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TOWN OF HANCOCK 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEETING 

January 11, 2017 

 

Mayor Murphy called the January 11, 2017 meeting of the Mayor and Council to order with 

Council members Little, Murray, Salvagno, Smith and Town Manager Smith present.   

 

All in attendance joined in with Pledge of Allegiance. 

• APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 

• The minutes for the December 14, 2016 town meeting were approved with 

the correction of adding Councilman Little to the attendance. 

 

• ANNOUNCEMENTS/PRESENTATIONS 

• Columbia Gas presentation from Scott Kohne regarding the pipeline that 

will run through Pennsylvania, Maryland and West Virginia.  Mr. Kohne 

explained that there would be a need to cross the town's property as well 

as another residents property to begin construction at which a 

compensation would be given. Mr. Kohne explained the compensation 

amounts to utilize the property.  Mr. Kohne stated that the pipeline would 

be about 4 and a half foot deep and 8 inches wide.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Councilman Salvagno asked about shut off valves for safety purposes.  

Mr. Kohne replied back that there would be some. 

• Lions Club will be hosting the Election Forum on January 16th at 7:30PM. 

• Town Election will be January 30th from 11AM-7PM. 

• Hancock in Motion will be having a Valentine's Dinner & Dance on 

February 4th at the Hancock American Legion.  Meal will be 6-7:30 PM, 

with the dance starting at 8 PM.  Councilman Smith gave details on the 

event and shared that dance tickets could be purchased separately.   

• Mayor Murphy stated that the transfer of power for Mayor and Council 

will take place on February 13th at 7PM. 

 

• PUBLIC HEARING 

• Nothing to report. 

 

• CITIZEN’S COMMENTS 

• Mike Faith from the Herald Mail gave an update of the website 

progression and shared that training has been set up for the office staff.   

• Father Allen Weatherholt spoke on behalf of the Interfaith Service 

Coalition to thank Mayor Murphy for his years of service to the Town of 

Hancock and shared that there would be cake and other refreshments after 

the meeting.  

• Mayor Murphy recognized Jeff Cline in attendance to the meeting and Mr. 

Cline spoke briefly about his friendship with Mayor Murphy and thanked 

him as well.   
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• DEPARTMENT/COMMITTEE REPORTS – Water/Waste, Public Works, and 

Parks Committee update by Town Manager Smith. 

            A.  Town Manager Reports 

• Town Manager David Smith shared that the two major water leaks were 

found and repaired.  Mr. Smith stated that there were some additional 

leaks that were repaired including one on Maryland Ave that was a 4" cast 

line, about 100 years old.  

• Manager Smith stated that Robert Munday, Waste Water Superintendant, 

has been working with him in regards to Lanco Pennland connecting to the 

town's system.  Mr. Smith anticipates having a meeting with the county 

and MDE to develop the timelines.   

• There has been an increase in salt usage compared to past years due to ice 

on the roads.   

• Christmas tree recycling will be offered free to the community.  Manager 

Smith asked Geoff Fox to share in the newspaper.   

• Farmer's Market can be expected to be open around March or April.  

Manager Smith stated that it was very successful last year.   

• Manager Smith briefed the council on an opportunity to purchase the 

Burgesser tract, a 54 acre woodland property behind Vista Village Trailer 

Court, in the amount of $115k.   

• Town Manager, Smith spent some time with William Bowen, an 

appraiser, assessing properties in Hancock. 

• Manager Smith shared that he received a phone call from Mr. Spessard 

regarding his former building on South Street.  U.S. Silica has made an 

offer of $1500 per month for temporary storage space to store dry sand.  

Smith recommended taking the offer.   

• Smith commented that there is a signed executed letter of intent from 

Harvest for $15,000 per month.   

• Smith has been working with Maryland Pipe and some of their suppliers to 

develop a proposal for the pump sewage line.  Maryland Pipe has priced 

the pipe which has been 50% cheaper than other suppliers. 

• Jay Greene, Project Manager with Waltz Construction will be handling the 

construction at Harvest.  They are looking for local contractors to perform 

certain phases of the construction during the project.  Smith added that 

construction should begin shortly.   

• Manager Smith explained "Code Red", a security feature that would alert 

the community in times of emergencies.  Smith stated that even caregivers 

that aren't in the area can be added to the list when events occur.  The cost 

would be $2500 per year.   

• Mayor Murphy expressed thanks to the Public Works team who work in 

the winter months outside.   
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    B.  Police Department  

• Chief Timothy Buskirk spoke briefly on the current burglaries in the area 

and stated that the police departments in the neighboring area have been 

working together.   

• Manager David Smith stated that he is ready to pursue the software 

enhancement program and go into the next phase of upgrading the 

cameras.  Chief Buskirk assured the council that there would be a "test 

drive" before they use them.   

    C.  Park Report 

• Manager Smith shared information on the newly purchased 60 foot high 

ranger bucket truck, a GMC 7500.  Smith shared that the vehicle is in 

excellent condition and that the county offered to help the guys with 

training on using the truck.  The price of the truck was $15k.  

• Smith stated that the Circuit Rider is working on a $5k grant for new trees 

in Widmeyer Park.  Smith concluded that there is an additional grant being 

applied for that ties into the waste water project.   

                D.  Planning Commission 

• Nothing to report. 

                E.  Visitor Center 

• Volunteer, John Cohill stated that things have been slow since 

Thanksgiving.  

    F.  Canal Towns  

• Ross Cook shared that there was not a meeting in January.   

    G.  Economic Development AD/HOC Committee 

• Nothing to report. 

                H.  Swimming Pool  AD/HOC Committee 

        •  Town Manager, David Smith stated that the plans are with the 

                                    developer and architect.  Mr. Smith clarified that the pool would be  

                                    open by summer.  Manager Smith also clarified that funds donated by  

                                    Stanley E. Fulton in 2015 in the amount of 150k would be used for the  

                                    new pool construction. 

    

              

•   UNFINISHED BUSINES 

              A.  Hancock Library 

• Manager Smith met with an additional appraiser to begin appraising the 

land for the county.  The signed, sealed and stamped drawings for the 

library are finished.  Mr. Smith stated he is now waiting on the county.  

Smith added that he expects the project to be finished by the Spring of 

2018. 

              B.  State Highway Lab Building 

• There are still tenants in the building.  Manager Smith showed the 

building to a commercial interest which would produce "good jobs". 

              C.  Transfer Station Status 

• Nothing to report. 
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              D.  MDE-Lagoon 

       •     Mayor Murphy explained that Julie Piple and Greg Murray have been  

                                    working with the county to see what is in the best interest for the town.   

                                    Murphy added that this will save the town money. 

  E.  Permitting 

• Manager Smith expressed concern on permitting procedures through the 

county. Councilman Little also shared that he has received complaints on 

how the permitting procedures work.   

  F.  Harvest Application  

• Mayor Murphy recapped that $15k per month will be received for rent. A 

memorandum of understanding is in place.  Manager Smith stated that 

they are looking for local contractors and to contact him. 

              G.  Restroom Rehab 

        • Town Manager showed the councilman a piece of flooring for the  

                                    bathroom in the Town Hall.  Smith suggested making the bathroom 

                                    handicap accessible. 

   H.  Website 

        • Mayor Murphy stated that Mike Faith from the Herald Mail gave an  

                                    update earlier in the meeting.  

 

 

• NEW BUSINESS             

    •    Motion by Councilman Smith and seconded by Councilman Murray 

          for the easement of Columbia Gas to pass on the piece of property owned  

                                by the Town in the amount of $1,680 for compensation.  All in favor,  

                                motion carried. 

                      •    Motion by Councilman Little and seconded by Councilman Murray to   

                                purchase the Burgesser property, a 54 acre woodland behind Vista  

                                Village Trailer Park, in the amount of $115k.   All in favor, motion carried.   

    •   Motion by Councilman Little and seconded by Councilman Salvagno to   

                                rent the former Jerry Spessard building to U.S. Silica in the amount of  

                                $1500 on a month to month basis.  All in favor, motion carried. 

    •    Manager Smith inquired about the rescue squad's need for funding for their  

                                new truck.  Councilman Little replied that they have a grant in progress.   

                                $15k is needed.  Council members agreed that more information is needed  

                                before funding is given. 

 

 

Adjourned @ 9:00 PM 

Respectfully Submitted,  

Stacey Golden 

Town Clerk  


