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Interior Drains vs French Drains 

How do I know which drainage system I need you ask? 

When do you need an Interior Drain? When water starts coming in through that floor/wall seem (or even in the 

middle of your floor) its often due to a rise in the water table. When a rising water table meets a foundation floor the 

result is a buildup of pressure called hydrostatic pressure; the water pushing against your floor will find any nook 

and cranny and squeeze its way in to try to relieve that pressure.  This could mean puddles in the middle of your 

floor, or seepage at the bottom of one of the walls. If you install a drain around the perimeter of your basement 

(even just the one or two walls that are leaking) that system will decrease the pressure by collecting water and a 

sump pump will move it away from your home.  With an absence of pressure around the edges, any water building up 

in the middle will flow toward the outside before it comes up through the concrete. 

Sump Pumps are a vital part of this solution. In fact, we can't install an interior drain without installing a sump pump 

(unless there is already one in the house). Having a drain catch all that water, but no way to get it away from your 

house, isn't going to do anything to decrease that hydrostatic pressure. It's just going to keep right on leaking until 

the water is taken out and away from the area.  

When do you need a French drain? Well, if your yard turns into a pond after a large (or not so large) rainstorm, it 

can definitely help with that. They are also a necessity when building retaining walls to ensure the water that gets 

behind your wall is diverted away before it can build up pressure. Also, depending on how water is getting in to your 

basement, a French drain might be able to help with that. 

Our French drains are formed by digging a ditch in your yard, and laying gravel surrounding a perforated fabric-

wrapped pipe at the bottom. The area is then filled in with dirt and covered with sod (or seeded) creating an invisible 

way to collect water. The exact dimensions of a French drain will vary based on the size of the problem area and the 

amount of water that will potentially need to be collected (because if you’re at the bottom of a hill, it will need to take 

care of runoff too). The water it collects can then be routed away from your home to an area such as a dispersion 

pit which will allow the water to slowly seep into surrounding soils. 
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Next Month:  Stabilizing that bowing foundation wall 

It is always best to 

contact a 

professional 

basement/

foundation repair 

company if you have 

any concerns about 

potential water in 

your basement.  

Something to 

Consider… 
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Read our Reviews! 

 

 

 

Repeated Super Service 

Award Winners...We 

have over 150 A+ 

Reviews 

Serving Kansas City since 2003!! 

Thank you for 

supporting a 

locally owned & 

operated 

business! 

10% Discount  

 
Receive a 10%  

Discount on drain 
tile for the month of 

August! 
 
 
 

Offer good August 1st 
thru August 31st 


