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Swales vs Berms 

What is a swale ? 
Swales are one of the most commonly used stormwater practices. Swales not only convey stormwater but also 

help to treat runoff to reduce pollutants. 

 

Like ditches, swales collect stormwater from roads, driveways, parking lots and other hard surfaces.  

Unlike ditches, swales are not deep with straight sides. They have gently sloping sides and are wider than they 

are deep. They are vegetated to prevent the slopes from eroding and to help filter pollutants during and after 

rainstorm. 

Swales are important because: 

Ponding of runoff in the swale allows the water to soak into the soil, helping to reduce the volume and amount 

of pollutants. The gradual sloping sides of the swale make them easier to maintain and vegetate. This 

decreases erosion that causes sedimentation of streams, lakes and wetlands. 

What is a berm? 

A berm is a mound of earthen materials made to serve a specific purpose. Berms are among the oldest 

constructions made by man and have been used for centuries to contain areas, provide privacy and add 

variation to a landscape. 

 

Berms can be landscaped with grasses and trees for a stunning focal point on your property. Some green 

designers will surround a home with a berm to blend it in with the environment.  

 

A well thought-out and constructed berm will bring interest to your site and is a wonderful option for solving a 

variety of issues in the residential landscape.   

Which option is right for you? Talk to a foundation professional (like us The Leaky Cellar). 

www.TheLeakyCellar.com 
TIPS FROM THE CELLAR 

816-753-2300 

Next Month:  Repairs for the Stone, Brick or Block basements 

It is always best to 

contact a 

professional 

basement/

foundation repair 

company if you have 

any concerns about 

potential water in 

your basement.  

Something to 

Consider… 

December 2016 

Read our Reviews! 

 

 

 

Repeated Super Service 

Award Winners...We 

have over 150 A+ 

Reviews 

Serving Kansas City since 2003!! 

Thank you for 

supporting a 

locally owned & 

operated 

business! 

Santa's Extra Savings 

Receive 10% off any 

service that is 

BOOKED by January 
15th, 2017!!   

Up to $500 

 
Offer good December 1st thru 

December 31st 


