
THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER, April 30, 2017 
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, Honolulu, HI 

THE LESSONS 
Acts 2:14a, 36-41 
Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 
1 Peter 1:17-23 
Luke 24:13-35 

THE SERMON: “Another Crummy Sermon…?” 

Grace and Peace to you from God our Father and our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Introduction 
As you know I like to start my sermons with some humorous story and I came across a sermon 
by a United Methodist minister, Bruce Emmert who, like me, loves the movie, “A Christmas 
Story.” If you haven’t seen it, it’s a saga of a  boy named Ralphie Parker growing up in Gary, 
Indiana of the 1950’s. Ralphie has been drinking Ovaltine for months, saving up box tops so 
that he could send in to get a Little Orphan Annie Secret Decoder Ring. Finally the Secret 
Decoder Ring arrives. Ralph listens to Little Orphan Annie on the radio, waiting for the secret 
code message. He carefully writes down the code and then rushes off to the bathroom to be 
begin the decoding process. The suspense builds as he decodes the first few letters “Be sure 
to..” “Be sure to what?” The fate of the world could rest in his hands. His pencil flies as he 
feverishly struggles to decode the rest of the message. “Be sure to drink your Ovaltine.” and 
Ralph mutters in disgust, “A crummy commercial?!” Rev. Emmert concludes this illustration 
saying, “Sometimes you just don’t feel like you get what you asked for.“ I see you rolling your 
eyes… you’re wondering what this has to do with any of our lessons… 

Acts 2:14a, 36-41 
But, when you think about it, maybe we’re all a little bit like Ralphie. Sometimes, don’t you feel 
like him? All those high hopes and dreams and nothing but another boring sermon, like 
Ralphie’s “crummy commercial.” Just another sermon telling me there is hope when I have no 
hope. But, you and I know that Luke’s book of the Acts of the Apostles didn’t begin with chapter 
two and Peter preaching to a crowd of thousands. Acts began with Jesus leaving the disciples 
alone on an unnamed mountain and ascending into heaven and saying, “…you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in 
all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” Now, fifty days later, here is Peter 
standing with the ten original disciples and Barnabas who replaced Judas telling this crowd, 
“Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him both Lord 
and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.” But, the crowd’s reaction surprises me, “Now 
when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the other apostles, 
‘Brothers, what should we do?’” And, Peter tells them to repent and be baptized so their sins 
may be forgiven and they may receive the Holy Spirit and be saved from the corrupt 
generation of that time. Luke tells us three thousand persons were added to the Christian 
believers. Obviously, to those three thousand, this wasn’t just another crummy sermon. It 
spoke to them. Those converts knew that their generation was corrupt. Their politicians played 
politics; their church leaders used God language but lived godless lives and some of them 
even took bribes; people were feeling powerless and the whole world seemed to be in chaos 



and oppressive and hopeless. Hey, this almost sounds like our evening news on TV. Peter told 
that frustrated and fearful crowd, “Save yourself from this corrupt generation,” and told them 
there was hope. That’s what God was telling them in the Cross and the empty tomb. Death, 
defeat, despair, and fear are not the victors and “this Jesus whom you crucified” died so that 
you and I would know that we have been forgiven… Jesus is the Passover lamb sacrificed for 
the forgiveness of all our sins. His death was not the end. Jesus rose from the dead to assure 
us that even we can rise up from our losses, our defeats, our disappointments, our deaths; so, 
we can really live. 

Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 
I think that’s why Psalm 116 has been appointed for this Easter season. Most of us don’t know 
that Psalms 113-118 are called “Egyptian Hallel psalms” because they recall God’s great acts 
in the deliverance of God’s people from bondage. In fact, all six of these psalms are sung at 
the Passover meal and it’s very likely that Jesus and the disciples sang them at Jesus’ Last 
Supper. While the Jews can see the Red Sea and thundering hordes of Egyptian charioteers, 
what do we Christians see, “The snares of death encompassed me; the pangs of Sheol laid 
hold on me; I suffered distress and anguish. Then I called on the name of the Lord: ‘O Lord, I 
pray, save my life!’”? If we don’t see the Cross and the empty tomb, then this is just another 
crummy psalm. But, seeing the Empty Tomb, the response would be thanksgiving, “What shall 
I return to the Lord for all his bounty to me? ‘I will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the 
name of the Lord, I will pay my vows to the Lord … O Lord, I am your servant… I will offer to 
you a thanksgiving sacrifice… I will pay my vows to the Lord in the presence of all his 
people…’” Notice that the response is gratitude. The psalmist doesn’t say, “I have to be good, I 
have to be grateful…”; instead, he says, “I will do this, I will do that…” because he’s grateful. 
That’s what Paul meant when he wrote his second letter to the Corinthians that God loves a 
cheerful giver. That’s why I think we should smile when we sing, “Thank the Lord and sing his 
praise…” because Jesus gave us his Body and Blood to make us one with God. 

1 Peter 1:17-23 
That “attitude of gratitude” is expressed by Martin Luther in his exposition of the Small 
Catechism’s Second Article of the Apostles’ Creed, “I believe that Jesus Christ -- true God, 
Son of the Father from eternity, and true man, born of the Virgin Mary -- is my Lord. At great 
cost he has saved and redeemed me, a lost and condemned person. He has freed me from 
sin, death, and the power of the devil -- not with silver or gold, but with his holy and precious 
blood and his innocent suffering and death.” It almost sounds like Luther is quoting St. Peter’s 
first letter, “You know that you were ransomed from the futile ways… not with perishable things 
like silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ… Through him you have come to trust 
in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are set 
on God…” And, Peter continues, “You have been born anew, not of perishable but of 
imperishable seed, through the living and enduring word of God.” And, although this isn’t 
included in our lesson, Peter continues this metaphor by saying, “All flesh is like grass and all 
its glory like the flower of grass. The grass withers, and the flower falls, but the word of the 
Lord endures forever.” Peter understands that, when we are born anew, our mindset is 
different. Money, knowledge, power, prestige, material goods, yes, and even good looks - all 
the usual things that the world tells us brings happiness withers and fades like the flower. 
What is really important is our relationship with God. That is what endures. How can Peter say 
that? The Christians in his church are being persecuted because they’re Jews who believe 
that Jesus is the Messiah. They’ve been driven out of Palestine for their beliefs. We know 



that’s true because the Bible tells us that Paul was one of those who was consenting to the 
death and persecution of those radicals who were following this “false” messiah. These 
Christians became religious refugees who ended up in what is now Turkey and the only hope 
they had was that this Jesus was truly the Son of God. And, the word of God that Jesus 
embodied (incarnated) was love, forgiveness, mercy, and hope. The word of God was that you 
do not have to be perfect; God loves you as you are. The word of God says you do not have to 
prove that you are good enough for God; the Son of God went to the Cross so that everything 
that gets in the way of your relationship with God was eliminated; God loves you as you are. 
The word of God gives you a second chance (but, if you’re as hard-headed as I am, God gives 
third and fourth - an infinite number of chances), not to show you’re good enough but to realize 
God loves you just as you are…PERIOD! That is the word of God that endures. That’s what 
brings true peace, true happiness, true life! There’s no way we can repay God. You can try to 
build up “brownie points” by singing in the choir, by being on the church council, by visiting the 
sick, by teaching Sunday School (if we had one…). Those don’t count if you’re trying to earn 
God’s love. But, if you do those things because you understand what God has done for you 
through Jesus Christ, those works are expressions of gratitude. This new life in Christ is just 
an expression of thanks for what God has done for us through the death and resurrection of 
Jesus! So, thank the Lord and sing his praise…” 

Luke 24:13-35 and the Call and the Challenge 
Well, nice cheerleading, pastor! But, you don’t know what I’m going through. You don’t 
understand my doubts, my fears, my troubles. You’re just giving me another crummy sermon 
with all those promises. In fact, I feel like those disciples walking to Emmaus - dazed and 
confused, without hope, and afraid and thinking, “… we had hoped that he was the one to 
redeem Israel.…” But, there’s this feeling, this deep, down feeling that I don’t have to feel this 
way. It’s a voice like that stranger speaking to those two travelers, “Oh, how slow of heart to 
believe all that the prophets have declared! Was it not necessary that the Messiah should 
suffer these things and then enter into his glory?” Jesus is saying to you and me, “I know your 
emptiness and fear and doubt. Didn’t you hear me cry out, ‘My God, my God, why have you 
forsaken me?’ I know what it feels like when you wonder if God has forsaken you… but God 
has shown you that the sacrifice and the blood in the Temple on Passover was done for the 
forgiveness of sin… and, now, my sacrifice and my broken body and my blood on the Cross 
was done to tell you that you are forgiven. That’s what I meant when I said, ‘It is finished.’” You 
are forgiven… PERIOD!!! But, it doesn’t end there, the tomb is empty and the angel said, ‘He 
is risen!’ What does that mean for you?” When the travelers reached home, they invited the 
stranger to dine with them and Luke tells us, “When he was at the table with them, he took 
bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Then their eyes were opened, and they 
recognized him…” Jesus will be at table with us in a few minutes; will our eyes be opened, will 
we recognize him ourselves or will we just eat this crummy wafer of bread and smidgen of 
wine and nothing changes. When our eyes are open, we will not only say, “He is risen,” Christ 
will be risen again because His Body, the Church, you and I, will rise up to proclaim Love and 
Joy and Peace… and, because the world will see Christ in us, Christ will have risen - INDEED!


