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—The Family House of Study—
Examining the Parashat HaShavuah by
Thematic Analysis
Welcome to Mishpachah Beit Midrash, the Family House of Study. Each Shabbat1 we gather in
our home and study the Scriptures, specifically the Torah.2 It’s a fun time of receiving revelation
from the Ruach HaKodesh3. Everyone joins in—adults and children—as we follow the Parashat
HaShavuah4 schedule. We devote ourselves to studying the Torah because the Torah is the
foundation for all of Scripture. Therefore, a thorough understanding of the Torah will help us
more fully understand the rest of the Tanakh5 and the Brit Chadasha.6 Furthermore, as Yeshua
stated Himself, the Torah teaches about Him. So we study the Torah in order to be drawn closer
to Yeshua, the goal of the Torah.
As believers in the Messiah we have discovered the richness of the wisdom of the sages of Israel.
These men, who devoted themselves to the study of the Torah, have left us a rich heritage. Part
of that heritage is a unique method of learning and interpreting the Scriptures. It’s called
thematic analysis. In thematic analysis we search for the underlying theme/topic of each passage
of Scripture. By studying Scriptures related by a common theme, line upon line and precept
upon precept, the Scriptures open up to us in a unique manner that is clearly inspired by the
Ruach HaKodesh. Passages that seemed obscure begin to make sense, and numerous levels of
wisdom and understanding unfold before us.
Thematic analysis of Scripture is based on the following premises. 1) Moses wrote the Torah as
five separate books as the Ruach HaKodesh inspired him. 2) Since Adonai had him separate
those words into five separate books, we surmise that each book has a unique message or theme.
3) Within each book, the words are written with two paragraph-like divisions7 interrupting the
flow of the words. 4) Since Adonai commanded Moshe to separate the individual books into
smaller paragraph-like sections or Parshiot, we surmise that each Parsha was written as a
separate unit because each of those Parshiot is trying to convey a unique thought, theme, concept
or understanding. Therefore, since Adonai inspired these divisions, we think they are VERY
important. We use these God-breathed divisions as the basis of our thematic analysis of
Scripture. Once you begin to interpret the Scriptures thematically, you will immediately SEE
that Adonai wrote His words in a manner consistent with the intent that they be interpreted
thematically.
Here is an example of what the Parsha divisions look like …
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s—Parsha Stumah (plural, stumot)—A paragraph-like break inspired by the Ruach HaKodesh,
still preserved on kosher Torah Scrolls, where there are at least nine blank spaces between a
word and the next word, all on the same line of text.

p—Parsha P'tuchah (plural, p'tuchot)—A paragraph-like break inspired by the Ruach HaKodesh,
still preserved on kosher Torah Scrolls, where there are blank spaces extending to the end of a
line of text and the subsequent text does not begin until the next line. (Hebrew is read from right
to left)
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—Parashat

HaShavuah—

x; l . v
Shelach
(Send Forth)

B’midbar 13:1-15:41
(Numbers 13:1-15:41)

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Numbers 13:1-14:10 p
Numbers 14:11-25 p
Numbers 14:26-45 p
Numbers 15:1-16 p
Numbers 15:17-21 s
Numbers 15:22-26 s
Numbers 15:27-31 p
Numbers 15:32-34 s
Numbers 15:35-36 p
Numbers 15:37-41 p

Understanding the Parsha
Numbers 13:1-14:10
Objective—Learn how to 1) interpret the main theme of a Parsha, 2) make thematic connections
to that Parsha and 3) learn how to gain greater understanding of the Parsha under
consideration through its thematic connections to other portions of Scripture.

Spies or Tourists?
I.

Most of us are familiar with the main events in Parashat Shelach—the spies bring an evil
report concerning the Promised Land, and as a result, the generation that experienced
redemption from Egypt cannot enter it. By now, many of you know that when the Scriptures
are analyzed thematically, a deeper understanding of the text is possible. Furthermore, the
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Scriptures blossom with ever unfolding levels of understanding. Such is the case in this
week’s lesson. We will attempt to apply thematic analysis to the first Parsha of this week’s
sidra (Torah Portion). Normally we try to find the overall theme of the Parsha. This week
however, let’s analyze the Parsha to understand the purpose of the twelve spies. Why were
they sent? Was theirs a military mission (the most common understanding) or is there more
to the story?

II.

When I visited Eretz Yisrael (the land of Israel) in 1999, I had the blessing of staying in an
orthodox hotel in the orthodox portion of Jerusalem on the Shabbat! That evening, my pastor
and I went out to engage some Rabbis. We talked to one Rabbi who was surrounded by his
talmidim (students) for quite some time. We told him that we weren’t there to try to convert
him or sway him. We simply wanted to learn some things about Judaism from him. Well,
despite our politeness, he was, how shall I say it, POLITEFULLY BELLIGERENT ☺.
However, he said something that I’ll never forget. Concerning Scripture interpretation, He
said, “You guys don’t even know the language!” I couldn’t fully appreciate that statement,
but as I’ve studied thematically and increased my awareness of Hebrew, I see how important
is that one statement! Let’s see how important it is to 1) know the language and 2)
understand thematic analysis in order to properly interpret a passage.
Read Numbers 13:1-14:10. According to conventional wisdom, the twelve men were sent as
military spies on a pre-strike reconnaissance mission. Let’s compare this story with another
story thematically related to it. Can you think of another story very closely resembling this
one?8 That’s right. This story is recounted for us in Joshua 2:1-24. We know for a fact that
the two men sent in Joshua 2 were military spies! Joshua was about the take the city of
Jericho and sent two spies to assess the situation for military purposes. As you know, the
basis of thematic analysis is to compare and contrast Scriptures that are related by similar
themes to uncover more understanding. Let’s get going.
A. Who Was Sent—Notice in our Parsha that the text never calls the men spies! It mentions
many times that they spied out the land; however, they are never called spies. In contrast,
Joshua 2:1 specifically refers to the two men as spies. The Artscroll Chumash translates
this verse as, “Joshua son of Nun dispatched from Shittim two men spies, secretly
saying…” This translation is more correct. If you know just a little Hebrew, you can
look at the Hebrew wording in the Chumash and see that the text literally states, “two
men spies.” The Hebrew word for spies is meraglim, ~yil.G;r.m.
1. How does the Torah characterize the twelve men sent in our sidra versus the two sent
in Joshua?9 Let me ask you a question. Is it normal for the general populace of a
country to know the identity and mission of its military spies?10 Could this be a clue
that the twelve were NOT sent as military spies?
2. Note how many spies were sent in Numbers 13 and Joshua 2. Which number of spies
would be more consistent with a secret military spy mission and why?11
B. Who was aware of the sending of the spies in the two stories?12 Which mission was
more consistent with a military spy operation?13 Once again, we see that the mission of
the spies commissioned by Joshua is more consistent with a military mission, whereas the
mission of Moses’ spies was not military in nature. These differences have to make us
re-think the nature of the mission of the “spies” in the book of Numbers.
C. Which group of spies seemed to be operating clandestinely?14 Nowhere in the account in
Numbers 13-14 do we read of the twelve spies trying to hide from the inhabitants of the
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land. However, this is in stark contrast to the behavior of the spies in Joshua’s mission.
Joshua 2:1 specifically states that Joshua sent them secretly. Note how much hiding
Joshua’s spies needed to do in order to avoid detection. Again, we see that the actions of
Joshua’s spies are more consistent with a military mission, whereas the actions of Moses’
spies are not. In fact, considering that they brought a cluster of grapes so large that it
needed to be carried on a pole between two men, I’d say they were probably out in the
open.
D. To whom did the spies report their findings in the two stories?15 Once again, we see a
dramatic difference in behavior of the spies. Joshua’s spies report ONLY to him! This is
more consistent with a military mission. Moses’ spies report their findings to the entire
nation!
E. What was the content of the mission of the two groups of spies?16 While it is true that
Moses’ directives contain an element of military association (Numbers 13:17-20)
pertaining to the strength of the people and their cities, note how he kept asking particular
questions about the land, which have nothing to do with military intelligence. He even
asks them to bring some of the fruit back! What’s that got to do with a military spy
mission?

Putting It All Together
I.

Just by comparing and contrasting two stories that are clearly thematically linked, we have
seen that the evidence suggests that Moses did not send the “spies” out for military
reconnaissance. So why did he send them?
A. Throughout the narrative of Numbers 13, the Torah uses the Hebrew root tur, rut to
describe the mission of the “spies”. In fact, it’s mentioned twelve times. This word
means to tour, scout, stroll or survey. According to Rav Elchanan Samet17 of Har Etzion
Yeshiva, this word is used relatively infrequently in the Torah. It is used in three other
places besides our story in Numbers—Numbers 15:39, Deuteronomy 1:29-33 and
Numbers 10:33.
So they departed from the mountain of the LORD on a journey of three days; and the ark of the
covenant of the LORD went before them for the three days' journey, to search out a resting place
for them (Numbers 10:33, emphasis mine).
And you shall have the tassel, that you may look upon it and remember all the commandments of
the LORD and do them, and that you may not follow [seek] the harlotry to which your own heart
and your own eyes are inclined… (Numbers 15:39, emphasis mine)
29

"Then I said to you, "Do not be terrified, or afraid of them. 30The LORD your God, who goes
before you, He will fight for you, according to all He did for you in Egypt before your eyes, 31and
in the wilderness where you saw how the LORD your God carried you, as a man carries his son, in
all the way that you went until you came to this place.' 32Yet, for all that, you did not believe the
LORD your God, 33who went in the way before you to search out a place for you to pitch your
tents, to show you the way you should go, in the fire by night and in the cloud by day
(Deuteronomy 1:29-32, emphasis mine).

As you can see, the root, tur, has nothing to do with spying. It has nothing to do with a
clandestine operation used to gather military intelligence. Its connotation is one of seeking
out, searching, and looking for in order to choose18. The real meaning of Am Yisrael’s
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objective was to tour the land, not spy it out. I know you’re thinking, “but my Bible and the
Chumash uses the word spy.” Well, as I’ve stated before, the Hebrew root word typically
associated with spying (as in Joshua 2) never occurs in any of the passages in Numbers.
Therefore, the “spies” could not have been engaged in a purely military mission.
B. So why are they always referred to as spies? There are two reasons. First, as I noted
earlier, part of their mission did have a military aspect—to see if the inhabitants and the
cities were strong or not. People tend to focus on this aspect. But Moses’ main questions
concerned the Land. Why? Because, this is simply a fact-finding mission, not a spy
mission. It was designed to encourage Am Yisrael to “choose” the Land! In other words,
just as the root, tur, has been consistently used in the sense of searching out in order to
choose, so likewise, the spies were sent to search the Land—bring back evidence of its
goodness—so that Am Yisrael would choose it and accept it as the gift it was intended to
be. Instead, they rejected it.
C. The second reason has to do with Moses’ recounting of the story beginning in
Deuteronomy 1:22.
And they departed and went up into the mountains, and came to the Valley of Eshcol, and spied it
out (Deuteronomy 1:24; emphasis mine).

In this re-telling of the story, Moses does use the Hebrew verb derived from the same
word as meraglim, ~yil.G;r.m! So what’s the problem? In order to understand this
“discrepancy” and resolve it, we need to cover some more info in the next section,
Searching the Parsha. For now, let’s be content to understand that the spies were sent to
examine the land Adonai was giving to them so that they could encourage the people to
take the land. To their own demise, they rejected the land.

Searching the Parshiot
Objective—Learn how to 1) uncover the theme of a passage, 2) relate it to other passages and 3)
gain new insight on how to interpret the original passage based on its thematic connection to
those other passages.

Why Did Am Yisrael Reject the Promised Land?
I.

Last week we noted the following:
If you were to read Numbers 11-26 you would see that the narrative moves from one debacle to another.
It’s not difficult to notice that beginning in Numbers 11, almost every event in Israel’s journey is
characterized by rebellion and calamity! Story after story reveal to us that Am Yisrael refused to do what
was necessary to actually go in and take the Land. Although the nation made many mistakes during the
periods of the Exodus and Matan Torah (the giving of the Torah), through Adonai’s grace they were able to
recover and fulfill His will. Until Numbers 11, Am Yisrael have 1) seen Adonai’s mighty hand of
deliverance, 2) received the Torah at Mount Sinai and 3) received the Shekhinah to dwell among them in
the Mishkan. However, once it was time to actually go and take the Land by military conquest, the
people faltered beyond recovery, ultimately doomed to perish in the wilderness.
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II.

A. So what went wrong? Read Numbers 13:27-33. According to the spies’ initial report,
was the land everything that Adonai had promised it would be?19 If the land was as great
as Adonai had said it would be, then why did the people reject it?20 Note that the spies’
initial report—to Moses and all of Am Yisrael—on the land was favorable (Numbers
13:27). However, despite the goodness of the land, they feared the Canaanites (Numbers
13:28-29)! In Numbers 13:30, Caleb tried to reassure the people that they could take the
land. In response to Caleb’s brave efforts to reassure the people, the spies then change
their assessment of the land! Read Numbers 13:32!!! According to them, the land is so
huge that it devoured its inhabitants. In other words, it will devour Am Yisrael too. In
fact, the ten spies actually spread a malicious rumor about the land throughout the camp
that night because of their fear of the inhabitants (Numbers 14:1-3)! This fear was so
intense that 1) the people were on the verge of stoning Joshua and Caleb [Numbers
14:10], and 2) they wanted to appoint a new leader to take them back to Egypt [Numbers
14:4]! Can you think of a Scripture thematically related to the fact that Am Yisrael
wanted to return to Egypt because of the fear of war?21 That’s right. When Am Yisrael
first began their exodus from Egypt, Adonai did not lead them by way of the Philistines
because He said they may change their minds when they see war and return to Egypt—
Exodus 13:17.
B. Now we can answer last week’s question as to why, beginning in Numbers 11:1, Am
Yisrael began to openly manifest a bad attitude. They feared war. If you will recall,
when Am Yisrael actually began journeying to the land, they also began to complain
openly. We also saw that those complaints were without a real cause, for they sought a
pretext for drawing away from Adonai (Rashi). In other words, they were trying to
postpone the journey to the Promised Land for some reason. The reason? They didn’t
want to have to struggle. As long as Adonai fed them and took care of them they were
okay, but now that they will have to fight and struggle they want to return to Egypt.
However, the root issue is not that they fear war. The root issue is that they do not trust
Adonai’s faithfulness to cause their enemies to flee before them as they go to battle.
Now we can resolve the “discrepancy” in Moses’ retelling (Deuteronomy 1:24) of the
incident with the spies. Recall, in Understanding the Parsha, I stated that in Deuteronomy
1:24, Moses used the Hebrew verb derived from the same word as meraglim, ~yil.G;r.m—
which is the root form for military spying—even though that verb form was never used in
Numbers 13-14. There’s also another problem. According to Deuteronomy 1:22, Moses
states that the people requested spies to be sent.
And every one of you came near to me and said, "Let us send men before us, and let them search out the
land for us, and bring back word to us of the way by which we should go up, and of the cities into which
we shall come (Deuteronomy 1:22, emphasis mine).

However, if you read Numbers 13:1, Adonai commands that spies be sent. How do we
reconcile these two passages?
And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2"Send [for yourself] men to spy out the land of Canaan, which I am
giving to the children of Israel; from each tribe of their fathers you shall send a man, every one a leader among
them (Numbers 13:1, emphasis mine).
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A. In Deuteronomy 1:22, the Hebrew for the words translated search out is ve-yachperu
(Wr.P.x;y.w), which denotes uncovering that which is hidden (i.e., spying).22 In other
words, Am Yisrael wanted to send spies on a military spy mission. But the Hebrew word
used in Numbers 13:2 for the phrase to spy out is ve-yaturu, (Wrut'y.w)which means a
leisurely stroll, tour, scout, or survey. In other words, Am Yisrael wanted spies to be
sent for military reconnaissance, but Adonai told them only to tour the land. As you can
see, you will only be able to detect this difference if you go back to the Hebrew! Can you
think of a reason why Am Yisrael wanted to send military spies instead of a scouting
expedition? It’s because of the reason we stated before. Am Yisrael is afraid of war.
They are so afraid, they requested that spies be sent in ahead of them. Why should they
need spies? Didn’t Adonai promise that He would go before them to secure a path for
them? Therefore, we surmise that Am Yisrael didn’t trust Adonai. That’s why they
wanted spies to go before them instead of trusting Adonai to go before them! In
acquiescence to their request, Adonai in essence says, “okay, since you don’t trust me
you can send a scouting tour to see the land.” Further evidence for this interpretation is
the fact that in the Hebrew, Numbers 13:1 is strangely worded as follows, “Send for
yourselves (^. l x;l.v)…” The words, for yourselves (^. l ) seems to emphasize that
this was Am Yisrael's idea. This clears the "discrepancy." Am Yisrael needed a report
from their peers because they didn't trust Adonai.

Miscellaneous Connections
I.

II.

A Picture of Atonement—We have seen Adonai make atonement for Am Yisrael in
numerous manners. We know that He has provided atonement through the blood of
sacrificial animals. In these sacrifices, the animal takes the place of the sinner. However,
sometimes His wrath is only appeased by the death of the individual! Read Numbers 14:2635. Although Adonai said He would forgive Am Yisrael, what two events will occur to Am
Yisrael as part of the appeasement?23 Closely read Numbers 14:29-33. These verses are
amazingly similar to what event that brings atonement?24 The picture is clear and the
connection strong. The judgment of Am Yisrael is thematically related to the Day of
Atonement ceremony and hints that 1) through the death of those over 20, and 2) through the
bearing of guilt by the younger generation, some type of atonement is being made! We will
see more examples in the future of atonement through the actions of people.
The Two Faithful Witnesses—Only two of the spies brought back the correct report.
Thematically, they were witnesses to the truth of the goodness of the Promised Land and the
faithfulness of Adonai to fulfill His words. Where else in Scripture do we read about Two
Witnesses?25 That's right. In Parashat Bemidbar, I showed you numerous thematic
connections between the exodus of the children of Israel out of Egypt and the final exodus of
the last generation of believers out of this world into the Millennial Kingdom. Here is but
one more thematic connection linking the period of testing (in the wilderness of the peoples)
in the book of Revelation to the period of testing in the wilderness of the book of Numbers.
A. Do you know the tribal affiliation of Joshua and Caleb—see Numbers 13:4-8?26 Now we
can see that the two faithful witnesses were from the tribes of Judah and Ephraim. Is this
coincidental? Of course not. It is but one of many evidences that can be used to show
that the doctrine of the Two Houses of Israel is not a new doctrine. It is a foundational
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doctrine and its roots reach all the way into the Torah! Some of you may be wondering
why I don't mention more about the Two Houses Truth in my commentaries. I refrain
only because I plan to devote numerous other articles towards understanding that
doctrine. Divide and conquer is the order of the day. ☺

Tisha B'Av—Back to the Future
I.

It is my goal to demonstrate to you how relevant the Torah is to us today. I believe the
message of the Torah is prophetic, containing wisdom for all ages. Many times we have seen
that stories in the Torah are actually prophetic acts and experiences of future generations!
We have also seen the importance of Adonai's calendar, which is based on the lunar cycle.
Believe it or not, Adonai still uses His calendar! He's really not interested in man's
calendars. He does things according to His calendar, not the world’s. The fact that most
believers are totally ignorant of Adonai's calendar and His set apart times (Mo'edim) is most
unfortunate. In this section I'd like to clearly demonstrate to you the two important truths
listed above:
•
•

The stories of the Torah are actually prophetic acts and experiences of future
generations.
Adonai does everything according to His calendar.

We will do this by discussing Tisha B'Av, or the ninth of Av (a month of the Hebrew
calendar). If you do some easy calculations of dates based on the narratives in the last few
sidras, you will notice that the sin of the spies—resulting in the condemnation of Am Yisrael
to death and desert wanderings—occurred on/near Tisha B'Av (the ninth of the month of
Av). This date will never be forgotten by the Jewish people. It turns out that just about
every major calamity to ever happen to the Jewish people occurred on Tisha B'Av! That's
right. I present the following list of historical facts as evidence that 1) the stories of the
Torah are actually prophetic acts and experiences of future generations, and 2) Adonai does
everything according to His calendar. Remember, all of these events occurred on the date of
Tisha B'Av.
•
•

•

•
•

2448 (1312 B.C.E.)—Spies return from 40 days in Israel with evil reports of the Land of
Israel. The Israelites cry in despair, and are doomed to die in the wilderness.
3340 (421 B.C.E.)—Destruction of first temple by the Babylonians, under
Nebuchadnezzar. About 100,000 Jews killed during invasion. Exile of remaining tribes in
southern kingdom to Babylon and Persia.
3830 (70 C.E.)—Destruction of second temple by the Romans, under Titus. Over
2,500,000 Jews die as a result of war, famine and disease. Over 1,000,000 Jews sold as
slaves by Romans. Jews killed and tortured in gladiatorial "games" and pagan
celebrations.
3892 (132 C.E.)—Bar Kochba (claimed as false Messiah) and revolt crushed, Betar
destoyed – over 100,000 killed.
3893 (133 C.E.)—Turnus Rufus plows site of temple. Romans build Pagan City of Aelia
Capitolina on site of Jerusalem.
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•

•
•

•

•
•
•

4855 (1095 C.E.)—First Crusade declared by Pope Urban II, 10,000 Jews killed in first
month of Crusade. Crusades bring death and destruction to thousands of Jews, totally
obliterate many communities in Rhineland and France.
5050 (1290 C.E.)—Expulsion of Jews from England, accompanied by pograms and
confiscation of books and property.
5252 (1492 C.E.)—Inquisition in Spain and Portugal culminates in the expulsion of the
Jews from the Iberian Peninsula. Families separated, many die by drowning, massive loss
of property.
5674 (1914 C.E.)—Britain and Russia declare war on Germany. First World War begins.
First World War issues unresolved, ultimately causing Second World War and Holocaust.
75% of all Jews in war zones. Jews in armies of all sides. 120,000 Jewish casualties in
armies. Over 400 pogroms began immediately following war in Hungary, Ukraine,
Poland and Russia.
5702 (1942 C.E.)—Deportations of Jews from Warsaw Ghetto to the Treblinka
Concentration camps.
5749 (1989 C.E.)—Iraq walks out of talks with Kuwait.
5754 (1994 C.E.)—The deadly bombing of the AMIA (the Jewish Community Center in
Buenos Aires, Argentina) that killed 86 people and wounded some 300 others.

Making the Connection Between the Parashat HaShavuah
and the Haftarah
Objective—Learn how to relate Scriptures thematically, thereby learning how to think
Hebraically. Become rooted in the importance of thematic analysis by seeing it in action as you
relate the Torah portion to the Haftarah portion.
The Haftarah reading is found in Joshua 2:1-24. I will list some verses from the Haftarah
reading. Your job will be to relate them thematically to the Parashat HaShavuah reading.
I.
II.

In general, how is this story thematically connected to this week's sidra (Torah portion)?27
Here's your chance to take your thematic analysis QA checkup. There is an awesome theme
connecting certain verses of this Haftarah portion with another portion of the Torah. This is
a test! ☺ If you have been studying with Mishpachah Beit Midrash for a while, I think you
should be able to uncover this one.
A. Read Joshua 2:8-21, paying particular attention to Joshua 2:17-21. Do you see an
awesome thematic connection between this portion of Scripture and a great event that
occurred in the lives of Am Yisrael? Still haven't gotten it? Pay attention to the actions
of Joshua 2:18 (scarlet cord in window). Got it yet? Pay attention to the necessity of
staying in the house. Got it yet?28
B. That's right!! The scarlet cord in the window is thematically related to the blood of the
lamb over the doorposts! Just as the blood of the lamb was a sign to the Adonai not to
destroy the occupants of the house, so likewise, the scarlet thread is a sign to Am Yisrael
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III.

IV.

not to destroy Rachav and her family! The fact that Rachav and her family needed to
stay inside the house is thematically related to the fact that Am Yisrael had to stay
indoors on the night of the Passover! Okay, obviously the Torah wants us to see a
relationship between these two stories. What do these connections teach us concerning
the significance of Rachav's "Passover" actions?29
Did you notice the scarlet cord? What other Torah story is thematically linked to the
Haftarah portion through the symbol of a scarlet cord?30 That's right. Read Genesis 38.
How else are these two women thematically related?31 That's right. Rachav was a prostitute
by occupation and Tamar behaved as one so that Judah would impregnate her.
Lastly, did you notice that both women hid/concealed something? What did they hide, why
were those objects significant and how are they thematically related?32

If you would like to explore more information about connections between the Torah portion and
the Haftarah reading, then go to the Haftarah Connections link on our website under The Weekly
Torah Portion. You will be able to download a document that will show you numerous
Scriptures from the Haftarah reading so that you can determine how they are thematically
connected to the Torah portion. The answers are provided as endnotes. This is an excellent
exercise to help you begin thinking thematically.

Messiah in the Parsha
Objective—Learn how the Torah teaches about the life and ministry of Yeshua HaMashiach.
Yeshua said that Moses wrote about Him33. Since the Torah never even mentions the word
Messiah, this section will help you see the Messiah in the Torah. This is primarily done using
thematic analysis and midrash.

The Messiah and Prostitutes
I.

In the Haftarah section of this week's study, we learned that Rachav experienced her own
"Jerichoan" Passover deliverance. We have already seen that the Passover ritual is a
prophetic picture of the work of the Messiah. Just as the firstborn of Am Yisrael were
delivered from death to life through the blood of the Passover lamb, so likewise, we are
delivered from the second death to life eternal through Yeshua's shed blood. Furthermore, in
previous lessons we learned that the deliverance of Am Yisrael from Egyptian bondage is a
picture of the deliverance of mankind from the bondage of sin and death! Knowing 1) the
facts above concerning the Messianic aspects of the Passover, and 2) the fact that the Torah
STRONGLY thematically links Rachav's deliverance with the Passover, what extra wisdom
do we gain from the story of Rachav?34 That's right. See how that story has blossomed
through thematic analysis. By understanding the strong thematic connection between the
story of Rachav's deliverance and the Egyptian deliverance, and by understanding the
Messianic significance of the Passover, we are able to see the deeper teaching in this story
from Joshua 2. It concerned the justification of Rachav! If you think I'm reading into this,
simply read James 2:2535, where James states that Rachav was justified by her works when
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she received the spies into her house! As you see, this was Ya'akov's understanding. There
is more though. We saw that the story of Rachav was thematically related to the story of
Tamar as follows:
•
•
•
•

II.

III.

Scarlet cord
Non-Israelites
Prostitution
Hidden objects

Now, why does the Torah link these two women? What do we know about Tamar? To
answer that question, let's first review what we know about HOW the Torah teaches us about
the person and work of the Messiah.
As you read the Torah, anytime you see 1) pictures of resurrection, 2) pictures of renewed
life as a result of deliverance from impending death and 3) pictures of victory and renewed
life as a result of death, we know the Torah is about to give us a teaching concerning the
Messiah. I call these themes of The Resurrection and the Life, and they are especially
strengthened when coupled in some manner with the number three.
A. The first LIVING things (plants, grass, etc.) were created on day THREE! This is not
strictly life from the dead; however, the principle of life coming from a state where there
is no life is clear.
B. The Torah's picture of the RESURRECTION of the Messiah is found in the Holy Days.
The Holy Day that is a shadow of Yeshua's RESURRECTION is the THIRD Holy Day,
the Day of the Omer Wave Offering (Leviticus 23)! The offering of the barley sheaves
on the day after the first day of unleavened bread is a prophetic picture of the resurrection
of the Messiah.
C. Jonah, who was in the belly of a great fish, should have been dead. But on the THIRD
day he came forth ALIVE! Truly, death was swallowed in victory!
D. The Akeida (binding of Isaac) found in Genesis 22—Abraham was supposed to offer
Isaac as an olah (whole burnt offering). Although Adonai prevented him from actually
sacrificing Isaac on the THIRD day, the manner in which the Torah relates the story
hints that Isaac died and was RESURRECTED. That's why Hebrews 11:17-19 records
that Abraham received Isaac from the dead through RESURRECTION figuratively!
Pictures of resurrection or life from the dead and the number three are the most important
themes you should begin to look for as you read the Torah. If you are not convinced of
this, please read Parashat Metzora where I demonstrate this principle extensively.
So what does all of this have to do with the story of Tamar? Well, Judah had three (hint)
sons named Er, Onan, and Shelah. He gave Tamar to Er as a wife; however, Er died because
of his own sins. It was the practice then for the living brother to marry his deceased brother’s
wife if he died without any heirs. So Tamar was given to Onan as a wife. Onan also died an
early death due to his own sins. In his mind, Judah felt that Tamar was causing the deaths of
his sons, so he didn’t give his youngest son, Shelah, to Tamar as a husband, fearing that he
too would die. In fact, Judaism has a name for Tamar. She was an isha katlanit—a deadly
(hint) woman. Tamar wanted to raise up seed in Er’s name. Seeing that Judah would not
give Shelah to her as a husband, she disguised herself as a harlot and had relations with
Judah, who didn’t know the harlot he slept with was his daughter-in-law! In Genesis 38, it
states that after three months (hint) Judah found out that Tamar was pregnant. He demanded
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that she be burned to death (hint) for being a harlot. However, she had taken his signet, cord
and staff as surety when they had relations. She produced these as evidence that Judah was
the father of the expectant child. Whereupon Judah realized that she had been more
righteous than he. She simply wanted to raise up seed in Er’s name. Since Judah was
withholding his last son, she felt compelled to deceive him into impregnating her. Thus, she
was not a deadly woman. She actually burst forth with life from her womb! She went on to
give birth to twins named Perez and Zerah. Do you see the sign of the Messiah in this
story?36 So, what is the Messianic significance? Read Matthew 1:3. Thus, we see that her
child, Perez, is listed as an ancestor of the Messiah!!! The story of Tamar is important
because it teaches us concerning the lineage of the Messiah!
A. Since the Torah has very emphatically connected Rachav and Tamar, should we not
expect that it is for a reason? I suggest to you that they are linked because the Torah
wants us to realize that just as the story of Tamar taught us about the Messiah, so will the
story of Rachav! In other words, Tamar's story is of Messianic significance. Rachav's
story is strongly thematically linked to Tamar's. Therefore, Rachav's story is probably
Messianic. Let's see how. Remember, we are looking for the theme of deliverance from
death unto life and the number three.
B. What was supposed to happen to Rachav along with all of the other inhabitants of
Jericho?37 That’s right! According to Hebrews 11:31, Rachav did not perish—although
she should have. Did you see any threes in this story?38 This is the Sign of the Messiah,
and we know that Rachav’s story will have Messianic significance. So what is its
Messianic significance? Think of the strong connection with the story of Tamar and the
means by which Tamar’s story had Messianic significance. Got it? Read Matthew 1:5.
As you can see, Rachav became an ancestress of the Messiah!!! Absolutely amazing!
C. We have seen two examples of women whose lives had Messianic significance. Both of
them were linked through the theme of prostitution39. Can you think of another woman
in the Tanakh who was an ancestress of the Messiah as an indirect result of a less than
ideal sexual union?40 That’s right. David had an illicit union with Bathsheba, who was
married to another man. Although the child who resulted from this union died,
Bathsheba went on to marry David and become the mother of King Solomon. As you
can see, all three of these women were ancestors of the Messiah.
IV. Now that you understand the Messianic significance of the lives of Tamar and Rachav,
can you think of a particular demographic group of people Yeshua seemed to be more
than willing to minister to?41 That’s right. Whether it was the Samaritan woman at the
well (John 4), the woman caught in adultery (John 8), or the woman who anointed
Yeshua’s feet—possibly a prostitute (Luke 7), Yeshua always made time to minister to
them, forgiving their sins and turning them from their lives of sin. Thus it seems that
whether we are talking about the “Old Testament” or “New Testament,” Adonai has a
heart for women caught in the cycle of prostitution/adultery. His is a heart of forgiveness
and restoration.

Moses, a Picture of the Messiah
I.

Read Numbers 14:11-25. Doesn’t this story look very familiar?42 What are some of the
more obvious common themes between this story and the story of the sin of the golden
calf?43 Obviously, they both teach us the same thing. In Parashat Ki Tissa, we noted the

Page 14 of 19

following Messianic significance to Moses’ actions, which apply here also. In Exodus 32:134:10, we learned that Am Yisrael had broken the covenant of Sinai. It was over. Adonai’s
presence left the camp as He pondered destroying them. Furthermore, we learned after
Moses’ intercession, another (second) covenant was cut. However, the second covenant was
based on a different set of Adonai’s attributes than the first. The second covenant was
characterized by grace and an abundance of kindness and truth (Exodus 34:6)! Moses
interceded for Am Yisrael three times. Apart from Moses’ intercession, Am Yisrael would
have been destroyed, but they were given life. This story taught us that Moses was a type or
shadow of the Messiah. We know this because the Torah teaches us that the theme of
deliverance from death coupled with the number three is a sign of Messianic significance.
Moses specifically appealed to Adonai’s attributes of Mercy and Grace as the basis of
forgiveness for Am Yisrael’s sin.
A. In summary, Adonai had to make two covenants with Israel. The first covenant was
based on His attributes of judgment. After Am Yisrael broke that covenant, He cut a
New Covenant with them based on His attributes of mercy, grace and forgiveness! This
is a shadow of two major covenants; 1) the Mosaic covenant at Sinai and 2) the New
Covenant instituted by Yeshua! Now, read John 1:16-17:
16

And of His fullness we have all received, and grace for grace. 17For the law was
given through Moses, grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.
Do the words grace and truth look familiar? Yes they do. They are the very basis for the
covenant made in Exodus 34! There are many today who would say that there was no
grace in the Torah. That’s not true. Grace and truth were clearly expressed in the Mosaic
covenant. If they hadn’t, Am Yisrael would have been destroyed! Never let anyone tell
you that grace and truth didn’t come until Yeshua. The difference is that Yeshua is the
source of the grace and truth in the Old Covenant and in the New Covenant. In other
words, the attributes of Exodus 34 find their fullest expression through Yeshua.
Therefore, grace and truth were not alien to the Old Covenant, but their fullest expression
is through Yeshua, the goal of the Torah.
B. Above we noted that the sealing of the Mosaic covenant twice was a picture of the need
for the New Covenant. The second sealing of the Mosaic covenant was only possible
through the intercession of Moses who was able to secure the covenant based on
Adonai’s abundance of grace, mercy and truth. Based on that analysis I said that
Moses’ actions were prophetic of the ministry of Yeshua in the New Covenant.
C. Moses’ actions are a perfect picture of the work of Messiah in the new (renewed)
covenant! Look at Hebrews 4:14-16:
14

Seeing then that we have a great High Priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the
Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 15For we do not have a High Priest who cannot
sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin. 16Let us
therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in
time of need (Hebrews 4:14-16, emphasis mine).

D. Notice that in the New Covenant, Yeshua’s ministry is one of intercession (a great High
Priest). Was not Moses ministering as a priest through his intercession? Secondly, notice
that Yeshua’s intercession is the key to unlocking the grace and mercy from Adonai! The
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thematic connections are very obvious. Just as Moses secured grace and mercy from
Adonai through his intercession for a New Covenant with Am Yisrael, so too, through
Yeshua’s intercession, we receive grace and mercy from Adonai as part of the Renewed
Covenant!
In summary, Moses’ intercession after the sin of the spies is yet another example of an
appeal to the Mercy and Grace inherent within the covenant of Mount Sinai! That’s
right. Grace and Mercy in the Torah! Note how Moses appeals to Adonai’s grace and
mercy as the basis for forgiving their sin after the incident with the spies (Numbers
14:17-19).

Adonai’s Heart For the Non-Israelite
I.

We saw how the theme of prostitution connected the stories of Rachav and Tamar. Let’s
examine another theme that connects them, their status as non-Israelites. Neither of them
were blood descendants of Abraham, yet Adonai graciously grafted them into Am Yisrael.
Can you think of another person thematically linked to Tamar and Rachav through their nonIsraelite status who went on to become an ancestor of the Messiah?44 That’s right. Ruth
married Boaz (Matthew 1:5) who was the son of Rachav and Salmon. Therefore, we see that
Ruth, Tamar and Rachav—all thematically connected through their non-Israelite status—
were all ancestors of the Messiah!
A. The gathering of non-Israelites into the commonwealth of Israel has always been
Adonai’s heart. The stories of Tamar, Ruth and Rachav are pictures of what He wants to
perform amongst the non-Israelites of the world! Remember, He chose Am Yisrael to be
a light to the nations so that they could lead all nations to repentance and faith in the one
and only true Elohim (God). Read Genesis 12:5. Although the NKJV states that Abram
brought with him the, “the people whom they had acquired,” a literal translation would
be, “the souls that they had made.” What does the Torah mean by this? The rabbis teach
(and I agree with them) that the souls Abram “made” were Gentiles who became
proselytes to the faith of Abram.45 Note how Abram brought these Gentiles out of his
homeland with him to the Promised Land. Can you think a Scripture from the account of
the Exodus, thematically related to this concept, yet on a national level?46 Do you see the
connection? Just as Abram brought with him numerous former pagans to Eretz Yisrael
(the land of Israel), so likewise numerous peoples from the nations accompanied Am
Yisrael to the Promised Land! Remember, the Torah teaches that the lives of the
Patriarchs are prophetic glimpses into future events of their descendants. Therefore, we
can see that Genesis 12:5 is a prophetic act that perfectly pictures how at a future date,
Abram’s descendants will also bring numerous peoples with them to worship the one and
only true Elohim in Eretz Yisrael!
B. In Numbers 15:14-16, the Torah informs us that there is one Torah for all who follow the
Elohim of Yisrael, whether you are a blood-born Israelite or a proselyte! There are not
two separate sets of laws. Judaism would have you believe that they are to follow the
Torah, while we Gentiles should follow the “seven Noachide laws.” This does not line
up with Scripture. Furthermore, Christianity informs us that the Torah was for the
“Jews.” We’re now “under grace,” goes the mantra. This also is erroneous. There is one
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faith. It’s always been that way and it will always be. This faith began in Genesis and it
extends to Revelation. Most simply aren’t aware that Adonai didn’t make these
distinctions in the Torah. Read Isaiah 56:3-7. Isaiah is quite emphatic that the nonIsraelite not think that he is different from the Israelite. Based on this passage, did
Adonai expect converts from the nations to keep Shabbat?47
C. Here’s the bottom line. When a non-Israelite joins with Israel to worship the God of the
Hebrews, that person is supposed to have the heart of Ruth, who said:
"Entreat me not to leave you,
Or to turn back from following after you;
For wherever you go, I will go;
And wherever you lodge, I will lodge;
Your people shall be my people,
And your God, my God.
17
Where you die, I will die,
And there will I be buried.
The LORD do so to me, and more also,
If anything but death parts you and me (Ruth 1:16-17)."

May Adonai hasten the day when all non-Jewish believers say (with conviction), May
YHVH do so to me, and more also, if anything but death separates me (the non-Jewish
believer) from you (our Jewish brothers)!

Fun For the Whole Family!
Okay, time to show what you’ve learned. Word searches and crossword puzzles are
available for you to test your understanding. The word search for adults (and older
children) consists of 20-30 words taken from this week’s sidra (portion). Some of the
words may be common Hebrew words or English phrases. The crossword puzzle for
adults (and older children) may also contain common Hebrew words or English phrases.
There is also a word search for the little guys! And of course, the answer key is
provided for the crossword puzzle.
Adult and children’s crossword puzzles and word searches are available on Restoration of
Torah’s website: www.restorationoftorah.org. Click on the link entitled, The Weekly
Torah Portion Crossword Puzzles and Word Searches.

Shabbat Shalom!
1

Shabbat is Hebrew for Sabbath.

2

In its most limited form, the Torah comprises the first five books of Moses.

3

Holy Spirit.
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4

The Parashat HaShavuah, or weekly Parashat are the weekly readings from the Torah. Each week, beginning on
the Shabbat, we read specific selections from the Torah, such that we complete the entire Torah each year.
5

Tanakh is the entirety of what is commonly called the Old Testament. It is a Hebrew acronym taken from the three
major divisions of the Tanakh: the Torah, Prophets (Neviim) and Writings (Khetuvim).
6

Brit Chadasha is commonly known as the New Testament Scriptures.

7

This paragraph-like division is called a Parsha (Parshiot, plural).

8

Yes. Joshua sent two spies into Jericho before attacking it.

9

In our Sidra, the Torah goes through great length to identify the men. It gives their names and tribal affiliations
and emphasizes that they represent the nation. In Joshua 2, we are told nothing concerning the identity of the two
men sent. It is shrouded in secrecy.
10

Of course not. For example, in the U.S., the spies and their missions are totally shrouded in secrecy.

11

Sending a smaller number would be more consistent with a military spy mission to prevent detection.

12

In the account in Numbers 13-14 Moses and all the congregation of Israel knew that the spies were being sent. In
the account in Joshua 2, only Joshua knew the spies had been sent. No one else was aware—especially not the
nation.
13

Joshua’s mission was more consistent with a military operation.

14

Only Joshua’s spies act clandestinely/covertly/secretly once they are in their mission field!

15

Moses’ spies reported their findings to the entire nation! Joshua’s spies secretly reported to him alone.

16

Joshua gives a simple military directive—go reconnoiter Jericho. Moses asks them to report on the people and the
land.
17

Samet, Rav Elchanan. “The Sin of the ‘Spies.’” The Israel Koschitzky Virtual Beit Midrash. Yeshivat Har
Etzion, 1997. http://etzion.org.il/en/sin-spies.
18

Ibid.

19

Yes.

20

They rejected it because they were afraid of the engaging the Canaanites in military battle.

21

Yes. Exodus 13:17.

22

Samet.

23

Those twenty years and older are condemned to die in the wilderness, whereas their children must wander in the
desert for 40 years.
24

The Day of Atonement ceremony where one goat dies (equivalent to those above the age of 20) and one was sent
into the desert to bear the guilt (the children who will wander in the desert).
25

In the book of Revelation.
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26

Yes, Caleb was from Judah and Joshua was from Ephraim!

27

Both concern the sending of spies by Am Yisrael.

28

Yes, Yes, Yes!!! This story is remarkably similar to the story of the Passover!!!

29

They teach us that just as Am Yisrael had been delivered from the bondage of Egypt, so likewise, Rachav was
delivered from the bondage of Jericho.
30

The story of Tamar, Judah's daughter-in-law!

31

They are both non-Israelites and they both were involved with prostitution!

32

Tamar hid Judah's signet, cord and staff, whereas Rachav hid the two spies. They were significant because they
were the evidence/proof that prevented them from being destroyed! Both women were saved because of the things
they hid!
33

Yeshua said in John 5:46 that Moses spoke about him. Psalm 40:6-8, speaking of the Messiah said that the book
is written about Him. Paul said that all of the feasts were prophetic shadows of Messiah Yeshua.
34

The thematic connections—at the Messianic level—teach us that Rachav was born again and delivered from the
bondage of sin and death!
35

The book of James is actually the book of Jacob or Ya'acov.

36

Yes. Judah pronounced a death sentence upon her for harlotry. However, his death sentence was commuted and
she was able to obtain life when she proved that she had not played the harlot, but had simply done what she felt
compelled to do in order to ensure that Er’s name was preserved through his seed. This is renewed life as a result of
deliverance from impending death. It is the sign of the Messiah and it is strengthened by the number three (three
sons and it was three months after becoming pregnant that Judah tried to have her burned)!
37

She should have perished along with the rest of the inhabitants of Jericho when Am Yisrael came to attack.
However, through her “Passover” experience, she and her family were delivered from death to life!
38

Yes, the spies stayed three days on the mountain until their pursuers left off chasing them.

39

Nonetheless, Tamar’s actions were actually righteous! Do you know why?

40

Yes, Bathsheba.

41

Yes, He had a heart for prostitutes!

42

Yes, a similar situation occurred after the sin of the golden calf!

43

In both stories 1) Am Yisrael commit a grievous sin, 2) Adonai wants to annihilate Am Yisrael, 3) Moses
intercedes on their behalf and 4) immediate annihilation is stayed.
44

Ruth the Moabitess.

45

Babylonian Talmud, Sanh. 99b.

46

Yes, Exodus 12:38 states that a mixed multitude came out of Egypt with Am Yisrael.

47

Absolutely!
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