
SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER, May 28, 2017 
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, Honolulu, HI 

THE LESSONS 
Acts 1:6-14 
Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35 
1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 
John 17:1-11 

THE SERMON: “When Jesus Returns…” 

Grace and Peace to you from God our Father and our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Introduction 
While preparing for this sermon, I found this variation of the old “Lone Ranger and Tonto” joke 
that I thought was appropriate for our lessons today. In this joke, a Church Council was 
meeting with the only non-white person on the Council outside waiting to be asked in. Then, 
suddenly, that African-American member burst into the room and announced, “The Messiah is 
here!” And the all-white Council excitedly told the African-American, “What are you waiting for? 
Invite him in!” And, he answered, “I don’t think you’re going to like it! The Messiah’s a woman; 
she’s Black and she’s a refugee from Africa; and, man, she is mad at you white Christians!” 
The Council president asked, “What should we do?” And the Black man answered, “What do 
you mean, “we,” white man?” Well, excuse me for being so politically incorrect but some of 
what this joke points out are weaknesses in American Christendom and we’ve talked about 
many of them in our recent small group studies. I know that our own denomination has been 
struggling to find ways to achieve gender equality, broader racial inclusiveness, and greater 
awareness of global justice and economic issues. Our  Men’s study group is pretty much 
getting the message from Dr. David Platt that Jesus would not be happy with the state of the 
American church if he would return today.  

Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35 
But, it seems that God was not happy with the ancient worship of Israel either and, depending 
on when Psalm 68 was written, this psalm could be a harsh critique of the Temple before the 
Exile. Because the king and the priests did not protect the orphan or the widow or the poor, the 
psalmist turns to God, “Sing to God… lift up a song to him who rides upon the clouds… Father 
of orphans and protector of widows is God in his holy habitation. God gives the desolate a 
home to live in; he leads out the prisoners to prosperity…” God was not happy with the state of 
religion in Israel because the priesthood turned away from God’s mission to serve the poor and 
the powerless, because the kings catered to the rich and abused their power. When God is 
king and priest, justice and righteousness and prosperity reign. The psalmist sees God’s power 
and righteousness, “O God, when you went out before your people… the earth quaked, the 
heavens poured down rain at the presence of God… Rain in abundance, O God… you 
restored your heritage when it languished; your flock found a dwelling in it; in your goodness, 
O God, you provided for the needy.” When God is present in His Temple, in His Palaces, in His 
Church, God’s heritage of peace and abundance and love overflow so the sheep of God’s 
hand will be fed and tended and find rest. The opening joke, like this psalm, claims today’s 
Church falls short of God’s expectations for us. 



Acts 1:6-14 
Our lesson from Acts tells us what God’s expectations are for us, “… and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” What would 
Jesus say about our Mission Statement? Should our ministry just be limited to Waikiki or 
should it proclaim that we will reach, preach, and teach not just to Waikiki but to the whole 
state and to the whole world? Well, you know what I would say. But, after Jesus gave the 
disciples the Great Commission, Luke tells us, “When he had said this, as they were watching, 
he was lifted up… and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes 
stood by them. They said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven?…” 
Maybe that’s what’s wrong with Christianity today. Too many of us think that Heaven is after we 
die and it’s someplace up there and out there. But, in John’s gospel, he states, “And this is 
eternal life, that (the world) may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you 
have sent.” I think that’s why our founding pastor, Norm Hammer, often said, “Too many 
Christians are so heavenly minded that they’re no earthly good.” The angels asked the 
disciples, “… why do you stand looking up toward heaven?” As in the Transfiguration account, 
the disciples had to come down from the mountain to be confronted by a desperate father 
seeking to have his son exorcized of a demon. Christians are to minister to the needs of the 
world before us. Too many of us just join the rest of Americans and wring our hands or 
complain. Is that what Jesus meant when he said, “… you will be my witnesses…?” But, there 
are so many problems: Illegal immigrants, Mideastern refugees, homelessness, drug and sex 
trafficking, loneliness, and on and on and on… what can we do? We can’t save the world! 
You’re right, but like that little boy seeing all the starfish washed up on beach, maybe all we’re 
asked to do is save one starfish at a time.  

1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 
Too often we humans are so self-centered that we think that we’re the only ones who have 
problems because everyone around us seems to be happy and so together. But, the truth 
probably is that many of us are like that old 60’s song hit by the Platters, “Oh, yes, I’m the 
great pretender, pretending that I’m doing well…” As a recent Men’s study found, “Everyone’s 
Normal Until You Get to Know Them.” That’s what makes life so interesting. If we want to face 
problems by ourselves, it’s frustrating and overwhelming; if we face them with God, it becomes 
easier; if we face them with God and with a friend, then we know that we aren’t alone and we 
have hope. That’s why it’s good for us to read letters like Peter’s letter to his church. They had 
problems; boy, did they have problems! But, still, Peter wrote, “Beloved, do not be surprised at 
the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test you, as though something strange were 
happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you are sharing Christ's sufferings… you are blessed, 
because… (the Spirit of God) is resting on you.” Oh, I know that Peter was writing about the 
Jewish persecution of Christians but the principle for facing any problem or trouble is basically 
the same. Jesus Christ suffered for you. You are not alone. Christ is with you. But, in this letter, 
Peter implies that it’s important that others are with you too. That’s what the church is 
supposed to be. The Small Catechism taught us, “(The Holy Spirit) calls, gathers, enlightens, 
and sanctifies the whole Christian church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in one true 
faith.” The Church is called and gathered to do what Jesus did, to serve and minister to 
everyone, and, to each other. Peter didn’t have the catechism to tell him; it was in his DNA as a 
Christian. It was who he was in Christ. That’s why he encouraged his frustrated and fearful 
followers, “Cast all your anxiety on him, because (God) cares for you. Discipline yourselves, 
keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, looking for someone to 
devour. Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters in all the 



world are undergoing the same kinds of suffering.” We know that’s true because we know 
about the persecution in Egypt, in Nigeria, throughout the Near and Mideast. We hurt but so do 
others. We are not alone in our pain. And, when we look beyond ourselves and see the Cross, 
we know that God is with us, no matter what. 

John 17:1-11 
When Jesus was praying his “High Priestly Prayer” at the Last Supper, Jesus realized that he 
was going to die as he prayed, “And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, 
and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so 
that they may be one, as we are one.” Even when facing his death and as a Son of Man, Jesus 
was thinking about his disciples and us. But, as the Son of God, his prayer could have been 
prophetic. American Christianity is as divided as our nation is today. Name every divisive issue 
in the Church and you can immediately label them “Liberal” or “Conservative:” Homosexuality, 
abortion, illegal aliens, Muslim refugees, need I go on? Jesus was praying, “… so that they 
(the Church) may be one, as we are one.” But, I don’t think Jesus meant that we should go 
back to the pre-Reformation Church and be united institutionally. I think Jesus wanted His 
Church to be one in service. God knows that our sinfulness will separate us but what if our 
godliness united us to listen and respect each other to work together to deal with sexual 
orientation, women’s rights, illegal immigrants without anger and malice but with respect and 
understanding and cooperation? What if the Church were united in serving God by serving 
others? 

The Call and the Challenge 
I don’t know what the Messiah will look like when he/she returns. But, I do know that God is not 
happy with what the Church looks like today. Instead of being the light in the darkness, the 
Church seems to think it’s prophetic by pointing fingers at all that’s wrong with the world. What 
if Lutherans, Roman Catholics, Mainline Churches, and Evangelicals worked together in 
mission? Instead of pointing fingers at what’s wrong, what if Christ’s Church began to work 
together to address those evils and wrongs in the world? Maybe the Messiah will be Black and 
a woman and a refugee. I don’t think it matters. What matters is that the Church will be loving 
and serving God by loving and serving others. Then, Jesus’ words will be fulfilled, “(These 
followers) were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word.” When the 
Body of Christ keeps God’s words and makes it visible and brings light and life into the 
darkness, then, when Christians hear, “Christ is risen!” Christians will respond “He is risen 
indeed!” because the Body of Christ has become the incarnation of Jesus Christ. 


