
ALL SAINTS SUNDAY, November 5, 2017 
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, Honolulu, HI 

THE LESSONS: 
Revelation 7:9-17 
Psalm 34:1-10,22 
1 John 3:1-3 
Matthew 5:1-12 

THE SERMON: “You’re Kidding… We’re Saints?” 

Grace and Peace to you from God our Father and our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Introduction 
Today is the Feast of All Saints. Unfortunately, a lot of us will mutter, “So what?” because most 
of us picture a saint to be serious, holy, and perfect. But, to my surprise, many of them actually 
sounded like funny and fun human beings. St. Philip Neri, a 16th-century Italian priest, on a 
way to a ceremony to honor him appeared with half his face shaved and the other half with a 
beard just to make the point that we shouldn’t take ourselves so seriously. He also said, 
“Christian joy is a gift from God, flowing from a good conscience,” and “A heart filled with joy is 
more easily made perfect than one that is sad.” When a young priest asked St. Philip what 
would be the most appropriate blessing for a couple after a wedding mass, Philip answered, 
“Let us pray for peace…” One of the earliest examples of saintly humor is what St. Lawrence 
said as he was being burned to death on a grill, “This side is done. Turn me over and have a 
bite.” Many of us know that Pope John XXIII was a down-to-earth person and, when a 
journalist asked him how many people worked in the Vatican, he answered, “About half of 
them…” Then, there’s the time when he was walking through the streets in Rome, a woman 
gasped, “O my, he’s so fat,” and he turned and smiled, “Madame, I trust you understand that 
the papal conclave is not a beauty contest.” 

Matthew 5:1-12 
Now, why do we think saintly people have to be so serious? I don’t think many of us think of 
Jesus as being fun to be with. The picture that most of us have of today’s lesson on Jesus’ 
sermon on the mount is a somber, stern Jesus sitting on a big rock and lecturing the crowd. 
That’s pretty much the picture that Cecil B. Demille and other Hollywood directors have 
painted for us. Quite frankly, I don’t Jesus drew the crowds because he was so serious. If that 
were true, why weren’t the people flocking to the synagogues? There were lots of serious, 
somber priests. I think Jesus was fun and funny. I picture him like Jerry Seinfeld, Groucho 
Marx, Mel Brooks, or George Burns or any number of Jewish comedians who have 
commented on the world and on the tragic comedy of our world. If Jesus just gave his sermon 
as Matthew wrote it, it would take just about half an hour to read chapters 5 through 7. What 
did Jesus talk about for the other two or three hours. I think when he said, “Blessed are the 
poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven,” he probably added, “Come on, are you 
kidding? How can the poor in spirit inherit the kingdom of heaven?” How would you answer 
that? I’ve heard sermons tell me that, when I’m discouraged or sad or just feel beat up by life, 
that’s when I’m closest to God. I’ve also heard sermons telling me that money doesn’t make 
you happy. I wonder how Jesus “fleshed out” that the poor in spirit would inherit God’s 
kingdom. We could do that with every beatitude. But, why did Jesus finish up with “Blessed are 



you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on 
my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they 
persecuted the prophets who were before you”? Maybe Jesus was saying that all the 
“blessed”s are not how the world is but how a world in relationship with God is. In the “real 
world” you’re going to be hated and persecuted and lied about, just like all the prophets, so 
your reward is with God. Your happiness, your blessedness is with God. 

Psalm 34:1-10, 22 
Oh, come on, you don’t believe that do you? I don’t think that most people do. I think that’s 
why the world seems so confused and lost and sad and lonely and chaotic. But, supposedly, 
that pretty much describes how David must have felt when he wrote this psalm. He was being 
hunted down by King Saul who was jealous of David’s popularity; so, David sought asylum in 
Gath with King Achish (later remembered as Abimelech) and had to pretend he was crazy so 
they wouldn’t kill him as a spy. Most scholars see this as a teaching psalm because it’s an 
acrostic poem with each verse beginning with successive letter of the Hebrew alphabet (22 
verses, 22 letters…). So, in the midst of the chaos and confusion of his life, David wanted to 
teach people how to cope with their confusing lives. He begins with exalting God: “I will bless 
the Lord… my soul makes its boast in the Lord… O magnify the Lord…” Why? David says, “I 
sought the Lord and he answered me… Look to him… so your faces shall never be 
ashamed… This poor soul cried and was heard…” Because of God’s presence in his troubles 
and turmoil, he praises the Lord, “O taste and see that the Lord is good… O fear the Lord… 
(and) have no want… those who seek the Lord lack no good thing.” And, like Matthew hints in 
the Beatitudes, David proclaims, “The Lord redeems the life of his servants; none of those who 
take refuge in him will be condemned.” David found his happiness, his blessedness, in the 
Lord and echoes what Jesus told the crowd, “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the 
kingdom of God…” 

Revelation 7:9-17 
it’s interesting that John’s picture of heaven in his Revelation portrays heaven as place where 
people are exalting God as David did in Psalm 34. But, when the elder asks John, "Who are 
these, robed in white, and where have they come from?” he doesn’t know and the elder 
answers, "These are they who have come out of the great ordeal (and) have washed their 
robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb… They will hunger… and thirst no 
more… and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” Jesus knew the broken, human 
world was hard and difficult but God’s world was different; that’s why he could say, “Blessed 
are the poor in spirit for theirs is the kingdom of God.” Jesus wasn’t saying our problems and 
sorrows aren’t real but was trying to show us that life in God, in Christ, can be different, maybe 
only tolerable in this world, but whole and fulfilled with God. That’s what John was seeing in 
his Revelation. But, most of us read the Revelation as if it’s something that happens only after 
we die. John wasn’t writing with that intention. John was trying to tell us that a relationship with 
God is for now. John was telling people living under the oppression and darkness of the 
Roman Empire that eternal life can begin now. You can live in God’s kingdom now. John saw 
his friends seized and tortured and killed by unjust Roman oppression; he and his Christian 
friends were persecuted and excommunicated from their Jewish communities; John was 
exiled to Patmos for what? His faith? Yet, you and I complain and wring our hands and shake 
our heads because Democrats and Republicans can’t agree on anything or because we don’t 
have enough money to buy a huge screen TV to watch the depressing news. John knew that, 
when you focus on the human world, you will see only the brokenness and self-centeredness 



and sinfulness of humanity but, when you focus on God, you see an entirely different scenario. 
God can be in that broken, sinful world and we are God’s hands to heal God’s world. That was 
John’s Revelation. What is God revealing to you? When we see fear, doubt, hopelessness, 
confusion, and chaos, is that what God wants us to see? I don’t think so…  

1 John 3:1-3 
I think God wants us to see hope and light, life and understanding, patience and kindness. 
That’s why John wrote his first letter to Christians. People in the First Century lived in the midst 
of fear, doubt, hopelessness, confusion, and darkness. But, John saw a different world in his 
relationship with God in Christ, “See what love the Father has given us, that we should be 
called children of God; and that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that 
it did not know him.” John continues, “Beloved, we are God's children now; what we will be 
has not yet been revealed… when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he 
is.” When we see that Jesus, will we see the stern and somber Jesus of the movies or will we 
see a Jesus who is loving, forgiving, and who brings joy and light and laughter into our lives? I 
see a Jesus who loves me just as I am. Even though I’m not perfect, Jesus sees a sinner who 
is growing in faith and understanding, who isn’t as judgmental and critical as he once was, and 
who keeps screwing up time after time. I’m just a work in progress but I do know that, more 
than ever in my lifetime, the world needs hope and I believe that, because we are the children 
of God, people are looking to see if we will deliver what we say we believe. 

The Call and the Challenge 
Pope John XXIII knew the challenges of people looking at what he was doing and one of my 
favorites is, when John was still an archbishop and at an elegant dinner party, he was seated 
across from a woman wearing a low-cut dress that exposed a good deal of cleavage. 
Someone turned to him and said, “Your Eminence… Aren’t you embarrassed that everyone is 
looking at that woman?” John said, “Oh no, everyone is looking at me, to see if I’m looking at 
her.” I think people are looking at Christians too. Will they know we are Christians by our love? 
Will our lives show the fruit of the Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control? I think what Luther meant, when he said we were 
“saints and sinners at the same time,” was that we are merely imperfect people trying to do the 
right thing because we truly love God? And, because we love God, we will love others enough 
to tell them there is hope and that hope is in a life anchored in Christ…


