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THE LESSONS 
Acts 10: 34-43 
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 
Colossians 3: 1-4 
Matthew 28:1-10 

THE SERMON: “The Rest of the Story…” 

Grace and Peace to you from God our Father and our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Introduction 
Last week I stole a line from the radio commentator, Paul 
Harvey, who would start his program with some mind-grabbing 
story and, before reaching the punchline, he’d leave you 
hanging and say, “And, now for the rest of the story. That’s the 
trouble with the Easter story; all of us know the “rest of the 
story.” But, sometimes we gloss over it as was noted in one of 
the “Chicken Soup” books in a story about little Philip, born with 
Down's Syndrome. In his third-grade Sunday School class with 
the guidance of a very gifted teacher, Philip was pretty much 
accepted despite his differences. Then, the Sunday after Easter, 
the teacher gave each student an empty Leggs pantyhose 
container (you know the kind that looked like a large egg) and 
asked each student to go outside to find some symbol of new 
life and put it in the egg container. After much excited scurrying 
around, the children returned with their Easter surprises and sat 
down in anticipation as the teacher opened each container. After 
each one, whether flower, butterfly, or leaf, the class would “ooh” 
and “ahh”. Then one was opened, revealing nothing inside. The 
children exclaimed, "That's stupid… Somebody didn't do their 
assignment." Philip spoke up, "That's mine." And, one student 
scolded, ”Philip, you don't ever do things right! There's nothing 
there!" Philip insisted. "I did the assignment. My egg’s empty; 
the tomb was empty!" Silence followed. From then on Philip 
became a full member of the class. He died not long afterward 

from an infection most normal children would have shrugged off. 
At the funeral this class of eight-year-olds marched up to the 
altar with their Sunday School teacher, but not with flowers; 
each child placed an empty pantyhose egg on the altar. And, 
because of Philip, these children remembered that Easter isn’t 
about butterflies and Easter eggs… the rest of the story is that 
the tomb was empty.The German theologian, Jurgen Moltmann, 
said, "God weeps with us so that we may someday laugh with 
him." And, an anonymous author wrote, “Easter Peace does not 
mean to be in a place where there is no noise or trouble or hard 
times. It means to be in the midst of those things and still be 
calm in your heart.” And, S.D. Gordon, whose work and ministry 
in the YMCA spanned several years from the 1880s to the 
1930s, (Gordon) said, “Easter spells out beauty, the rare beauty 
of new life.’ 

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 
Our psalm today is the only psalm which is used in all three 
years of the lectionary cycle on Easter because it seems to 
express exactly what we feel when we hear the “rest of the 
story.” This psalm seems to express our Easter joy, but many 
scholars think this psalm was written by King Hezekiah after 
Jerusalem was surrounded by the dreaded Assyrians of King 
Sennacherib preparing for a long siege but, when Hezekiah 
awoke the next morning the Assyrians were gone. You probably 
remember the story from 2 Kings when Elijah prayed that his 
servant would see the Army of the Lord surrounding the 
Assyrians. Whatever happened, Israel was delivered from the 
siege and possible annihilation. So, if Hezekiah did write this 
psalm you can sense his joy. “O give thanks to the Lord, for he 
is good; his steadfast love endures forever!… The Lord is my 
strength and my might; he has become my salvation. There are 
glad songs of victory in the tents of the righteous… I shall not 
die, but I shall live, and recount the deeds of the Lord… I thank 
you that you have answered me and have become my 
salvation.” We Christians have adopted this as our Easter psalm 
because death is not the victor and you can sense the awe and 
wonder that God has accomplished in the Resurrection of 
Jesus. “I shall not die, but I shall live, and recount the deeds of 



the Lord. The Lord has punished me severely, but he did not 
give me over to death… The stone that the builders rejected has 
become the chief cornerstone. This is the Lord's doing; it is 
marvelous in our eyes. This is the day that the Lord has made; 
let us rejoice and be glad in it.” It’s no wonder that Martin Luther 
thought of Psalm 118 as “(His) own beloved psalm” and 
considered verse 17, a “masterpiece” that “all the saints have 
sung this verse and will continue to sing it to the end.” This 
verse is the heart of the Easter message, “I shall not die, but I 
shall live, and recount the deeds of the Lord.” 

Acts 10:34-43 
You can sense that same hopefulness in our lesson from Acts 
as Peter went where no Jew had gone before. He was taking 
this good news that Christ’s death is not the end but a new life 
of forgiveness to a gentile Roman and, as he recounts the 
whole Christian message in these few words, “I truly understand 
that God shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone who 
fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You know 
the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by 
Jesus Christ… That message spread throughout Judea, 
beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 
how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and 
with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who 
were oppressed by the devil… We are witnesses to all that he 
did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by 
hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and 
allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were 
chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him 
after he rose from the dead… He commanded us to preach to 
the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as 
judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about 
him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of 
sins through his name.” And, that’s not just the rest of the story; 
that’s really the whole story. 

Matthew 28:1-10 
But, even though we know the “rest of the story.” It’s still good to 
hear Matthew’s version again… How Mary Magdalene and the 

other Mary went to the tomb. Many scholars think that this 
“other Mary” is Jesus’ mother but we don’t really know. In 
Matthew’s account, the stone still covered the tomb entrance 
when an earthquake shook the earth and an angel rolled away 
the stone and said, "Do not be afraid; I know that you are 
looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; for he has 
been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay.” 
Then the angel tells them to go and tell the others that Jesus is 
risen and will meet them in Galilee. And, as they go, Jesus 
comes to them and repeats the angel’s message, "Do not be 
afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee…" That’s really 
the rest of the story: “Do not be afraid…” That’s the word we 
need to hear today. Don’t be afraid! Even though a terrorist 
drives a hijacked beer truck into pedestrians at a Stockholm 
department store last week in Sweden, killing four and 
wounding several others. Or the school shooting in San 
Bernardino just a few days ago leaving three dead, including an 
eight-year- old student. And, even though deep down, I’m 
hoping that the U.S. dropping of the “mother of all bombs” on 
that ISIS stronghold in Afghanistan on Thursday will force ISIS 
to curtail its operations of terror, I really don’t think it will 
because we human beings are captive to sin and can’t free 
ourselves. I’m afraid that the terrorists cannot let go of the Old 
Testament commandment “…an eye for an eye, a tooth for a 
tooth…” and they’ll respond with another bombing or shooting of 
innocents in some big city sometime soon. But, that’s not Jesus’ 
message; his challenge to the disciples as he washed their  feet 
was, “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I 
have loved you…” That’s not going to work. Love our enemies? 
Jesus can’t be serious! But, he was! In his resurrection, God 
was telling all of humankind. Death is not the victor! Fear will not 
triumph! And, as Paul Harvey would say, “And, now, the rest of 
the story!” 

Colossians 3:1-4 
Is the rest of the story in this letter written by Paul over two 
thousand years ago? Can what Paul wrote to the Colossians 
even speak to our situation today? Paul wrote, “So if you have 
been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above… Set 



your minds on things that are above…” and that reminds me of 
those super-smart academics at the seminary who talked as if 
they understood the Bible at a deeper, more cosmic level than 
anyone else until a professor would remind them that they were 
flirting with the heresy of gnosticism. Yes, the Bible is deep and 
profound but it’s also so straightforward and simple that even a 
child can understand it. Paul was telling the Colossians not to 
get too hung up on worldly debates of Jews vs. Gentiles, of 
male or female, of slave or free or all those things “smart 
people” like to argue about. It makes me wonder if today’s 
church has taken Paul’s exhortation to heart as we debate so-
called “social issues” today and fail to seek the things that are 
above. If you want to get deep and cosmic, Paul challenges 
you, as Bonhoeffer did in “The Cost of Discipleship,” to die to 
your self and have your life hidden with Christ so that, when 
Christ who is your life is revealed, then you will be revealed with 
Christ in glory. That’s why when I read “The Cost of 
Discipleship” last year I realized that I could not answer, “Christ 
is risen indeed,” when someone said, “Christ is risen,” because 
Christ will be risen indeed only when His Body, the Church, is 
able to rise above all of the muck and chaos of this broken world 
and truly proclaim hope and life into the darkness. 

The Call and the Challenge 
Christ is risen every time a refugee from Syria receives food and 
clothing and help from churches, like our sister congregation in 
Kroppenstedt, or a refugee child from Central America receives 
shelter and protection from oppressive governments in El 
Salvador, Honduras, and Guatemala. Christ is risen indeed 
when a young girl is rescued from sex trafficking here in Waikiki 
by Ho’ola na Pua. Christ is risen every time Christians pick up a 
“starfish” and throw it back into the sea saying, “There’s one 
starfish that’s been saved.” The rest of the story is that 
Christians will die to our selfish impulses so that Christ will be 
revealed. “Christ is risen! The rest of the story is that every one 
of us Christians will find a starfish to save. Then, Christ will be 
risen indeed!… You are the rest of the story…


