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—The Family House of Study—
Examining the Parashat HaShavuah by
Thematic Analysis
Welcome to Mishpachah Beit Midrash, the Family House of Study. Each Shabbat1 we gather in
our home and study the Scriptures, specifically the Torah.2 It’s a fun time of receiving revelation
from the Ruach HaKodesh3. Everyone joins in—adults and children—as we follow the Parashat
HaShavuah4 schedule. We devote ourselves to studying the Torah because the Torah is the
foundation for all of Scripture. Therefore, a thorough understanding of the Torah will help us
more fully understand the rest of the Tanakh5 and the Brit Chadasha.6 Furthermore, as Yeshua
stated Himself, the Torah teaches about Him. So we study the Torah in order to be drawn closer
to Yeshua, the goal of the Torah.
As believers in the Messiah we have discovered the richness of the wisdom of the sages of Israel.
These men, who devoted themselves to the study of the Torah, have left us a rich heritage. Part
of that heritage is a unique method of learning and interpreting the Scriptures. It’s called
thematic analysis. In thematic analysis we search for the underlying theme/topic of each passage
of Scripture. By studying Scriptures related by a common theme, line upon line and precept
upon precept, the Scriptures open up to us in a unique manner that is clearly inspired by the
Ruach HaKodesh. Passages that seemed obscure begin to make sense, and numerous levels of
wisdom and understanding unfold before us.
Thematic analysis of Scripture is based on the following premises. 1) Moses wrote the Torah as
five separate books as the Ruach HaKodesh inspired him. 2) Since Adonai had him separate
those words into five separate books, we surmise that each book has a unique message or theme.
3) Within each book, the words are written with two paragraph-like divisions7 interrupting the
flow of the words. 4) Since Adonai commanded Moshe to separate the individual books into
smaller paragraph-like sections or Parshiot, we surmise that each Parsha was written as a
separate unit because each of those Parshiot is trying to convey a unique thought, theme, concept
or understanding. Therefore, since Adonai inspired these divisions, we think they are VERY
important. We use these God-breathed divisions as the basis of our thematic analysis of
Scripture. Once you begin to interpret the Scriptures thematically, you will immediately SEE
that Adonai wrote His words in a manner consistent with the intent that they be interpreted
thematically.
Here is an example of what the Parsha divisions look like …
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s—Parsha Stumah (plural, stumot)—A paragraph-like break inspired by the Ruach HaKodesh,
still preserved on kosher Torah Scrolls, where there are at least nine blank spaces between a
word and the next word, all on the same line of text.

p—Parsha P'tuchah (plural, p'tuchot)—A paragraph-like break inspired by the Ruach HaKodesh,
still preserved on kosher Torah Scrolls, where there are blank spaces extending to the end of a
line of text and the subsequent text does not begin until the next line. (Hebrew is read from right
to left)
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—Parashat

HaShavuah—

to d . l AT
Toldot
(Generations)

Bereishit 25:19-28:9
(Genesis 25:19-28:9)

•
•
•
•

Genesis 25:19-25:34 p
Genesis 26:1-26:33 s
Genesis 26:34-26:35 s
Genesis 27:1-28:9 s

Understanding the Parsha
Genesis 25:19-34
Objective—Learn how to 1) interpret the main theme of a Parsha, 2) make thematic connections
to that Parsha and 3) learn how to gain greater understanding of the Parsha under
consideration through its thematic connections to other portions of Scripture.

A Story of Contrasts
I.

Read Genesis 25:19-34. What do you think is the primary theme of these verses?8
A. Read Genesis 25:21. Can you think of any thematic connections to this verse?9 That’s
right. Therefore, we know that Rivka’s pregnancy is related to Sarah’s. The root word

, to d . l AT

translated pleaded or entreated is taken from the Hebrew root
, which
denotes abundance. Thus, it seems that Isaac and Rivkah were having difficulties with
conception! According to Genesis 25:20 and 26, it took twenty years for Rivka to
conceive. This explains why Isaac had entered into deep intercession for this event to
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occur. Since Ishmael is a son of Abraham just as Isaac, let’s compare and contrast them
pertaining to their offspring.
1. Read Genesis 25:12-16. Do you see anything in this passage that even hints at
problems with conception? No. In other words, it seems as if those who will bring
forth the mighty nation of Israel must do so with much effort, whereas those without
this calling seem to have children as effortlessly as these verses imply. Hmmm,
interesting. In lieu of the promise given to Abraham in Genesis 12:1-3, do you see a
pattern unfolding here?10
2. This is the second Matriarch who has experienced delays in childbirth. Let’s continue
to keep count as we progress through the Torah.
B. Read Genesis 25:22-24. Have you noticed what was happening within Rivka? Once she
had finally conceived, she then started having difficulties carrying the children. Is this a
mean game Adonai is playing with Abraham and his descendants concerning their great
calling? I think not. We will clear this up in the last section, Messiah in the Parsha.
C. How is Genesis 25:22 thematically related to Genesis 25:21?11 What was Adonai’s
answer to Rivka’s inquiry concerning her difficulties?12 When we studied Parashat
Bereishit, we learned about the Torah’s usage of parallelism and symmetry as literary
techniques. In a parallelism, a fact is stated twice. However, the second statement uses
slightly different words to convey the same thought. For example, read Psalm 33:6.
By the word of the LORD were the heavens made; and all the host of them by the
breath of His mouth. (Psalm 33:6)
Notice the parallelism. The same fact (the Holy One created the heavens by His spoken
word) is conveyed twice using slightly different language. This is parallelism. Notice
the second, or parallel statement, is essentially the same as the first statement. In other
words, the two statements have the same symmetry. Sometimes the Torah will use two
different (and even contrasting) characters in a parallel situation. Then, the Torah will
"break" the symmetry of the parallel situation to teach a significant point. It is the
"breaking" of the symmetry that should grab your attention! Now read Genesis 25:23.
"Two nations are in your womb,
Two peoples shall be separated from your body;
One people shall be stronger than the other,
And the older shall serve the younger."

Note how the first half of the verse contains a parallelism. Both statements are
symmetrical, i.e., each statement essentially states the same information. But notice the
second half. It begins with a statement concerning the relative strength of the two nations
within Rivkah’s womb. And right when we expect another symmetrical statement
concerning the strength of the nations, the Torah informs us that the older will serve the
younger, which has nothing to do with the relative strengths of the two nations. This is
done to emphasize the phrase that breaks the symmetry! The most important point is that
the older will serve the younger. This verse seems to state that although one nation will
be stronger than the other, the stronger nation will serve the weaker. Now that’s
interesting.
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II.

III.

I have stated many times before that the events in the lives of the Patriarchs are prophetic
shadows or pictures of events that will occur in the lives of their descendants in the future.
We know this to be true simply because of the strong thematic connections we have made
between the lives of the Patriarchs and the future events that occurred in the lives of Am
Yisrael (the people of Israel). Now let’s see explicit textual proof for such an assertion.
What was occurring within Rivka during her pregnancy?13 What did the Holy One say was
the significance of their fighting?14 How does this incident relate to the general principle that
the lives of the fathers are prophetic foreshadows of their descendants?15 Prophetically, the
two wrestling babes in Rivkah's womb meant that the children would grow up to father two
separate antagonistic nations. The actions of the two children (in her womb) were a
foreshadowing of what would literally happen to their descendants! Just as they fought
within her, so too would their descendants fight generations later.
A. We are all familiar with the examples of the prophets, how they would prophetically act
out a future event, right? Isaiah 20:1-6 explains how Isaiah walked around barefoot and
naked with his buttocks uncovered. This was an example of how the Egyptians would be
led away captive by the Assyrians. In Ezekiel 4, Ezekial builds a miniature battlefield
and lies on his sides to show Am Yisrael how they would be overcome by their enemies.
In both examples, the prophet acted out a future event. These are explicit prophetic acts.
However, most people are totally unaware of the hidden prophetic acts of the Fathers.
They are rich lessons of prophecy, especially of the Messiah!
The Torah often uses indirect means (implicit versus explicit) to make its points. One way
the Torah does this is to set up a situation of symmetry and then break that symmetry. For
example, in the story of Cain and Abel, the Torah states . . .
Cain brought of the fruits of the ground as an offering to God; and Abel too,
brought from the firstlings of his flock and of their fats… (Genesis 4:3-4)
In these verses, the Torah speaks of Cain’s offering by stating, “Cain brought of the fruits of
the ground as an offering to God.” The Torah then sets out to make a symmetrically similar
statement concerning Abel’s offering by stating, “and Abel . . . brought…” This symmetry
is made more emphatic by adding the words, “ and Abel too brought . . .” In other words, we
expect the Torah to state something like, and Abel too brought of the fruits of . . . Instead, the
symmetry is broken by the phrase, “and Abel too, brought from the firstlings of his flock
and of their fats.” This phrase speaks of the quality of the offering (firstfruits), as well as the
fact that he brought an offering. There is no corresponding statement concerning Cain’s
offering. This break in symmetry is intended to draw our attention to the real difference
between their offerings—the fact that Abel brought the best, his firstfruits; whereas Cain did
not bring his best. Let’s note how this breaking of the symmetry is used several times in the
opening parsha.
A. Read Genesis 25:25-26. Note the opening words of verse 25, “and the first one emerged
. . .” What is stated about Esau?16 Note the opening words of verse 26, “and afterwards
his brother emerged . . .” Based on the first usage of the phrase, “and the first one
emerged,” what do we expect to read concerning Jacob?17 How is the symmetry
broken?18 This is the first difference the Torah wishes to draw between the Jacob and
Esau. Esau is characterized by his fleshly characteristics, whereas Jacob is characterized
by his internal drive, will and desire! As you can see, when we begin to understand the
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Torah's literary techniques, then, and only then, will we be able to learn its simple, yet
profound, wisdom.
1. Read Genesis 25:27. What two things does the Torah state concerning Esau?19 What
two things does the Torah state about Jacob?20 What does the Torah seem to be
trying to describe in both instances?21 By analyzing the two statements attributed to
both men, how is the symmetry of their professions broken?22 What message is the
Torah trying to convey through this lack of symmetry?23
2. The expression, “dwelling in tents,” is an expression used to mean that Jacob was a
shepherd. What kind of thematic connection can we make between Esau (a man of
the field/farmer) and Jacob (the shepherd) and Cain and Abel?24 What is the Torah
trying to teach us by this obvious thematic connection?25 What other natural
difference is there between a man of the hunt and a shepherd?26 Through these
thematic parallels we find that the Torah is trying to convey more than originally
meets the eye.
3. Read Genesis 25:28. How is symmetry broken in this verse?27 What might the Torah
be trying to teach in this instance of breaking symmetry?28 We have now seen three
instances of breaking of symmetry. Through thematic analysis, we see that the Torah
has taught us about the wicked character of Esau (he is equated thematically with
Cain) and the righteous character of Jacob.
In summary, we have seen how an understanding of the literary techniques of the
Torah will help us see more than initially meets the eye. We are "reading between the
lines," so to speak. Thematic analysis is one of the most awesome gifts the Father has
given to us. I thank Father YHVH that he revealed these techniques to my brother
Judah. I also thank Him that Judah has revealed them to me.

Searching the Parshiot
Objective—Learn how to 1) uncover the theme of a passage, 2) relate it to other passages and 3)
gain new insight on how to interpret the original passage based on its thematic connection to
those other passages.

Of Sin and Food
I.

What seems to be the overall intent of these passages? In other words, what is the writer
most likely trying to show to the reader?29 Read Genesis 25:29-33. What was the original
cause for Esau to sell his birthright?30 In other words, one catalyst to Esau losing his
birthright was that he couldn’t control his appetite for food.
A. Can you think of another instance in Scripture where a sin involved the appetite of
eating?31
B. Can you think of another thematic connection between Esau’s hunger and Adam’s hunger
involving something lost as a result of their sins?32
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Comparing Abraham and Isaac
II.

Read Genesis 26:1-5. Why must Isaac go to Gerar?33 Can you think of any Scriptures
thematically related to this?34 Read Genesis 26:9-11. Do Isaac and Rivka’s actions remind
you of any other similar occurrence?35 Now this is interesting. Can you think of any other
thematic connections between Isaac and Abraham? Consider the following:
•
•
•
•

•
•

Both Abraham and Isaac had barren wives, Sarah and Rivkah.
Both Abraham and Isaac experienced a famine in the Promised Land.
Both Abraham and Isaac pretend their wives are their sisters.
Both Abraham's and Isaac's shepherds had disputes and fought with others. Abraham's
shepherds disputed with Lot's servants. Isaac's servants disputed with the shepherds of
Gerar.
Both Abraham and Isaac made a pact with Abimelekh.
Both Abraham and Isaac had two sons, only one of which obtained the blessing of
Genesis 12:1-3!!!

As you can see, their lives are almost identical. Had you ever noticed this before? See how
powerful is thematic analysis? Their lives are so similar that the Midrash ha-Gadol
(Bereishit 26:1) states that, "all that happened to Avraham, happened [also] to Yitzchak."
We will gain an understanding for this phenomenon in Messiah in the Parsha. Do you
already see the significance of these numerous thematic connections? ☺

The Wells Isaac Built
I.

Let’s see how a narrative in the life of our Father Isaac was a prophetic shadow of future
events.
A. Read Genesis 26:1-33, which is one entire Parsha Stumah! What does this fact mean?36
How do the verses in Genesis 26:1-19 describe the relationship between Isaac and his
neighbors?37 What event seemed to begin the bad relationship between Isaac and his
neighbors?38 How do the events in verses Genesis 26:19-21 demonstrate the cause of the
bad relationship?39 Compare and contrast the stories of the wells in Genesis 26:19-22.40
B. After obtaining peace with his neighbors (symbolized by the lack of strife at a well), what
significant event happened to Isaac—Genesis 26:23-25?41 What significant event occurs
between Isaac and Abimelech after building the altar to Adonai?42 Does there seem to be
a connection between the building of the altar (and calling out to Adonai) and the
covenant with Abimelech?43 We learned earlier that “calling out” in the Name of YHVH
refers to making the Name of YHVH known to others! The Ramban expressed this
understanding in his comments on Genesis 12:8, where Abraham is said to have called
out in the Name of YHVH—"... and Avraham would call out there in front of the altar
and make known God's existence to all mankind..." Remember that this is the ultimate
purpose for Am Yisrael. They are to be a model nation leading all other nations to
worship the one and only true Elohim (God)!
C. To help us understand the significance of the events surrounding the well, we need some
extra information. We will learn later that the Holy One will eventually cause His Name
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to dwell in a particular place, HaMaqom (literally, the place). This is the place where
Am Yisrael will worship Him through offerings. We know this will be the Temple in
Jerusalem. Furthermore, one of the key thematic words used to characterize HaMaqom is
rest or shalom. HaMaqom will be a place of rest/peace. Therefore, let’s fast forward to
the time when the Temple was eventually built. Read I Kings 5:12-6:13. How is I
Kings 5:26 thematically related to the story of Isaac’s wells?44 Why did Solomon build
the Temple?45 Now with the story of Jacob’s wells in mind, read Deuteronomy 12:10 and
relate how this verse is thematically related to Jacob’s wells. What’s the connection?46
D. Why has the Torah spent this time relating to us the stories of fighting over these wells?
Do you see the prophetic significance of Isaac’s three wells? The story of Isaac’s wells is
a prophetic foreshadowing of future events in the lives of his descendants. The sages of
Israel teach that the story of the wells is the story of the three Temples. Just as the first
two wells were built amidst strife and conflict with Isaac’s neighbors, Israel’s neighbors
eventually destroyed the first two Temples! The third well, which was characterized by
peace between Isaac and his neighbors, is similar to the third Temple, which will be built
when Messiah comes. It will be built at a time when Israel is at peace with her neighbors
and it will not be destroyed. As you can see, thematic analysis helps us to see how
Adonai tells us the end from the beginning. ☺
In summary, the story of the wells of Isaac teaches us that before Israel can be a light to
the nations and teach them about Adonai, they must achieve peaceful relations with their
neighbors! This makes sense. How can Israel lead the nations to repentance and
acknowledgment of the one true Elohim if she is at war with her neighbors and if they
despise her? Peace with Israel’s neighbors is the prerequisite. That’s why David wasn’t
allowed to build the Temple. The Temple was not built until Solomon's lifetime, when
Am Yisrael had obtained peaceful relations with its neighbors. Furthermore, when
Solomon built the Temple, the nations surrounding Am Yisrael had great respect and awe
for Israel just as Abimelekh honored Isaac.

Making the Connection Between the Parashat HaShavuah
and the Haftarah
Objective—Learn how to relate Scriptures thematically, thereby learning how to think
Hebraically. Become rooted in the importance of thematic analysis by seeing it in action as you
relate the Torah portion to the Haftarah portion.
The Haftarah reading is found in Malachi 1:1-2:7. I will list some verses from the Haftarah
reading. Your job will be to relate them thematically to the Parashat HaShavuah reading.
I.

What theme in Malachi 1:1-5 is thematically connected with a theme of the Torah reading?47
A. How is the character assessment of Esau and Edom, made by Adonai, thematically
related to Genesis 25:24-34 and 27:41?48
B. What portion of the sidra (Torah portion) is thematically related to Malachi 1:6b?49
Page 9 of 16

C. How is Malachi 1:11 thematically connected with a theme of the Torah reading?50 It
should come as no surprise that Abimelekh greatly desired a covenant of peace with Isaac
AFTER he called out to YHVH.
In summary, the Haftarah mentions the Holy One's Name quite often. Other than the
reference to Esau, I think these references to the Name are the strongest connections to
the sidra (Torah portion).
If you would like to explore more information about connections between the Torah portion and
the Haftarah reading, then go to the Haftarah Connections link on our website under The Weekly
Torah Portion. You will be able to download a document that will show you numerous
Scriptures from the Haftarah reading so that you can determine how they are thematically
connected to the Torah portion. The answers are provided as endnotes. This is an excellent
exercise to help you begin thinking thematically.

Messiah in the Parsha
Objective—Learn how the Torah teaches about the life and ministry of Yeshua HaMashiach.
Yeshua said that Moses wrote about Him51. Since the Torah never even mentions the word
Messiah, this section will help you see the Messiah in the Torah. This is primarily done using
thematic analysis and midrash.

Understanding the Divine Nature
I.

II.

Over the past few weeks, we have learned much about the oneness and plurality of the Holy
One. This week, we will learn another fascinating fact from the Torah concerning the nature
of our Elohim.
A. In Searching the Parsha, we saw that Isaac's life paralleled Abraham's. Read Genesis 12:
10-17. Do you remember the Midrash on these verses? In the Midrashic interpretation of
this passage, Our Father Abraham was a picture of Father YHVH and Sarai was a
picture of Am Yisrael (the people of Israel).
B. Now fast forward to the Akeida (Genesis 22). Do you remember the Midrash on that
passage? In the Midrashic interpretation of this passage, Isaac was a picture Yeshua on
His way to execution and resurrection, and Abraham was a picture of the Father,
offering His only begotten son, whom He loved! In Parashat Chayei Sarah, we learned
that Isaac was a picture of Yeshua in His function as High Priest in heaven (between the
first and second advents)!
C. The point? The Torah has clearly taught us that Abraham is sometimes pictured as the
Father, whereas Isaac is sometimes pictured as Messiah Yeshua!
Review the list of similarities between Abraham and Isaac in Searching the Parsha. Doesn't
it strike you as amazing that Isaac's life is almost a mirror image of his father's? Although
Isaac generally responds differently to each circumstance, the events of Abraham's life have
repeated themselves in Isaac's life. Thematically, it seems as if Isaac is doing everything His
Father has done.
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A. Read John 5:17-38, remembering how the events in Isaac's life seemed to follow
Abraham's.
•
•
•
•
•

Note how Yeshua stated that He did the works of His Father (John 5:17).
Note how the Jews realized Yeshua was making Himself equal to the Holy One (John
5:18).
Note how Yeshua stated that He only did what the Father did (John 5:19).
Note how Yeshua can raise the dead because the Father raises the dead (John 5:21).
Note how Yeshua stated that men should honor the Son as they Honor the Father.
Did you notice how Abimelekh eventually honored Isaac even as he had honored
Abraham?

B. Now Read John 8:33-59. In this passage, Yeshua is trying to convince the Jews that He
is the Father's Son. He does so by trying to show them that He performs the works of
His Father. Then, he showed them that they couldn't be Abraham's descendants because
they didn't do the works of Abraham. Therefore, we see that just as Isaac did the same
works of his father Abraham, so too did Yeshua do the works of his Father!
C. Read John 10:22-42. Note how Yeshua stated that He did His Father's works. Now read
John 10:30. Yeshua summed up the matter by simply stating that He and the Father
were Echad (one)! Note the perception of the Jews in John 10:33! They knew exactly
what He was stating. They knew He was making Himself equal to the Father!
D. So what is the Torah teaching us through the vast connections between the lives of
Abraham and Isaac? Since Isaac found himself in nearly every situation that Abraham
found himself, he had to respond to each situation as did his father Abraham. In other
words, the Holy One "forced" Isaac to do the same works of his father Abraham by
putting him in the same situations that Abraham found himself! We can easily state
Isaac did the works of his father! Chaverim, the fact that Isaac experienced everything
that Abraham did paints a beautiful picture of the relationship between Yeshua and the
Father. It's almost as if Isaac is the same as the Father. Almost every situation of Isaac's
life reminds us of his father's life! We know that 1) Abraham is a picture of the Father
and 2) Isaac is a picture of Yeshua, right? Therefore, by 1) thematically connecting
Abraham to the Father, 2) thematically connecting Isaac to the Son, and 3) thematically
connecting Abraham and Isaac through almost identical life experiences, the Torah has
taught us about the oneness of Yeshua and the Father! Wow, what a revelation! The
lives of Abraham and Isaac teach us that the Father and Yeshua are Echad.

Barren Wombs and the Messiah
I.

In Understanding the Parsha, we saw that the first two Matriarchs had difficulty conceiving.
Can you think of another thematic connection (from the Torah) to Sarah's and Rivkah's
difficulty in conceiving?52 That's right! And Rachel's firstborn was none other than Joseph!
Some of you may have to trust the following assertion until we study the life of Joseph.
However, Joseph is one of the primary persons used to present us a picture of the person and
work of the Messiah. This is a major clue to help us understand the significance of the
general phenomenon of barrenness among the Matriarchs. So let's take inventory.
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A. Sarah experienced difficulty conceiving because of a barren womb. The result? She
gave birth to Isaac, who, through the Akeida (binding of Isaac) became a Messianic
shadow of the death and resurrection of the Messiah!
B. Rivkah experienced difficulty conceiving because of a barren womb.
C. Rachel experienced difficulty conceiving because of a barren womb. The result? She
gave birth to Joseph, whose entire life is a picture of the work of the Messiah, including
His first and second comings (more on that in later lessons).
D. How many Matriarchs are there? Three! How many of them experienced barrenness?
Three! And what is so significant about this? In Parashat Vayeira, we learned the
significance of the number three.

The Sign of the Messiah—The Resurrection and the Life
As you read the Torah, anytime you see 1) pictures of resurrection, 2) pictures of renewed
life as a result of deliverance from impending death and 3) pictures of victory and renewed
life as a result of death, we know the Torah is about to give us a teaching concerning the
Messiah. I call these themes of The Resurrection and the Life, and they are especially
strengthened when coupled in some manner with the number three.
• The first LIVING things (plants, grass, etc.) were created on day THREE! This is not
strictly life from the dead; however, the principle of life coming from a state where there
is no life is clear.
• The Torah's picture of the RESURRECTION of the Messiah is found in the Holy Days.
The Holy Day that is a shadow of Yeshua's RESURRECTION is the THIRD Holy Day,
the Day of the Omer Wave Offering (Leviticus 23)! The offering of the barley sheaves
on the day after the first Day of Unleavened Bread (the day after the Shabbat) is a
prophetic picture of the resurrection of the Messiah.
• Jonah, who was in the belly of a great fish, should have been dead. But on the THIRD
day he came forth ALIVE! Truly, death was swallowed in victory!
• The Akeida (binding of Isaac) found in Genesis 22—Avraham was supposed to offer
Isaac as an olah (whole burnt offering). Although Adonai prevented him from actually
sacrificing Isaac on the THIRD day, the manner in which the Torah relates the story hints
that Isaac died and was RESURRECTED. That's why Hebrews 11:17-19 records that
Avraham received Isaac from the dead through RESURRECTION figuratively!
E. We also saw the number three in the story of Isaac's birth and the Akeida. In the story of
the Akeida, it was on the third day that Avraham saw the place where he was to offer
Isaac—Genesis 22:4! In the story of the promise of the birth of Isaac, Genesis 17:1, it
states that Avraham was 99 years old ☺(33*3)☺, when Adonai promised that Isaac
would be born.
F. We also saw that barrenness was a sign of the Messiah because, as Paul stated in Romans
4, life came forth from a dead womb! Therefore, when we see life coming forth from a
barren womb, we should immediately make the connection to the sign of the Messiah.
Then we should begin to search for Messianic significance. Therefore, it is not
coincidental that Isaac and Joseph are Messianic figures!
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G. The story of Rachel re-emphasizes our understanding that barrenness was seen as death
and that life from a barren womb can be seen as resurrection. Read Genesis 30:1. How
did Rachel see herself as long as she was barren?53 As you can see, once again, the Torah
makes the connection between barrenness and death. Why? So that we can see the
theme of resurrection whenever a child springs forth from a barren womb! This should
then point us to the Messiah. Does it surprise you that Messiah's mother required
supernatural assistance to conceive as did the Matriarchs? Of course not. The fact that
three Matriarchs needed supernatural help to conceive (bring forth life from a dead
womb) teaches us about the virgin birth in this manner—Messiah's mother would also
require supernatural help to conceive seed and bring forth Him Who would bring Life
through His Death and Resurrection in Three days! Hopefully, you understand the
following Thematic Axiom.

A Messianic teaching is at hand whenever you see pictures of life
springing forth from death and the number three.

Fun For the Whole Family!
Okay, time to show what you’ve learned. Word searches and crossword puzzles are
available for you to test your understanding. The word search for adults (and older
children) consists of 20-30 words taken from this week’s sidra (portion). Some of the
words may be common Hebrew words or English phrases. The crossword puzzle for
adults (and older children) may also contain common Hebrew words or English phrases.
There is also a word search for the little guys! And of course, the answer key is
provided for the crossword puzzle.
Adult and children’s crossword puzzles and word searches are available on Restoration of
Torah’s website: www.restorationoftorah.org. Click on the link entitled, The Weekly
Torah Portion Crossword Puzzles and Word Searches.

Shabbat Shalom!
1

Shabbat is Hebrew for Sabbath.

2

In its most limited form, the Torah comprises the first five books of Moses.

3

Holy Spirit.

4

The Parashat HaShavuah, or weekly Parashat, are the weekly readings from the Torah. Each week, beginning on
the Shabbat, we read specific selections from the Torah, such that we complete the entire Torah each year.
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5

Tanakh is the entirety of what is commonly called the Old Testament. It is a Hebrew acronym taken from the three
major divisions of the Tanakh: the Torah, Prophets (Neviim) and Writings (Khetuvim).
6

Brit Chadasha is commonly known as the New Testament Scriptures.

7

This paragraph-like division is called a Parsha (Parshiot, plural).

8

Differences between Jacob and Esau.

9

Yes, Sarah also was barren.

10

Yes, although Abraham was promised many descendants, it seems as if there is a lot of work and pain associated
with bringing forth this nation!
11

In both instances, someone is praying to Adonai concerning Rivkah’s pregnancy.

12

He told her that two separate nations were in her body.

13

The children within her were fighting.

14

He stated that two separate nations would emerge and that might would pass from one nation to another. He also
stated that one nation would serve the other. This sounds like conflict to me. How about you?
15

It is textual proof that events experienced by the Patriarchs and Matriarchs are prophetic previews of future events
in their descendant's lives.
16

There is a statement of his UNUSUAL APPEARANCE and then his name.

17

If the symmetry carries forward, we’d expect it to state something about Jacob’s appearance (as it did with Esau)
and then something about his name.
18

The symmetry is broken because instead of giving a description of Jacob’s appearance, the Torah gives a
statement concerning his UNUSUAL ACTION!
19

He was a man who knew the hunt, and a man of the field.

20

He was a simple man, dwelling in tents.

21

Their professions.

22

There is a logical connection between a man who knew the hunt and a man of the field. There does not seem to be
a logical connection between a simple man and a man dwelling in tents.
23

Esau is characterized by his profession exclusively, whereas Jacob’s description has an element of morality, since
“a simple man” is a moral characterization.
24

Just as Cain was a farmer and brought of the fruits of the ground, so too Esau. Just as Abel was a shepherd who
brought of his firstlings, so too, Jacob.
25

Through thematic connection, it is painting a picture of the moral character of Esau being similar to that of Cain,
and Jacob’s being similar to Abel!
26

The man of the hunt (Esau) is interested in the animals so that he can kill them. The shepherd is interested in the
animals so that he can care for them!
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27

The basis for Isaac’s love for Esau is given, whereas no basis is given for Rivka’s love for Jacob.

28

Esau won his affection by his works, whereas the affections for Jacob were inherent without the need for him to
win them in any manner. They were self-evident.
29

The writer is doing his best to CONTRAST Jacob and Esau. Almost every passage shows how DIFFERENT they
are. This seems to be very, very obvious. As we saw in the first section, this contrast is primarily concerned with
the characters of the two principles.
30

He was hungry.

31

Adam and Eve. It is amazing that the very first sin of mankind involved someone eating something they shouldn’t
have.
32

Esau lost out on the blessing of the firstborn. Adam lost all of the blessings of the perfect garden. They gave up
tremendous blessings simply because they wanted to eat something they could have passed up. As we continue
through the Torah, we will see many other Scriptures thematically related to these two examples. Furthermore, we
will see how these thematic connections bring new light on the issue of whether or not it is important to eat kosher!
33

Because of a famine.

34

Yes, when Avram first arrives in Canaan, there was a famine that drove him to Egypt.

35

Yes, Avram and Sarai used the same deception when they went to Egypt.

36

It means that all the events in this passage are related by a common theme.

37

His relationship with his neighbors was characterized as one of strife.

38

Isaac was extremely blessed with wealth, which he obtained in Gerar. The Philistines were jealous of his success!

39

They quarreled over the wells he dug.

40

After digging the first two wells, Isaac quarreled with his neighbors. After building the third well, he had peace
with his neighbors.
41

He built an altar and called out to YHVH.

42

Abimelech wants to enter a covenant of peace with Isaac.

43

Yes. By placing these two stories next to each other, the Torah hints that there may be a cause and effect
relationship between them. It is only after Isaac sought Adonai by building the altar, that his neighbor, Abimelech,
sought to enter a covenant of peace with him.
44

Isaac is at peace with his neighbors and enters a covenant with them. So likewise, Solomon is at rest with and in
peaceful relations with his neighbors.
45

According to I Kings 5:19, Solomon built the Temple to provide a place for the Name of YHVH to dwell. This
will be the location where people can come and call "out in" His Name.
46

Deuteronomy 12:10 states that the Holy One will cause His Name to dwell in a particular place specifically when,
“He gives you rest round about from all your enemies so that you may dwell in safety.” This is exactly what
happened in the story of Isaac’s wells!
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47

The sovereign choice of Jacob over Esau.

48

As we saw in part one of this teaching, the Torah, through thematic connections, was teaching about the character
of Esau. The Haftarah verses state explicitly what the Torah portion states implicitly concerning the wicked
character of Esau.
49

In Malachi 1:6b, the Holy One's Name is scorned; however, in the sidra (Torah portion), His Name was honored
because Isaac called out in His Name.
50

The goal is for the Holy One's Name to be magnified among the nations. This goal was reached when the
Philistines practically begged Isaac to enter into a covenant with them.
51

Yeshua said in John 5:46 that Moses spoke about him. Psalm 40:6-8, speaking of the Messiah said that the book
is written about Him. Paul said that all of the feasts were prophetic shadows of Messiah Yeshua.
52

Yes, Rachel also did not conceive for quite a while!

53

She saw herself as a dead person!
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