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THE LESSONS 
Acts 2:14a, 22-32 
Psalm 16 
1 Peter 1:3-9 
John 20:19-31 

THE SERMON: “Seeing Is Believing…?” 

Grace and Peace to you from God our Father and our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Introduction 
A few days ago I ran across this story about a teacher who wanted to explain evolution to her 
second grade class. The teacher asked one student, “Tommy, do you see the tree outside?” 
He answered, “Yes.” Then, a series of questions, “Do you see the grass? The sky?” And, 
finally, “Do you see God?” To which the child had to answer, “No!” So, the teacher smugly 
concluded, “We can’t see God because God doesn’t exist.” Then, a little girl asked Tommy the 
same questions with the same answers but her final questions were, “Do you see the 
teacher?… Do you see her brain?” And, when Tommy answered, “No, I can’t see her brain…”, 
the little girl concluded, “From what our teacher just taught us, she doesn’t have a brain 
because we can’t see it.” In the movie, “The Santa Clause,” that’s pretty much what little 
Charlie told his stepfather-psychiatrist, Dr. Neill Miller, ”Just because you haven’t seen a million 
dollars doesn’t mean it doesn’t exist…” Even though we know that you don’t have to see 
something for it to be true; for most of us seeing is believing.  

Acts 2:14a, 22-32 
It’s pretty obvious that we live in a different age when children dare to challenge authority but, 
even though these are fictitious accounts, the truth is that most of us won’t believe something 
unless we see or experience it for ourselves. That’s why I’ve often wondered why this huge 
crowd didn’t shout back at Peter, “Why should we believe you? You’re only a fisherman!” But, 
maybe, when someone is filled by the Spirit, people can’t help but listen. And, I’m amazed that 
this crude fisherman speaks with such eloquence. It takes me hours to prepare a sermon and 
to research scripture but this untrained, uneducated oaf recalls and dissects and interprets 
scripture so this crowd of Jews hears and understands. First, he makes it clear that these 
people speaking in all those foreign tongues are not drunk but are fulfilling Joel’s prophecy of 
young men seeing visions and old men dreaming dreams and sons and daughters 
prophesying. Then, Peter exegetes (dissects) David’s prophecy in the psalms by stating, “I 
may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he both died and was buried… (and) he 
knew that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would put one of his descendants on his 
throne.” And, then, Peter continues, “… David spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, saying, 
(and Peter quotes from our psalm today…) ’He (the Messiah) was not abandoned to Hades, 
nor did his flesh experience corruption.’ … This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are 
witnesses…Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him 
both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.” This is like Donald Trump speaking to 
the Democratic National Committee, like the Pope addressing the leaders of ISIS, Al Qaeda, 
and Boko Haram; Peter is speaking to a skeptical and maybe hostile crowd. But, they listened. 



They listened because they sensed something greater than anything they had experienced 
was happening. How could these Jewish commoners speak with such eloquence in foreign 
tongues? How could this oafish, simple fisherman speak with such knowledge and 
confidence? Something was happening… 

John 20:19-31 
And, we know that what is happening is only a part of the rest of the story. We know that fifty 
days earlier the disciples had locked themselves in a room because they were afraid that the 
authorities who had killed Jesus would be coming after them. They were afraid that they would 
be accused of robbing the grave and hiding the body of Jesus and spreading the rumor that 
the tomb was empty and Jesus had risen from the dead. They were afraid! How do you 
describe that kind of fear? They were scared to death. Then, John tells us, “… Jesus came and 
stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ (and) he showed them his hands and his 
side.” John simply says that they rejoiced… but I’d guess it was pure chaos… crying and 
laughing, hugging and kissing, jumping up and down, pandemonium! “… they rejoiced?” That’s 
all John has to say? But, I think John wants us to realize that God wants us to know that there 
is more than Jesus is alive and John reveals it when Jesus says, “'Peace be with you. As the 
Father has sent me, so I send you.’ And then Jesus breathes on them and says, ‘Receive the 
Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, 
they are retained.’” Why is it that few of us even remember Jesus said this in his 
reappearance? Instead, pastors focus on Thomas, “But Thomas… was not with them when 
Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But he said to them, 
‘Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and 
my hand in his side, I will not believe.’” Is Thomas’ doubt more important than Jesus saying, “If 
you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are 
retained”? Which is really more important? Well, seven days later, when Jesus returns with 
Thomas present, Thomas doesn’t need to touch the wounds when Jesus says, "Put your finger 
here and see my hands… Do not doubt but believe." And, Thomas responds, "My Lord and my 
God!” And, when John writes, “Jesus said to him, ‘Have you believed because you have seen 
me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.’” In a blatant, direct 
way John is telling you and me, 2100 years later, “Blessed are those who have not seen and 
yet have come to believe,” implying that you and I are to join Thomas, the disciples, Mary 
Magdalene, and the other Mary to tell others who have yet to come to believe in this Jesus. As 
Paul wrote, “So faith comes from what is heard, and what is heard comes by the preaching of 
Christ.” Christians are to preach Christ, not just the pastors.  

1 Peter 1:3-9 
Well, Peter knows how hard it is to tell others about Christ, especially in an unreceptive world. 
Although the persecution of Christians by the Roman Empire hadn’t begun yet, Peter tells us in 
the first verse of this letter that he is writing to Christian Jews who were refugees in what is 
now Turkey from the Jewish persecutions in Palestine: “To those who are elect exiles of the 
dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia.” And, it seems that he is 
remembering what Jesus told Thomas thirty years before because Peter wrote, “Although you 
have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him 
and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, for you are receiving the outcome of your 
faith, the salvation of your souls.” And, Peter acknowledges the hardships of their lives, “By his 
great mercy (God) has given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ… and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven 



for you… In this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to suffer various trials, 
so that the genuineness of your faith… may be found to result in praise and glory and honor 
when Jesus Christ is revealed.” It made me think that in so many ways these early Christians 
experienced what refugees today are going through. Culturally and religiously different, 
distrusted and maligned, and, even though they contributed to the society with taxes and by 
working hard, they were denied basic human rights. Oh, I’m not so naive to realize things are 
not exactly the same. In those days, they didn’t have radical terrorists nor explosives nor guns, 
I know that. But, I also realize that Peter is telling those Christians that they have something 
that many of the Mideastern refugees don’t seem to have today. Peter says those exiles of the 
Palestinian dispersion have hope, “… even if now for a little while you have had to suffer 
various trials, so that the genuineness of your faith… may be found to result in praise and glory 
and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.” What would life be without hope? We all know 
about studies which show that when people lose hope they die more quickly than those with 
hope. What would a refugee without hope be like? We’ve seen all those pictures… depression, 
listlessness, somber sullenness, frustration, anger… It’s no wonder that without hope that 
anger and frustration turns into violence and blame. Who will bring some hope to those 
Mideastern refugees in Turkey and Jordan and Greece? 

Psalm 16: Today’s Call and Challenge 
Well, we know that Christians aren’t providing hope in Turkey and Greece neither are the 
Muslims in Jordan - shelter and refuge maybe, but not hope. And, even in Germany and 
Sweden, there are as many Christians against providing refuge as there are Christians who 
are offering a hand up and not a hand out. But some Christians, like our sister church in 
Kroppenstedt, Germany, are offering hope and a future to the Mideastern refugee. They are 
God’s presence in a chaotic and unjust world. When the refugee sees those German 
Christians helping, the refugee sees the God of Psalm 16, “Protect me, O God, for in you I take 
refuge. I say to the Lord, ‘You are my Lord; I have no good apart from you.’ As for the holy 
ones in the land, they are the noble, in whom is all my delight.” Because of the love of these 
simple German Christians, the Muslim refugee might be thinking, “Those who choose another 
god multiply their sorrows; their drink offerings of blood I will not pour out or take their names 
upon my lips…” as they remember the terrorism and violence of their past. And, even though 
these German Christians don’t try to convert them, some of those refugees have seen 
Christian faith active in love which is a far cry from what their religious experience had been in 
their homeland. So,  
as I quoted Paul earlier, “So faith comes from what is heard, and what is heard comes by the 
preaching of Christ.” Christians are to preach Christ, not just the pastors. It began with the two 
Marys, then Peter and the disciples, and even Thomas and, now, with you. Christians are to 
preach Christ. Are you willing to get out of the boat and walk into the storm? If you aren’t, who 
will bring hope to those who are drowning in fear and futility? 


