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Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, Honolulu, HI 

THE LESSONS (Lec. 32) 
Amos 5:18-24 
Psalm 70 
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
Matthew 25:1-13 

THE SERMON: “Be All You Can Be…” 

The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God the Father, and Communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with us all. Amen. 

Introduction 
By now, many of you realize that one of my Christian heroes is the German theologian, 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, who was imprisoned, then executed, for taking a stand against Adolf Hitler 
during World War II. Even from prison he continued to urge fellow Christians to resist Nazi 
tyranny and some asked him, "Why do you expose yourself to all this danger? Jesus will 
return any day, and all your work and suffering will be for nothing." Bonhoeffer replied, "If 
Jesus returns tomorrow, then tomorrow I'll rest from my labor. But today I have work to do. I 
must continue the struggle until it's finished." In other words, Bonhoeffer was telling his friends 
that we have to be ready at all times. 

Psalm 70 
Bonhoeffer wrote to his parents from prison: “I read the Psalms every day, as I have done for 
years; I know them and love them more than any other book.” I’m sure that, under the hardship 
of prison, Bonhoeffer must have turned to today’s psalm because it’s a song of lament asking 
for God’s intervention, “Be pleased, O God, to deliver me. O Lord, make haste to help me!” 
And, knowing that Bonhoeffer  has taught us to pray for his enemies, it doesn’t seem that he 
would pray for harm to his captors as he read, “Let those who seek my life be put  to shame 
and confounded… and be disgraced,” because, in his book, “The Cost of Discipleship,” he 
believed that we should forgive the sins of those who trespass against us. But, Bonhoeffer saw 
beyond his hopeless and bleak situation because he knew and experienced God, not 
intellectually but spiritually, deep within. So, he was encouraged by the words of the psalmist,  
“(O God) Let all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you. Let those who love your salvation 
say forever, “Great is the Lord!” But, in this psalm, God doesn’t answer; the psalmist leaves us 
hanging. But, I doubt if Bonhoeffer felt that way. He was sustained by God’s promise so even 
when he prayed, “… as for me, I am poor and needy; come to me quickly, O God! You are my 
helper and my deliverer; O Lord, do not tarry!” Bonhoeffer knew that God would not abandon 
him, that God was with him, even as he faced death. But, what about us? Are we ready? Billy 
Graham once said, "Our world is filled with fear, hate, lust, greed, war, and utter despair. Surely 
the Second Coming of Jesus Christ is the only hope of replacing these depressing features 
with trust, love, universal peace, and prosperity.” But, what if Jesus doesn’t come right away? 
For Bonhoeffer, Jesus did come. Jesus was with him in the prison cell, on the gallows as the 
noose was placed on his neck.  

Amos 5:18-24 



Maybe that’s what Amos was trying to say: “Alas for you who desire the day of the Lord! Why 
do you want the day of the Lord? It is darkness, not light… Is not the day of the Lord darkness, 
not light, and gloom with no brightness in it?” When you read his prophecy, it’s pretty obvious 
that he’s warning Israel that their life with God isn’t right. That’s why Amos hears God saying, 
“I hate, I despise your festivals, and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. Even though 
you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not accept them… Take away from 
me the noise of your songs; I will not listen…” Amos says that God sees through our 
superficiality and phoniness; God wants honesty and sincerity. God sees the injustice, the 
corruption, the deceitfulness; that’s why God says (through Amos), “But let justice roll down 
like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.” Maybe that’s why Martin Luther 
King, Jr. invoked this passage in several of his essays and speeches. Like Amos, he was 
speaking out what he saw in American society of the 1960s. But, it’s not like that anymore, is 
it? We in the United States have justice and equality and are a righteous and moral society. 
There is liberty and justice for all. That’s not true. You and I know it’s not true. That’s what 
Amos was trying to tell Israel. Just because they were going to the temple and synagogues 
and worshiping God in their prayers and hymns and rituals, they weren’t really worshiping 
God. Real worship is living justly and righteously. Israel tried justifying itself by saying they 
were more just and more righteous compared to the Assyrians or the Egyptians or Medeans 
who bordered Israel. It’s sort of like a lot of us saying that the United States is better than most 
of the other places in the world. I think that’s true but, as a Christian, I know God is calling us, 
not just to be better than other countries but, to truly be one nation, under God, indivisible, with 
liberty and justice for all. I think Amos could be speaking to us today, “But let justice roll down 
like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.” And, if we don’t see justice and 
righteousness roll down like an ever-flowing stream, maybe God is challenging us to work for 
change. 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
Paul and the Thessalonians certainly didn’t see justice and righteousness rolling down like an 
ever-flowing stream under Roman oppression. But, those early Christians had other concerns. 
Unlike you and me, 2000 years later, they were under the impression that Jesus was going to 
return in their lifetime. But, he didn’t and the Thessalonians were getting worried. What about 
those who had already died? They would never see Jesus’ triumphant return. That’s what Paul 
is trying address and that’s why he borrows from Jewish images of the end times which 
reminds us of the prophecy from Daniel, “For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the 
archangel's call and with the sound of God's trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead 
in Christ will rise first.” But, because Jesus told us that no one knows the day or the hour, Paul 
chooses not to pursue the “when” but focuses on the “certainty” of our being reunited with 
Jesus, “Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with them 
to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord forever.” That’s why 2000 years 
later, Christians have focused on the certainty and have trusted in the promise, as Paul said, 
“… so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope.” That’s why most of us modern 
Christians don’t worry about when Jesus will return but simply know that he will. Our ultimate 
concerns are simply that, whatever happens, God is in control - that the origins and the ends 
of Creation are in God’s hands, that Jesus Christ is how reconciles broken humankind with 
God, with others, and with creation, that Christ’s transforming presence is with the Body of 
Christ, that God’s love can be manifest in the Communion of the saints, and that, despite all of 
the brokenness around us, we will live to proclaim hope and bring light into the darkness 
because we know that God is in control and we are God’s hands for God’s work. 



Matthew 25:1-13 
But, like Paul, Matthew was writing to Christians who were expecting Jesus to return in their 
life time. So, while this parable is about being ready for the bridegroom’s return, Matthew tells 
the early Christian, “As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept.” In 
our case the bridegroom is really delayed; it’s been over 2000 years and he still hasn’t 
returned. Even the most faithful of us has to admit that we’ve quit waiting. Even my 
evangelical friends who claim that John’s Revelation tells them that the world is coming to an 
end are ignoring that Jesus said that no one knows the day or the hour. Matthew says that the 
kingdom of heaven is like ten bridesmaids who went to meet the bridegroom. But, five of them 
didn’t take any oil for the lamps so, when the bridegroom finally arrived, they couldn’t get into 
the wedding banquet. Although he doesn’t say it, like most Jews, Matthew was probably 
picturing the wedding feast that Isaiah prophesied about, “I will greatly rejoice in the Lord… for 
he has clothed me with the garments of salvation… (and) covered me with the robe of 
righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself 
with her jewels… so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to spring up before all 
the nations.” But, Matthew is warning us that we won’t be ready by wearing robes of 
righteousness. 

The Call and the Challenge 
Are you ready? Maybe it’s a trick question. Maybe if you have to ask, you aren’t ready. Maybe 
it’s like St. Augustine’s reply to that question as he was working the monastery garden planting 
a tree. A young monk asked Augustine what he would if Jesus would return that day and 
Augustine answered, “I’d probably be planting a tree.” Maybe, as Bonhoeffer emphasizes in 
his “Cost of Discipleship” that the Church is the Body of Christ and, as he implies, that, when 
the Body of Christ embodies the person of Christ, then Christ will be risen indeed. Maybe 
that’s what the Apostle John meant in his Revelation when he wrote, “Then I saw a new 
heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away… And I saw 
the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride 
adorned for her husband. And I heard  ‘See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell 
with them; they will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them; he will wipe every tear 
from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more…’“ 
Maybe the Bridegroom will not come until the Bride is ready, adorned for her husband. Are we 
ready? Are we all that we can be? Augustine was; he was planting a tree…


