
7TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST, July 23, 2017 
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, Honolulu, HI 

THE LESSONS (Proper 16) 
Isaiah 44:6-8 
Psalm 86:11-17 
Romans 8:12-25 
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

THE SERMON: “Is There Anyone Else Up There…?” 

The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God our Father, and the Communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with us all. Amen. 

Introduction 
I know I’ve told this joke about the atheist named Jack who was walking along a steep cliff one 
day. When he accidentally got too close to the edge, he fell. On the way down he grabbed a 
branch, which temporarily stopped his fall. He looked down and to his horror saw that the 
canyon fell straight down for more than 500 feet. He couldn't hang onto the branch forever, and 
there was no way for him to climb up the steep wall of the cliff. So Jack began yelling for help, 
hoping that someone passing by would hear him and lower a rope or something. He shouted 
out, “HELP! Is anyone up there? HELP!" But, no one heard him; then, when he was about to 
give up he heard a voice, “Jack! Jack! Can you hear me?" Jack cried back,"Yes! I can hear 
you. I'm down here!" The voice answered back, "I can see you, Jack. I am the Lord, Jack. I'm 
everywhere.” Jack whispered, "The Lord? You mean, GOD? O God, please help me! I promise 
if, you'll get me down from here, I'll stop sinning. I'll be a really good person. I'll serve You for 
the rest of my life." And God answered, "Easy on the promises, Jack. Let's get you off from 
there; then we can talk. Now, here's what I want you to do. Listen carefully." Jack promised, "I'll 
do anything, Lord. Just tell me what to do." Then, God spoke, “Jack, just let go of the 
branch.” There was a long silence and finally Jack yelled, "HELP! HELP! IS ANYONE ELSE 
UP THERE?" 

Isaiah 44:6-8 
Well, you can laugh but I can’t. Even though I’m not an atheist like Jack, there have been a lot 
of times in my life that I could not let go and let God take control. Like Jack, with my actions, I 
asked, “Is there anyone else up there?” and, then, tried to solve my problems on my own. 
Isaiah is talking to an Israel who wants to solve her own problems. The people knew that the 
King of Assyria, Tiglath-Pileser III, had Israel in his sights for an invasion. And, after 20 years, 
Assyria finally did conquer Israel and Tiglath-Pileser III’s successor, Sennacherib, finished off 
the conquest. But, before all of that, Israel was looking for help from other kings; they were 
asking “Is there anyone else?” So, Isaiah tells them that God is asking them, “I am the first and 
I am the last; besides me there is no god. Who is like me?… Who has announced from of old 
the things to come? Let them tell us what is yet to be. Do not fear, or be afraid… Is there any 
god besides me? There is no other rock; I know not one.” It seems that God is saying that to 
us today. The news tells us we need to be afraid: North Korea is going to bomb us; Syrian and 
Latin American refugees are going to take over the U.S.; the economy is going to collapse; 
global warming is going to flood Hawaii. All of that probably has some truth to it and that’s why 
we’re afraid. But, God was telling Israel through Isaiah, “Do not fear, or be afraid… Is there any 
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god besides me? There is no other rock…”  How many sermons will be saying that today? My 
guess is that most preachers, like me, will be telling their people that Jesus died for their sins 
and they are forgiven or that God loves you and so do we. That’s all true but it doesn’t speak to 
our real fear. Someone needs to tell people in all honesty and conviction that they don’t need 
to be afraid and I’m sorry preachers aren’t the ones because we’re talking to our choirs and not 
to the people on the street. Who will tell the people on the street that there is something else 
besides fear and hopelessness? Isaiah told Israel and, even though they didn’t listen, they did 
remember and that’s why they kept this prophecy in the Bible - to warn people to tell everyone 
who is afraid, “Do not fear, or be afraid… Is there any god besides me? There is no other rock; 
I know not one.” 

Psalm 86:11-17 
King David knew this reality. For him, there was no other God. His whole tenure as king of the 
United Kingdom of Israel is a testament to that. Despite adultery and murder and other sins, he 
was honest before God and before the nation. I can’t think of any ruler in history who was like 
that, not even his son, Solomon. There was no other god, no other rock, for David. He knew 
that the beginning of wisdom was knowledge of God and that’s why he could sing, “Teach me 
your way, O Lord, that I may walk in your truth… For great is your steadfast love toward me… 
you, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love 
and faithfulness… you, Lord, have helped me and comforted me.” 
When we can know God like David knew God, it’s not possible to be afraid. But, I’m not like 
David. When life sneaks up on me and I’m confronted with financial worries or my arthritic hips 
or issues with our kids, too often I don’t walk in God’s truth like David; instead, I cry out, “Is 
anyone else up there?” and I answer myself and think, like that old commercial, “I’d rather do it 
myself!” How often have I preached this same sermon: Don’t be afraid because God is in 
control? And, how often have I sunk back to being afraid? For David, God was in control. For 
Isaiah, God was in control; unfortunately, Israel was asking, “Is anyone else up there?” For 
Christians today, is God really in control or are we asking, “Is anyone else up there?” 

Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 
Maybe that’s what Jesus was trying to get at when he preached his parable about the weeds 
among the wheat. You and I know that for years the good seed of the gospel was spread in the 
U.S. and it took root. Throughout the “Golden Age of Christianity” in America in the 1940s 
through the 1960s, the word seemed to prosper and churches popped up all over the place. 
But, as Americans became more educated and enlightened, the weeds of knowledge grew and 
thrived in society and in the church. Americans began to believe that our government could do 
what the church had done for decades but even better because it had the money and the 
power. It wasn’t long before the weeds began to choke out the church and our relevance. 
Jesus tells us the possibilities: the weeds will choke the church or the wheat can still grow and 
prosper despite the weeds. In his wisdom, Jesus tells the disciples not to pull the weeds out 
because that would uproot the wheat. And, in our current context, Jesus wouldn’t be anti-
intellectual and tell us to ignore scholarship and academic tools. God has given us intellect but 
we need to be careful to understand that knowledge isn’t the same as wisdom. With all the 
information available to us over the internet, people are supplied with all kinds of knowledge 
and, when I go over my Facebook and email accounts, I can see that my liberal friends 
bombard me with their liberal articles while my conservative friends send me their conservative 
stuff. Lots of knowledge, some true and some not so true. But, I really don’t find a whole lot of 
godly wisdom. Most of it is filled with hate and anger and judgment. I don’t find a whole lot of 



respect, tolerance, understanding, or love. And, maybe that’s how we discern God’s wisdom. It 
will build up and not tear down. As Solomon stated in Proverbs 2, “… for wisdom will come into 
your heart, and knowledge will be pleasant to your soul; discretion will watch over 
you, understanding will guard you…” When knowledge is tempered with discretion and 
understanding, it  becomes wisdom. Or, as the great preacher-theologian, Dr. Charles 
Spurgeon, said, “Wisdom is the right use of knowledge. To know is not to be wise. Many men 
know a great deal, and are all the greater fools for it. There is no fool so great a fool as a 
knowing fool. But to know how to use knowledge is to have wisdom.” More than anything, I 
think today’s Christian needs to seek wisdom, not more knowledge. 

Romans 8:12-25 
That’s pretty much what Paul is telling the Romans, “… for if you live according to the flesh, 
you will die; but if (you live) by the Spirit… you will live… “ Knowledge tells us that it isn’t logical 
that God accepts us just as we are; so, knowledge tells us that we have to be good for God to 
love us. But, Paul claims, “When we cry, "Abba! Father!" it is that very Spirit bearing witness 
with our spirit that we are children of God…” Because we are God’s children, we don’t have to 
earn God’s love; God loves us - period! And, how do we know that? Well, Paul told the 
Corinthians, “For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and him 
crucified.” That’s all we need: nothing  “except Jesus Christ and him crucified.” Knowledge 
makes us think that we have to have a formula to be saved from human futility: four spiritual 
laws, a Sinner’s prayer, or whatever. God’s wisdom says that you and I don’t have to do 
anything. God has done it all and Paul says that God has done it through Jesus Christ. That’s 
the hope we have and Paul tells us, “For in hope we were saved… But if we hope for what we 
do not see, we wait for it with patience.” Knowledge says we have to see it; wisdom says we 
can hope. Knowledge says you have to prove that you’re good enough for God; Wisdom says 
and God said in your Baptism, “You are my child with you I am well pleased…” God has done it 
all; you don’t have to ask “Is anyone else up there?” 

The Call and the Challenge 
You and I know that. But, we also know that there are people who don’t know that. Carole King 
wrote a song in 1971 to people who are afraid, lonely, unloved, and who have no hope. She 
sang, “When you're down and troubled And you need a helping hand And nothing, nothing is 
going right. Close your eyes and think of me And soon I will be there To brighten up even your 
darkest night. You just call out my name And you know wherever I am I'll come running… to 
see you again. Winter, spring, summer or fall All you've got to do is call And I'll be there… 
You've got a friend.” That friend is Jesus. There is no one else up there…


