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Repairs for your Stone, Brick or Block Basement 

Leaking in basements made of stone, brick or cinderblock can’t always be repaired in the same way as poured concrete. 

You just can’t inject expandable urethane into a mortar joint without risking damage to the structure (when expanding it 

could potentially push blocks out of alignment). So how do you stop leaks in a block, stone or brick basement? That can 

get a bit tricky.  

 

Tuckpointing is the process of filling the space between stones with new mortar. Over time contact with water is going 

to cause mortar to break down. Cleaning out the crumbling mortar and replacing it with new can help to keep water out. 

However, if you don’t address the problem of how much water is getting to that mortar, it will eventually wear out again. 

And again. And again.  

 

Dryloking is the application of a specific product (Drylok) to your basement walls. It is easily painted on and will get into 

the concrete pores to create a water barrier. It is important to note that this product is not water proof. It will (at least 

temporarily) keep water from getting in your basement but will do nothing to keep water from getting into the 

foundation from the outside. Having water in your blocks can cause deterioration of your foundation and the product will 
eventually start to bubble or flake off the walls.  

 

Parging is the process of applying mortar to the surface of a wall. The purpose of applying this can be twofold: first, it 

can cover up an ugly wall and second, it will slow down the passage of moisture into the basement. Notice we say slow 

down as in, it’s not going to keep water out. In that respect it will be much like Drylok and maybe dry out your basement 

but not keep the water away from your foundation.  

 

So if these products “might temporarily’” stop water intrusion, why do we offer them? Two words: price and 

accessibility. It’s much less expensive and time consuming to do a fix from the inside of a basement. Fixing grading, 

adding swales and/or extending downspouts are slightly more expensive fixes than what is mentioned above. Digging up 

the foundation to do exterior waterproofing is very effective but can be a huge jump in price and some types of 
basements just can’t be waterproofed from the outside. Stone, for example, may be partially supported by the dirt 
around the foundation, removing this can cause walls to collapse! Let us come out and take a look, and we can discuss 

all the options you have available as well as how long they will keep you dry.  

 

Which option is right for you? Talk to a foundation professional (like us The Leaky Cellar). 

www.TheLeakyCellar.com 
TIPS FROM THE CELLAR 

816-753-2300 

Next Month:  Preparing your foundation for that Spring rain 

It is always best to 

contact a 

professional 

basement/

foundation repair 

company if you have 

any concerns about 

potential water in 

your basement.  

Something to 

Consider… 

January 2017 

Read our Reviews! 

 

 

 

Repeated Super Service 

Award Winners...We 

have over 150 A+ 

Reviews 

Serving Kansas City since 2003!! 

Thank you for 

supporting a 

locally owned & 

operated 

business! 

Winter Discount! 

Book a job between January 
9th & February 28th and  

receive a 10% discount up to 
$500! 

This work MUST be on the 
schedule by February 28th 

(No Exceptions!) 
 

Call soon to schedule ...our 
calendar is filling up quickly! 

 
This can not be combined with 

any other discount. 
This coupon is not valid on 
previous work completed. 


