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—The Family House of Study—
Examining the Parashat HaShavuah by
Thematic Analysis
Welcome to Mishpachah Beit Midrash, the Family House of Study. Each Shabbat1 we gather in
our home and study the Scriptures, specifically the Torah.2 It’s a fun time of receiving revelation
from the Ruach HaKodesh3. Everyone joins in—adults and children—as we follow the Parashat
HaShavuah4 schedule. We devote ourselves to studying the Torah because the Torah is the
foundation for all of Scripture. Therefore, a thorough understanding of the Torah will help us
more fully understand the rest of the Tanakh5 and the Brit Chadasha.6 Furthermore, as Yeshua
stated Himself, the Torah teaches about Him. So we study the Torah in order to be drawn closer
to Yeshua, the goal of the Torah.
As believers in the Messiah we have discovered the richness of the wisdom of the sages of Israel.
These men, who devoted themselves to the study of the Torah, have left us a rich heritage. Part
of that heritage is a unique method of learning and interpreting the Scriptures. It’s called
thematic analysis. In thematic analysis we search for the underlying theme/topic of each passage
of Scripture. By studying Scriptures related by a common theme, line upon line and precept
upon precept, the Scriptures open up to us in a unique manner that is clearly inspired by the
Ruach HaKodesh. Passages that seemed obscure begin to make sense, and numerous levels of
wisdom and understanding unfold before us.
Thematic analysis of Scripture is based on the following premises. 1) Moses wrote the Torah as
five separate books as the Ruach HaKodesh inspired him. 2) Since Adonai had him separate
those words into five separate books, we surmise that each book has a unique message or theme.
3) Within each book, the words are written with two paragraph-like divisions7 interrupting the
flow of the words. 4) Since Adonai commanded Moshe to separate the individual books into
smaller paragraph-like sections or Parshiot, we surmise that each Parsha was written as a
separate unit because each of those Parshiot is trying to convey a unique thought, theme, concept
or understanding. Therefore, since Adonai inspired these divisions, we think they are VERY
important. We use these God-breathed divisions as the basis of our thematic analysis of
Scripture. Once you begin to interpret the Scriptures thematically, you will immediately SEE
that Adonai wrote His words in a manner consistent with the intent that they be interpreted
thematically.
Here is an example of what the Parsha divisions look like …
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s—Parsha Stumah (plural, stumot)—A paragraph-like break inspired by the Ruach HaKodesh,
still preserved on kosher Torah Scrolls, where there are at least nine blank spaces between a
word and the next word, all on the same line of text.

p—Parsha P'tuchah (plural, p'tuchot)—A paragraph-like break inspired by the Ruach HaKodesh,
still preserved on kosher Torah Scrolls, where there are blank spaces extending to the end of a
line of text and the subsequent text does not begin until the next line. (Hebrew is read from right
to left)
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—Parashat HaShavuah—

h' k ' r . B ; h tao z . w
V’zot HaBrakha
(And this is the blessing)

Devarim 33:1 – 34:12
(Deuteronomy 33:1 – 34:12)

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Devarim 33:1-6 s
Devarim 33:7 p
Devarim 33:8-11 s
Devarim 33:12 s
Devarim 33:13-17 s
Devarim 33:18-19 s
Devarim 33:20-21 s
Devarim 33:22-23 s
Devarim 33:24-29 s
Devarim 34:1-12

Understanding the Parsha & Searching the Parshiot
Combined
Objective—Learn how to 1) uncover the theme of a passage, 2) relate the theme to other
passages and 3) gain new insight on how to interpret the original passage based on its thematic
connection to those other passages.

Introductory Verses to V’zot HaBrakha
I.

Let’s see if we can understand what Adonai is teaching in these first few verses. Read
Devarim 33:1-5. What is the main theme of Devarim 33:1-2a?8 What is the main theme of
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Devarim 33:2b-4?9 Note how often Moses made mention of the Torah that was given to Am
Yisrael. This is a central theme in these first few verses. So far, the Torah has painted a
picture of Adonai approaching Am Yisrael with the Torah. In other words, it’s almost as if
He is coming with a gift! How might Devarim 33:3-4 support such a notion?10 Once again,
we can plainly see that the Torah was meant to be a gift, not a curse, as many erroneously
teach. We can strengthen the notion that the Torah was given as a gift by making another
thematic connection concerning the phrase, “all His saints are in Your hand.” Isaiah 49:16
states the following: “Behold, I have engraved you (Am Yisrael—The People of Israel) on
the palms of my hands.” In context, these verses are speaking of Adonai’s profound love for
Am Yisrael; that He would never forget them! This thematic connection strengthens the
notion that Devarim 33:1-4 recounts the giving of the Torah within the context of Adonai’s
great love for the people! The Torah is not a curse. Nor was it given as a curse upon Am
Yisrael. It was given as a gift of love, from a loving Creator to the creation He loves.
A. Jewish legend teaches that as Adonai spoke the words of the Torah, the words came forth
as a fiery substance and impacted the people. Can you think of a thematic connection
within Devarim 33:1-4 that would support such a notion?11 Another passage which
supports such a notion is Devarim 18:16. Note how the words of Torah are thematically
connected to a fiery substance.
"The LORD your God will raise up for you a Prophet like me from your midst, from your
brethren. Him you shall hear, according to all you desired of the LORD your God in
Horeb in the day of the assembly, saying, ‘Let me not hear again the voice of the LORD
my God, nor let me see this great fire anymore, lest I die (Devarim 18:16).'”
As you can see, sometimes there is ample evidence within the Scriptures to support some of
the oral legends that have been passed down from generation to generation.

And This Is the Blessing
I.

Let’s look at the blessings Moses bestowed upon Am Yisrael (the people of Israel). Have
you wondered why Moses blessed them in the particular order that he did? The sages of
Israel have asked this question. Why is it important? Well, when you study the Scriptures
thematically, and begin to compare and contrast thematically related passages, these
questions will naturally arise. For example, what other passage of Scriptures do you think
might be thematically related to Devarim 33:6-24?12 That’s right. A blessing has been
spoken over Am Yisrael before (see Genesis 49) and the ordering of the tribes was different.
Please note the orderings in Table I13.

TABLE I
Blessing of Genesis 49
Reuben
Simeon
Levi
Judah

Blessing of Deuteronomy 33
Reuben
Judah
Levi
Benjamin
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Zebulon
Issachar
Dan
Gad
Asher
Naphtali
Joseph
Benjamin

Joseph
Zebulon
Issachar
Gad
Dan
Naphtali
Asher

The obvious question is, “Why is the ordering different?” Furthermore, one certainly wonders
why Simeon was left out! Let’s look at these blessings individually and determine any common
theme relating them. Instead of looking at them in order, however, let’s look at them randomly.
I.
Read Devarim 33:7. This is the blessing for the tribe of Judah. After reading this passage,
can you guess why Moses prays that Adonai will hear the voice of Judah, strengthen his
hands, and help him against his enemies?14 Note the language. It’s the language of warfare.
Why would Moses’ blessing be given within the thematic context of warfare?15 That’s right.
Warfare with the inhabitants of the land is imminent. This is our first clue concerning the
reason for this set of blessings.
II.
Read Devarim 33:8-11. I’m not sure of the meaning of Devarim 33:8. I have tried to make
connections, but I don’t have any good answers yet. Concerning Devarim 33:9, do you know
what this passage is referring to? If not, let me help you. Note how the passage states the
tribe of Levi “did not acknowledge his brothers,” nor “know his own children.”
Furthermore, it states that he said of his mother, “I have not seen them.” These three phrases
seem to imply that Levi disregarded his blood relatives in some manner. With that as a
background, note how the last third of Devarim 33:9 states that Levi, “observed Your word
and kept Your covenant.” In other words, when did Levi disregard his own family members
in order to obey Adonai’s covenant?16 Read Exodus 32:25-29. This passage is a perfect
thematic match. In it, the sons of Levi were the ones who disregarded their family
connections, joined the cause of Adonai and even slew their own sons and brothers who had
partaken in the sin of the golden calf. Note how Exodus 32:29 states that Levi would receive
a blessing specifically because of their actions of opposing their sons and brothers! How is
this thematically connected to Devarim 33:8-11?17
A. Read Devarim 33:10-11a. When will the tribe of Levi fulfill its duties of teaching Torah
to Am Israel and officiating the sacrificial services?18 That’s right.
B. Do you see a connection between Devarim 33:11 and Devarim 33:7?19 As we can see,
both passages contain the theme of warfare, right? In other words, it seems that both
passages are anticipating the battles that lay ahead in the Promised Land.
C. In the first part of section II above, we learned that Levi was instrumental in fighting
idolatry within the midst of Am Yisrael (the sin of the golden calf was the sin of
idolatry). How is Levi’s role as a contender for the faith thematically related to the
impending battles in the Promised Land?20 As you can see, Levi’s zeal to fight idolatry is
definitely thematically connected to the impending battles in the Promised Land! This is
the second blessing that has had a thematic connection to the battles that loom ahead for
Am Yisrael.
III.
Read Devarim 33:22. What theme can you discern in the blessing given to Dan?21 Once
again, we see a military theme associated with the blessing.
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IV.
V.
VI.
VII.

VIII.
IX.

Read Devarim 33:20-21. What is the general theme of Devarim 33:20?22 Sound familiar?
What is the meaning of the phrase, “He provided the first part for himself?”23 This blessing
has a dual theme of warfare and inheritance. Let’s continue.
Read Devarim 33:12. How is this blessing thematically related to any of the previous
blessings?24
Read Devarim 33:13-17. How is this blessing thematically related to any of the previous
blessings?25 Most of the verses in this passage speak of the profound natural abundance that
will be found within the inheritance of the tribe of Joseph (Ephraim and Manasseh).
Read Devarim 33:18-19. What are we to make of the phrase, “in your going out?” Going in
and coming out is a military idiom meaning to go out and come in from war (see Numbers
27:15-23, Devarim 31:2, II Kings 11:8! Concerning Issachar, this passage states they are to
rejoice in their tents. Tents also mean dwelling places, i.e., their inheritance. Once again, we
can see a blessing that combines the themes of warfare and inheritance. According to the
sages of Israel, Zebulon’s territory was situated near the Mediterranean Sea. Furthermore,
Zebulon was the tribe that excelled in seafaring or nautical dealings. Devarim 33:19c speaks
of the blessing of the seas Zebulon would receive and 33:19d speaks of the abundance of
blessing from the land of Issachar (treasures hidden in the sand). What’s most important
though, is that we have made more connections between the blessing and military
conquest/inheritance.
A. Read Numbers 27:15-23. How is the Urim and Thummim thematically connected to
warfare?26 Did you notice that I didn’t make any comment about the significance of the
Urim and Thummim when we discussed the Levites in Devarim 33:8-11? With your
current understanding of the usage of the Urim and Thummim, what is the thematic
significance of the Urim and Thummim in Devarim 33:8a?27 Wow! As you can see,
even the Urim and Thummim are thematically connected to warfare!
Read Devarim 33:23. How is this verse thematically related to the previous blessings?28
Read Devarim 33:24-25. With help from some of my sources, I have learned that Asher’s
blessing (Devarim 33:24) refers to the abundance of olive trees (olive oil). Here is an
alternate translation of Devarim 33:25.
“May your borders be sealed like iron and copper and like the days of your prime, so may
your old age be (The ArtScroll Series/Stone Edition of Tanakh).”

X.

XI.

As you can see, this translation is quite different from the English translations. I don’t know
which one is best; however, note how The Tanakh translation fits with the theme of warfare
(borders sealed from the enemy)!
Read Devarim 33:6. We have seen how each blessing related to either warfare, inheritance
or both. With that in mind, how might this verse be thematically connected to the other
blessings?29 Maybe this was a special prayer on behalf of the Reubenites that they be spared
great loss of life since they had promised to help secure the inheritances of their brothers
first. Once again, we see that the blessing is thematically connected to the inheritance and
warfare of the land.
In almost every case, we’ve seen that the blessings were thematically related to 1) the tribe’s
inheritance or 2) the warfare involved in obtaining that inheritance. It’s not difficult to see
how inheritance and warfare are thematically connected. The tribes will inherit their land
only through warfare. Therefore, we can conclude that the blessings are related to the
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inheritances of the tribes. Perhaps, now we can answer our first question which was, “Why
were the blessings of the tribes ordered as they were instead of according to age?” In order
to see this, you will need a Bible that contains a map of Israel and the borders of each tribe.
The main point I want to make is that the tribes were listed according to their inheritance in
the land. You will also need to know one other fact. Although there may be another primary
reason for listing the tribes in a particular order (inheritance, in this instance), the tribes born
to Jacob’s two wives, Rachel and Leah, always take precedence over those born to the
handmaidens.
A. Looking at a map of the inheritance territories, you will see that the blessings are listed
according to the land inheritances from south to north! But remember the precedence of
Leah and Rachel’s children.
1. Although the territories of Judah and Reuben are both furthest south (we’ll deal with
Simeon later), Reuben is listed first because his inheritance was given to him before
Judah’s. Remember, Reuben’s inheritance was on the east side of the Jordan. This
territory had already been conquered when Am Yisrael conquered Sichon the
Amorite.
2. Yehuda is next.
3. Levi is next. Although Levi did not have a particular land inheritance, his
inheritance is Adonai. Although the city of Jerusalem lay within the borders of both
Judah and Benjamin, it just so happens that the Temple (Beit HaMikdash) was
actually within the borders of Benjamin! The blessing of Devarim 33:12 concerns
Adonai’s dwelling place being among the tribe of Benjamin. As we travel north from
Judah’s territory, the inheritance of Benjamin is next; however, the Torah lists Levi
before him. This may be because Adonai was his inheritance and he was older than
Benjamin? I’m not sure.
4. Benjamin is listed next.
5. Continuing north, Joseph (Ephraim and Manasseh) is next.
6. Continuing north, Zebulon and Issachar are next. This concludes the children of Leah
and Rachel. ☺ Now that the sons of Leah and Rachel have been blessed, the Torah
can go to the children of the maidservants. Therefore we go south again to re-start
our south to north inheritance template.
7. Note that Gad and Dan have almost equivalent latitudes. So which one do you think
should be listed first and why—hint, the primary ordering criterion is inheritance?30
As you can see, Gad is listed before Dan.
8. The last two tribes were Naphtali and Asher. Asher was the northernmost territory
and hence is listed after Naphtali.
B. What about Simeon? It seems that Simeon was left out? Not exactly. If you look at your
map, you may get the impression that Simeon’s inheritance was further south than
Judah’s. Well, in actuality, Simeon’s tribe was dispersed within Judah’s territory! Why
is this so? In order to answer this question, you will need to make a thematic connection
concerning 1) Simeon, 2) his inheritance and 3) a blessing. Do you know where the
answer is?31 Remember how the tribes of Levi and Simeon killed all of the males of
Shechem because of the rape of their sister Dinah by Shechem, the son of Hamor? Well,
as punishment for their sin, their tribes did not receive their own land inheritance. Now
you know why the tribe of Levi was scattered throughout Israel. Now you also know
why the tribe of Simeon was scattered mainly throughout Judah. Neither tribe received
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their own land inheritance because of their anger in the matter concerning Dinah their
sister.

Chiastic Revelations
I.

II.

Have you ever wondered how the Urim and Thummim worked? Let’s see if the Torah will
shed some light on this subject. Read Exodus 28:30. This verse describes the Urim and
Thummim; however, not much information is given about them. Here are the other places
the Urim and Thummim are mentioned in the Scriptures—Leviticus 8:8, Deuteronomy 33:8,
1 Samuel 14:41, Ezra 2:63, and Nehemiah 7:65. None of these references go into any detail
as to HOW the Urim and Thummim worked! However, there is a chiastic structure that may
shed light on how they worked. Let’s have a look-see.
We have seen many chiastic structures in the past. In case you don’t know what a chiastic
structure is, let’s review. Many times, the verses of a story can be divided into two halves,
where the themes of the first half of the story are repeated in the second half of the story in
reverse order! Furthermore, the first and second halves of the story usually point us to the
most important part of the story, the central axis.
Theme 1
Theme 2
Theme 3
Theme 4
Central Axis
Theme 4
Theme 3
Theme 2
Theme 1
This is usually the case for chiastic structures that are relatively short (e.g., a few verses long
or a couple of chapters long). These smaller chiastic structures usually have a central axis.
However, there are examples of chiastic structures that don’t have central axes. Chiastic
structures that 1) span many chapters of one book or 2) span more than one book of the
Scriptures usually don’t have a central axis. Let’s look at one such example.

A) I Samuel 13:1-23—The people saw they were in trouble and fled to the other side of the
Jordan; Saul feared the Philistines so he sacrificed the animals himself. Samuel was
supposed to sacrifice them but couldn't since Saul did it himself; Philistines sent out a
raiding party; only Saul and Jonathan had metal battle gear (sword and spear)
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B) I Samuel 14:1-23—Jonathan secretly went behind enemy lines; Philistines notice
Hebrews…"Behold, the Hebrews…"
C) I Samuel 14:23-15:31—Saul forbade those to eat; Jonathan's eyes lit up when he tasted
the nectar; Adonai does not respond to Saul's request; Samuel is perturbed when
greeting Saul; rebellion is like sorcery; He has rejected you as king; Adonai has torn
the kingdom from you and given it to your fellow; you rejected the word of Adonai
and to obey is better; "I shall prostrate myself to the ground"
C') I Samuel 28:3-23—Saul forbade necromancers and Yidoni-diviners; the LORD did not
answer him by dreams or Urim or prophets; Adonai doesn't respond to Saul's
request; Samuel is perturbed when greeting Saul; he has torn the kingship from your
hand and given it to David; you didn't obey the word of Adonai; Saul fell to the
ground
B') I Samuel 29:1-11—David went behind enemy lines as a secret agent; Philistines notice
Hebrews…"What are these Hebrews doing here?"
A') I Samuel 31:1-13—Men of Israel fled away from the Philistines; Saul feared the archers so
he killed (sacrificed) himself; when the people (on the other side of the Jordan) saw that Saul
and his sons were dead, they fled; Saul's armor bearer was supposed to slay him but he
wouldn't, so Saul did it himself; Philistines take Saul and Jonathan's gear (swords and
spears); men of Jabesh-Gilead go on a nighttime raid to recover the remains of Saul and his
sons
Chiastic structures are extremely valuable because they teach numerous thematic lessons that
sometimes are not readily apparent at the Pashat (literal) level—e.g., how did the Urim and
Thummim work. Chiastic structures are analyzed by comparing and contrasting the points
that are thematically related (compare A to A`, B to B`, etc.). Usually, most of the points in a
chiastic structure are thematically equivalent. By thematically equivalent, I mean that the
two thematically-linked passages essentially state the same fact. For example, if you
compare A to A’ you will notice the following thematic equivalencies. I have bolded and
italicized the important words in each point of the structure so that you can easily see the
thematic connections.
♦ The fact that the people fled before their enemies in A is thematically equivalent to the
fact that the men of Israel fled from the Philistines in A’.
♦ The fact that Saul feared the Philistines in A is thematically equivalent to the fact that
Saul feared the archers in A’.
♦ The fact that the Philistines sent out a raiding party in A is thematically equivalent to the
fact that the men of Jabesh-Gilead go on a nighttime raid in A’.
♦ The fact that only Saul and Jonathan had metal battle gear (sword and spear) in A is
thematically equivalent to the fact that the Philistines took Saul and Jonathan's gear
(swords and spears) in A’.
The thematic connections listed above are pretty straightforward and easy to see. On the
other hand, some points, although thematically equivalent, offer interesting differences or
slight modifications of the main theme. Note the following:
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♦ The fact that Saul sacrificed the animals himself in A is thematically equivalent to the
fact Saul killed (sacrificed) himself in A’. A speaks of Saul sacrificing animals, whereas
A’ speaks of Saul sacrificing himself. Although slightly different in particulars, the
thematic connection is still strong, albeit slightly modified.
♦ The fact that Samuel was supposed to sacrifice the animals but couldn't (since Saul did
it himself) in A is thematically equivalent to the fact that Saul's armor bearer was
supposed to slay him but he wouldn't, so Saul tried to kill himself in A’. Once again,
we see that A speaks of the sacrifice of animals whereas A’ speaks of the sacrifice of
Saul. Again, the thematic connection in A’ has a slight modification of the specifics;
however, the connection is still strong, albeit slightly modified.
Chiastic elements that are either exactly thematically equivalent or thematically equivalent
with a slight modification of the theme (as in the examples above) are not the most
interesting elements of a chiastic structure because they do not present any new information.
They are very important, though, for the following reason. The fact that their themes match
so well is the greatest proof that 1) the two passages under comparison are thematically
equivalent 2) they were meant to be compared and 3) Adonai, in His infinite wisdom,
planned these thematic connections! Who can honestly compare points in the chiastic
structure above and not see that the Holy One 1) inspired their thematic equivalence and 2)
intended for us to compare them for some purpose?
The most interesting elements of a chiastic structure are those that do not seem to match
thematically. Why? Let’s review what we’ve learned so far. We have already seen that all
of the points in A and A’ match thematically. Look at the points in B and B’. Again, you
will see that they match perfectly. Now examine C and C’. It seems that all of the points
match well except for the following connection:
C) I Samuel 14:23-15:31—Jonathan's eyes lit up when he tasted the nectar
C') I Samuel 28:3-23—The LORD did not answer him (Saul) by dreams or Urim or
prophets
At first glance it seems as though our thematic equivalence has broken down because there is
no obvious connection between Jonathan’s eyes lighting up and Adonai not answering Saul
by Urim or the prophets. However, the fact that all of the other themes match so perfectly is
our assurance that Adonai did intend for us to connect the fact that Jonathan’s eyes lit up
with the fact that Adonai didn’t answer Saul by Urim or the prophets any more.
Some of you who already know (from Jewish sources) how the Urim and Thummim
behaved, probably already comprehend the significance of the last thematic connection above
and how it helps us understand the function of the Urim and Thummim. For those of you
who don’t, let me share with you comments taken from the commentary of the ArtScroll
Stone Edition of the Tanakh concerning the passage in Exodus 28:30.
The breastplate was folded in half to form a pouch-like pocket. Into it Moses was to
insert a slip of parchment containing the Ineffable Name (according to Ramban, there
was more than one Name). This Name was called Urim, from the word rAa , light,
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because it would cause individual letters of the tribal names on the breastplate to light
up; and it was called Thummim, from the word ~yi m ' T , completeness, because, if read
properly, these letters presented complete and true answers to the questions of national
import that the Kohen Gadol [High Priest] would ask of God (Rashi from Yoma 73b).32
Now how does the chiastic structure support Rashi’s assertion that the letters associated with
the Urim would light up?33 Now you know why and how these two seemingly different
passages were thematically connected through the chiastic structure. Furthermore, we have
also answered another question, i.e., “How are we to understand the bizarre event of
Jonathan’s eyes lighting up when he tasted nectar?” The real significance of the fact that
Jonathan’s eyes lit up pertains to its thematic relationship to the Urim in the chiastic
structure. It’s just another way the Torah teaches us its many lessons. Baruch HaShem
Adonai!!!

Making the Connection Between the Parashat HaShavuah
and the Haftarah
Objective—Learn how to relate Scriptures thematically, thereby learning how to think
Hebraically. Become rooted in the importance of thematic analysis by seeing it in action as you
relate the Torah portion to the Haftarah portion.
The Haftarah reading is found in Joshua 1:1-18.

The Inheritance
I.
II.
III.

How is Joshua 1:2-5 thematically related to the two themes found within the blessings of the
Torah portion?34
What would you say is the overall theme for the Haftarah?35
Read Joshua 1:12-15. Which verses in the Torah portion are thematically related to this
passage in Joshua and why?36

Another Beautiful Chiastic Structure
You may not know this, but most passages of the Scriptures are chiastically or thematically
related in some manner! Chiastic structures and parallelisms are literally on every page of the
Scriptures. They have many, many lessons to teach us. As you begin to compare and contrast
the elements that are thematically related (as in the case of the Urim discussed earlier), you will
find a plethora of wisdom and understanding. Furthermore, as you discover chiastic structures,
you will begin to appreciate the highly organized nature of the Scriptures. Lastly, the process of
finding and deciphering chiastic structures will sharpen your thematic connection skills, enabling
you to make the connections you need when the time arises.
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Here’s a beautiful chiastic structure I found during my studies of the book of Joshua. Joshua 1:15a is chiastically related to Joshua 1:10-18 in the form of a parallelism. In a parallelism, the
themes of the first half of a story are repeated in the second half of the story in the same order.
Sandwiched between the parallelism, is a chiastic structure, Joshua 1:5b-9c. Enjoy the beauty!!!

Joshua 1:1-18
A) Joshua 1:1-2—Adonai commanded the people to prepare to take the land
B) Joshua 1:3—Am Yisrael will receive the land spoken of by Moses
C) Joshua 1:4—Adonai gave the boundaries of the land with respect to water barriers (the
Mediterranean and Euphrates rivers); "towards the setting of the sun"
D) Joshua 1:5—Adonai promised to be faithful to Joshua; Adonai will be with Joshua
as He was with Moses; no man will be able to stand up to Joshua
E) Joshua 1:5b—As I was with Moses, I'll be with you
F) Joshua 1:5c—I will not forsake you
G) Joshua 1:6a—Be strong and courageous
H) Joshua 1:6b—I will cause the people to inherit the land
I) Joshua 1:7a—Observe the Torah
J) Joshua 1:7b—You shall not deviate from it (a negative commandment)

K) Joshua 1:7c—You will succeed wherever you go
J') Joshua 1:8a—The Torah shall not depart from your mouth (a negative
commandment)
I') Joshua 1:8b—Observe the torah
H') Joshua 1:8c—You will make your way successful and act wisely
G') Joshua 1:9:a—Behold, I have commanded you 'be strong and courageous'
F') Joshua 1:9b—Do not fear or lose resolve
E') Joshua 1:9c—I am with you wherever you go
A') Joshua 1:10-12—Joshua gave the command (mitzvah) to prepare to possess the land
B') Joshua 1:13—Remember what Moses told you: Adonai will give you the land
C') Joshua 1:14—Joshua gave the boundaries of the inheritances of Gad, Reuben and the
half tribe of Manasseh with respect to the Jordan river two times; "toward the rising
of the sun"
D') Joshua 1:16-18—Am Yisrael promised to be faithful to Joshua; they will heed
Joshua as long as Adonai is with him as He was with Moses; They will even kill
anyone who rebels
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Messiah in the Parsha
Objective—Learn how the Torah teaches about the life and ministry of Yeshua HaMashiach.
Yeshua said that Moses wrote about Him37. Since the Torah never even mentions the word
Messiah, this section will help you see the Messiah in the Torah. This can only be done using
thematic analysis and midrash.

Messianic Significance Devarim 33:16b
I.

Let us look at one more amazing way the Torah teaches us about the person and work of the
Messiah.
A. Read Devarim 33:16b. Note the wording in this passage.
•

Let the blessing come on the head of Joseph, And on the crown of the head of him
who was separate from his brothers (Deuteronomy 33:16).

Where have we seen other passages thematically connected to the crown of the head
along with the concept of separation?38 In Numbers 6:7-8 (Parashat Naso), we saw a
clear connection between the head and separation through the laws of the Nazirite.
•

He shall not make himself unclean even for his father or his mother, for his brother or
his sister, when they die, because his separation to God is on his head. 8 All the days
of his separation he shall be holy to the LORD (Numbers 6:7-8).

Can you think of another verse that is clearly thematically connected to Devarim
33:16b?39 Wow!
•

They shall be on the head of Joseph, And on the crown of the head of him who was
separate from his brothers (Genesis 49:26).

How else is Genesis 49:26 thematically connected to Devarim 33:16b?40
II. The most important discovery we’ve made so far by making thematic connections is that
Devarim 33:16b is thematically connected to the Nazirite vow. Let’s learn a few things
about the Nazirite and his vow.
A. Numbers 6:1-4—Prohibition against fruit of the vine, whether grapes, raisins, new
wine or old wine.
B. Numbers 6:5—Prohibition against shaving of the hair.
C. Numbers 6:6-12—Prohibition against contact with the dead and instructions to follow
if one suddenly contacts the dead.
D. Numbers 6:13-21—Completion of the Nazirite vow.
E. The Hebrew word for Nazirite is nazir, ryz' n , which means to separate. This was a
special vow of separation to Adonai. The term could be for any length of time;
however, the Mishnah specifies a minimum period of 30 days.41 We need to use
thematic analysis in order to fully understand the purpose of the Nazirite vow. As we
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begin to do so, this seemingly strange instruction will unfold into a beautiful
illustration of the glory of Adonai.
F. In Devarim 33:16b, the word translated "separate, set apart or exiled from your
brothers," is the Hebrew word nezir, ryiz.n, which is taken from the same root as the
word for Nazirite (nazir), ryiz'n. A Nazirite was someone who had taken a special
vow of separation unto the Holy One. This is just another reason why we know
Devarim 33:16b is supposed to be connected to the Nazirite!
III. The thematic connections do not stop here, though. Read Numbers 6:6-8. Notice the
wording of those sentences. Have you seen another passage similar in wording and
content before?42 Leviticus 21:10-12 clearly is thematically linked to the Nazirite vow!
We know that the regular priests were not allowed to contact corpses; however, they were
allowed to defile themselves for the sake of a close relative, like a father or mother.
However, the High Priest, who had to maintain a higher level of holiness than the other
priests, were not even allowed to contact the corpse of a mother or father. What
significance does this information have concerning the person who takes a Nazirite
vow?43 This is somewhat profound. A normal person can attain the holiness of the High
Priest through the Nazirite vow. Thus, the Nazirite vow is very important!
A. Read Leviticus 21:10-12 again. What else in this passage is thematically related to
the Nazirite vow?44 That’s right! Both passages emphasize the head! The High
Priest has the “consecration of the anointing oil of his God” upon his head and the
Nazirite has his hair as the “crown of his God” upon his head. Thus we see that the
hair of the Nazirite is thematically connected to the anointing oil of Adonai on the
High Priest.
B. Concerning the hair of the Nazirite, how else is it thematically related to the work of a
priest?45 Amazing! Do you see how the Torah has used these themes to connect the
vow of the Nazirite to the priesthood, especially the work of the High Priest?
C. Read Numbers 6:2-4. Can you think of a passage that is thematically related to this
one involving the priests?46 Once again, the Torah intentionally relates the Nazirite to
the priesthood!
D. What is the subject of the next few short Parshiot in Parashat Nasso (after the parsha
about the Nazirite)?47 Do you think it’s a coincidence that the Parshiot concerning
the Nazirite and the Priestly blessing are found next to each other? Of course not.
E. Note how the Nazirite is said to be Holy to the Lord in Numbers 6:7-8. Have you
seen that phrase before?48 This is truly amazing. Once again we see a strong
thematic connection between the High Priesthood and the Nazirite!
F. Read Numbers 6:13-21. Although many may think the lists of sacrifices enumerated
in this passage are mundane, those of you who are beginning to utilize thematic
analysis will now understand how the number and types of sacrifices can be used to
shed light on a passage. We have encountered many lists of sacrifices that were
offered for various reasons; however, have you ever seen a list of offerings similar to
this one?49 Once again we see a connection between the Nazirite and the priesthood.
Yes Adonai, we get the message ☺!
In summary, we have learned that the Nazirite vow enabled the average Israelite to attain
a degree of holiness equivalent to the High Priest’s. In fact, may we conclude that the
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Nazirite may have taken on some type of intercessory role? I think so. The purpose of
the vow was so that the individual could draw closer to Adonai during the period of
separation. As you can see, thematic analysis helps us understand seemingly confusing
passages. By making the thematic connections, we can see the relationship between the
Nazirite and the High Priest. Without thematic analysis we would never see the
connection. Furthermore, we would not understand the wisdom Adonai has for us! I
assure you that this method of connecting the Scriptures is intentional and represents the
wisdom of our God!
IV. We have seen that Joseph’s separation (from his brothers) is thematically connected to
the Nazirite vow. Secondly, we have seen that the Nazirite is thematically connected to
the High Priesthood. Therefore, we conclude that Adonai wants us to see a connection
between Joseph and the High Priesthood! We can clearly see the connection through the
usage of the words on the head, and the concept of separation.
A. The Theme of Separation—The Scriptures referenced above use the term separation
with respect to Joseph’s “Nazirite” status. Usually, when we think of the word
separation within the context of the Nazirite vow, we think of separation from
something (wine, grapes, dead bodies, etc.) unto Adonai. However, in the case of
Joseph, the separation is said to be from his brothers! Let’s use all of these
connections to see how they speak of the work of the Messiah.
B. We already know from previous lessons that Joseph’s life is a prophetic picture of the
Messiah’s. Note the following short summary of his life:
1. Joseph was rejected by His brothers.
2. Joseph was separated from His brothers for a long period of time.
3. Joseph was re-united with His brothers, who accepted his leadership the second
time.
How is this a picture of the Messiah?
1. Yeshua was rejected by His brothers at His first coming.
2. Yeshua is now separated from His brothers (and has been for a long time, nearly
2,000 years) because He ascended into heaven after His resurrection.
3. Yeshua will be re-united with His brothers at His second coming.
C. What three leadership roles will the Messiah ultimately fulfill and when?50 What role is
Yeshua fulfilling now?51 Isn’t that interesting? Yeshua is functioning as High Priest
now??? That’s right. The connection? Yeshua is functioning as High Priest during the
period of His long separation from His brothers! This is thematically equivalent to the
fact that Joseph was a Nazirite during the period of his long separation from his
brothers. Since the Nazirite is so closely connected to the High Priest, we see that
Joseph’s Nazirite vow during his period of separation is actually a prophetic picture of
Yeshua’s High Priesthood during His separation from His brothers!
D. Let’s try this again. During which stage, 1, 2 or 3 above, was the language of the Nazirite
(High Priest) applied to Joseph?52 That’s right. Now, during which stage, 1, 2, or 3, is
Yeshua fulfilling His High Priesthood?53 Do you see it? The fact that 1) Joseph was
referred to using the language of the Nazirite and 2) the Nazirite is strongly thematically
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connected to the High Priesthood, shows us that Joseph’s separation from his brothers
was prophetic of the Messiah’s separation from His brothers during His period of
ministry as a High Priest!
E. We also see the reason why the Nazirite could not touch a corpse. He had to stay
completely away from death. Read Hebrews 7:11-28. What is the basis of Yeshua’s
High Priesthood after the order of Melchizedek?54 Now we can see the reason for the
Nazirite abstaining from touching corpses. His separation from death was a picture of the
Melchizedek priesthood, which was based on an endless life (separation from death)!
In summary, the blessing given to Joseph in Devarim 33:16b has blossomed into a full
blown (and extremely significant) Messianic prophecy! And how did we understand
this? Simply by making thematic connections.

Fun For the Whole Family!
Okay, time to show what you’ve learned. Word searches and crossword puzzles are
available for you to test your understanding. The word search for adults (and older
children) consists of 20-30 words taken from this week’s sidra (portion). Some of the
words may be common Hebrew words or English phrases. The crossword puzzle for
adults (and older children) may also contain common Hebrew words or English phrases.
There is also a word search for the little guys! And of course, the answer key is
provided for the crossword puzzle.
Adult and children’s crossword puzzles and word searches are available on Restoration of
Torah’s website: www.restorationoftorah.org. Click on the link entitled, The Weekly
Torah Portion Crossword Puzzles and Word Searches.

!qeZ;x.tin.w !q;z]x !q;z]x
Be Strong! Be Strong! And May We Be Strengthened!

Shabbat Shalom!

1

Shabbat is Hebrew for Sabbath.
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2

In its most limited form, the Torah comprises the first five books of Moses.

3

Holy Spirit.

4

The Parashat HaShavuah, or weekly Parashat, are the weekly readings from the Torah. Each week, beginning on
the Shabbat, we read specific selections from the Torah, such that we complete the entire Torah each year.
5

Tanakh is the entirety of what is commonly called the Old Testament. It is a Hebrew acronym taken from the three
major divisions of the Tanakh: the Torah, Prophets (Neviim) and Writings (Khetuvim).
6

Brit Chadasha is commonly known as the New Testament Scriptures.

7

This paragraph-like division is called a Parsha (Parshiot, plural).

8

The main theme is the fact that Adonai drew near/approached the people.

9

The main theme is Adonai’s gift of the Torah borne out of His love for the people.

10

Devarim 33:3-4 speaks of Adonai’s love for the people. It is within this context that He came to them with the
Torah, which is characterized as “a heritage of the congregation of Jacob.”
11

Yes. Devarim 33:2 states that the fiery Torah came from His right hand!

12

Other instances when the tribes were blessed (see Genesis 49:1-28)!

13

Note, Simeon isn’t even mentioned!

14

Yes. It seems that Moses wants Judah to be successful in warfare.

15

Because, Am Yisrael are about to cross the Jordan to possess the land. They will possess the land by taking it
from its inhabitants through warfare.
16

At the incident of the golden calf.

17

In this passage, Levi is given a blessing for their actions in Exodus 32.

18

When they have settled the land.

19

Yes. In both passages, a reference is made to Adonai accepting the work of the hands and both passages are
couched in military lingo.
20

Their zeal in fighting against idolatry will be needed as Am Yisrael battles for the land because of the plethora of
idols and idol worshippers in the Promised Land. Remember how often Adonai has warned them concerning the
idol worship of the pagans who lived in the land.
21

This is a military theme because Dan is likened to a lion in warfare.

22

Warfare.

23

This is a reference to the fact that Gad (along with Reuben and half the tribe of Manasseh) chose an inheritance
for themselves on the east side of the Jordan. In this manner, they “provided the first part for themselves.”
24

This verse speaks of the dwelling place of Benjamin. Therefore, it pertains to his inheritance, just as the blessing
given to Gad was thematically connected to his inheritance.
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25

This blessing is strongly related to the inheritance of the tribe of Joseph.

26

According to Numbers 27:21, Joshua will know when to go out to war because of the Divine direction he will
receive from the priests. The priests will know whether or not to go out to war based on answers from the Urim and
Thummim!
27

Now that we know the Urim and Thummim were used by the priests to determine whether or not Am Yisrael were
supposed to go to war, we can conclude that it was mentioned in Devarim 33:8a because of its thematic connection
to the theme of warfare, which is a prevalent theme throughout these blessings.
28

The blessing pertains to his inheritance.

29

Although Reuben had taken his possession of land east of the Jordan, they had promised to go armed before Am
Yisrael and help secure the inheritances of all the other tribes BEFORE returning to claim their inheritance
(Numbers 32:16-32).
30

Gad should go first. Although their inheritances are almost at the same latitude, Gad obtained his inheritance first
when Am Yisrael defeated Og of Bashan.
31

Yes. The answer is in Genesis 49:5-7. This passage recounts Joseph’s blessings of the tribes. This passage states
that the tribes of Levi and Simeon will be scattered and dispersed within Israel!
32

Scherman, Rabbi Nosson. The Chumash. Stone Edition, The Artscroll Series. Brooklyn: Mesorah Publications,
Ltd., 2000, p. 206.
33

By equating the fact that Jonathan's eyes lit up when he tasted the nectar with the fact that the LORD did not
answer him (Saul) by dreams or Urim or prophets, the chiastic structure teaches (in an indirect, yet easily
understood manner) that the Urim did indeed light up to give its answers to the High Priest. ☺
34

Adonai told them to cross the Jordan and go to the land that He was giving them—this speaks of the inheritance.
Adonai stated that no man would be able to stand up against them—this speaks of warfare.
35

Am Yisrael’s preparation to go inherit the land.

36

Devarim 33:21 speaks of how Gad chose the first portion for himself. This is a reference to the fact that Gad
asked for lands east of the Jordan for their inheritance. Do you see any more connections?
37

Yeshua said in John 5:46 that Moses spoke about him. Psalm 40:6-8, speaking of the Messiah said that the book
is written about Him. Paul said that all of the feasts were prophetic shadows of Messiah Yeshua.
38

We’ve seen these themes in the vow of the Nazirite.

39

Yes. Genesis 49:26!

40

Both passages, which refer to Joseph’s head and his separation, were spoken within the context of a blessing!

41

Mishnah Nazir 1:3.

42

Yes. Leviticus 21:10-12 states that the High Priest could not defile himself by contact with the dead—not even
for his father or mother.
43

This means that the Nazirite’s separation is equivalent—in some manner—to the separation of the High Priest!

44

The emphasis on the crown, or anointing, upon the head!
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45

According to Leviticus 21:5-7, there is an emphasis on the priests not shaving their hair, as is the prohibition for
the Nazirite!
46

Leviticus 10:9 states that none of the priests are supposed to drink intoxicating liquor when they enter the
Mishkan (Tabernacle).
47

The Aaronic benediction or priestly blessing!

48

Yes. In Exodus 39:30 it states that the crown worn by Aaron the High Priest had the words Holiness to the Lord
written on it!
49

Yes. Exodus 29:1-37 lists the sacrifices the priests must offer during their inauguration. They are almost identical
to those offered by the Nazirite! Note: the High Priest had to offer animals that were more expensive than the
Nazirite (e.g., a bull for a sin offering as opposed to an ewe as a sin offering for the Nazirite). However, the types of
sacrifices are the same.
50

He came as a prophet at His first coming. He is now a High Priest after the order of Melchizedek. He will return
as King at His second coming.
51

High Priest.

52

During stage 2, while he was separated from his brothers!

53

Stage two.

54

His endless life!
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