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Welcome to Mishpachah Beit Midrash, the Family House of Study.  Each Shabbat1 we gather in 
our home and study the Scriptures, specifically the Torah.2 It’s a fun time of receiving revelation 
from the Ruach HaKodesh3.  Everyone joins in—adults and children—as we follow the Parashat 
HaShavuah4 schedule.  We devote ourselves to studying the Torah because the Torah is the 
foundation for all of Scripture.  Therefore, a thorough understanding of the Torah will help us 
more fully understand the rest of the Tanakh5 and the Brit Chadasha.6 Furthermore, as Yeshua 
stated Himself, the Torah teaches about Him.  So we study the Torah in order to be drawn closer 
to Yeshua, the goal of the Torah. 
 
As believers in the Messiah we have discovered the richness of the wisdom of the sages of Israel.  
These men, who devoted themselves to the study of the Torah, have left us a rich heritage.  Part 
of that heritage is a unique method of learning and interpreting the Scriptures.  It’s called 
thematic analysis.  In thematic analysis we search for the underlying theme/topic of each passage 
of Scripture.  By studying Scriptures related by a common theme, line upon line and precept 
upon precept, the Scriptures open up to us in a unique manner that is clearly inspired by the 
Ruach HaKodesh.  Passages that seemed obscure begin to make sense, and numerous levels of 
wisdom and understanding unfold before us. 
 
Thematic analysis of Scripture is based on the following premises.  1) Moses wrote the Torah as 
five separate books as the Ruach HaKodesh inspired him.  2) Since Adonai had him separate 
those words into five separate books, we surmise that each book has a unique message or theme.  
3) Within each book, the words are written with two paragraph-like divisions7 interrupting the 
flow of the words.  4) Since Adonai commanded Moshe to separate the individual books into 
smaller paragraph-like sections or Parshiot, we surmise that each Parsha was written as a 
separate unit because each of those Parshiot is trying to convey a unique thought, theme, concept 
or understanding.  Therefore, since Adonai inspired these divisions, we think they are VERY 
important.  We use these God-breathed divisions as the basis of our thematic analysis of 
Scripture.  Once you begin to interpret the Scriptures thematically, you will immediately SEE 
that Adonai wrote His words in a manner consistent with the intent that they be interpreted 
thematically. 
 
 Here is an example of what the Parsha divisions look like … 
 
 
 
 
 
 

—The Family House of Study— 
Examining the Parashat HaShavuah by  

Thematic Analysis 
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s—Parsha Stumah (plural, stumot)—A paragraph-like break inspired by the Ruach HaKodesh, 
still preserved on kosher Torah Scrolls, where there are at least nine blank spaces between a 
word and the next word, all on the same line of text. 
 

 
  

p—Parsha P'tuchah (plural, p'tuchot)—A paragraph-like break inspired by the Ruach HaKodesh, 
still preserved on kosher Torah Scrolls, where there are blank spaces extending to the end of a 
line of text and the subsequent text does not begin until the next line.  (Hebrew is read from right 
to left) 
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1  Genesis 32:4-33:17 s 

2  Genesis 33:18-20 s 

3  Genesis 34:1-30 p 

4  Genesis 34:31-8 p 

5  Genesis 35:9-22 p 

6  Genesis 35:23-29 p 

7  Genesis 36:1-19 s 

8  Genesis 36:20-30 s 

9  Genesis 36:31-43 p 

 

Understanding the Parsha 
Genesis 32:4-33:17 

 
Objective—Learn how to 1) interpret the main theme of a Parsha, 2) make thematic connections 
to that Parsha and 3) learn how to gain greater understanding of the Parsha under 
consideration through its thematic connections to other portions of Scripture. 
 

Understanding Genesis 32:4-33:17 
Part I 

 
I. I have specifically chosen this week's Parsha because it presents us with a few "problems."  

By problems, I mean facts that don't always make sense to the average reader, like me.  Sorry 
about the subjectiveness of my definition of the word, problems.  Let's generate a general 
outline of the flow of events in the Parsha.  Try your hand at it before looking at mine.  
Remember, I'm not the standard.  Your outline may be different and even more correct than 

—Parashat HaShavuah— 
 

 x ;l .v i Y ; w  
 

Vayishlach 
(And He Sent) 

 
 

Bereishit 32:4-36:43 
(Genesis 32:4-36:43) 
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mine.  The point is, learn how to outline!  ☺  Also, make the titles to your outline as short as 
possible.  Making your outline titles short forces you to formulate a more general theme. 

 
• Genesis 32:4-7—Jacob informs Esau of his return. 
• Genesis 32:8-24—Jacob prepares to meet Esau. 
• Genesis 32:25-33—Jacob wrestles with an angel. 
• Genesis 33:1-15—Jacob and Esau meet. 
• Genesis 33:16-17—Jacob and Esau part ways. 

 
Let's concentrate primarily on the first four parts of our outline. 
A. Read Genesis 32:4-7.  Even before reading Genesis 32:7, how do we know that Jacob is 

extremely worried concerning Esau's feelings about his return?8  Why was Jacob worried 
about Esau's reaction to his return?9  Okay, this sets the scene. Esau was entertaining 
thoughts of murder the last time Jacob saw him.  It's been twenty years and Jacob wants 
to know if Esau is still intent on killing him. 

B. Read Genesis 32:7-8.  Note the information given to Jacob by his messengers, as well as 
Jacob's response.  What should we expect to occur once Jacob and Esau meet?10 

C. Read Genesis 32:7-23.  What one word characterizes Jacob's emotional state of being?11  
As you can see, Jacob is hurrying in fear.  He is extremely fearful for the lives of his 
family.   

D. Read Genesis 32:25-33.  Doesn't this passage seem strange?  Of course it does.  This 
passage immediately brings up many questions.  Who is the man?  What happened to 
cause them to begin wrestling?  Why did Jacob want the angel to bless him?  Does this 
passage seem to have anything at all to do with Jacob and Esau's reunion?12  I must 
admit, I don't know the answers to these questions; however, hopefully I can impart some 
knowledge to you that will lead you one small step closer to the significance of these 
events.  For now, let's skip this section and return to it later. 

E. Read Genesis 33:1-15.  Does this passage seem to fit with the first passage we read in this 
long Parsha?  Why or why not?13  In other words, Genesis 32:4-24 leads us to believe that 
Esau was approaching with murderous thoughts, the same ones he had when Jacob fled 
for his life.  Then, all of the sudden, Genesis 33:1-15 shows us a totally different picture 
of Esau from the one portrayed through the characterization of him by Jacob's 
messengers and Jacob's fearful actions.  This should immediately grab our attention!   

II. What happened?  Can you tell me what happened between Genesis 32:4-24 and Genesis 
33:1-15?14  Do you see that?  Earlier, I asked you if Genesis 32:25-33 had anything at all to 
do with Jacob and Esau's reunion.  Now we can see that it had everything to do with it.  It is 
the key to understanding the apparent transformation of Esau.  Note how Jacob's encounter 
with the angel is strategically placed right between the seemingly disparate portraits of Esau!  
Surely, the events surrounding Jacob's wrestling match had a bearing on Esau's apparent 
change of heart. 
A. We can look at this Parsha in a number of ways.  Had Jacob's messengers misinterpreted 

Esau's intent in approaching with 400 men?  Or, had Esau intended on killing him, only 
to change his mind for some reason?  I don't know the answer for sure; however, I will 
suggest my current view.  I say current because I don't know that it is necessarily the 
correct answer.  I believe that Esau had intended to kill Jacob until his encounter with the 
angel.  Here is my reasoning. 
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III. To understand Esau's transformation, let's first try to understand Jacob's wrestling match.   
A. Read Genesis 32:8-22.  What three things does Jacob do in preparation for his fateful 

meeting with Esau?15 Genesis 32:22 informs us that after making his three preparations, 
Jacob turned in for the night.  As pointed out by Rav Chanoch Waxman from Har Etzion 
Yeshiva: 

 
"His threefold preparation complete, Yaakov goes to sleep, as ready as he can be (32:22).  
Surprisingly, immediately after being informed of Ya'akov's lying down for the night and 
right before the story of the struggle, we find Yaakov up and about, crossing the 
Yabbok…In pointed contrast to the previous splitting of his camp, he gathers together all 
of his people and possessions.  He is breaking camp and initiating a journey.  The sense 
of reversal of Ya'akov's previous preparations is further emphasized by the image of 
'getting up that night' (32:23), the precise opposite of the 'sleeping there that night' 
(32:22) that closes out Ya'akov's preparations.  Yaakov seems to have undergone a last-
minute change of plans."16   

 
Chaverim, this was a brilliant analysis by Rav Waxman. To support his thesis that Jacob 
has had a last second change of mind, note how he mentions that Jacob had already 
divided his family and possessions into two camps.  Now he is seen bringing them all 
together for a trip across the Jabbok!  Surely, this is a reversal of his original plan to meet 
Esau as two separate groups. So, what happened in Genesis 32:23-24!  Why did he wake 
up in the night and send his family across the Jabbok River?  The classical commentators 
are split in their opinions concerning his actions.  Some state that he was simply getting 
off to an early start, wanting to be prepared lest Esau come upon them unawares.  
However, I believe that the Rashbam hits the nail on the head with the following 
spectacular, stupendous, awesome thematic connection in which he noted the similarity 
of this passage concerning Jacob and a similar passage concerning David. 

B. Read II Samuel 17:21-24!  In this passage, David is fleeing from Absalom.  Note the 
following thematic connections to this week's sidra (Torah portion). 

 
• Just as Jacob arose, so likewise David arose. 
• Just as Jacob arose in the late night, pre-dawn hours, so likewise, David arose in the 

late night, pre-dawn hours. 
• Just as Jacob had all who were with him cross the river, so likewise, David had all 

with him cross the river. 
• Just as the verb stem for crossing appears three times to describe Jacob's late night 

crossing, so likewise, this same stem appears three times describing David's late night 
crossing. 

• Rashbam also noted that the two crossings occurred near each other geographically! 
• David arrived in Machanaim after crossing the river.  Jacob's last location was 

pinpointed at Machanaim (Genesis 32:3)! 
• Both David and Jacob are fleeing from a close family relative. 

 
Because of these amazing thematic connections, Rashbam concluded that just as David 
was fleeing from Absalom, so likewise, Jacob was fleeing from Esau!  Therefore, Adonai 
sent the angel to stop him from fleeing.  Furthermore, this would explain why Jacob's 
hip was injured; to prevent him from fleeing.  The beauty of this interpretation is that it is 
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based on a clear thematic connection to a similar event.  And, if you've studied with 
MBM for any length of time now, you know that this thematic connection is significant 
and shouldn't be disregarded too easily. 

 
Understanding Genesis 32:4-33:17 

Part II 
 

I. Now that we understand Jacob's actions in the late night before his rendezvous with Esau (he 
was trying to flee from Esau), let's see if we can better understand his wrestling match with 
the angel.   
A. Read Genesis 32:25-33.  Again, can you think of another passage thematically connected 

to Jacob wrestling with the angel?17  That's right!  Also note that just as Jacob wrestled 
the angel in the night, so likewise Jacob wrestled Esau in the darkness of his mother's 
womb.  In both instances, the physical wrestling match ended with daylight. 

B. Let's take an inventory of Jacob's life.  He wrestled with Esau (in the womb) because he 
wanted to come out first.  It's as if he knew the firstborn would get the blessing.  He took 
advantage of Esau's weakness to secure the birthright from him.  He used deception to 
steal the blessing intended for Esau.  Note all of the elaborate preparations he made to 
appease Esau.  Other than his prayer, Jacob was scheming as best he could how to 
overcome Esau's apparent anger.  Finally, in desperation, he even tried to run away.  You 
see, Jacob is used to trying to do things in his own strength and cunning.  After reviewing 
his life, do you think Jacob is handling things in the power of the Holy One's Ruach 
(Spirit)?  I don't think so.  In fact, I believe the angel was sent to prevent him from 
running.  The angel was sent to make him face Esau and obtain the forgiveness he needed 
before he could go on to become the nation Adonai planned. 

C. The episode with the angel was not the first time the Holy One dealt with Jacob 
concerning his scheming.  Remember how his Uncle Lavan substituted Leah for Rachel?  
Do you think it was a mere coincidence that Jacob was deceived in the same manner he 
deceived his father?  Isaac's eyesight was very poor; therefore, he couldn't see that it was 
Jacob he'd blessed.  So likewise, Jacob could not see that Rachel had been replaced with 
Leah because of the darkness in his tent.  This is an example of measure for measure 
judgment.  It seems as if Father YHVH is purposefully intervening in Jacob's life to help 
him tidy up a few things. 

II. Note what the angel said to Jacob in Genesis 32:28-29.  The actual wording is very 
important.   

 
No longer will it be said that your name is Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with the 
Divine and with man and have overcome. 

 
They will no longer say your name is Jacob, but Israel, for you have contended with God 
and with men and proven able. 
 

Both of these translations take on new meaning when you substitute the meaning of Jacob's 
name, which is supplanter.  They will no longer say your name is supplanter.  Who is, they?  
I believe it refers to anyone who knew how he had obtained the birthright and his blessing.  
It's as if the angel is saying, "No one will remember you any more as the one who supplants 
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by deception and scheming."  Why?  Because, Jacob has striven with God and with man.  
And we can certainly see his struggles with Lavan as well as Esau. 
A. Note the reason for Jacob's struggle.  He wouldn't let go of the Divine emissary until the 

angel blessed him.  I believe the angel was sent to keep him from running.  Therefore, 
Jacob could have been wrestling with the intent of freeing himself to continue his run 
away from Esau.  However, that's not why he continued to wrestle with the angel so 
intensely.  I believe that after the angel prevented him from fleeing, Jacob was forced to 
make a decision concerning his future.  Will he continue to try to manipulate and deceive 
as he had done, or will he begin to trust the Holy One to bring about His promises.  It 
seems that Jacob finally had enough scheming and struggling.  How do we know this?  
Because, instead of wrestling the angel to free himself so that he could continue his flight 
away from Esau, he wrestled the angel demanding to be blessed!  It's as if he said, 
"Okay, I'm not going to do things my way anymore.  I'll do it your way; however, I know 
it won't work your way unless I have your blessing.  Therefore, I'm not going anywhere 
until I get just that, your blessing!" 

 
Understanding Genesis 32:4-33:17 

Part III 
 
 

I. Now let's continue reading the narrative, post-angelic wrestling match, to see if Jacob has 
changed. 
A. Read Genesis 33:1-2.  These verses speak volumes!  But you will only understand their 

importance if you thematically connect them with another portion of Scripture.  What 
other verses are thematically related to Jacob dividing his family?18  That's right.  And 
why had he divided them into two camps?19  This time however, Jacob does not divide 
them into two camps.  He simply divides/puts them in an order to meet Esau.  If he were 
still fearful for his life, wouldn't he have kept them divided into two separate camps as he 
had previously planned?  I think so.  However, after his night of wrestling with the angel, 
Jacob is a new man.  He is no longer Jacob, the supplanter.  He is Israel!  He is Israel, 
who has been blessed by Adonai.  Therefore, what can Esau do to him apart from it being 
the will of the Holy One?  Thus, the fact that Jacob abandoned his original partition of his 
family (and belongings) into two separate camps, is proof that he has been changed by 
his encounter with the angel.  Instead of a schemer who was ready to run away, he 
confronted Esau in humble, sincere confidence. 

II. Throughout this narrative, have you noticed the thematic disposition Jacob takes with respect 
to Esau?  Note how many times Jacob refers to Esau as master or brother and how often he 
referred to himself as Esau's servant (Genesis 32:4-7, 12, 14, 17-19, 21; 33:3, 5, 8, 13-15)!  
Wow, what a thematic picture of Jacob.  Note how many times Jacob bowed to Esau 
(Genesis 33:3).  All Jacob's actions are a complete reversal of everything the blessings 
(which he stole) stand for.  The blessing given to Jacob (Genesis 27:28-29) stated that Jacob 
was to be "a lord to your kinsmen."  Furthermore, Isaac said "your mother's sons will 
prostrate themselves to you."  So what's going on here.  The exact opposite is occurring!  
Jacob is calling Esau lord and bowing to him as well!  I will answer this question in the 
section, Messiah in the Parsha.  For now, just understand that Jacob has truly been 
transformed into Israel. 
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Understanding Genesis 32:4-33:17 
Part IV 

 
I. We have seen the transformation of Jacob.  But what about Esau.  Well, we've already noted 

the apparent contradiction in the characterization of Esau as presented in Genesis 32:4-24 
versus Genesis 33:1-15.  In Genesis 32:4-24, we are led to believe that Esau is approaching 
with murderous thoughts, the same ones he had when Jacob fled for his life.  Then, all of the 
sudden, Genesis 33:1-15 shows us a totally different picture of Esau from the one portrayed 
through the characterization of him by the message of Jacob's messengers and Jacob's fearful 
actions.  Earlier, I hinted that the episode with the angel was the key in understanding this 
transformation. 
A. I believe Esau was originally approaching Jacob with the intent of killing him, just as 

Genesis 32:4-24 implies.  However, I believe that Esau was also changed, just as Jacob 
was changed by his encounter with the angel!  I believe that after dealing with Jacob, the 
Holy One dealt with Esau.  I believe Esau's heart was softened towards Jacob as a direct 
result of Jacob coming to terms with how he had been living his life.  In other words, 
Esau's changed character is a direct fulfillment of the blessing Jacob received from the 
angel.  It was the blessing that changed Esau, just as much as it had changed Jacob.  
However, it was Jacob who had to change first, in order for Esau to respond in kind.  
Thus, although the struggle with the angel originally may have seemed out of place, it is 
the key to understanding Jacob's transformation into Israel, as well as Esau's 
transformation into a man who was willing to forgive his brother who had wronged him 
so long ago.  Once Jacob became Israel, Esau could forgive him.  Had Jacob continued to 
be Jacob, the supplanter, scheming and dealing his way into blessings, Esau would not 
have forgiven him. 

 
 
 

Searching the Parshiot 
 

 
Objective—Learn how to 1) uncover the theme of a passage, 2) relate it to other passages and 3) 
gain new insight on how to interpret the original passage based on its thematic connection to 
those other passages. 
 

The Lives of the Patriarchs Are Prophecies  
of Events to Occur in the Lives of Their Descendants 

 
I. Throughout the commentaries, I’ve tried to impress upon you that the Torah is a prophetic 

document.  The narratives in the Torah are not isolated historical events of the past.  Each 
and every story contains prophetic and Messianic significance!  It is through thematic 
analysis that these deeper levels of understanding and application will come forth.  Amongst 
the Jewish Torah scholars, it is pretty much axiomatic that the events which occurred in the 
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lives of the Patriarchs were prophetic foreshadows of future events in the lives of their 
descendants! 

II. Read Genesis 34:1-35:7.   I want you to concentrate on two main events in this passage.  The 
first event concerns the proposal of Hamor—Genesis 34:8-10.  The second event concerns 
Jacob’s travels to Bethel—Genesis 35:5.  Now read Numbers 25:1-9 and Numbers 31:1-20.  
How are the passages in Genesis and Numbers thematically related?20  

 
• In both stories, the pagans tried to intermarry with Am Yisrael. 
• Both accounts specifically document an Israelite and a pagan who cohabited together. 
• In both stories, the pagan men were decimated. 
• In both stories, the pagan women and children, as well as the booty from the 

slaughter, were kept by Am Yisrael. 
 

Now, do you think this is all a mere coincidence? 
A. Now read Genesis 35:1-7. Can you think of another passage in the Torah thematically 

related to Jacob's travels to Bethel in Genesis 35:1-7?21  That’s right.  
B. Did you also notice that these two events, the threat of assimilation and the fear of the 

Canaanites upon seeing Am Yisrael enter the land, are within close proximity to each 
other in these two separate books?  In other words, it’s not a coincidence that those two 
events are recorded together when Jacob brought his family into Eretz Yisrael and when 
Am Yisrael approached Eretz Yisrael from the wilderness!  You have just witnessed 
another example of how the lives of the Patriarchs were prophetic foreshadows of the 
future events of their descendants.  The threat of assimilation presented by Hamor was a 
prophetic picture of how Am Yisrael would face this same threat when they entered the 
Promised Land!  Furthermore, the fear that fell upon the Canaanites when Jacob entered 
Eretz Yisrael was a prophetic foreshadow of the fear that would one day grip the 
inhabitants of Canaan when Am Yisrael came to obtain the Land as their inheritance!  
Once again, we can see that the narratives of the Torah have as much to do with the 
future as they do with the past.  Baruch HaShem YHVH!!!  So what does this teach us 
about Jacob's travels?22  That's right.  We have already seen how Abraham and Isaac's 
lives were prophetic shadows of future events.  For example, we've seen that Abraham is 
often a picture of the Father in heaven, whereas Isaac is often a picture of Yeshua.  Now 
we see that Jacob and his family are a picture of the nation of Israel.  Think about these 
prophetic pictures as you continue to study the Torah over the next few years.  Finally, as 
we continue to study the book of Genesis, you will see more and more amazing instances 
of how the narratives of Jacob and his family are prophetic pictures of future events.  You 
are in for a major blessing! 
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Making the Connection Between the Parashat HaShavuah 
and the Haftarah  

 
Objective—Learn how to relate Scriptures thematically, thereby learning how to think 
Hebraically.  Become rooted in the importance of thematic analysis by seeing it in action as you 
relate the Torah portion to the Haftarah portion. 
 
The Haftarah reading is found in Obadiah 1:1-21.  I will list some verses from the Haftarah 
reading.  Your job will be to relate them thematically to the Parashat HaShavuah reading. 
 

I. How is Obadiah 1:1 thematically related to the Torah portion?23 
II. You may not know this unless you have a Chumash, but in Genesis 33:4, each letter in the 

phrase, and he kissed him, has a little dot over it.  This is very unusual and the sages of Israel 
are divided concerning its meaning.  Some feel that it is an allusion to the fact that Esau’s 
kisses were insincere.   
A. Read Ezekiel 35:1-5, According to these verses, Esau will maintain his hatred for Israel 

forever.  At this time, I think the dots may have the following meaning.  Could they 
imply that although Esau truly expressed forgiveness, his descendants wouldn’t?  
Remember, I think Esau was changed because of Jacob’s transformation into Israel.  
Prophetically, we know that the transformation of the nation of Jacob’s descendants into 
Israel, one who prevails with Elohim, will not occur until Messiah returns and Israel is 
made the head of the nations.  Therefore, I think this may be a warning to future 
generations of Am Yisrael.  Yes, Esau did act with forgiveness towards Jacob; however, 
don’t be fooled.  His descendants won’t extend the same kiss in sincerity.  As you read 
the Haftarah, you will see that Edom truly dealt treacherously with their brother, Jacob. 

 
If you would like to explore more information about connections between the Torah portion and 
the Haftarah reading, then go to the Haftarah Connections link on our website under The Weekly 
Torah Portion.  You will be able to download a document that will show you numerous 
Scriptures from the Haftarah reading so that you can determine how they are thematically 
connected to the Torah portion.  The answers are provided as endnotes.  This is an excellent 
exercise to help you begin thinking thematically.   
 

Messiah in the Parsha  
 

 
Objective—Learn how the Torah teaches about the life and ministry of Yeshua HaMashiach.  
Yeshua said that Moses wrote about Him24.  Since the Torah never even mentions the word 
Messiah, this section will help you see the Messiah in the Torah.  This is primarily done using 
thematic analysis and midrash.   
 

Jacob’s Picture of Servanthood 
 

I. Earlier, I stated the following: 
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“Throughout this narrative, have you noticed the thematic disposition Jacob takes with respect to 
Esau?  Note how many times Jacob refers to Esau as master or brother and how often he referred 
to himself as Esau's servant (Genesis 32:4-7, 12, 14, 17-19, 21; 33:3, 5, 8, 13-15)!  Wow, what a 
thematic picture of Jacob.  Note how many times Jacob bowed to Esau (Genesis 33:3).  All 
Jacob's actions are a complete reversal of everything the blessings (which he stole) stand for.  The 
blessing given to Jacob (Genesis 27:28-29) stated that Jacob was to be "a lord to your kinsmen."  
Furthermore, Isaac said "your mother's sons will prostrate themselves to you."  So what's going 
on here.  The exact opposite is occurring!  Jacob is calling Esau lord and bowing to him as well!” 
 

I told you that Esau was changed because Jacob had changed.  Let’s see how this works. 
A. All Jacob’s life he has tried to secure the blessing.  Even before his birth, he strove for the 

blessing!  What does the blessing represent?25  Jacob wants to lead.  He wants to establish 
the nation that will one day be a blessing to the entire world.  Until he wrestled with the 
angel, he used every means to secure the blessing including physical struggling, lopsided 
deals, and deceit.  He knew what he wanted and was willing to pay any human price for 
it.  However, note his attitude after wrestling with the angel.  He is repentant.  
Furthermore, he has placed himself in the role of servant, the exact opposite of what he 
desires. 

B. Can you think of a thematic connection between the above stated concepts and one of 
Yeshua’s teachings on discipleship?26  That’s right.  This is Jacob’s, or shall I say Israel’s 
new motivation.  Instead of trying to secure the leadership, he is now taking on the role of 
servant.  Now he understands that he must serve to lead! 

C. This is the reason Esau was able to accept him.  Prophetically, the Jewish nation will 
never gain the respect of the Arab nations until it is transformed into Israel, one who has 
prevailed with Elohim.  Furthermore, Israel will have to be the servant to the nations the 
Holy One has called him to be.  And this will only occur as Am Yisrael find themselves 
in Messiah Yeshua.  Only then will Am Yisrael be reconciled to Esau.   
 
 

Rachel’s Mourning and Death 
 

I. Read Genesis 35:16-20.  During this passage, Rachel died during childbirth.  As she was 
dying, she named her son Ben Oni, which means son of my mourning.  Thus, we have a 
thematic connection between Rachel, her child and mourning.  Can you think of another 
Scripture thematically related to this one?27  In Jeremiah 31:15, the prophet stated that Rachel 
was mourning for her children.  In past lessons, we saw the reason why Rachel’s children 
should be linked to the Messiah.  She was the third Matriarch who needed supernatural help 
to conceive a child from a barren/dead womb.  Although she had already had Joseph, she 
went through approximately eight more years of barrenness before conceiving her second 
son, whom Jacob renamed Benjamin. 
A. Note the location where Rachel died.  It was just outside Ephrath.  Can you think of a 

verse that thematically links the Messiah with Ephrath?28  As you can see, this is a 
Messianic prophecy of the birth of the Messiah.  According to Matthew 2:5-6, the 
religious rulers in Israel understood Micah 5:2 to be a prophecy of the Messiah’s birth.   
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B. How is Micah 5:2-3 thematically connected to this week’s Parsha?29  The sum of these 
thematic connections teaches us that in some manner, the Messiah’s birth will be related 
to mourning and labor pains. 

C. Now Read Matthew 2:16-18 .  As you can see, when Rachel named her son Ben Oni (son 
of my mourning), she was actually prophesying of the mourning that would occur when 
the Messiah was born!   This mourning resulted because of the slaying of all male babies 
below the age of two.   Once again, we see that the lives of the Patriarchs and Matriarchs 
have as much to do with the future as they do the past. 

II. Can you think of another thematic connection between Rachel’s mourning because of the 
slaughter of innocent male babies?30  That’s right.  What does this thematic connection teach 
us about Moses?31  We know this because Moses was the expectant deliverer for Am Yisrael, 
just as Yeshua was!  Just as hasatan tried to destroy Moses (the expectant deliverer) at his 
birth, so likewise, he tried to destroy Yeshua. 

III. Can you think of another deliverer whom hasatan will try to destroy at his birth?32  In 
Exodus, Pharaoh tried to destroy the future deliverer of the nation of Israel by having all 
baby boys cast into the Nile.  In Revelation, hasatan tries to destroy the manchild who was to 
rule the nations with a rod of iron.  Note the following similarities. 
A. In Exodus, the one to be destroyed (Moses) was destined to rule and exercise authority.  

In Rev 12, the man-child to be destroyed was destined to rule the nations with a rod of 
iron. 

B. In Exodus, Pharaoh tried to destroy the future ruler at his birth.  In Revelation 12, hasatan 
tries to destroy the manchild at birth! 

C. In Exodus, the deliverer, Moses, is supernaturally preserved by Adonai.  In Revelation, 
the manchild is supernaturally delivered from the hands of hasatan. 

D. In Exodus, Pharaoh tries to use the waters of the Nile River to destroy the deliverer.  In 
Revelation 12, hasatan tries to use water to destroy the remnant of the woman's seed.  Is 
this mere coincidence? 

  
While many believe that the manchild of Revelation 12 refers to Yeshua and that 
the catching up to God’s throne refers to Yeshua’s ascension, at present, I do not 
think so.  I think it pertains to an end-time company of overcomers for the 
following reasons.  1) Revelation 2:26-27 promises that those who overcome will 
be allowed to rule with a rod of iron—just as stated in Revelation 12:5, 
concerning the manchild.  2) In Revelation 1:19, John is told to write the things 
which he has seen, the things which are, and the things which shall be hereafter.  
Revelation 1:1-19 corresponds to the things that he had seen.  Revelation 1:20-
3:22 correspond to the things which are.  Revelation 4:1-22:21 correspond to the 
things which shall be hereafter, i.e., in the future.  Revelation 4:1 specifically 
states, “…I will show you the things which must be hereafter.”  Therefore the 
catching of the manchild into heaven cannot be Yeshua’s ascension, which was a 
past event.  Furthermore, Yeshua wasn’t delivered from hasatan—as stated in 
Revelation 12—by being caught up to the throne.  Lastly, Revelation 14:4 states 
that there are some who stand on Mount Tziyon (Rev 14:1), who were redeemed 
from the earth (Rev 14:4) as firstfruits, which is thematically connected to being 
caught up to God’s throne (Rev 12:5). 
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The Doctrine of Balaam in the Last Generation 
 

I. We have already seen that the doctrine of Balaam—a doctrine of assimilation among the 
nations of the world—was prophetically pictured for us when Jacob was tempted to allow his 
descendants to intermarry with Hamor in Shechem.   On a deeper level, I suggest that the 
doctrine of Balaam is actually the doctrine of hasatan!  Remember, the lives of the Patriarchs 
are prophetic foreshadows of future generations.  We saw a fulfillment of this picture 
(originally presented in Genesis 34) when Balaam counseled the Midianites to seduce Am 
Yisrael.  What you may not know is that any prophetic act may have multiple fulfillments! 
B. Read Revelation 2:14.  In this passage Yeshua states that the last generation will have to 

deal with the doctrine of Balaam!  Now remember, the doctrine of Balaam was played 
out for us prophetically in Genesis 34!  Therefore, we see that the story of Genesis 34 
was actually a prophetic foreshadow of events pertaining to the last generation who will 
see Messiah come on clouds of Glory!  Now you can understand why Isaiah made this 
prophecy: 

 
        5To whom will you liken Me, and make Me equal And compare Me, that we should be alike? 
6They lavish gold out of the bag, And weigh silver on the scales; They hire a goldsmith, and he 
makes it a god; They prostrate themselves, yes, they worship. 7They bear it on the shoulder, they 
carry it And set it in its place, and it stands; From its place it shall not move. Though one cries out 
to it, yet it cannot answer, Nor save him out of his trouble.  8"Remember this, and show yourselves 
men; Recall to mind, O you transgressors.  9Remember the former things of old,  
For I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is none like Me,  
10Declaring the end from the beginning, And from ancient times things that are not yet done, 
Saying, "My counsel shall stand, And I will do all My pleasure… (Isaiah 46:5-10) 

 
 
 

Fun For the Whole Family! 
 

Okay, time to show what you’ve learned.  Word searches and crossword puzzles are 
available for you to test your understanding.  The word search for adults (and older 
children) consists of 20-30 words taken from this week’s sidra (portion). Some of the 
words may be common Hebrew words or English phrases.  The crossword puzzle for 
adults (and older children) may also contain common Hebrew words or English phrases.  
There is also a word search for the little guys!  And of course, the answer key is 
provided for the crossword puzzle. 

 
Adult and children’s crossword puzzles and word searches are available on Restoration of 
Torah’s website:  www.restorationoftorah.org.  Click on the link entitled, The Weekly 
Torah Portion Crossword Puzzles and Word Searches. 

 
 

 
Shabbat Shalom! 
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1 Shabbat is Hebrew for Sabbath. 
 
2 In its most limited form, the Torah comprises the first five books of Moses. 
 
3 Holy Spirit. 
 
4 The Parashat HaShavuah, or weekly Parashat, are the weekly readings from the Torah.  Each week, beginning on 
the Shabbat, we read specific selections from the Torah, such that we complete the entire Torah each year. 
 
5 Tanakh is the entirety of what is commonly called the Old Testament.  It is a Hebrew acronym taken from the three 
major divisions of the Tanakh: the Torah, Prophets (Neviim) and Writings (Khetuvim). 
 
6 Brit Chadasha is commonly known as the New Testament Scriptures. 
 
7 This paragraph-like division is called a Parsha (Parshiot, plural). 
 
8 He sent messengers ahead of him to inform Esau of his return.  Furthermore, he obviously sent them way in 
advance of his return so that they could inform him of Esau's disposition.  That's why they had enough time to go to 
Esau and return BEFORE Jacob arrived. 
 
9 Remember, he had fled to Charan because Esau wanted to kill him for taking the birth right and the "blessing." 
 
10 It seems as if Esau is still intent on killing Jacob! 
 
11 Fear, with a capital F. 
 
12 On the surface, no. 
 
13 It doesn't seem to fit at all.  Throughout Genesis 32:4-33, the Torah seems to imply that Esau is coming towards 
Jacob with the intent of killing him!  Esau's actions (Esau ran to him, embraced him, fell upon his neck, kissed him 
and he wept) are totally at odds with the picture the Torah had painted in its previous verses. 
 
14 Yes, Genesis 32:25-33, when Jacob wrestled the “man.” 
 
15 1) Page: 6 
He divided his family into two camps, 2) He prayed, asking the Holy One for help, 3) lastly, he sent gifts to Esau in 
hopes that they would appease his anger. 
 
16 And Yaakov was Left Alone, by Rav Chanoch Waxman, The Israel Koschitzky Virtual Beit Midrash, 
http://www.vbm-torah.org/en/and-yaakov-was-left-alone. 
 
17 Yes, when Jacob was in the womb he wrestled with Esau! 
 
18 Earlier, in Genesis 32:8-9, Jacob had divided his family into two camps. 
 
19 Because, he feared Esau would attack them.  He wanted to ensure the survival of at least a portion of his family. 
 
20 In both instances the pagans were trying to get Am Yisrael to assimilate with them! 
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21 Yes.  Numbers 22:1-6, where the inhabitants of the land of Canaan are gripped with fear as Am Yisrael travel to 
the Land! 
 
22 It teaches us that Jacob's travels with his family are a prophetic picture of the travels of future generations of Am 
Yisrael (the people of Israel). 
 
23 The nations have heard news concerning Edom, just as Jacob received tidings/news concerning Esau (Edom) from 
his messengers. 
 
24 Yeshua said in John 5:46 that Moses spoke about him.  Psalm 40:6-8, speaking of the Messiah said that the book 
is written about Him.  Paul said that all of the feasts were prophetic shadows of Messiah Yeshua. 
 
25 The blessing given to Jacob (Genesis 27:28-29) stated that Jacob was to be "a lord to your kinsmen."  
Furthermore, Isaac said "your mother's sons will prostrate themselves to you."  Therefore, the blessing represents 
family leadership. 
 
26 Yes.  He said that whoever wants to be a leader must become a servant to all. 
 
27 Yes, Jeremiah 31:15.   
 
28 Yes, Micah 5:2-5. 
 
29 Both passages speak of someone having labor pains in Ephrath. 
 
30 There was a slaughter of male babies when Moses was born. 
 
31 It teaches us that Moses’ life will be a picture of the Messiah! 
 
32 Yes, the manchild of Revelation 12. 
 


