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Welcome to Mishpachah Beit Midrash, the Family House of Study.  Each Shabbat1 we gather in 
our home and study the Scriptures, specifically the Torah.2 It’s a fun time of receiving revelation 
from the Ruach HaKodesh3.  Everyone joins in—adults and children—as we follow the Parashat 
HaShavuah4 schedule.  We devote ourselves to studying the Torah because the Torah is the 
foundation for all of Scripture.  Therefore, a thorough understanding of the Torah will help us 
more fully understand the rest of the Tanakh5 and the Brit Chadasha.6 Furthermore, as Yeshua 
stated Himself, the Torah teaches about Him.  So we study the Torah in order to be drawn closer 
to Yeshua, the goal of the Torah. 
 
As believers in the Messiah we have discovered the richness of the wisdom of the sages of Israel.  
These men, who devoted themselves to the study of the Torah, have left us a rich heritage.  Part 
of that heritage is a unique method of learning and interpreting the Scriptures.  It’s called 
thematic analysis.  In thematic analysis we search for the underlying theme/topic of each passage 
of Scripture.  By studying Scriptures related by a common theme, line upon line and precept 
upon precept, the Scriptures open up to us in a unique manner that is clearly inspired by the 
Ruach HaKodesh.  Passages that seemed obscure begin to make sense, and numerous levels of 
wisdom and understanding unfold before us. 
 
Thematic analysis of Scripture is based on the following premises.  1) Moses wrote the Torah as 
five separate books as the Ruach HaKodesh inspired him.  2) Since Adonai had him separate 
those words into five separate books, we surmise that each book has a unique message or theme.  
3) Within each book, the words are written with two paragraph-like divisions7 interrupting the 
flow of the words.  4) Since Adonai commanded Moshe to separate the individual books into 
smaller paragraph-like sections or Parshiot, we surmise that each Parsha was written as a 
separate unit because each of those Parshiot is trying to convey a unique thought, theme, concept 
or understanding.  Therefore, since Adonai inspired these divisions, we think they are VERY 
important.  We use these God-breathed divisions as the basis of our thematic analysis of 
Scripture.  Once you begin to interpret the Scriptures thematically, you will immediately SEE 
that Adonai wrote His words in a manner consistent with the intent that they be interpreted 
thematically. 
 
 Here is an example of what the Parsha divisions look like … 
 
 
 
 
 

—The Family House of Study— 
Examining the Parashat HaShavuah by  

Thematic Analysis 
 



Page 3 of 15 

 
s—Parsha Stumah (plural, stumot)—A paragraph-like break inspired by the Ruach HaKodesh, 
still preserved on kosher Torah Scrolls, where there are at least nine blank spaces between a 
word and the next word, all on the same line of text. 
 

 
  

p—Parsha P'tuchah (plural, p'tuchot)—A paragraph-like break inspired by the Ruach HaKodesh, 
still preserved on kosher Torah Scrolls, where there are blank spaces extending to the end of a 
line of text and the subsequent text does not begin until the next line.  (Hebrew is read from right 
to left) 
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1  Genesis 28:10-32:3 p 

 

 
 

Understanding the Parsha 
Genesis 28:10-32:3  

 
Objective—Learn how to 1) interpret the main theme of a Parsha, 2) make thematic connections 
to that Parsha and 3) learn how to gain greater understanding of the Parsha under 
consideration through its thematic connections to other portions of Scripture. 
 

One Long Parsha! 
 

I. This is a great Parsha!  It’s packed with information.  Let’s begin by noting that the Parsha 
begins in Genesis 28:10 and doesn’t end until Genesis 32:3!  If you have been studying with 
MBM, you know that this is significant.  What is the significance of all of the events that 
occur in this single Parsha?8  That’s right.  Although there are many subplots in this 
narrative, we know that their inclusion in a single Parsha means they are part of an overall 
theme.  We will determine this theme now.  We will begin by making a general outline of the 
flow of events. 

 
 
 

—Parashat HaShavuah— 
 

 a ec e Y ; w  
 

Vayeitzei 
(And He Departed) 

 
 

Bereishit 28:10-32:3 
(Genesis 28:10-32:3) 
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• Genesis 28:10-22—Jacob’s Ladder. 
• Genesis 29:1-12—Jacob meets Rachel at the well. 
• Genesis 29:13-35—Jacob’s marriage to Leah and Rachel. 
• Genesis 30:1-24—The rivalry between Rachel and Leah. 
• Genesis 30:25-43—Jacob’s prosperity. 
• Genesis 31:1-21—Jacob’s flight from Lavan. 
• Genesis 31:22-42—Confrontation between Jacob and Lavan. 
• Genesis 31:43-32:3—Covenant between Jacob and Lavan. 

 
Now let's do a thematic experiment.  Read Genesis 28:10-22 and Genesis 31:45-32:3, 
comparing and contrasting them.  Do you see any thematic connections between them?9  
Hmm, that's interesting.  What are the first and last events to occur in this Parsha?10 Very, 
very interesting, ehh?  Now think hard.  Without reading any more, what do you think is 
going on here?  If you're thinking, "this Parsha may be a chiastic structure," then, You've 
Got It!  Whenever you see two similar events occurring at the beginning and ending of a 
passage, you can bet a chiastic structure is on hand. A chiastic structure is a pattern organized 
as follows.  Generally, a story is divided into two halves.  The themes of the first half of the 
literary unit are repeated in the second half of the unit in reverse order. Furthermore, the first 
and second halves of the story usually point us to the most important part of the story, the 
central axis. There are probably hundreds of them in the Tanakh!  It is a literary device the 
Holy One developed to help us understand the themes of His Eternal Word.  I will help you 
develop the chiastic structure below. 
A. Read Genesis 28:10-12.  Which verses are thematically related to this passage?11 They 

are related as follows: 
 

• In the earlier reference, Jacob is leaving the Promised Land on his way to Charan.  In 
the latter passage, he is leaving Charan to return to the Promised Land. 

• In the earlier reference, Jacob saw angels ascending and descending upon a ladder.  In 
the latter passage, angels encountered him. 

 
B. Read Genesis 28:13-22.  Which verses are thematically related to this passage?12 They 

are related as follows: 
 

• The earlier reference records an agreement between Jacob and the Holy One.  The 
latter passage records an agreement between Jacob and Lavan. 

• In the earlier reference, Jacob erects a monument in response to Adonai's promises to 
him.  In the latter passage, Jacob erects a monument in response to Lavan's promises 
to him. 

 
C. Read Genesis 29:1-35.  Which verses are thematically related to this passage?13 They are 

related as follows: 
 

• In the earlier reference, Jacob works fourteen years for Rachel and Leah.  In the latter 
passage, Jacob recounts his fourteen years of labor for Rachel and Leah. 
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• In the earlier reference, Jacob is deceived so that he doesn't get Rachel whom he 
wanted. In the latter passage, Lavan is deceived so that he doesn't find his gods on 
Rachel, who had taken them. 

• In the earlier reference, Lavan invited Jacob to set his wages for work.  In the latter 
passage, Jacob recounts how Lavan changed his wages very often. 

• In the earlier reference, Jacob's seven years of labor for Rachel seemed very easy. In 
the latter passage, Jacob recounts his toils under Lavan's hand as very cruel. 

 
D. Read Genesis 30:1-21.  Which verses are thematically related to this passage?14 They are 

related as follows: 
 

• In the earlier reference, Leah realized that she was blessed with another child because 
she gave her maidservant to Jacob.  In the latter passage, Lavan realized that he was 
blessed because of Jacob. 

• In the earlier reference, Leah believes that Jacob will remain permanently with her.  
In the latter passage, Lavan wants Jacob to remain with him. 

• In the earlier reference, Leah conceives a child because of the mandrakes she paid to 
Rachel. In the latter passage, Jacob used rods to make his livestock more fertile. 

• In the earlier reference, Jacob proliferates abundantly as he has one child after 
another.  In the latter passage, Jacob's livestock proliferate abundantly. 

 
E. Read Genesis 30:22-26.  These verses appear to be the central axis!!!   

II. Let's lay out the chiastic structure that we have uncovered. 
 
A) Genesis 28:10-12—Exile from the Promised Land 
| 
|          B) Genesis 28:13-22—A pillar, a reminder of the Holy One’s faithfulness 
|          | 
|          |         C) Genesis 29:1-35—Jacob works for Rachel and Leah 
|          |          | 
|          |          |        D) Genesis 30:1-21—Jacob proliferated abundantly 
|          |          |          | 
|          |          |          |        — E) Genesis 30:22-26—The birth of Yosef (Joseph) 
|          |          |          | 
|          |          |   D1) Genesis 30:25-43—Jacob’s flocks proliferate abundantly 
|          |          | 
|          |         C1) Genesis 31:1-42—Jacob suffers labor under Lavan 
|          | 
|     B1) Genesis 31:45-55—A pillar, a reminder of the agreement with Lavan 
| 
A1) Genesis 32:1-3—Return to the Promised Land 
 

A. Absolutely beautiful!  Only the Holy One could pull this off so consistently.  In fact, 
there are other chiastic structures within this larger one! 

B. Now for the big question.  What is the one theme that unites all the stories in this 
Parsha?15  That's right!  This is the essence of this Parsha.  It begins with exile from Eretz 
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Yisrael (the land of Israel) and ends with a return to the land.  Later, we will see why the 
birth of Joseph is the central axis of the story of exile and redemption.  Oh boy!  I can't 
wait! ☺ 

 
 
 

Searching the Parshiot 
 

 
Objective—Learn how to 1) uncover the theme of a passage, 2) relate it to other passages and 3) 
gain new insight on how to interpret the original passage based on its thematic connection to 
those other passages. 

 
The Place (HaMaqom) 

 
I. One of the ways the Torah tries to communicate important messages is through the use of 

particular words or phrases.  Many times a word will be used many times within a few short 
verses.  This is done to draw your attention to that word and an important prophetic concept 
related to it. 
A. Read Genesis 28:10-22.  What word seems to occur over and over in these passages?16 
B. To discover the significance of the place, we simply need to look where this word is used 

elsewhere in the Torah.  This thematic connection will help shed light on the meaning of 
the place.  Has this word been used before in a similar manner?17 

C. Where is this place the Torah hints we should know about?18  Now we see that just by 
using the words, that place, the Torah teaches us through thematic connection that that 
place is none other than the site where Avraham is willing to offer Isaac, his only beloved 
son. 

II. Look at the different ways Jacob characterized the place.  He called it 1) YHVH is present in 
this place, 2) this place is awesome, 3) this place is the dwelling place of the Holy One and 4) 
the gate to the heavens.  Furthermore, he named it Bethel, which means House of Elohim 
(God).  These are all thematic connections to the place.  So what is the significance of these 
descriptions? 
A. First of all, let's remember our axiomatic principle.  The events in the lives of the Fathers 

are prophetic shadows of future events in the lives of their descendants.  Can you think of 
a place where it could be said that 1) YHVH is present in this place, 2) this place is 
awesome, 3) this place is the dwelling place of the Holy One 4) this place is the gate to 
the heavens and 5) this place is the House of Elohim?19  These instances of the usage of 
the place are actually prophetic foreshadows of what will happen at the Temple, Jacob 
being a picture of Am Yisrael. 

III. The book of Deuteronomy uses the phrase, the place where YHVH your Elohim (God) will 
choose to cause His Name to dwell, numerous times! The phrase, the place, is translated from 
the Hebrew word, HaMaqom (~Aq'M;h).  Although Jerusalem is never mentioned by name in 
the Torah, we now know that HaMaqom prophetically refers to it.  
A. Read Deuteronomy 12:1-31 and Deuteronomy 12:11; 14:23; 16:6 and 11; and 26:2.  As 

you can see, HaMaqom is a very important theme.  Remember, the Torah, especially the 
book of Genesis, is a shadow of future events.  It is not the complete picture.  There are 
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many elements/facets missing; however, the essential characteristics of the Temple are 
clearly seen in Genesis 28:10-22. 

 
A Thematic Medley 

 
I. In Understanding the Parsha, we saw that the primary theme of this week’s sidra (Torah 

Portion) was that of Exile and Redemption.  This is one of the most important doctrines of 
the Torah—the descent of Am Yisrael (the people of Israel) into Egypt, their redemption by 
the Holy One and their ascent to the Promised Land.  One would be hard-pressed to find 
anyone who would not agree that Am Yisrael's slavery and deliverance from Egyptian 
bondage is not an important event and doctrine.  However, this is not the first time the Torah 
has presented this doctrine to us.  Let’s review what we learned in Parashat Lekh Lekha 
(Genesis 12:10-20—the account of Abram's descent [hint] into Egypt).  We discovered that 
although this story stands alone as a true historical event of the past, it also has prophetic 
significance.  This event in the life of Abram was 1) a prophetic picture of the future descent 
of his descendants into the land of Egypt, 2) their enslavement and 3) their redemption.  To 
see this revelation, you need to study its major themes.  If you simply view Abram as a Torah 
Picture of the Holy One and Sarai as a Torah Picture of Am Yisrael, you will easily be able 
to see this prophetic picture.  

 
• Just as Abram is married to Sarai, The Holy One is married to Am Yisrael. 
• A famine in Canaan caused Abram to descend with Sarai into Egypt.  In Genesis 42:5 it 

is a famine in Canaan that led Jacob to send his sons to Egypt and which ultimately 
caused the entire family to descend into Egypt. 

• Abram went to Egypt to sojourn there.  The children of Israel "sojourned" in Egypt. 
• The famine of Genesis 12 and Genesis 42 were both characterized as very severe. 
• Before arriving in Egypt, Abram convinced Sarai to change her identity.  Thus, when 

they arrive, the Egyptians do not know Sarai is Abram's wife.  In the story of the 
Exodus, initially, the Egyptians do not know that Am Yisrael are the people of The Holy 
One, married to Him. 

• Just as Pharaoh tried to take Sarai for his own possession by forcing her to marry him, 
eventually it was Pharaoh who took Am Yisrael as his possession by enslaving them. 

• The Holy One sent plagues on Pharaoh and his household because of his possession of 
Sarai.  In the Exodus account, the Holy One used plagues against Pharaoh and the land 
of Egypt because he possessed [through slavery] Am Yisrael.  In both cases, the result 
was the release of the bride. 

• When Abram left Egypt, he left with much wealth which he had acquired because of 
Sarai.  When the children of Israel left Egypt, they left with much wealth which they had 
taken from the Egyptians. 

 
The thematic connections between Genesis 12:10-20 and the story of the Exodus are so clear 
and complete that they are virtually irresistible and quite conclusive—the story of the Exodus 
was foreshadowed in Abram's descent into Egypt.  The thematic connection between these 
two stories is very important because it is one of the clearest examples demonstrating that 
events in the lives of the Patriarchs and Matriarchs were prophetic shadows of future events 
in the lives of their children.  The parallels between the story of Genesis 12 and the story of 
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the Exodus are too numerous to be purely coincidental.  In other words, the narratives of the 
Torah are not isolated historical events, cut off in time from the future.  To the contrary, the 
greatest wisdom of these stories pertains to their prophetic and Messianic significance.  
Therefore, it is imperative for us to understand that the Torah's narratives have more to do 
with the future than the past!   
 
This brings us to our current Parsha.  Parashat Vayeitzei is the story of 1) Jacob's flight from 
Esau, 2) the establishment of his seed through his two wives, 3) his sojourn with his 
oppressive uncle Lavan and 4) his flight from Lavan to Canaan.  According to the sages of 
Israel, Jacob's flight from Canaan because of the murderous intents of Esau is seen as an exile 
from the Land.  If this is true, then the ending of the story—when Jacob returns to Canaan—
should be seen as a return or redemption similar to the return of Am Yisrael to Eretz Yisrael 
after the Egyptian bondage.  In fact, one could suggest that Lavan's oppression of Jacob was 
similar to the oppression of Am Yisrael by Pharaoh.  Can we find more thematic evidence to 
support this prophetic analogy?  Yes, we can.  Note the following thematic connections 
between the story of Parashat Vayeitzei and the redemption from Egypt noted by Rav 
Michael Hattin of Har Etzion Yeshiva in Israel.20 

 
• Jacob worked for Lavan (Genesis 29:20), just as Am Yisrael worked for Pharaoh (Exodus 

1:13). 
• The Holy One saw Jacob's bondage (Genesis 31:12), just as He saw Am Yisrael's 

subjugation in Egypt (Exodus 3:7). 
• Jacob's family multiplied greatly (Genesis 29-30) in Charan just as Am Yisrael 

proliferated abundantly in Egypt (Exodus 1:7). 
• Jacob fled from Lavan (Genesis 31:21), just as Am Yisrael fled from Pharaoh (Exodus 

14:5). 
• Lavan is told that Jacob fled (Genesis 31:22), just as Pharaoh is told that Am Yisrael had 

fled (Exodus 14:5). 
• Lavan pursued after Jacob (Genesis 31:23), just as Pharaoh pursued after Am Yisrael 

(Exodus 14:8).  According to Jewish tradition, Pharaoh learned of Israel's failure to return 
on the third day after their exodus and finally caught up with them at the Red Sea on 
the seventh day.  Lavan found out that Jacob had fled on the third day after his departure 
and pursued him a distance of seven days (Genesis 31:23-24)! 

 
As you can see, amazing parallels are uncovered when we analyze Parashat Vayeitzei and the 
story of the Exodus thematically!  This time though, we have been prepared to understand the 
prophetic significance of the parallels.  Quite obviously, the Torah has used the story of 
Jacob's exile to teach us that Am Yisrael will one day be exiled and experience Egyptian 
bondage!  Here is a perfect example of progressive revelation.  Although the story of 
Abram's descent into Egypt also teaches us that his descendants will experience exile, the 
narrative of Parashat Vayeitzei fills in more details of the exile than Genesis 12:10-20. 

II. Let us consider the story of exile and redemption found in this week’s Parsha.  What are we 
to conclude concerning the obvious thematic parallels between this week’s Parsha and the 
Egyptian exile, deliverance and redemption? 

 
• Have you noted how Lavan is a picture of Pharaoh? 
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• Have you noted how the proliferation of Jacob’s family is a picture of the proliferation of 
the Israelites? 

• Have you noted that Jacob’s exodus with his family is a picture of the exodus of Am 
Yisrael (the people of Israel)?  

 
Concerning Jacob and Lavan, where did the above three events occur?  In Charan.  
Concerning Israel and Pharaoh, where did the above three events occur?  In Egypt.  
Therefore, should we not see Charan as a type of Egypt?  Of course we should.  However, 
Charan is not Egypt.  So what are we to learn from this analogy?  I believe it is this.  We all 
know that Egypt is a picture of the world and trust in man.  This week’s Parsha thematically 
teaches this truth!  Jacob is not in the Promised Land, neither is he in Egypt.  He is in another 
place (Charan) in the world, yet he suffers as if he were in Egyptian bondage.  In other 
words, the bondage of Egypt can occur on any place on earth.  Knowing that the events in the 
lives of the Patriarchs are prophetic pictures of events that will occur in the lives of their 
descendants, what does this teach us about future generations of Am Yisrael?21  
A. Now just think for a moment about the Holocaust.  Jewish people reproduced and many 

prospered (hence all of the stereotypes concerning “Jews” and their stinginess in 
monetary affairs) in Europe.  Jewish people suffered under the modern-day Pharaoh 
named Hitler!  The result?  In 1948 Am Yisrael saw redemption, which included a return 
of Judah to the land.  Truly the words of the Torah are prophetic pictures for all history.  
The patterns of the Torah have been and will continue to be repeated time after time after 
time again.  As you begin to think thematically, you will be able to see these themes and 
understand their significance. 

 
 
 
 
Making the Connection Between the Parashat HaShavuah 

and the Haftarah  
 

Objective—Learn how to relate Scriptures thematically, thereby learning how to think 
Hebraically.  Become rooted in the importance of thematic analysis by seeing it in action as you 
relate the Torah portion to the Haftarah portion. 
 
The Haftarah reading is found in Hosea 11:7-14:10.  I will list some verses from the Haftarah 
reading.  Your job will be to relate them thematically to the Parashat HaShavuah reading. 
 

I. How is Hosea 11:10-11 thematically related to the Torah portion?22 
II. I stated earlier that Jacob's plight was likened unto the Egyptian exile and redemption.  Now 

read Hosea 12:13-14.  Note how the prophet used elements of this week's Parsha and 
elements of the story of the Egyptian exile as if they were one story.  The story should be told 
like this: 
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Israel went into Egypt as seventy souls and labored for Egypt as slaves.  Through a 
prophet [Moses], YHVH brought up Israel from Egypt, and through a prophet it was 
tended. 
 

Instead, the prophet substituted scenes from Jacob's life into the first half of the story. 
 

Jacob fled to the field of Aram; Israel labored for a wife, and for a wife he tended 
[sheep]. Through a prophet [Moses], YHVH brought up Israel from Egypt, and through a 
prophet it was tended. 

 
Therefore, we see that the prophet Hosea clearly saw the thematic connection between this 
week's Parsha and the Egyptian exile and redemption! 

 
If you would like to explore more information about connections between the Torah portion and 
the Haftarah reading, then go to the Haftarah Connections link on our website under The Weekly 
Torah Portion.  You will be able to download a document that will show you numerous 
Scriptures from the Haftarah reading so that you can determine how they are thematically 
connected to the Torah portion.  The answers are provided as endnotes.  This is an excellent 
exercise to help you begin thinking thematically.   
 
 

Messiah in the Parsha  
 

 
Objective—Learn how the Torah teaches about the life and ministry of Yeshua HaMashiach.  
Yeshua said that Moses wrote about Him23.  Since the Torah never even mentions the word 
Messiah, this section will help you see the Messiah in the Torah.  This is primarily done using 
thematic analysis and midrash.   
 
 

Jacob’s Ladder 
 

I. Read Genesis 28:10-22.  In this narrative, Jacob has a dream and sees angels ascending and 
descending upon a ladder.  Can you think of a B’rit Chadasha (New Covenant Scripture) text 
thematically related to this event?24  Clearly, Yeshua is making a connection between 
Himself and Jacob’s ladder.  Surely, He is the ladder upon which the angels ascended and 
descended.  In this example, we see that the shadow (Jacob’s dream) was a prophetic picture 
of events that would occur in the life of the Messiah. 
A. When one uses the words ascend and descend, it automatically reminds me of Moses’ 

picture of the Messiah.  As you will learn in the book of Exodus, Moses’ life is also a 
prophetic picture of the work of Messiah Yeshua.  For example, in Exodus 19:1-25, 
which describes Matan Torah (the giving of the Torah), the words ascend and descend 
are used over seven times.  What was the primary physical activity Moses seems to be 
engaged in?25  This may not seem significant to you until you realize that Moses 
ascended and descended a mountain seven times during a three-day period!  That’s a lot 
of strenuous walking and climbing.  In Parashat Noah, we learned that the high elevation 
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of a mountain is often likened unto the sky, i.e., from heaven.  Therefore, Moses’ 
example teaches us that the Messiah’s mission will involve numerous ascents and 
descents to and from the sky/heaven. 

B. And what was the primary activity Moses was involved in during those ascents and 
descents?26  That’s right, he was mediating the covenant between Adonai and Am 
Yisrael.  This is exactly Yeshua’s role!  What Moses did for Am Yisrael and the Holy 
One, Yeshua has performed for the Holy One and the world—I Timothy 2:5. 

C. Putting all this together: Through Moses’ example, we know the Messiah’s work will 
involve numerous ascents and descents to mediate between man and Elohim.  Still not 
convinced?  Well, can you think of any other Scripture in the Tanakh thematically related 
to the Moses' busy activity of ascending and descending?  Yes. 

 
4 Who has ascended to heaven and descended? Who has gathered up the wind in the 
hollow of his hands? Who has wrapped up the waters in his cloak? Who has established 
all the ends of the earth? What is his name, and the name of his son? Tell me if you 
know (Proverbs 30:4, emphasis mine)! 

 
1. Do you know a Father and Son of whom it could be asked who 1) has ascended and 

descended, and 2) established the ends of the earth?  Surely you know Him. 
2. Furthermore, who was it that first descended (John 6:51) from heaven as a prophet to 

speak the words of the New Covenant?  Surely you know Him. 
3. Who was it that, after redeeming us with His blood, ascended (Ephesians 4:8) back to 

heaven to become the High Priest of our confession?  Surely you know Him. 
4. And whom are we awaiting to descend (Revelation 19:11-16) again to reign as King 

of Kings and Lord of Lords?  Surely you know Him. 
 

And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came down (descended) from 
heaven, even the Son of man, which is in heaven (John 3:13, emphasis mine). 
 

As you can see, these verses clearly teach us that Moses’ ascending and descending was a 
picture of Messiah Yeshua’s work of redemption.  Moses’ ascending and descending was 
related to his ministry as a mediator of the covenant between Am Yisrael and the Holy 
One, so likewise, Yeshua is in the process of ascending and descending to and from 
heaven mediating the covenant between mankind and the Holy One! 
 
 

Of Rocks and Vows 
 

I. Earlier, we saw how Genesis 28:10-22 was thematically connected to the Temple in 
Jerusalem through the concept of HaMaqom (the place).  We saw that Jacob's vow to build a 
house for Elohim at a place called HaMaqom was a prophetic foreshadow of how Am 
Yisrael would one day build the Temple in HaMaqom—none other than Jerusalem.  Once 
again we saw the principle that the lives of the Patriarchs are prophetic foreshadows of future 
events in the lives of their descendants.  This week, let's see if we can ascertain Messianic 
significance in this event. 
A. Read Genesis 28:13-22.  On what was Jacob sleeping?27  What two things did Jacob do to 

the stone?28  What vow did Jacob make concerning the stone/pillar?29 
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B. I've already hinted to you that this story has Messianic significance.  Do you see it yet?  
Can you think of a place in the B'rit Chadasha where Yeshua makes a vow concerning a 

rock/stone ☺? If you guessed Matthew 16:13-20, then You've Got It!  Please note 
the following awesome, clear, thematic connections between Jacob's vow and Yeshua's 
vow. 

 
• Both of them make a vow! 
• Both vows concern a rock! 
• Both vow to build the House of God on the rock! 
 
Is this a mere coincidence?  Well, if you've studied with MBM for a while, you know that 
it's not.  Jacob's actions were prophetic of Am Yisrael—building the Temple—and of 
Yeshua building His Temple—the Kehillah.   The word translated, church, in most 
English versions of the Bible is a gross mistranslation of the Greek word ekklesia, which 
means congregation or called-out ones.  In Hebrew, Yeshua would have said kehillah.   
We know that the Messianic Temple now consists of the bodies of those called-out ones 
who've joined themselves to Messiah Yeshua.  Remember Jacob's anointing of the rock 
with oil?  What could that be a picture of?30  Truly, Moses was the greatest prophet of 
Messiah. 
 
 

Fun For the Whole Family! 
 

Okay, time to show what you’ve learned.  Word searches and crossword puzzles are 
available for you to test your understanding.  The word search for adults (and older 
children) consists of 20-30 words taken from this week’s sidra (portion). Some of the 
words may be common Hebrew words or English phrases.  The crossword puzzle for 
adults (and older children) may also contain common Hebrew words or English phrases.  
There is also a word search for the little guys!  And of course, the answer key is 
provided for the crossword puzzle. 

 
Adult and children’s crossword puzzles and word searches are available on Restoration of 
Torah’s website:  www.restorationoftorah.org.  Click on the link entitled, The Weekly 
Torah Portion Crossword Puzzles and Word Searches. 

 
 

 
Shabbat Shalom! 
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1 Shabbat is Hebrew for Sabbath. 
 
2 In its most limited form, the Torah comprises the first five books of Moses. 
 
3 Holy Spirit. 
 
4 The Parashat HaShavuah, or weekly Parashat, are the weekly readings from the Torah.  Each week, beginning on 
the Shabbat, we read specific selections from the Torah, such that we complete the entire Torah each year. 
 
5 Tanakh is the entirety of what is commonly called the Old Testament.  It is a Hebrew acronym taken from the three 
major divisions of the Tanakh: the Torah, Prophets (Neviim) and Writings (Khetuvim). 
 
6 Brit Chadasha is commonly known as the New Testament Scriptures. 
 
7 This paragraph-like division is called a Parsha (Parshiot, plural). 
 
8 All of the events in this Parsha contribute to ONE primary theme. 
 
9 Yes, both passages mention the erection of a pillar as a monument and both passages mention the visitation of 
angels! 
 
10 In the first event (Genesis 28:10-12), angels visit Jacob and in the last event (Genesis 32:1-3), angels visit Jacob! 
 
11 Genesis 31:45-32:3. 
 
12 Genesis 31:43-32:3. 
 
13 Genesis 31:1-42. 
 
14 Genesis30:25-43. 
 
15 The theme of exile and redemption. 
 
16 The Torah mentions the (that) place six times (verses 11, 16, 17 and 19).  In fact, the first time it’s used (28:11), it 
is called the place, as if we should know where it is and its significance. 
 
17 Read Genesis 22:1-14.  Note verses 3, 9, and 14. 
 
18 Mount Moriah. 
 
19 Yes, the Temple. 
 
20 From an article entitled, Parashat Vayeitzei, Leah, Rachel and the House of Israel by Rav Michael Hattin, The 
Israel Koschitzky Virtual Beit Midrash of Har Etzion Yeshiva, http://qww.vbm-torah.org/en/leah-rachel-and-house-
israel.   
 
21 Whenever Am Yisrael are exiled from the Promised Land, they should expect certain things to occur.  1) They 
will continue to reproduce in exile.  2) They will be very prosperous in exile.  3) Eventually, a Pharaoh will arise 
who will force them back to the Promised Land. 
 
22 Jacob heeded Adonai's call to return to Eretz Yisrael, so likewise, Ephraim will one day hear His voice and return. 
 
23 Yeshua said in John 5:46 that Moses spoke about him.  Psalm 40:6-8, speaking of the Messiah said that the book 
is written about Him.  Paul said that all of the feasts were prophetic shadows of Messiah Yeshua. 
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24 Yes, in John 1:43-51 Yeshua informed Nathaniel that he would see angels ascending and descending upon Him! 
 
25 He seems to be running up and down that mountain over, and over, and over and over, and over, and over, and 
OVER! 
 
26 Moses was fulfilling the role of a mediator. 
 
27 A stone. 
 
28 He set it up as a pillar and anointed it with oil. 
 
29 He vowed to make the House of God (Temple) upon/from that stone. 
 
30 The indwelling of the Temple of Elohim (our bodies) with the Ruach HaKodesh (Holy Spirit)! 
 


