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—The Family House of Study—
Examining the Parashat HaShavuah by
Thematic Analysis
Welcome to Mishpachah Beit Midrash, the Family House of Study. Each Shabbat1 we gather in
our home and study the Scriptures, specifically the Torah.2 It’s a fun time of receiving revelation
from the Ruach HaKodesh3. Everyone joins in—adults and children—as we follow the Parashat
HaShavuah4 schedule. We devote ourselves to studying the Torah because the Torah is the
foundation for all of Scripture. Therefore, a thorough understanding of the Torah will help us
more fully understand the rest of the Tanakh5 and the Brit Chadasha.6 Furthermore, as Yeshua
stated Himself, the Torah teaches about Him. So we study the Torah in order to be drawn closer
to Yeshua, the goal of the Torah.
As believers in the Messiah we have discovered the richness of the wisdom of the sages of Israel.
These men, who devoted themselves to the study of the Torah, have left us a rich heritage. Part
of that heritage is a unique method of learning and interpreting the Scriptures. It’s called
thematic analysis. In thematic analysis we search for the underlying theme/topic of each passage
of Scripture. By studying Scriptures related by a common theme, line upon line and precept
upon precept, the Scriptures open up to us in a unique manner that is clearly inspired by the
Ruach HaKodesh. Passages that seemed obscure begin to make sense, and numerous levels of
wisdom and understanding unfold before us.
Thematic analysis of Scripture is based on the following premises. 1) Moses wrote the Torah as
five separate books as the Ruach HaKodesh inspired him. 2) Since Adonai had him separate
those words into five separate books, we surmise that each book has a unique message or theme.
3) Within each book, the words are written with two paragraph-like divisions7 interrupting the
flow of the words. 4) Since Adonai commanded Moshe to separate the individual books into
smaller paragraph-like sections or Parshiot, we surmise that each Parsha was written as a
separate unit because each of those Parshiot is trying to convey a unique thought, theme, concept
or understanding. Therefore, since Adonai inspired these divisions, we think they are VERY
important. We use these God-breathed divisions as the basis of our thematic analysis of
Scripture. Once you begin to interpret the Scriptures thematically, you will immediately SEE
that Adonai wrote His words in a manner consistent with the intent that they be interpreted
thematically.
Here is an example of what the Parsha divisions look like …

Page 2 of 19

s—Parsha Stumah (plural, stumot)—A paragraph-like break inspired by the Ruach HaKodesh,
still preserved on kosher Torah Scrolls, where there are at least nine blank spaces between a
word and the next word, all on the same line of text.

p—Parsha P'tuchah (plural, p'tuchot)—A paragraph-like break inspired by the Ruach HaKodesh,
still preserved on kosher Torah Scrolls, where there are blank spaces extending to the end of a
line of text and the subsequent text does not begin until the next line. (Hebrew is read from right
to left)
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Devarim 16:18-20 s
Devarim 16:21-22 s
Devarim 17:1 s
Devarim 17:2-7 p
Devarim 17:8-13 s
Devarim 17:14-20 s
Devarim 18:1-2 s
Devarim 18:3-5 s
Devarim 18:6-8 s
Devarim 18:9-22 s
Devarim 19:1- 10 p
Devarim 19:11-13 s
Devarim 19:14 s
Devarim 19:15-21 s
Devarim 20:1-9 s
Devarim 20:10-18 s
Devarim 20:19-20 p
Devarim 21:1-9 s

Understanding the Parsha
Devarim 16:18-17:7
Objective—Learn how to 1) interpret the main theme of a Parsha, 2) make thematic connections
to that Parsha and 3) learn how to gain greater understanding of the Parsha under
consideration through its thematic connections to other portions of Scripture.

Understanding the Parsha Breaks
I.

In the introductory teachings you learned that the Torah was written with two paragraph-like
divisions called Parshiot (Parsha, singular). Although each Parsha represents one complete
thematic subject, there is a significant difference in understanding between the two. In
general, a Parsha P’tuchah is used to signal a major change in theme/topic/subject, whereas a
Parsha Stumah is used signal a lesser change in theme/topic/subject.
A. Read Devarim 16:18-17:7. Pay close attention to the Parsha breaks (listed at the
beginning of this lesson) and the subject changes. Note the following outline of the
thematic flow:
•
•
•
•

Devarim 16:18-20 s—The establishment of judges and officers (court system) to
implement righteousness.
Devarim 16:21 s—Prohibition against erecting idolatrous trees.
Devarim 17:1 s—Acceptable offerings.
Devarim 17:2-7 p—The death penalty for idolaters.

Upon first reading, the Parsha breaks may seem somewhat erratic. Note how some
Parshiot are only one verse long! What are we to make of these strange markings? Well,
as stated before, Adonai inspired these divisions; therefore, they’re important. These
divisions are the basis for many of the Torah’s teachings. Since we know that 1) a Parsha
Stumah normally only signals a small change in subject and 2) a Parsha P’tuchah signals
a major change in subject, we should surmise that Devarim 16:18-17:7 may have one
unified theme, even though there appears to be a digression in their flow. Let’s examine
this more closely.
B. Read the outline above and take note of its general flow. The theme of Devarim 16:1820 pertains to righteousness and judgment. The theme of Devarim 17:2-7 also pertains to
righteous judgment. Right? This is evidence to support my assertion that Devarim
16:18-17:7 has a complete unified theme even though there seem to be digressions within
it. Moses started off talking about righteousness and judgment (Devarim 16:18-20) and
ended speaking about righteous judgment. But what about the two Parshiot between
them. They sort of digress, shall we say. We’ve seen how the two “outer” Parshiot are
thematically related through the theme of judgment. Could these two “inner” Parshiot be
thematically related? If so, how?8 That’s right. The flow seems to look like this:
•
•

Devarim 16:18-20 s—Judgment and Righteousness.
Devarim 16:21 s—Altar.
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•
•

Devarim 17:1 s—Altar.
Devarim 17:2-7 p—Righteous Judgment.

Of what type of literary structure does this generic outline remind you?9 Remember, the
Torah uses its own literary techniques, which we would do well to understand. These
Parshiot are organized as a chiastic structure. We’ve seen this many times before. A
chiastic structure is essentially a thematic method of organizing the narratives of the
Torah. A chiastic structure is a pattern organized as follows. Generally, a story is
divided into two halves. The themes of the first half of the literary unit are repeated in
the second half of the unit in reverse order. Furthermore, both halves of the story point
to the central axis, the most important element in the narrative. Let’s apply this to our
Parshiot, by carefully dividing them thematically. Then we’ll examine it to see the
beautiful pattern.
A) Devarim 16:18-20—Appointment of judges and officers to pursue righteousness.
B) Devarim 16:21—Prohibition against setting up trees near the altar.
C) Devarim 17:1—Acceptable offerings (sacrifices).
B1) Devarim 17:2-3—The idolater.
A1) Devarim 17:4-7—Conviction and execution of the idolater.
C. Compare A and A1. What is the thematic connection between them?10
D. Compare B and B1. What is the thematic connection between them?11
E. As we view this chiastic structure, we are immediately drawn to the central axis, C. As
I’ve stated, the central axis is the most important part of the chiastic structure. The two
halves of the story always depend upon the central axis. Therefore, the question becomes
this, “What do acceptable offerings have to do with the two halves of the chiastic
structure?”
1. First, let’s note the key words in this chiastic structure. Obviously, righteousness is
one key word because it is the theme of the two halves of the chiastic structure. The
other key word is offering, which is found in the central axis. Therefore, the Torah
has taught us that there is a thematic connection between righteousness and offerings.
In order to make the thematic connection, let’s cheat by noting how the prophets
often connected righteousness and sacrifice. Read Psalm 51:16-19. How is this
passage thematically related to the chiastic structure?12 Based on the thematic
connection between Psalm 51:16-19 and our chiastic structure, what lesson can we
say the chiastic structure is trying to teach?13 That’s right! The chiastic structure is
the Torah’s “language” for teaching what is found in Psalm 51:16-19! Remember,
chiastic structures are not just literary fluff. Adonai arranged His Words in these
chiastic structures to teach us deeper spiritual truths. Our job is to learn the Torah’s
language (e.g., chiastic structures) and then apply our knowledge so that we can gain
all the wisdom He has for us. This concept, that offerings/sacrifices are only
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acceptable within the context of righteous living on the part of the one making the
offering, is a fundamental message of the prophets.
2. Read Malachi 3:2-3. How is Malachi 3:3 thematically related to our chiastic
structure?14 Other verses that teach this relationship are Devarim 33:19, and Psalm
4:5. Read Proverbs 21:3. What are the three subjects of this verse?15 How are they
related to the chiastic structure?16 Note how the concepts of justice as well as
righteousness in Proverbs 21:3 are thematically related to our Parsha! Also, in Isaiah
1:26, note the result of the restoration of judges? Jerusalem will be called a City of
Righteousness!
In summary, the message of the chiastic structure is this: The acceptable
sacrifice/offering is the one made in righteousness. The chiastic structure is the literary
device the Torah uses to teach this. Lastly, we can see once again that oftentimes there is
one overall theme between each Parsha P’tuchah, even though there may be numerous
Parsha Stumah’s between them. This was such an example. There were three Parsha
Stumahs before the final Parsha P’tuchah. One may have been tempted to analyze these
Parshiot separately. Especially considering the seemingly major topic change between
Devarim 16:18-20 s (the establishment of judges and courts to implement
righteousness) and Devarim 16:21 s (the prohibition against erecting idolatrous trees).
However, by analyzing each Parsha thematically and connecting them thematically, we
discovered a chiastic structure that clearly tied each Parsha to each other as one complete
unit. This chiastic structure, which utilized seemingly unrelated Parshiot, blossomed into
a teaching concerning a foundational topic (righteousness as a prerequisite for sacrifice)
echoed by the prophets.

Searching the Parshiot
Objective—Learn how to 1) uncover the theme of a passage, 2) relate it to other passages and 3)
gain new insight on how to interpret the original passage based on its thematic connection to
those other passages.

A Nation of Righteousness
I.

Let’s continue our study of the Parsha Devarim 16:18-17:7. In context, we know that Am
Yisrael is about to enter the Promised Land and settle it. Moses will soon die, and is,
therefore, teaching them the most important doctrines they will need upon entering the land.
This Parsha has emphasized the importance of righteousness within Eretz Yisrael (the land of
Israel). Therefore, we know that Moses thinks righteousness will be a very important
characteristic for the new nation. Can you make a thematic connection between the concept
of a righteous nation and the calling of Abraham?17 Read Genesis 18:16-20. Pay close
attention to Genesis 18:19. As you can see, the Holy One’s purpose in calling Abraham was
to establish through him a nation characterized by righteousness and justice. In fact, Genesis
18:19 clearly states that it is through these two virtues that the Holy One will be able to cause
Am Yisrael to be a blessing to all the nations of the earth! The idea that Am Yisrael will be a
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nation of righteousness and justice (remember Malachi 3:3) was on the heart of the Holy One
from the moment He called our Father Abraham to follow him.

Why a Nation of Righteousness?
I.

II.
III.

IV.

Read Genesis 18:1-19:38. Note that there are no other parsha divisions in this story!
A. What does the fact that Genesis 18:1-19:38 is one complete Parsha tell us concerning the
entire content of this parsha?18
B. How many stories or topics are in this parsha?19 At first glance do they appear to be
unrelated stories?20
C. Even though they seem to be independent stories/topics, what is the significance that they
appear within the same parsha?21
What theme, words, subject, etc. (thematic connection), is common to both stories?22
A. Discuss how this common theme relates to both stories.23
So far we have not noted any actual textual evidence that the two stories are related. We
have simply deduced that they are related since they are part of the same Parsha. What we
really need is explicit textual evidence thematically linking the two stories. In order to make
the thematic connection between the story of the promise of a child and the destruction of
Sodom clearer, let's see if we can determine if there are any verses that connect the two
stories. Read B’reishit 18:17-19.
A. Now explain how these verses thematically link the story of the promise of a son to the
destruction of Sodom.24 There you have it. Concrete textual evidence linking the two
stories! What reason does Adonai give for deciding to tell Avraham what He’s about to
do?25 Please note Adonai's reasoning. Abraham's descendants will become a great
nation AND as a nation, his descendants will bless other nations AND the future nation
will be characterized by righteousness and justice (which, by the way is thematically
related to the Devarim 16:18-17:7, the reason why we're studying this story—in case
you're lost ☺).
B. Why does Torah make this thematic connection between these two stories?26
C. Now read Genesis 18:19. This verse tells us that there is a prerequisite that must be met
BEFORE Adonai can "bring upon Abraham all that which He had spoken to him." What
was "all that which He had spoken to him?" It was the promise that Abraham's
descendants would bless all other nations. So what was the prerequisite that needed to be
met before Adonai could cause all nations to be blessed by Abraham's descendants?27
The Torah now proceeds to show us how Abraham tries to save Sodom! Thematically, what
is the one word that describes Abraham's actions as he tried to save Sodom?28
A. What is the basis for Avraham asking Adonai not to destroy Sodom?29
B. Knowing that Adonai’s will is that all come to repentance, why would he not destroy a
nation for the sake of the righteous within it? Let's take inventory. Abraham, one man,
tried to save one nation, Sodom, by interceding for them. We know that Abraham was
righteous. Furthermore, we know that he was definitely trying to be a blessing to Sodom.
Do you see where I'm going? Now note the thematic parallel here. Adonai's plan is that
the righteous nation made of Abraham's descendants would be a blessing to all nations
just as Abraham was trying to be a blessing to Sodom! Wow!
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V.

C. You have just seen another example of how actions of the Patriarchs are prophetic
foreshadows of future events in the lives of their descendants! The story of righteous
Abraham trying to be a blessing by interceding for Sodom is a foreshadowing of how the
future nation of Israel will be a blessing to all nations of the earth. Through the righteous
nation of Israel, Adonai wants to save other nations! That's the connection.
Wrapping up the thematic connection between the two seemingly unrelated stories (the
promise of the birth of Isaac and the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah) of our parsha:
A. Adonai plans to make Avraham into a great nation. This nation is destined to become
one that represents the one and only true Elohim (God) to all other nations. They are to
be a nation that practices righteousness and justice. In this manner they will be a blessing
to all nations, showing them true righteousness and justice so that they can perform
proper teshuvah (repentance) and not need to suffer divine judgment (remember the flood
and the generation of the tower of Babel). The other nations will perform teshuvah as a
result of the example of righteousness and justice found in Israel and their intercession
on behalf of those nations (remember how Jonah saved Ninevah). In order to impress
upon Avraham Avinu (Abraham, our Father) the scope and gravity of his calling, He
gave Avraham a chance to see what would happen to mankind (the judgment of Sodom
and Gomorrah) without the positive influence of a nation characterized by righteousness
and justice. This real-life example will serve to motivate Avraham to fulfill his calling to
be the father of such a nation. This interpretation helps to explain how these two
seemingly unrelated stories are truly related. Their juxtaposition in a common parsha
helps us to make the connection.

The Four Offices of Leadership
I.

II.

This week’s sidra focuses on some of the roles of Am Yisrael’s national leaders. Read
Devarim 16:18-17:13. Which national leadership role is taught in these passages?30 Read
Devarim 17:14-20. Which national leadership role is taught in these passages?31 Read
Devarim 18:9-22. Which national leadership role is taught in these passages?32 Read
Devarim 19:1-21:9. Who is the most prominent person in these chapters?33 How are these
four passages of Scripture thematically related?34
Read Devarim 18:9-22. What is the general theme of Devarim 18:9-14?35 Now read
Devarim 18:15-22 and explain how these two passages are thematically related?36 What
rationale does the Holy One give for providing Am Yisrael with a prophet?37 You may recall
that when the Torah was given (Matan Torah, the giving of the Torah) the people thought
they would die from hearing the audible voice of Adonai (Exodus 20:15-18). In accordance
with their words, the Holy One spoke to Moses, who then relayed the words to the people.
Now we see that Adonai intends to use this arrangement to continue to speak to Am Yisrael
in future times.

Instructions to Atone For Unsolved Murders
I.

Read Devarim 21:1-9. We have seen that Adonai is extremely concerned that ALL spilled
blood is atoned for. After reading this passage, I noted some of the following important
words and phrases:
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Unsolved Murder
Corpse
Heifer
A harsh valley that cannot be worked or sown
Death of the heifer
Involvement of Priests and Elders
Washing of hands
Atonement
The closest city

Whenever we read a passage like this, we immediately begin to wonder, "What in the world
is this all about?" Well guess what? I'm thinking that at this very moment.☺ Although I'm
confused, I know that thematic analysis is the key to understanding this passage. I may not
get all of the revelation now; however, analyzing this passage thematically will 1) put us on
the right track, and 2) lay the proper foundation for gaining a greater understanding later.
A. In order to understand this passage we need to understand its general theme/subject.
What is the general message you think this passage is trying to convey?38 Okay, this
gives us a start. Can you think of another passage of Scripture thematically related to 1) a
corpse, 2) a heifer, 3) death of a heifer,4) the involvement of priests and 5) atonement?39
Wow! I think we've hit the mark! Whenever someone came into contact with a corpse,
they needed to be cleansed through sprinkling of water containing the ashes of the red
heifer. Previously, we've learned that ALL contact with death must be atoned for. This
ceremony was performed to cleanse the person from their contact with the realm of death.
Obviously, this applies in this passage, since a corpse is present.
B. Can you think of another passage of Scripture thematically related to 1) murder, 2) the
"closest city," 3) involvement of priests and atonement?40 Wow! We can clearly see
allusions to the cities of refuge. What's the thematic connection between our passage
under discussion and cities of refuge involving the words city and close?41 Cities of
refuge were places where an unintentional murderer could flee until the death of the High
Priest. It was the death of the High Priest that atoned for the blood shed by the
unintentional murderer. Now we have a better picture of the instructions found in
Devarim 21:1-9. But wait, there's more.
C. When we studied the cities of refuge we saw clear allusions to Genesis 4 involving the
sin of Cain's murder of Abel. Remember? Read Genesis 4. How did the Holy One
“know” that Abel had been slain?42 Explain two ways Genesis 4:11-14 is thematically
connected to the discussion of cities of refuge.43 How is Genesis 4:15 thematically
connected to the discussion of cities of refuge?44 As you can see, thematic analysis has
allowed us to see an important teaching. The themes are consistent, clear and easy to see.
The instructions pertaining to unintentional death have roots that reach all the way back
to Genesis 4! Now let's see how Genesis 4 has clear thematic connections to Devarim
21:1-9. Whose responsibility was it to secure atonement for the corpse that was found?45
How is this thematically related to the story of Cain and Abel?46 Concerning the place
described as, "a harsh valley that cannot be worked or sown," how is the passage in
Genesis 4 thematically related to Devarim 21:1-9?47 As you can see, Genesis 4 contains
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most of the elements taught in the passages dealing with the unintentional murders and
unsolved murders. The thematic allusions are clear and strong.
In summary, the instructions in Devarim 21:1-9 are clearly related to 1) cities of refuge,
2) the ashes of the red heifer, and 3) the first murder. The thematic connections to these
other passages help us better understand the purpose of the instructions concerning the
unsolved murder.

Making the Connection Between the Parashat HaShavuah
and the Haftarah
Objective—Learn how to relate Scriptures thematically, thereby learning how to think
Hebraically. Become rooted in the importance of thematic analysis by seeing it in action as you
relate the Torah portion to the Haftarah portion.
The Haftarah reading is found in Isaiah 51:12-52:12. I will list some verses from the Haftarah
reading. Your job will be to relate them thematically to the Parashat HaShavuah reading.
I.

This is a rather difficult Haftarah portion to thematically connect to the sidra (Torah portion).
Can you find at least one thematic connection between the Haftarah reading and this week’s
Torah portion—that's all I could find ☺?48 Read Isaiah 51:16. Isaiah used the phrase, "I
have placed my words in your mouth." This is what happens when a prophet receives
revelation from the Holy One. Many of the prophets said that Adonai had placed His words
in their mouths. This is thematically connected to Devarim 18 where Moses discusses the
institution of prophet.

Messiah in the Parsha
Objective—Learn how the Torah teaches about the life and ministry of Yeshua HaMashiach.
Yeshua said that Moses wrote about Him49. Since the Torah never even mentions the word
Messiah, this section will help you see the Messiah in the Torah. This is primarily done using
thematic analysis and midrash.

The Work of Messiah Yeshua
I.

Earlier, we learned that there were four leadership functions described in this week's sidra
(Torah portion)—judge, king, prophet and priest. I've stated many times before that the
events in the Torah are prophetic. They are pictures of events that will occur in the lives of
the descendants of the Patriarchs. The ultimate descendant of the Patriarchs is Messiah
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II.

III.

IV.

Yeshua and many of the Torah's narratives are glimpses into His redemptive role. Let's look
at these four roles and see how they teach us about the work of the Messiah.
—Judge—
A. Read Malachi 3:1-7. In Understanding the Parsha, we learned that the Holy One was
very much concerned about righteousness, judgment and acceptable offerings. Malachi
3:1-2 states that Adonai will send a messenger to prepare the way before the Lord comes.
We know that this refers to John the Baptist at Yeshua's first coming. Furthermore, we
know that it refers to Elijah at His second coming. But note what will happen when the
Lord comes. Malachi 3:3 states that He will sit as a refiner's fire. What does this mean?
It means that He will purify His people because of His righteous judgment. Note how
this aspect of judgment is taught in Malachi 3:4. Also note that Messiah's judgment will
result in offerings that are acceptable to the Holy One. Is this not exactly what we
learned in Understanding the Parsha through thematic analysis? Furthermore, note how
Malachi 3:5 is thematically related to Devarim 16:18-17:7 and 18:9-14—Messiah will
deal with sorcerers, another form of idolatry.
B. We learned the concept of a righteous judgment through thematic analysis of Devarim
16:18-17:7. Now note how often this theme is applied to the Messiah—Psalm 7:8,11;
9:8; 50:6; 58:11; 72:2; 96:13; 98:9; Isaiah 11:4; Jeremiah 11:20; 2 Timothy 4:8; Acts
17:31 and Hebrews 12:23! Messiah Yeshua is the ultimate judge who will judge the
earth in righteousness.
C. Read Revelation 5:1-6. Why do you think Yeshua was the only one who was worthy to
open the seven seals (OF JUDGMENT)?50 As you can see, the two concepts of
righteousness and judgment meet in the Messiah. In Revelation 5:6, Yeshua is referred to
as a Lamb that had been slain. How does this thematically relate to righteousness and
judgment?51 We know that Messiah Yeshua's offering was acceptable because He was
the sinless Son of Elohim (God).
—King—
A. Read Revelation 19:16. Note that one of the Titles of Yeshua is King of Kings.
B. Do you know which verse from the Tanakh thematically connects the Messiah to
kingship?52
C. What role(s) will Yeshua fulfill at His second coming?53
—Prophet—
A. Read Devarim 18:9-22. Earlier, we noted that when the Torah was given (Matan Torah;
the giving of the Torah), the people thought they would die from hearing the audible
voice of Adonai (Exodus 20:15-18). In accordance with their words, the Holy One spoke
to Moses, who then relayed the words to the people. Deuteronomy 18:9-22 teaches us
that the Holy One plans to use this arrangement to continue to speak to Am Yisrael in
future times.
B. Which portion of Devarim 18:9-22 seems to imply that Moses is speaking about a
succession of many prophets coming to Am Yisrael?54 These verses seem to imply that
there may be more than one prophet who will be sent to Am Yisrael. However, which
portion of Devarim 18:9-22 seems to imply that Moses is speaking about one particular
prophet?55 How does Moses describe the prophet who is to come?
•
•

He will be an Israelite.
He will be like Moses.
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•
•

He will speak the Holy One’s words to Am Yisrael.
Adonai will hold everyone accountable to the words that prophet speaks.

This is one of those rare passages in the Torah where Moses gives an explicit promise
concerning the Messiah. For the most part, we have seen the Messiah through midrash
and foreshadows. Therefore, this passage is very important. Throughout this Torah
series, we have seen numerous times how that prophet (whom we know to be Messiah
Yeshua) will be like Moses. We have seen many, many parallels between the life of
Moses and Yeshua. I'd like to posit that Moses' statement that The Prophet will be like
him is a veiled prophecy that Moses' entire life is a picture of the Messiah. If you've been
studying with MBM since the book of Exodus, then you know that last statement is true.
C. Of all of the gospel accounts, the book of John seems to be clearly thematically related to
Moses' statements that, "I will place my words in His mouth and He will speak to them
everything that I command Him." Read John 5:18-46 and note how Yeshua points to the
Father as the source of His message. Note John 3:34-34 and John 14:10.
34

For He whom God has sent speaks the words of God, for God does not give the Spirit by
measure. 35The Father loves the Son, and has given all things into His hand. 36He who believes in
the Son has everlasting life; and he who does not believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath
of God abides on him (John 3:32-34).
Do you not believe that I am in the Father, and the Father in Me? The words that I speak to you I
do not speak on My own authority; but the Father who dwells in Me does the works (John 14:10).

D. The one verse in the B'rit Chadasha (New Testament Scriptures) that is most clearly
thematically linked to Devarim 18:9-22 is Hebrews 11:1.
God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the prophets,
2
has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has appointed heir of all things, through
whom also He made the worlds (Hebrews 1:1-2).

V.

E. Note the language of John 1:21, when the priests questioned John the Baptist concerning
his identity. They asked him, "Are you that prophet?" Note, they didn't say are you a
prophet. Why? Because they understood that Devarim 18:9-22 was a prophecy of a
specific prophet, Messiah!
F. Lastly, what role did Yeshua fulfill at His first coming?56
—Priest—
A. Let us return again to our principle that events in the lives of the Patriarchs are prophetic
foreshadows of future events in the lives of their descendants. In Searching the Parsha,
we learned that Am Yisrael was chosen to be a nation of righteousness so that they could
be a blessing to all people. That story taught us that without the influence of such a
righteous nation in the world, nations such as Sodom would be doomed to destruction.
We saw that Abraham's act of intercession on behalf of Sodom was a prophetic picture of
the future role of Am Yisrael as a source of redemption to the rest of the nations of the
world. Elsewhere, I noted that sometimes the acts of the Patriarchs were foreshadows of
their ultimate descendant, the Messiah. Therefore, let's see if we can get a glimpse of the
role of the Messiah through the story of Abraham and Sodom.
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VI.

1. On the one hand, we saw that Abraham was a picture of Am Yisrael, whereas Sodom
was a picture of all other nations doomed to sin and corruption. We noted that Am
Yisrael would be a blessing through their intercession on behalf of other nations just
as Abraham was trying to intercede for Sodom. However, in order to fulfill that
calling, they needed to be a nation characterized by righteousness and justice. Note
the importance of righteousness and intercession!
2. Now let's apply this to Messiah Yeshua. In our Messianic midrash, Abraham is now
a picture of Yeshua, the ultimate Israel. To help you see the picture, when one
intercedes, in which leadership role are they functioning?57 Therefore, Abraham was
functioning as a priest on behalf of Sodom. Now it's your job to explain how Abram's
actions were a prophetic shadow of the work of the Messiah.58
3. How is the concept of righteousness thematically related to Messiah Yeshua?59 Why
is it important for the priest to be righteous?60 Through Yeshua's righteousness, He
was able to offer His sinless blood for the covering of the sins of the world. In this
manner, His righteousness makes His intercession most effective.
In Searching the Parsha, we discovered that the instructions in Devarim 21:1-9 are
thematically related to 1) cities of refuge and 2) the ashes of the red heifer. In previous
studies, we clearly saw the following:
•

•
•

All of us have unintentionally killed someone. His Name is Yeshua. Our sins were the
reason why He had to die and He is our City of Refuge. As long as we seek asylum and
refuge in Him, we will have life!
The ashes of the red heifer teach us the following. The blood and water that flowed from
Yeshua's side cleanses us from the death caused by our sins.
The Shabbat (Sabbath) is a picture of the finished work of the Messiah. He secured
salvation for us. We did nothing to earn redemption/salvation. It was totally a work of
the Messiah. We simply enter in through faith.

We know that the instructions concerning 1) the City of Refuge and 2) the ashes of the red
heifer have Messianic significance. Furthermore, we now know that the instructions
concerning the unsolved murder are thematically linked to two instructions that bear
Messianic significance. Therefore, we should easily conclude that the instructions
concerning the unsolved murder contain Messianic significance. ☺
A. How is the story of the unsolved murder thematically connected to Shabbat?61
B. How is the story of the unsolved murder thematically connected to the ashes of the red
heifer?62
C. How is the story of the unsolved murder thematically connected to Cities of Refuge?63
D. The specific teaching of the Messiah in this passage is thus: The heifer is slain in a field
that cannot be sown or worked in. The shed blood of the heifer is the means by which
atonement was secured. Since we know that the instructions of the red heifer teach us
how the Messiah's blood and water cleanse us from death, these instructions teach us that
atonement for "unsolved murders"64 is obtained through the death of the innocent heifer.
The death of the heifer provides life and blessing for Am Yisrael. The allusions to
Shabbat also teach us that the heifer's death is an allusion to the work of the Messiah.
E. Lastly, when does Yeshua function as our High Priest?65
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The House That Jacob Promised to Build
I.

Last week we saw how Genesis 28:10-22 was thematically connected to the Temple in
Jerusalem through the concept of HaMaqom (the place). We saw that Jacob's vow to build a
house for Elohim at a place called HaMaqom was a prophetic foreshadow of how Am
Yisrael would one day build the Temple in HaMaqom—none other than Mount Moriah in
Jerusalem. Once again, we saw the principle that the lives of the Patriarchs are prophetic
foreshadows of future events in the lives of their descendants. This week, let's see if we can
ascertain Messianic significance in this event.
A. Read Genesis 28:13-22. On what was Jacob sleeping?66 What two things did Jacob do to
the stone?67 What vow did Jacob make concerning the stone/pillar?68
B. I've already hinted to you that this story has Messianic significance. Do you see it yet?
Can you think of a place in the B'rit Chadasha where Yeshua makes a vow concerning a

☺

stone
? If you guessed Matthew 16:13-20, then You've Got It! Please note the
following awesome, clear, thematic connections between Jacob's vow and Yeshua's vow.
•
•
•

Both of them make a vow!
Both vows concern a rock!
Both vow to build the House of God on the rock!

Is this a mere coincidence? Well, if you've studied with MBM for a while, you know that
it's not. Jacob's actions were prophetic of Am Yisrael—building the Temple—and of
Yeshua building His Temple—the Kehillah. The word translated, church, in most
English versions of the Bible, is a gross mistranslation of the Greek word, ekklesia,
which means congregation. In Hebrew, Yeshua would have said kehillah. We know
that the Messianic Temple now consists of the bodies of those called-out ones who've
joined themselves to Messiah Yeshua. Remember Jacob's anointing of the rock with oil?
Of what could that be a picture?69 Truly, Moses was the greatest prophet of Messiah
Yeshua, even though he never even mentioned the word Messiah!

Fun For the Whole Family!
Okay, time to show what you’ve learned. Word searches and crossword puzzles are
available for you to test your understanding. The word search for adults (and older
children) consists of 20-30 words taken from this week’s sidra (portion). Some of the
words may be common Hebrew words or English phrases. The crossword puzzle for
adults (and older children) may also contain common Hebrew words or English phrases.
There is also a word search for the little guys! And of course, the answer key is
provided for the crossword puzzle.
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Adult and children’s crossword puzzles and word searches are available on Restoration of
Torah’s website: www.restorationoftorah.org. Click on the link entitled, The Weekly
Torah Portion Crossword Puzzles and Word Searches.

Shabbat Shalom!

1

Shabbat is Hebrew for Sabbath.

2

In its most limited form, the Torah comprises the first five books of Moses.

3

Holy Spirit.

4

The Parashat HaShavuah, or weekly Parashat, are the weekly readings from the Torah. Each week, beginning on
the Shabbat, we read specific selections from the Torah, such that we complete the entire Torah each year.
5

Tanakh is the entirety of what is commonly called the Old Testament. It is a Hebrew acronym taken from the three
major divisions of the Tanakh: the Torah, Prophets (Neviim) and Writings (Khetuvim).
6

Brit Chadasha is commonly known as the New Testament Scriptures.

7

This paragraph-like division is called a Parsha (Parshiot, plural).

8

Yes, they are thematically related. They are thematically connected because they both pertain to the altar.

9

A chiastic structure.

10

In A, Adonai commands Am Yisrael to appoint judges and officers for the purpose of ensuring righteous
judgments. The emphasis is on ensuring that judgment isn’t perverted. A1 is thematically connected to A because it
shows the judges and officers (spoken of in A) in action as they ensure righteousness within Eretz Yisrael by
convicting an idolater. Secondly, the principle of the necessity of two witnesses for capital punishment is a measure
that was implemented to ensure righteous judgment. It was implemented to minimize abuse, just as Moses stated in
A.
11

Both B and B1 are connected by the theme of idolatry! In B, Moses spoke of an idolatrous practice. In B1, he
spoke of an idolater.
12

Both passages speak of the acceptable offering. They both answer the following question, “Which offering is the
acceptable offering to the Holy One?”
13

Through the chiastic structure we are taught that an acceptable offering (central axis) can only be made within the
context of righteousness (two halves of the story).
14

Malachi 3:3 teaches us that the Messiah will purify or purge unrighteousness from the sons of Levi SO THAT
they can offer acceptable sacrifices, i.e., those offered in righteousness.
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15

Righteousness, justice and sacrifice.

16

They show that righteousness and justice are the goal of the Torah, not just a sacrifice devoid of righteousness and
justice.
17

Yes. This concept is clearly taught in Genesis 18:16-20.

18

This entire passage of Scripture has one common unique theme.

19

It appears that there are two separate stories—one concerning the promise of a son and another concerning the
destruction of Sodom.
20

Yes.

21

Without knowing that they are linked together by Adonai in one unit (parsha), one may think they are totally
unrelated stories. Their inclusion into one parsha forces us to realize that there is a common theme that unites them.
22

The angels are present in both stories.

23

In the first story they announce the promise of the son. In the second story they bring judgment upon Sodom and
rescue Lot.
24

In Genesis 18:17, Adonai said, "Shall I hide from Abraham what I'm about to do?" What was He about to do? He
was about to DESTROY SODOM, which is one of the two stories we're trying to link thematically. In Genesis
18:18, Adonai states that the reason He won't conceal what He's about to do is because Abraham will become a great
and mighty nation. How will he become a great and mighty nation? Through the offspring of his promised son,
which is the story we're trying to link thematically to the story of the destruction of Sodom.
25

He confides in Avraham because He’s 1) going to make Avraham’s descendants into a great nation, 2) all nations
will be blessed through him/that nation and 3) Avraham will instruct his family to do works of righteousness and
justice.
26

Because Torah wants us to see that these two stories, (1) the story of the promised son who will be the first step in
starting the nation and (2) the destruction of Sodom, are CLEARLY related.
27

According to Genesis 18:19, Abraham's descendant's needed to be a nation of righteousness and justice BEFORE
Adonai could "bring upon Abraham all that which He had spoken to him."
28

Intercession! He makes intercession on behalf of Sodom.

29

He asks Adonai not to destroy Sodom for the sake of any righteous ones in Sodom.

30

That of judge.

31

That of King.

32

That of Prophet.

33

The Priest.

34

They all pertain to leadership and authority within the nation.

35

Fortune telling, etc.
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36

Devarim 18:9-14 shows us how the nations, obtain information that is humanly impossible to ascertain—through
divination, astrology etc. Devarim 18:15-22 explains how Am Yisrael would receive their information that is
humanly impossible to ascertain—through the prophet.
37

He said that He would provide Am Yisrael with a prophet because it was their suggestion when the Torah was
given.
38

This is yet another procedure implemented by the Holy One to atone for bloodshed in Eretz Yisrael.

39

Yes! The instructions pertaining to the ashes of the red heifer!

40

Yes! The instructions concerning cities of refuge!

41

The unintentional murderer needed to flee to the closest city of refuge. In our passage the elders of the closest city
must take responsibility for the unsolved murder.
42

Because Abel’s blood, which was spilled in the earth/land, cried out to Him.

43

The unintentional killer was exiled from his ancestral homeland. In Genesis 4:11, Cain is exiled from the earth in
that it will no longer yield its strength (harvest) to him. The unintentional killer experienced death by living in a
City of Refuge, away from his ancestral homeland. Cain was to become a wanderer on the earth, with no “ancestral
homeland”.
44

Just as the avenger could potentially kill an unintentional killer, so likewise, Cain fears that someone will kill him
because of his murder of Abel!
45

The elders of the closest city and the priests.

46

When the Holy One questioned Cain concerning Abel's death Cain asked, "Am I my brother's keeper?" This
passage answers that question. Adonai shows us in Devarim 21:1-9 that the elders of the closest city must take
responsibility for ensuring atonement for the death of their brother, even though they didn't actually kill him
themselves.
47

A harsh valley that cannot be worked or sewn is thematically connected to the fact that Cain's punishment was
that the earth would no longer yield its produce to him.
48

Yes. Isaiah 51:16.

49

Yeshua said in John 5:46 that Moses spoke about him. Psalm 40:6-8, speaking of the Messiah said that the book
is written about Him. Paul said that all of the feasts were prophetic shadows of Messiah Yeshua.
50

Because He was the only one who had led a perfectly sinless, RIGHTEOUS life.

51

Through thematic analysis, Devarim 16:18-17:7 taught us that the only acceptable sacrifices were those offered in
righteousness. The offering had to be without blemish.
52

Yes. Micah 5:2.

53

First He will fulfill the role of Judge as he pours out judgment on the ungodly and purifies those who are His, then
He will rule and reign as King over all the earth
.
54
Devarim 18:20-22.
55

Devarim 18:17-19.

Page 18 of 19

56

He fulfilled the role of prophet.

57

Priest.

58

Abraham functioned as a priest, trying to intercede on behalf of sinners in Sodom. So likewise, Yeshua functions
as a priest, interceding on behalf of the sinners of the world.
59

Am Yisrael were supposed to be a nation characterized by righteousness. This was a picture of Yeshua would be
sinless and righteous.
60

Why should Adonai listen to the intercession of Am Yisrael if she is unrighteous? So likewise, Yeshua's
intercession is most effective because Yeshua is righteous.
61

A heifer is killed on a piece of land that cannot be sewn in or worked on.

62

The story of the unsolved murder involves the killing of a heifer.

63

Both instructions involve the phrase, "the closest city." On the one hand, the unintentional killer flees to the
nearest city of refuge. On the other hand, the elders of the city closed to the unsolved murder must make atonement
for the shed blood.
64

I say "unsolved" because they're only unsolved as far as man is concerned. Adonai knows who committed the
murder.
65

He is currently functioning as High Priest, between His first and second advents.

66

A stone.

67

He set it up as a pillar and anointed it with oil.

68

He vowed to make the House of God (Temple) upon/from that stone.

69

The indwelling of Temple of Elohim (our bodies) with the Ruach HaKodesh (Holy Spirit)!
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