
Copy of the email sent to the editor of the Harrow Times 

 

Dear Victoria, 

I am sending you this e-mail as I am very concerned about the future of the Harrow Art Centre, which 

Harrow Council wished to close about ¾ years ago. 

A signed petition of I believe over 11,000 signatures was sent to the Council which made them stop the 

closure and a rethink. 

I am not a resident of Harrow but have a great interest in the site at Hatch End having been at school 

there. 

I visit the site frequently and it appears that the council have an agenda to close the Art Centre within 3 

years. 

The enclosed summary of the facts I have managed to obtain to date to support this feeling and would 

like the opportunity to meet with a yourself or a reporter from your newspaper to discuss the situation 

and see if we can persuade the council for a public meeting. 

Looking forward receiving your comments. 

Best regards 

Michael Sprange. 

 

 

  



THE HARROW ART CENTRE AND ELLIOTT HALL 

 

Being an ex-pupil of the, Royal Commercial Travellers Schools’ the site and its future are important to 

me as well as are the rest of all the other Old Mercurians   

That is why I am at a loss why the Harrow Borough Council are happy to see it slowly die, despite their 

obligation to keep the Elliott in good order as it is a grade 11 listed building. 

I am not a l resident of Harrow, but I know the Art Centre is very important to the residents of Harrow. 

Why do I believe the council are letting it slowly die? They did plan to close the site some years ago, 

untilthe residents made them change their minds following a large protest.  

As I understand it from some employees of the Art Centre they have 3 years to make it real success as 

the councils funding will then cease. They also maybe asked to make cuts in their next annual budget 

which in my opinion will make the task nearly impossible. 

1. The site use is near capacity in its use. 

2. The buildings need investment. 

3. There needs to be new facilities one being a new concert hall to work alongside the Elliott Hall. 

4. The portacabin needs to be removed and the old wood work shop must be demolished. 

5. The cost needed for the up keep of the Elliott Hall will run into thousands of pounds 

It appears that Harrow Council are not interested or able to invest in the costs of development, 

therefore making it impossible to make a significant increase in income and a profitable project. 

The council had a wonderful opportunity for all this to happen whilst still holding the freehold of the site  

Cultura London after a lot of hard work, negotiations and fund raising to create the following 

1. Cultura London was set up as charitable trust. 

2. This meant all profits would be put back into the Art Centre. 

3. They were charged with raising a minimum of £3min donations, which though it took longer 

than the deadline set by the council it was achieved. 

4. I understand the council had agreed to a 95-year lease. 

5. Cultura would have a Cinema built, giving immediate income from day one of completion. 

6. A new concert hall. 

7. The upkeep of the Elliott Hall including refurbishment of the magnificent Organ 

I do not know why the council pulled out, in my opinion a grave mistake.  

The above was all in the initial planned outline and I am sure as time went on other projects would be 

implemented whilst making sure all residents of Harrow would benefit. 

Michael Sprange 

Pupil from 1951 – 1956 

My father and two uncles went to the Schools as did my father in law his brother and sister as well as 

my wife and her brother. 


