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—The Family House of Study—
Examining the Parashat HaShavuah by
Thematic Analysis
Welcome to Mishpachah Beit Midrash, the Family House of Study. Each Shabbat1 we gather in
our home and study the Scriptures, specifically the Torah.2 It’s a fun time of receiving revelation
from the Ruach HaKodesh3. Everyone joins in—adults and children—as we follow the Parashat
HaShavuah4 schedule. We devote ourselves to studying the Torah because the Torah is the
foundation for all of Scripture. Therefore, a thorough understanding of the Torah will help us
more fully understand the rest of the Tanakh5 and the Brit Chadasha.6 Furthermore, as Yeshua
stated Himself, the Torah teaches about Him. So we study the Torah in order to be drawn closer
to Yeshua, the goal of the Torah.
As believers in the Messiah we have discovered the richness of the wisdom of the sages of Israel.
These men, who devoted themselves to the study of the Torah, have left us a rich heritage. Part
of that heritage is a unique method of learning and interpreting the Scriptures. It’s called
thematic analysis. In thematic analysis we search for the underlying theme/topic of each passage
of Scripture. By studying Scriptures related by a common theme, line upon line and precept
upon precept, the Scriptures open up to us in a unique manner that is clearly inspired by the
Ruach HaKodesh. Passages that seemed obscure begin to make sense, and numerous levels of
wisdom and understanding unfold before us.
Thematic analysis of Scripture is based on the following premises. 1) Moses wrote the Torah as
five separate books as the Ruach HaKodesh inspired him. 2) Since Adonai had him separate
those words into five separate books, we surmise that each book has a unique message or theme.
3) Within each book, the words are written with two paragraph-like divisions7 interrupting the
flow of the words. 4) Since Adonai commanded Moshe to separate the individual books into
smaller paragraph-like sections or Parshiot, we surmise that each Parsha was written as a
separate unit because each of those Parshiot is trying to convey a unique thought, theme, concept
or understanding. Therefore, since Adonai inspired these divisions, we think they are VERY
important. We use these God-breathed divisions as the basis of our thematic analysis of
Scripture. Once you begin to interpret the Scriptures thematically, you will immediately SEE
that Adonai wrote His words in a manner consistent with the intent that they be interpreted
thematically.
Here is an example of what the Parsha divisions look like …
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s—Parsha Stumah (plural, stumot)—A paragraph-like break inspired by the Ruach HaKodesh,
still preserved on kosher Torah Scrolls, where there are at least nine blank spaces between a
word and the next word, all on the same line of text.

p—Parsha P'tuchah (plural, p'tuchot)—A paragraph-like break inspired by the Ruach HaKodesh,
still preserved on kosher Torah Scrolls, where there are blank spaces extending to the end of a
line of text and the subsequent text does not begin until the next line. (Hebrew is read from right
to left)
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—Parashat

HaShavuah—

aAb't yi K
Ki Tavo
(When You Enter)

Devarim 26:1-29:8
(Deuteronomy 26:1-29:8)
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Devarim 26:1-11 s
Devarim 26:12-15 s
Devarim 26:16-19 p
Devarim 27:1-8 s
Devarim 27:9-10 s
Devarim 27:11-14 s
Devarim 27:15 s
Devarim 27:16 s
Devarim 27:17 s
Devarim 27:18 s
Devarim 27:19 s
Devarim 27:20 s
Devarim 27:21 s
Devarim 27:22 s
Devarim 27:23 s
Devarim 27:24 s
Devarim 27:25 s
Devarim 27:26 p
Devarim 28:1-14 p
Devarim 28:15-68 s
Devarim 28:69 p
Devarim 29:1-8 p

Understanding the Book of Devarim
Objective—Understand the literary structure of the book of Devarim.
I.

I have stated that the book of Devarim is a collection of four speeches Moses gave to Am
Yisrael (the people of Israel) during the last five weeks of his life. The basic outline of the
book is as follows:
Scripture Reference
Devarim 1-4
Devarim 5-26
Devarim 27-28
Devarim 29-30

Topic
Introductory Speech
Main Speech
Tochacha (Admonition)
Teshuvah (Repentance)

And how do we know this book consists of four speeches? For the most part, the other books
of the Torah are written in third person, or narrative style. However, Devarim is unique in
that it is mainly written in first person! By simply reading the book and noting when the
narrative switches between first and third person, one can determine that Moses actually gave
four separate and distinct discourses. We have already seen many examples of this
phenomenon. We are currently at the end of Moses' main speech. Let's review this main
speech. Remember, Moses stated that his main topic would concern three subjects: The
Commandment, decrees (statutes), and ordinances (judgments), Devarim 6:1-2. Let’s see
how these three subjects form the outline for this main speech.
A. In our analysis we have been careful to search for two literary markers. First, we looked
for instances where the text switched between first and third person. Then we looked for
“headers” and “footers” that separated the speeches thematically. For example, we
learned that Devarim 6:1-2 is a header for the main speech, because in those verses,
Moses summarized the topics he would cover— The Commandment, decrees (statutes),
and ordinances (judgments). The first subject is The Commandment (singular), which is
none other than the greatest commandment—to love the Holy One with all of your heart
(Devarim 6:4-5)! We learned that these two verses formed the header for the The
Commandment section of the main speech. Can we find an appropriate footer which will
close out this portion of his speech?8 Looking at the header (Devarim 6:4-5) and footer
(Devarim 11:22-25) for the The Commandment section, can you pick out two clear
thematic connections between them?9 That's right. This portion of Moses' speech began
with The Commandment, which was none other that the commandment to love Father
YHVH with all of our hearts. This theme of loving Adonai continued throughout
Devarim 6-11! Clearly, Devarim 11:22-25 is the footer or end of the The
Commandment section.
B. According to Moses' outline in Devarim 6:1-2, his next subject should be statutes
(chukim) and judgments (mishpatim). Do you remember where we found an appropriate
header for this section?10 Sure enough, in Devarim 12:1, Moses began talking about
statutes (chukim) and judgments (mishpatim)! This brings us up-to-date to our current
sidra. Can you find an appropriate footer or passage that would serve as the conclusion
to the statutes (chukim) and judgments (mishpatim) section?11 As you can see, Devarim
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26:16-19 serve as an appropriate concluding statement for the second portion of Moses'
speech involving the statutes (chukim) and judgments (mishpatim)! Note how the first
half of Devarim 27:1 goes back to third person singular, or narrator mode. Therefore
Devarim 26:19 is the official end of the second speech. ☺
C. The second half of Devarim 27:1 contains a statement by Moses in first person singular,
thus beginning Moses’ third speech, entitled, “the Tochachah (Admonition).”
In summary, the main components of the Torah are, The Commandment, the statutes
(chukim) and the judgments (mishpatim). The Commandment is actually a series of
commandments (mitzvot) that flow from love for the Holy One. The statutes (chukim) and
judgments (mishpatim) are practical ways to serve the Holy One. Together, they form the
essence of the Torah.
II.

The next discourse is the Tochachah, or Admonition. We know it begins in Devarim 27:1.
Where does this speech end and why?12 Let’s make a general outline of this speech.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Devarim 26:1-10—The First Fruits Offering.
Devarim 26:11-15—The Three Years’ Tithe.
Devarim 26:16-19—Closing Footer for the main speech.
Devarim 27:1-10—Renewal of the Covenant.
Devarim 27:11-26—Curses for disobedience uttered between the mountains
Devarim 28:1-14—Blessings for obedience.
Devarim 28:15-69—Curses for disobedience.
Devarim 28:36-3--Specific prophecy of Roman exile
Devarim 28:68--Romans took them to Egypt who wouldn't buy them as slaves

The Fundamental Function/Purpose of the Torah
Objective—Learn how to 1) interpret the main theme of a Parsha, 2) make thematic connections
to that Parsha and 3) learn how to gain greater understanding of the Parsha under
consideration through its thematic connections to other portions of Scripture.
I.

We have already learned the fundamental purpose/function of the Torah as presented by
Moses in the book of Devarim.
The fundamental function/purpose of the Torah (at the Pashat level) is to
secure/ensure/give physical LIFE to those who keep it!13
See also Devarim 4:1, 4 and 10, Devarim 5:33, Devarim 6:24, Devarim 8:1 and 3, Devarim
30:19, Leviticus 26:3-13, Ezekiel 20:10-11, and 13, and more! We learned this during our
study of the first four sidras. The previous two sidras, Parashat Re'eh and Shoftim, focused
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II.

on other subjects. Now, in Parashat Ki Tavo, Moses again begins to teach us about how the
Torah will function in the lives of Am Yisrael.
A. As I stated in an earlier lesson, we can easily determine the fundamental purpose/function
of the Torah simply by looking at each example the Torah records for us of the results of
obedience to it! That only makes sense. Adonai wants Am Yisrael to obey the Torah for
a reason. Well, just look at every passage demonstrating the results of obeying the Torah
and you’ll find out why He wants Am Yisrael to obey it. Obviously, whatever blessings,
benefits, states of being, qualities of life, etc., that result from obeying the Torah, are
what Adonai wills for Am Yisrael, the chosen people whom He loves. It doesn’t get any
simpler than that. Following that line of thought, we discovered that the fundamental
purpose/function of the Torah is to secure/ensure/give physical LIFE to those who keep
it! That’s it, in a nutshell.
B. However, we also noted that the Torah has a lot to say concerning those who disobey it.
In other words, the effect the Torah has in a person’s life has more than one end result,
and this effect depends on whether or not one is obedient to it. There is no middle
ground! Essentially, we discovered that the Torah has a secondary purpose/function.
Disobedience to the Torah will cause physical DEATH! And why do I say this is its
secondary purpose/function? Because, it’s obvious Adonai wants Am Yisrael to live and
not die, therefore, this other function by default has to be secondary in nature.
Okay, now we have the basics. I don't want to sound like a broken record, but it is extremely
important that we understand this teaching. The fundamental purpose/function of the Torah
is to bring physical LIFE to those who obey it. Its secondary function is to cause physical
death to those who disobey it—one Torah, two functions. This is the foundational teaching
concerning the Torah, from the Torah! These two effects are clearly and emphatically
taught by Moses in Devarim 4:1-4. Can you explain the significance of Devarim 4:1-2?14
Now, what is the purpose of Devarim 4:3-4?15 Do you see how simple is this teaching?
Yet, as we will see in the section entitled, Messiah in the Parsha, because most believers
today do not understand this teaching, they think the Torah has been abolished. We'll see
why later. Note the dual nature of the Torah—LIFE to those who obey, but DEATH to
those who disobey. Remember this. Remember this. Remember this because it will help
you understand certain things Paul says about the Torah—more later. ☺
A. As we learned in the section entitled, Understanding the Book of Devarim, the earlier
Parshiot of Devarim emphasize LIFE as the reward for those who obey Torah, whereas
the later Parshiot emphasize BLESSING for those who obey Torah. Let's see if we can
define this LIFE and BLESSING. First of all, let's see where the Torah explicitly
mentions its purpose for the first time. Read Leviticus 18:5. This is the foundational
verse that teaches what we've been learning. Those who obey the Torah will "live by it,"
that is, they will have LIFE by it. And how does the Torah describe the LIFE it brings?
Read Leviticus 26:3-13. Can you imagine LIFE like this? Sounds like LIFE in the
Garden of Eden! And what is the condition for receiving this LIFE?16 Sounds familiar
doesn't it? Read Devarim 28:1-14. See the abundance of BLESSING? And how does
one obtain this BLESSING?17
B. But what will happen to those who disobey the Torah? Read Leviticus 26:14-39. Do you
see all of this DEATH? And what is the condition to receive this DEATH?18 Read
Devarim 28:15-69. Do you see all of these CURSES? And what is the prerequisite for
receiving these CURSES?19
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C. There you have it, two functions of the Torah as taught by Moses. If you want LIFE and
BLESSING, obey the Torah. If you want DEATH and CURSES, disobey the Torah.
Let me allow Moses to summarize what I've been trying to point out. Read Devarim
30:15-20. These verses say it all! They mention the three major aspects of the Torah—
the commandments (mitzvot), statutes (chukim) and judgments (mishpatim).
Furthermore, Moses summarizes what he's been trying to teach Am Yisrael. He makes it
plain and simple. You have a choice between LIFE and BLESSING and DEATH and
CURSES. Choose LIFE and BLESSING, which you will secure/ensure/obtain/merit
through obedience to the Torah. Aren't these verses a perfect summary of what Moses
has stated many times in various ways throughout the book of Devarim? Once again,
let’s look at our list of erroneous views of the Torah.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Torah is bondage.
The Torah was only for the Jews.
The Jews were saved by keeping the Torah.
The Torah was given to the Jews to curse them.
The Torah was abolished.
The Torah would one day be annulled.
We only need to obey the spirit of the Torah.
The letter of the Torah will one day be done away with.
The Torah brought death to those who obeyed it.
We would one day be 1) free from, 2) dead to and 3) delivered from the Torah as a
standard of right behavior.
Obeying the Torah is legalism.
Messiah would one day fulfill the Torah, therefore it won’t be necessary to obey it . . .
on and on and on and on . . .

Brothers and sisters, you have just learned what most people have never learned. It’s so
simple and yet so neglected. Later, we will see how this simple teaching will help us
solve some difficult theological questions. We only have one more major issue to
settle—the time period within which the Torah of Moses is effective. We will do this in
next week’s lesson.

Understanding the Parsha
Devarim 27:1-10
Objective—Learn how to 1) interpret the main theme of a Parsha, 2) make thematic connections
to that Parsha and 3) learn how to gain greater understanding of the Parsha under
consideration through its thematic connections to other portions of Scripture.

The Covenant of Sinai?
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I.

Read Devarim 27:1-10. There are many portions of this text that are thematically connected
to other portions of the Torah. Remember, the key to thematic analysis is to search for the
underlying theme associated with a passage, word or phrase. Then, find other passages,
phrases and/or words thematically connected to the passage under consideration. Once this is
done, begin to compare and contrast the thematically-related passages, phrases and/or words.
A. Read Devarim 27:1-4. What seems to be the most important subject in these sentences
and why?20 WHAT does Moses command concerning these stones?21 WHERE will Am
Yisrael erect the stones upon which the words of the Torah will be written?22 Do you see
the thematic reason why I’ve asked these particular questions? If you’ve already noticed,
there’s something special about words of the Torah, written in stone, on a mountain,
then…You’ve Got It! To what event are these verses thematically related to, and what
are the connections?23 Wow! But there’s more!
B. Read Devarim 27:5-6. How is Moses’ command (mitzvah) to build the altar thematically
related to the initial giving of the Torah?24 As you can see, we are beginning to
understand that this Parsha is thematically connected to the initial giving of the Torah.
With this in mind, how is Devarim 27:1 thematically related to the giving of the Torah—
hint—note the phrase, “observe the entire commandment that I command you?”25
C. Read Devarim 27:6-7. How are these verses thematically related to the initial giving of
the Torah?26 Note that the same sacrifices are being made in these two different
passages.
D. Read Devarim 27:9. How is this verse thematically related to the initial giving of the
Torah?27 These two passages are equivalent because both of them recognize the fact that
Am Yisrael entered into a covenant with the Holy One to be His people.
In summary, the thematic connections between Devarim 27:1-10 and Exodus 19-24 are
given to show us that Adonai is officially entering into covenant with this new generation
of Israelites, just as He entered into covenant with the original nation of Israel back in
Exodus! What’s most important, though, is that the covenant He makes with Am Yisrael
in Devarim 27 is the same covenant originally given at Mount Sinai, even though most in
this generation were not originally present at the initial giving of the Torah! You see, the
covenant at Mount Sinai is for all Israelites born at any time! We’ll see how this is
explicitly taught in next week’s lesson. ☺

Searching the Parshiot
Objective—Learn how to 1) uncover the theme of a passage, 2) relate it to other passages and 3)
gain new insight on how to interpret the original passage based on its thematic connection to
those other passages.
I.

Read Devarim 27:15-26. Believe it or not, all of these verses are connected by a common
theme. What theme is common to them?28
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II.

As most of you know, I use the Artscroll Chumash for my Torah study. It is an excellent
source for Torah study because it 1) presents the Hebrew and English, 2) gives great verse by
verse commentary, and 3) contains all of the Parsha markings. From time to time, as I read
the Torah from the Chumash, I see words and translations that seem interesting or peculiar.
When this happens, I usually try to look at the Hebrew to gain more understanding.
A. For example, Read Devarim 28:29 and 31. The Artscroll Chumash translates the last
phrase of Devarim 28:29 as, "and there will be no savior." Similarly, in Devarim 28:31,
it uses the word savior. This interests me, because as a New Covenant believer, the word
savior has special meaning. After all, Yeshua is the Savior of the world. I think it
captured my attention mainly because I thought it strange that a traditional Jewish source
would use the word savior. In general, Jewish authorities avoid anything that hints at
Jesus/Yeshua. Anyway, I looked up the word in the Hebrew and guess what the Hebrew
word is? It's ; [ yi v Am , which is very similar to the word from which we get Mashiach
(Messiah), ; x yi v Am . The only difference is the last letter. Although these two words
are very similar they do come from different root words.
B. This was an eye opener for me. The last section of this weekly lesson is entitled, Messiah
in the Parsha. Note the introductory statement that I've used throughout this Torah series
for the Messiah in the Parsha section.
Objective—Learn how the Torah teaches about the life and ministry of Yeshua
HaMashiach. Yeshua said that Moses wrote about Him29. Since the Torah never
even mentions the word Messiah, this section will help you see the Messiah in the
Torah. This is primarily done using thematic analysis and midrash.

III.

See the point. It turns out that Moses does use a variation of the word Mashiach (from
the same root). It's just that the Artscroll Chumash translates the word as savior, whereas
the NKJV translates the last phrase of Devarim 28:29 as, "and no one shall save you."
C. On the one hand, my statement concerning Moses not mentioning the word messiah isn't
correct. On the other hand, hopefully, you won't mind if I continue to make that bold
statement, since after all, Moses wasn't specifically talking about the Messiah. At least at
the Pashat level. ☺
The bulk of Devarim 28 concerns the trials that are to befall the nation as a result of
forsaking the Torah. I'd like to present to you some of the Ramban's (Rabbi Moshe ben
Nachman) interpretation of a few verses found in Devarim 28.
"So too, concerning the warnings, it says, [Devarim 28:49] The LORD shall bring a
nation against thee from far from the end of the earth, as swift as the eagle flieth, a nation
whose tongue thou shalt not understand." This referred to the people of Rome who lived
far from Israel [in terms of the time] and this was a people who they did not know, as the
warnings said it would be [Dev 28:33,36]. They were not acquainted with Rome due to
the great distance from their land. A distant nation was not recalled in the First
Covenant, since they were exiled to Assyria and Babylon that were relatively close to
them, and the source of our ancestors was from there, and it was as if they were returning
to their place of origin. It also says, [Dev 28:64] And the LORD shall scatter thee among
all people from the one end of the earth even unto the other." and "the LORD shall bring
thee into Egypt again with ships" [Dev. 28:68]. This occurred under Titus (who
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destroyed the Second Temple) when the Romans filled boats up with Jewish captives (as
related in Roman records). Josephus also reports that after the fall of the 2nd Temple,
many (possibly most—his exact words as translated are unclear) of the Jewish captives
above the age of 17 were sold into Egypt as slaves. They were sold by the Romans
whose symbol was an eagle. After the end of the Jewish revolt in 135CE (fall of Betar), a
Roman historian, Munter, said: "Captives were sold into slavery in numbers too great to
count…"30

Making the Connection Between the Parashat HaShavuah
and the Haftarah
Objective—Learn how to relate Scriptures thematically, thereby learning how to think
Hebraically. Become rooted in the importance of thematic analysis by seeing it in action as you
relate the Torah portion to the Haftarah portion.
The Haftarah reading is found in Isaiah 60:1-22. I will list some verses from the Haftarah
reading. Your job will be to relate them thematically to the Parashat HaShavuah reading.
I.
II.

III.

Read Isaiah 60:1-22. Which section of this week's sidra (Torah portion) is thematically
related to the Haftarah and why?31
Of the blessings listed in Devarim 28:3-14, which ones seem to be most related to the
Haftarah and why?32 Note how often the Haftarah mentions that nations will give abundantly
to Am Yisrael. Note how the nations will rejoice over the Elohim (God) of Israel! These
themes are taken from Devarim 28:10 and 13, which speak of how the nations will respond
to the greatness of Am Yisrael and her Elohim.
Read Isaiah 60:15-16. Do you see a particular word in this passage that we've talked about
earlier in this lesson?33 And guess which Hebrew word the word Savior is translated from.
You guessed it. It is a derivative of the word ; [ yi v Am (with an added suffix). This is an
obvious thematic connection between the Haftara and sidra (Torah portion).

Messiah in the Parsha
Objective—Learn how the Torah teaches about the life and ministry of Yeshua HaMashiach.
Yeshua said that Moses wrote about Him34. Since the Torah never even mentions the word
Messiah, this section will help you see the Messiah in the Torah. This is primarily done using
thematic analysis and midrash.
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Yeshua HaMashiach is Divine
I.

Read Isaiah 60:15-16. We have already seen that the sidra and Haftara both use the word,
;[yivAm, which is very similar to the word for Mashiach (Messiah), ;xyivAm. The word
Mashiach means, the Anointed One. In hindsight, we know that Yeshua is the Anointed One.
We also know that He is our Redeemer. Isaiah 60:15-16 uses both of these terms.
A. According to Isaiah 60:15-16 who is Israel’s Redeemer and Savior?35 What are we to
conclude concerning Yeshua’s origins?36 This is a rather bold statement; however, note
what Yeshua stated concerning His origins in John 8:58.
Jesus said to them, "Most assuredly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I AM."

B.

C.

D.
E.

When Yeshua used the phrase, “I AM,” He was using YHVH! Therefore, Yeshua
Himself equates Himself with YHVH.
This phenomenon is not unique. There are other instances when the Tanakh will give a
prophecy concerning YHVH and we learn that it is fulfilled through Yeshua! Compare
Isaiah 40:10-11 and Revelation 22:12. How are these Scriptures thematically related?37
On the one hand, Isaiah states that it is the Lord God who will 1) rule, 2) have His reward
with Him and 3) act as Shepherd. On the other hand, the passages in Revelation clearly
show that it is Yeshua HaMashiach who will 1) rule, 2) have His reward with Him and 3)
act as Shepherd.
Read Isaiah 40:3-5. For whom is the voice in the wilderness crying, “Prepare the
way?”38 Remember, whenever our modern English translations use the word LORD in
all caps, the Hebrew text reads, YHVH. How do we know that Yeshua is the YHVH
spoken of in Isaiah 40:3-5?39 Once again, a prophecy of YHVH is attributed to Yeshua
by a writer of the B’rit Chadasha (New Covenant Scriptures).
Read Isaiah 45:18-19. Who created the universe?40 Now read Hebrews 1:2 and
Colossians 1:16. Who created the universe?41 Do you see what the Scriptures are
leading us to conclude?
Lastly, read Isaiah 45:22-25. To whom will every knee bow?42 Now read Philippians
2:10-11. It should be very obvious that Paul has Isaiah 45:22-25 in mind when he made
his statement in Philippians 2. Paul essentially shows us that when the Scripture states
that every knee will bow to YHVH, it’s referring to Yeshua.
In summary, many of the prophecies of the Tanakh concerning YHVH find their
fulfillment in Yeshua because He is one (echad) with the Father. He’s not the Father. He
is echad with the Father. This is a mystery. I’m not sure we’ll ever really understand it
until we know even as we are known. However, we can state that Yeshua is Divine. The
writers of the B’rit Chadasha thought so.

The Dual Function/Purpose of the Torah in the B’rit Chadasha
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I.

We have already seen Moses taught us that the Torah has one primary function, to bring
LIFE to those who obey it. Furthermore, we saw that the Torah has another effect in the
lives of those who disobey it—it brings DEATH. This foundational teaching is also echoed
throughout the B’rit Chadasha. Nowadays, many believers have a negative view of the
Torah because of certain statements made by Paul. Let’s list some of them.
•
•
•
•
•
•

II.

Romans 5:20—The Torah (Law) stirs up sin.
Romans 7:6—We have been delivered from the Torah (Law).
Romans 6:14—We are no longer under the Torah (Law).
Romans 7:4—We are dead to the Torah (Law).
Galatians 3:23—We were kept under the Torah (Law).
II Corinthians 2:14-4:4—The Old Covenant was the administration of death.

Concerning Romans 5:20; 6:14; and 7:4, 6—Unfortunately, since most believers do not
have a proper Torah foundation, they read these passages and assume that these passages
alone characterize the Torah. Furthermore, they don’t understand the primary purpose of the
Torah. Therefore, they read these passages and come to the conclusion that the Torah was
burdensome, negative, onerous, and, well…a big killjoy drag. For one who understands the
primary function of the Torah (to give LIFE to those who obey it), these verses obviously do
not characterize the function of the Torah in the life of one dedicated to following the
commandments (mitzvot)! This would be contrary to everything we’ve learned from the
Torah concerning itself! Therefore, we must seek to understand these verses in light of its
secondary function (to cause death to those who break it).
We shall now see that Paul had the same understanding of the two functions of the Torah that
we’ve developed over the past few weeks.
A. Read Romans 5:20. Here, Paul introduces a function/purpose of the Torah that is indeed
peculiar. The Torah was given to cause offenses to increase? Surely this unusual
purpose for the Torah needs further examination and clarification. Why would YHVH's
holy Torah cause sins to increase? Since most societies enact laws to lessen
transgressions, we should automatically wonder why and how YHVH's purpose of the
Torah was to cause offenses to increase.
B. Now, building upon the idea he introduced in Romans 5:20, Paul goes out of his way to
explain the who, what, when, where, why, and how of this particular function of the
Torah in Romans chapters 6-8. First, let's notice that this function of the Torah was
designed for a specific time period in a person's life. Paul is very specific in defining
WHEN Torah has this function in someone's life.
•

Romans 7:5 states that sinful passions are aroused in a person when he is “in the
flesh.” “In the flesh” is Paul's way of saying in the unregenerate state, i.e., before
salvation or before the new creation. Ephesians 2:2-3 shows this perfectly. The
unsaved are characterized as those who walk “according to the prince of the power of
the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience, among whom also we
all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh
and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, just as the others.”
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•

•

This is also taught in Romans 7:9. The expression, “I was alive once without the
Torah,” refers to Paul in his unregenerated state, or as a child before he was
responsible for understanding the Scriptures.
Romans 6:17-18 states that we “were slaves of sin,” past tense. Clearly he's talking
about a time before regeneration.

Now, does Paul seem to be talking about the primary function of the Torah (to bring
LIFE to those who obey it), or its secondary purpose (to cause death to those who
disobey it)?43 Do you see how beautifully Paul’s theology fits with our Torah
foundation? Our Torah foundation taught us that those who disobey Torah would die
physically, whereas those who obey Torah will attain physical life. Paul used this
foundation to teach a deeper spiritual midrash. He simply showed that the Torah will
have a negative effect (causing sin to increase) in the lives of those who disobey it (those
who are unregenerated).
C. Throughout Romans 6-8, Paul goes out of his way to show us that the Torah has a
negative effect in the lives of those who don’t obey it, not the ones who do obey it!
Here’s Paul's thesis at in a nutshell.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Man dies because of his sin (breaking Torah).
The Torah causes sin to increase in unregenerated man, even if he tries to obey it
(especially as a means of salvation, i.e., legalism).
The grace of Elohim regenerates man.
During regeneration man is made dead to sin.
Now that man is dead to sin, he is dead to the Torah's ability to cause his sin to
increase.
Having been delivered from this aspect of Torah, he can obey Torah as it was
intended to be, YHVH's loving instructions, detailing how we may have abundant
life.

Now we can understand what Paul meant when he said we were dead to and free from the
Torah. THE TORAH ONLY HAS THE “STIRRING UP OF SIN” EFFECT WHEN
SIN IS PRESENT. IT IS THE PRESENCE OF SIN THAT CAUSES THE TORAH TO
STIR UP OR INCREASE SINFULNESS. Therefore, since your old man died, you have
been set free from SIN and SIN is no longer a part of you, the new creation. We know
the Torah causes sin to increase, but guess what? Sin is no longer present in you, the new
creation. Therefore, using Paul’s own words:
•
•

According to Romans 7:6 you have been delivered from the Torah’s ability to cause
sin to become more sinful!
According to Romans 6:14 you are not under Torah’s ability to cause sin to become
more sinful! Why? Because, you are under grace. This is the grace of salvation
(present in both Covenants), which saved you by executing the old man. This
separated you from sin, making you into a new creation that can live by the Ruach
(Spirit) of Elohim (God) as He fills you with resurrection life that even extends to
your mortal bodies (Romans 8:11)!
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•

According to Romans 7:4 you have become dead to the Torah’s ability to cause sin
to become more sinful! Why? Because, it is through the body of Messiah that we
identify with His death through the death of our old man. Furthermore, it’s through
the body of Messiah that we identify with His resurrection through our resurrection to
newness of life by the Spirit!

Baruch Hashem Adonai! We are free from the Torah! Sin can no longer use the Torah
to cause us to bring forth more fruit unto death. No longer can sinful passions be
aroused by the Torah, because we are now new creations in Messiah! Yes! Yes! Yes!
True freedom! Hallelu YAH! Our battle is no longer a losing cause. Sin has been
removed from our very nature and relegated to our bodies (which haven’t been redeemed
yet). However, through the Spirit we can crucify the flesh with its desires. If you did not
catch this revelation, please read Our True Freedom From the Torah (Law), located on
my main web page. This article that will take you through this concept more slowly and
thoroughly.

Concerning II Corinthians 2:14-4:4
I.

Read II Corinthians 2:14-4:4. Once again, Paul makes statements concerning the Torah that
seem negative (the Torah was the administration of death). Let’s look at the context
however. Read II Corinthians 2:16. To whom is the knowledge of Messiah death?44 This is
your first clue that some of Paul’s seemingly negative comments about the Torah may have
something to do with its secondary function in the lives of those who don’t believe, instead
of its primary function in the lives of those who do believe (and obey).
A. Note Paul’s seemingly negative statements in II Corinthians 3:6-9, where he refers to the
Torah as the ministration of death and condemnation. Who wants any of that?
B. Now note that Paul is talking about the Torah in its function of death, right? Once again,
we see that these seemingly negative statements are not directed towards those who obey
the Torah! So what’s he saying? Read Galatians 3:21. Galatians 3:21 is a midrash on
the primary function of the Torah to give physical life. Here Paul is using the word life in
the sense of eternal life, not physical life. He is stating that the obedience to the Torah
cannot give you eternal life. That’s not its function. Its function is to give physical
LIFE! The Torah is powerless to impart eternal life through obedience to its
commandments (mitzvot). However, it can lead you to eternal life (which is another one
of its functions); but, it can’t give you eternal life by obeying it. It only leads you to the
source of eternal life, Yeshua.
C. In II Corinthians 2-4, Paul is simply stating that the Torah was the administration of death
toward unbelievers! Why? Because it couldn’t give them eternal life. It only
condemned them. Therefore, he contrasted the administration of the Torah with the
administration of the Spirit. The administration of the Spirit is one that gives life to the
sinner! Only in that sense is the Old Covenant a ministry of death. Remember, the Spirit
can lead a sinner to repentance. The Torah can only point out their sin, condemn them if
they continue to disobey and point them to the source of eternal life. The Spirit can
actually bring them to eternal life.
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D. Here’s a midrash the Holy One gave me to demonstrate the ministry of the Torah and the
Spirit. Many have perverted Paul’s statements concerning the Torah. Antinomian spirits
have twisted Paul’s true message concerning the function of the Torah. This function of
the Torah as a ministry of death is contrasted to the ministry of the Spirit in the New
Covenant. If you allow me to do a midrashic teaching, I think you’ll see how the Torah
was a ministry of death. How many people were killed at the giving of the Torah as a
result of the sin of the golden calf?45 How many people were saved on the Shavuot (Day
of Pentecost) of Acts 2?46 Those of you who have become familiar with thematic
analysis should immediately realize that that is not a coincidence. Furthermore, did you
know that the Torah was also given on Shavuot? Yes it was. So, we have a picture of
two Shavuots. On the first Shavuot, three thousand people died. On the Shavuot of Acts
2, three thousand people were given life. Let me now explain the significance of these
events. We know that when Adonai delivered the Israelites from Egypt that it was a type
of redemption from sin. Moses said, “Stand still and see the salvation (the Hebrew for
salvation is Yeshuat from which we get Yeshua) of YHVH (Ex 14:13).” Thus, it was
Yeshua who redeemed them at the Red Sea. When the Torah was given, the people had
fallen into idolatry by making a golden calf and saying, “These be thy gods, O Israel,
which have brought thee up out of the land of Egypt” (Ex 32:8b). Therefore, were they
not rejecting their salvation (Yeshua) that occurred at the Red Sea? What happened when
the Torah was given at Sinai? Three thousand people died at the giving of the Torah (the
ministry of death, condemnation, the letter that kills, etc.) Note, the 3,000 were sinners
who had rejected Adonai’s salvation (Yeshua), stating that a calf had saved them. Fast
forward to the day of Shavuot. How many people got saved? 3,000. Who were they?
Three thousand sinners who, as Peter said, had killed the Messiah, i.e., they had rejected
Adonai’s salvation (Yeshua) as their fathers had. But what happened to them? They got
saved. These two scenarios are a perfect illustration of the ministry of condemnation at
work against sinners when they come to Torah and a perfect illustration of the ministry of
life by the Spirit who can bring life to the same sinners the Torah condemns. That’s why
the Spirit was given on Shavuot, to teach us that the Torah was not meant to work alone.
It’s always been Adonai’s intention for the Torah and the Spirit to work together. But the
Spirit couldn't be poured out until the work of the Messiah had been finished.
E. So, as you see, the Spirit did something to the 3,000 sinners of Acts 2 that the Torah
couldn’t do for the 3,000 sinners of the incident of the golden calf.
Concerning Galatians 3:23
I.

Read Galatians 3:23. Here are some popular translations.
•
•
•

Young’s Literal Translation— And before the coming of the faith, under law we were
being kept, shut up to the faith about to be revealed.
NIV—Before this faith came, we were held prisoners by the law, locked up until faith
should be revealed.
NASB—But before faith came, we were kept in custody under the law, (1) being shut up
to the faith which was later to be revealed.
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•
•

II.

Worldwide English New Testament— Before one came for us to believe in, the law held
us in prison like slaves. We were kept there until the one to believe in should come.
The Message— 23Until the time when we were mature enough to respond freely in faith
to the living God, we were carefully surrounded and protected by the Mosaic law.

Note that YLT is somewhat neutral in understanding. We don’t necessarily get a negative or
positive view of the Torah. However, note the NIV, NASB and WE translations are
extremely negative! Whew! According to those translations, I wouldn’t want to be under the
Torah. Would you? Now look at MSG translation. It is extremely positive in its
characterization of the Torah!
At this point, everyone reading these translations has to be saying, “What’s going on here. I
smell a skunk.” I would. How could the translators have such divergent translations?
A. First of all, the Greek does not use the word, “prisoners.” The NIV translators added it to
emphasize their point.
B. The Greek word translated 1) being kept, 2) held, 3) carefully surrounded and protected
etc., is a military term. It means to hem in with a garrison to guard. Furthermore, it has
two connotations (as do most words). It can mean to guard as in guarding a prisoner to
keep them from escaping, or it can mean to guard as in guarding a person to keep them
from being harmed. Ah-hah! So, as you see, we have a choice as to which connotation
we will use. Now read Philippians 4:7 (and the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus). Obviously, the
word, guard, has a loving, caring connotation. You may not know this, but the word
guard is the same Greek word used in Galatians 3:23. Let’s try an experiment here. Now
that we know the same Greek word is used in Philippians 4:7 and Galatians 3:23, let’s
translate Philippians 4:7 using the connotation supplied by the NIV, NASB and WE
translators for its usage in Galatians 3:23.
•
•
•

and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and
minds like prisoners through Christ Jesus
and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will keep your hearts and
minds in custody through Christ Jesus
and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will hold your hearts and
minds in prison like slaves through Christ Jesus

I think you get my point. So what happened? It’s obvious. The translators who
translated Galatians 3:23 in a negative sense didn’t understand the primary function of
the Torah. Only the translators of The Message really understood. Note how the phrase
found in the Message translation—we were carefully surrounded and protected by the
Mosaic law—is exactly what we’ve learned concerning the primary function/purpose of
the Torah!!! ☺ Galatians 3:23 is simply stating that the Torah has protected us from
death and other influences until our time of salvation. That’s its function, to ensure that
we have physical LIFE! Galatians 3:23 should have the same favorable connotation as
Philippians 4:7. We’re guarded, not as prisoners, but as a special people. We are
protected from death, etc., by the loving oversight of the Torah.
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Fun For the Whole Family!
Okay, time to show what you’ve learned. Word searches and crossword puzzles are
available for you to test your understanding. The word search for adults (and older
children) consists of 20-30 words taken from this week’s sidra (portion). Some of the
words may be common Hebrew words or English phrases. The crossword puzzle for
adults (and older children) may also contain common Hebrew words or English phrases.
There is also a word search for the little guys! And of course, the answer key is
provided for the crossword puzzle.
Adult and children’s crossword puzzles and word searches are available on Restoration of
Torah’s website: www.restorationoftorah.org. Click on the link entitled, The Weekly
Torah Portion Crossword Puzzles and Word Searches.

Shabbat Shalom!

1

Shabbat is Hebrew for Sabbath.

2

In its most limited form, the Torah comprises the first five books of Moses.

3

Holy Spirit.

4

The Parashat HaShavuah, or weekly Parashat, are the weekly readings from the Torah. Each week, beginning on
the Shabbat, we read specific selections from the Torah, such that we complete the entire Torah each year.
5

Tanakh is the entirety of what is commonly called the Old Testament. It is a Hebrew acronym taken from the three
major divisions of the Tanakh: the Torah, Prophets (Neviim) and Writings (Khetuvim).
6

Brit Chadasha is commonly known as the New Testament Scriptures.

7

This paragraph-like division is called a Parsha (Parshiot, plural).

8

Yes. See Devarim 11:22-25.

9

Yes, 1) the words, this entire commandment and 2) the concept of loving Adonai.

10

Yes! See Devarim 12:1!

11

Yes, see Devarim 26:16-19!

12

It ends in Devarim 28:68 because the next verse, Devarim 29:1 goes to third person singular, which is the narrator
mode.
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13

See also Devarim 4:1, 4 and 10, Devarim 5:33, Devarim 6:24, Devarim 8:1 and 3, Devarim 30:19, Leviticus
26:3-13, Ezekiel 20:10-11, and 13, and more!
14

Yes, it states what we've learned, that the fundamental purpose of the Torah is to give LIFE to those who obey.

15

Moses used the example of the sin of Baal-Peor to demonstrate the two functions of the Torah! Those who clung
to Adonai by obeying the Torah (they did not participate in idolatry) remained physically alive! Those who
disobeyed the Torah were physically dead!
16

Am Yisrael must obey the statutes (chukim) and judgments (mishpatim)!

17

According to Devarim 28:1 and 14, Am Yisrael must obey all of the commandments (mitzvot), which of course
include the statutes (chukim) and judgments (mishpatim).
18

According to Leviticus 26:14-15, this DEATH will be caused by not obeying the commandments (mitzvot),
statutes (chukim) and judgments (mishpatim)!
19

According to Devarim 28:15, these CURSES result from disobeying the commandments (mitzvot) and statutes
(chukim)!
20

The stones, because they are mentioned directly or indirectly FIVE times.

21

Moses commanded Am Yisrael to write the words of the Torah on them.

22

On Mount Ebal.

23

These verses are thematically related to the initial giving of the Torah back in Exodus 19-24! The words Am
Yisrael must write on stones and erect in Mount Ebal are thematically equivalent to the Ten Commandments
(mitzvot) written in tablets of stone on Mount Sinai!
24

During the initial giving of the Torah, Am Yisrael were commanded to build an altar (Exodus 24:4). Furthermore,
the first time Adonai commanded Am Yisrael not to lift an iron tool upon an altar built for sacrifice to Him was at
the initial giving of the Torah (Exodus 20:21-23).
25

The commandment to observe the entire commandment was exactly what Am Yisrael said they would do in
Exodus 24:7—“Then he took the Book of the Covenant and read in the hearing of the people. And they said, "All
that the LORD has said we will do, and be obedient."
26

They are thematically related to Exodus 24:5 where it specifically states that Am Yisrael slaughtered animals for
whole burnt offerings and peace offerings!
27

Devarim 27:9 is essentially the same statement as in Exodus 24:8— And Moses took the blood, sprinkled it on the
people, and said, "This is the blood of the covenant which the LORD has made with you according to all these
words."
28

These are all things done in secret.

29

Yeshua said in John 5:46 that Moses spoke about him. Psalm 40:6-8, speaking of the Messiah said that the book
is written about Him. Paul said that all of the feasts were prophetic shadows of Messiah Yeshua.
30

Nachman, Rabbi Moshe ben, Sefer HaGulah in Kitvei ha-Ramban, ed. C. Chavel, 2 vols (Jerusalem, 1963).

31

Devarim 28:3-14, because the Haftara speaks of the abundant blessings Am Yisrael will receive as a result of
walking in the light of the Torah. The blessings of the Haftarah were promised in Devarim 28:3-14.
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32

Devarim 28:10 and 13. The Haftara focuses on how the nations will serve Am Yisrael in the Messianic Kingdom.

33

Yes, the word Savior.

34

Yeshua said in John 5:46 that Moses spoke about him. Psalm 40:6-8, speaking of the Messiah said that the book
is written about Him. Paul said that all of the feasts were prophetic shadows of Messiah Yeshua.
35

YHVH.

36

If we follow the text to its conclusion, it is stating that the Savior and Redeemer is YHVH. Therefore, in some
manner, Yeshua is equivalent to YHVH.
37

Both speak of someone ruling. Both speak of someone having rewards with them.

38

For YHVH.

39

Because John the Baptist clearly stated that He was sent to prepare the way for Yeshua—John 1:23-34.

40

YHVH.

41

Yeshua.

42

To YHVH.

43

The secondary purpose!

44

To the unbeliever, the one who breaks Torah.

45

3,000.

46

3,000.
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