthermore, note how Yeshua emphatically speaks concerning His mission—to provide
LIFE to those who believe! As you can see, the provision of water and manna for Am
Yisrael was a prophetic event that teaches us about the work of the Messiah. Even if we
didn’t have the B’rit Chadashah, we could have known and understood this picture.
Why? Because through thematic analysis we can see the Sign of the Messiah in the story
of Adonai’s provision for Am Yisrael in the wilderness. The fact that He was able to
sustain over three million people in a barren wilderness is a very significant
demonstration of deliverance from DEATH unto LIFE! Yeshua simply put the icing on
the cake for us by explicitly informing us that the provision of manna during Am
Yisrael’s wilderness journey was a picture of His work of redemption. What He informs
us of explicitly, the Torah teaches us implicitly through thematic analysis and the Sign of
the Messiah.
Earlier, we discussed the profound magnitude of blessing and life Am Yisrael would
experience if they would keep the commandments (mitzvot), statutes (chukim) and
judgments (mishpatim). How extensive will this blessing be. We can get a glimpse of the
staggering magnitude of the blessing given to Abraham by looking to the millennial rule of
Yeshua! That’s right. The Millennium will be a time period when the entire earth (all
nations), not just Am Yisrael, will obey the commandments of the Torah.
A. Read Isaiah 2:1-4. This is a Messianic prophecy of the Millennial Kingdom. Note that
the Torah (Law in most English translations) will go forth to ALL nations, not just Israel.
B. Read Zechariah 14:16-17. This passage clearly states that ALL nations will be
REQUIRED to keep the Feast of Tabernacles during the Millennium. Those families of
the earth who do not celebrate will not receive rain. Now that’s what I call ruling with a
rod of iron.
C. These are just a few of the many verses that teach Torah observance for everyone during
the time period of the Millennium. Most of you on this list are now aware of the fact that
it was never Adonai’s intent for non-Jewish believers to break away from their Hebraic
roots and form the Church (as an entity separate from the Nazarene Judaism found in the
book of Acts). In future lessons, we will see where Moses EXPLICITLY stated that the
Torah he gave Am Yisrael was to be obeyed forever. More importantly, Moses actually
prophesied of the day you and I live in now. He specifically and explicitly stated that the
Torah would be applicable in our generation. ☺

Fun For the Whole Family!
Okay, time to show what you’ve learned. Word searches and crossword puzzles are
available for you to test your understanding. The word search for adults (and older
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children) consists of 20-30 words taken from this week’s sidra (portion). Some of the
words may be common Hebrew words or English phrases. The crossword puzzle for
adults (and older children) may also contain common Hebrew words or English phrases.
There is also a word search for the little guys! And of course, the answer key is
provided for the crossword puzzle.
Adult and children’s crossword puzzles and word searches are available on Restoration of
Torah’s website: www.restorationoftorah.org. Click on the link entitled, The Weekly
Torah Portion Crossword Puzzles and Word Searches.

Shabbat Shalom!

1

Shabbat is Hebrew for Sabbath.

2

In its most limited form, the Torah comprises the first five books of Moses.

3

Holy Spirit.

4

The Parashat HaShavuah, or weekly Parashat, are the weekly readings from the Torah. Each week, beginning on
the Shabbat, we read specific selections from the Torah, such that we complete the entire Torah each year.
5

Tanakh is the entirety of what is commonly called the Old Testament. It is a Hebrew acronym taken from the three
major divisions of the Tanakh: the Torah, Prophets (Neviim) and Writings (Khetuvim).
6

Brit Chadasha is commonly known as the New Testament Scriptures.

7

This paragraph-like division is called a Parsha (Parshiot, plural).

8

He commands Am Yisrael to keep the “matters” He commands them upon their HEARTS.

9

Both passages address the HEART of the people.

10

Moses used the words, beware and lest you forget. These are matters of the heart.

11

The people’s perception of WHY the Holy One chose them will affect HOW they respond to Him. Therefore, He
must ensure that they understand WHY He chose them, lest their heart motivation become corrupt.
12

Because of His love for them and His faithfulness to the Abrahamic covenant.

13

Adonai is showing us the importance of LOVE. Am Yisrael needs to love Him with all their hearts. So likewise,
Adonai loves us with all of His heart. He loves us so much that He chose us despite our faults.
14

That He is faithful and He will guard His covenants.

15

In the sense of teachings or instructions.

16

LIFE!
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17

They will have victory over their enemies.

18

Yes. Leviticus 26:3-13.

19

They both show how Am Yisrael will experience profound blessing and LIFE as a result of obedience to the
commandments (mitzvot).
20

Leviticus 18:4-5.

21

So that they will benefit from them.

22

So that they will 1) be strong, 2) inherit the Land and 3) prolong their days (i.e., live a long LIFE) in Eretz
Yisrael!
23

To prolong their days, i.e., to live a long physical LIFE!

24

So that they will have LIFE.

25

As an object lesson to teach them that man lives or attains LIFE by obeying the Torah!

26

They were destroyed.

27

Obedience to the judgments (mishpatim).

28

A realization of the Abrahamic covenant.

29

Love, bless, multiply and fruit.

30

Genesis 1-2 and Genesis 12:1-3, 7; 17:2.

31

Bereishit 1-2.

32

In the Land of Israel (Eretz Yisrael).

33

The Holy One promised Abraham a specific Land for his descendants.

34

Yes it is. The Holy One promised that He would bring Abraham’ s descendants into a land that would be
inhabited by others; however, Abraham’s descendants would displace them.
35

The abundance of LIFE through obedience.

36

He went up the mountain at least five times; therefore, he had to have come back down the same number! That's
ten trips either up or down a mountain. What an athlete!
37

He seems to be running up and down that mountain over, and over, and over and over, and over, and over, and
OVER!
38

Moses is fulfilling the role of a mediator.

39

Adonai's holiness precludes Israel approaching Him, EXCEPT through a mediator. He will not talk directly to
Israel.
40

This passage uses the close relationship between a mother and child as a picture of the intimate relationship
between Am Yisrael and the Holy One. Throughout the sidra, Moses focused on the close love relationship between
the Holy One and Am Yisrael.
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41

These verses speak of the abundance of offspring given to Am Yisrael. The sidra also mentioned how many
offspring Am Yisrael would produce if they walked according to Torah.
42

This is a Messianic prophecy of Yeshua, who gave himself as an atoning offering for our sins.

43

It is related in two manners. 1) These verses call upon Am Yisrael to remember Abraham and how the Holy One
blessed him and made him into a multitude. This was the promise the Holy One made to Am Yisrael through
Moses. If they obeyed the Torah, Adonai would multiply their seed to fulfill the promise given to Abraham! 2) By
making the wilderness of Eretz Yisrael like the garden of Eden, Adonai will fulfill his promise of profound blessing
of Eretz Yisrael.
44

Yeshua said in John 5:46 that Moses spoke about him. Psalm 40:6-8, speaking of the Messiah said that the book
is written about Him. Paul said that all of the feasts were prophetic shadows of Messiah Yeshua.
45

All male babies were to be thrown to their death into the Nile river.

46

He was supposed to die.

47

Three months.

48

She took one who was supposed to die and gave him LIFE.

49

All three signs demonstrate that Moses had the power over life and death in his hand. He brought a dead object
(the staff) to life as a serpent. Although his hand became “leprous” (a symbol of death), he was able to restore it
(life). He took water (symbol of life) and turned it into blood (normally a symbol of life, but in this context it is
death).
50

The wilderness!

51

People from other nations came to Egypt to buy grain.
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