
9TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST, August 13, 2017 
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, Honolulu, HI 

THE LESSONS (Proper 19) 
1 Kings 19:1-4[5-7]8-15a 
Psalm 85:8-13 
Romans 10:5-15 
Matthew 14:22-33 
THE SERMON: “When God Speaks…” 
The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the Communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with us all. Amen. 

Introduction 
One of the drawbacks of being a Lutheran in America is that we’re occasionally forced to hear 
jokes about our Norwegian friends, Oli and Lena. Of course you’ve heard this one when Oli 
and Lena moved to Hawaii from Minnesota. And, when he wanted to go ice fishing in Hawaii, 
Oli couldn’t find an ice fishing spot after driving all over the Island. But, miraculously, shortly 
after midnight, he finally found a place in Hawaii to go ice fishing. He pulled out his ice auger 
and was slowly turning it round and round cutting a nice round hole in the ice when he heard a 
voice, “Oli." Oli stopped, look around in the early morning dark but he didn’t see anyone. He 
kept on cutting with his auger. A minute later, he heard the voice again “Oli!" Oli stopped again 
and thought, "It must be God,” so he responded, "Yes Lord?” The reply came back, “You idiot! I 
am not the Lord! I’m the manager of the Ice Palace Skating Rink!” Like a lot of us Christians, 
when Oli thought he heard a voice from no where, he assumed that it must be God, when it 
wasn’t. 

1 Kings 19:1-4[5-7]8-15a 
But, that’s not the case with Elijah in our lesson from 1 Kings this morning. He really did hear 
God. He was discouraged and afraid because of Queen Jezebel’s threats and he fled into the 
wilderness where God told him to leave the desert. He found himself in a cave on Mt. Horeb 
where God spoke again. But, to Elijah’s dismay, God didn’t speak in the wind nor an 
earthquake nor a fire. God spoke to Elijah in the sheer silence of Mt. Horeb. As God did in the 
wilderness, in the silence God asked Elijah, “What are you doing here?” As he had done 
earlier, Elijah blurts out how he served God and now he’s the only one left and on top of that 
Queen Jezebel has threatened to kill him. Do you blame him for being discouraged? I don’t. 
But, what does God do? God tells Elijah, "Go, return on your way to the wilderness of 
Damascus…” Don’t you feel like Elijah sometimes? Don’t you feel, helpless and hopeless, like 
you’re alone? Haven’t you done like Elijah and crawled into a figurative cave? And, if you were 
like Elijah and cried out to God, God probably didn’t pat you on the back and say, like our 
human friends, “Oh, you poor thing… I’m so sorry for you…” I’ve never had God feel sorry for 
me, instead, like with Elijah, God has said to me in that silence, “Get up, get out there, do 
something…quit feeling sorry for yourself…!  And, although I’ve never actually heard God say 
with my ears, I somehow know or hear deep within me God is saying, “You are not alone… 
don’t be afraid… I am with you…” 

Psalm 85:8-13 
As I’ve said many times, when we read only a portion of some scripture, we miss the richness 
of the text and I think our psalm is such an instance. Verse 2 makes this psalm parallel our 
Absolution in the liturgy and maybe that’s why it wasn’t included, “You have forgiven the 



iniquity of your people and blotted our all their sins… Will you not give us life again, that your 
people may rejoice in you? Show us your steadfast love… and grant us your salvation.” As I 
read that in my preparation for this sermon, I thought this could have been a psalm of the 
Exiles, especially when I read that the last line in verse 8, which we sang as “…and those who 
turn their hearts to you,” in one of the ancient texts, was actually “… but do not let them return 
to stupidity.”.That’s when I realized that this psalm wasn’t only for the Exiles, it could actually 
be for Americans today. As Isaiah reminded us last week, how often we buy things that don’t 
satisfy, how often we make judgments that please us but don’t please God, how often we trust 
ourselves more than we trust God. That’s what the psalm said in that ancient text, “… don’t let 
us return to stupidity.” That’s why I think it’s so important that we really live out what we just 
sang, “… I will listen to what the Lord God is saying…” Why? Because “… (God speaks) peace 
to (His) faithful people and those who turn their hearts to (God).” Maybe that’s why Americans 
are so afraid. Maybe that’s why it seems as though Evil and Chaos are in control. But, did we 
really believe what we sang, “Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you..”? To 
most Americans it seems that Evil and Chaos are more powerful than God. But, to us, to 
Christian, to the psalmist, “Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together and have kissed 
each other.” Really? Yes, REALLY! When God is in control, we don’t have to be afraid. Elijah 
left the mountain. He was still afraid. He still wasn’t sure. But, Elijah trusted God and God 
answered by raising up Elisha to succeed Elijah. When God’s steadfast love meets and kisses 
our faithfulness, we know we don’t have to be afraid because God is in control. 

Matthew 14:22-33 
The gospel today reminds us of a time that the disciples were afraid, when Jesus wasn’t with 
them. A lot of us forget the human nature of Jesus and all the stress and turmoil in his life. We 
forget that he was rejected by the elders in his hometown, Nazareth, and how he might have 
felt after hearing that his cousin, John the Baptist, was brutally beheaded. Jesus probably felt 
like those parents felt when they saw their son beheaded by terrorists on Youtube? Then, over 
five thousand people hunt him down to have him minister to them. No wonder the producers of 
that old movie, “Jesus Christ Superstar,” portrayed Jesus in one scene in the movie as a 
scrawny, wimpy-looking white guy screaming out in anguish when surrounded by all these 
faceless hands reaching out at him. But, Jesus didn’t respond to the crowd like that; I would 
have, but not Jesus. He ministered to the crowd and healed their sick. Then, when it was 
getting late, he told the disciples to feed the crowd with five loaves and two fish. The disciples 
must have thought Jesus had bought something from that medical marijuana dispensary that 
was just legalized in town. How could they feed 5000? But, Jesus did. And, now, finally, he was 
able to find solitude, time to be alone with our Heavenly Father. Now, how often do we do that? 
No wonder so many of us are stressed. Go, go, go, busy, busy, busy. But, Jesus made time. 
Meanwhile, the disciples were in a boat battered by wind and waves. In the midst of the 
turmoil, they saw Jesus walking toward them… on the sea! And, Jesus speaks the word of 
God, which we hear proclaimed throughout the Bible, “… do not be afraid.” And, Peter blurts 
out, “… if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” When Jesus bids him to come, 
Matthew says, “So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward 
Jesus. But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he 
cried out, ‘Lord, save me!’” That’s exactly like me; I act like I have faith but, when the waves 
and turmoil of life rage around me, I wimp out and sob, “Lord, save me!” But, as our men’s 
study on John Ortberg’s book, “If You Want to Walk on Water, You Have to Get Out of the 
Boat” (as that book said), at least Peter got out of the boat. What about the other disciples? 
They were probably like me and snickering at how Peter failed. But, Peter didn’t fail. He got out 
of the boat. What about all of us Christians who don’t even get out of the boat. What would 



happen if we weren’t afraid. What if we got out of the boat and “went where no man has gone 
before” as the Star Trek intro used to say. What if the church dared to go where God’s 
steadfast love and our faithfulness met and kissed? What if God’s justice and our mission were 
joined together and walked hand in hand? How might Waikiki be changed? Ortberg said that 
we’ll never know unless we get out of the boat. 

Romans 10:5-15 
But, the danger of saying this is that some of us will confuse doing service as mission; so, if we 
do good, then we are doing God’s will. Well, that’s what Paul accused the Judaism of his time 
was doing. When people try to justify themselves, they naturally do good deeds and think that 
makes them good before God. Paul argues, “But the righteousness that comes from faith says, 
… ’The word is near you, on your lips and in your heart’ … For one believes with the heart and 
so is justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is saved. The scripture says, ‘No one 
who believes in (Christ) will be put to shame.’” And, then he adds, “For there is no distinction 
between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all… ‘Everyone who calls on the name of 
the Lord shall be saved.’” And, when Paul ends today’s reading with "How beautiful are the feet 
of those who bring good news!” Every good Jew would know that’s what Isaiah was 
proclaiming to all the Exiles (52:7), “How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the 
messenger who announces peace, who brings good news, who announces salvation, who 
says to Zion, ‘Your God reigns.’” For the Exiles, it meant freedom from the captivity of the 
Babylonians. For Christians it should mean freedom from the captivity of sin, of fear, of guilt. 
Our God reigns so everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved. 

The Call and the Challenge 
But, how will people hear this good news? Paul challenges us, “But how are they to call on one 
in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in one of whom they have never 
heard? And how are they to hear without someone to proclaim him? And how are they to 
proclaim him unless they are sent?” But, I have a lot of intelligent Christian friends who ask 
about the good Muslim or Buddhist or whatever, will they be saved? I tell them that I don’t 
know. But, I do know that God is merciful, loving, kind, and just and, because that’s who God 
is, I’ll trust that God will do what is right. I don’t know and to take time and energy to decide 
about good non-believers is only speculation. What I do know is that, for me, and for those in 
the Judeo-Christian tradition, God does not want to be separated from us and God has done 
what is necessary to restore our fellowship. We can strive and strive but we don’t need to 
because God has done it all on the Cross. You and I are forgiven because of Jesus Christ. 
God’s promise is not some complicated formula that only rocket scientists can fathom. God’s 
promise is simple, so simple that even a child can understand. Paul says, “… ’The word is near 
you, on your lips and in your heart’ … For one believes with the heart and so is justified, and 
one confesses with the mouth and so is saved.” And, as Paul said to the Corinthians, “For the 
message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 
saved it is the power of God.” I don’t know about you but, for me, that’s really good news. God 
loves me!


