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By Susie Ouderkirk
Las Cruces Bulletin

Where in Las Cruces 
can you find upwards of  
70 excited kids strategiz-
ing, charting, formulat-
ing, projecting and exe-
cuting precise and intri-
cate battle plans in an en-
vironment of  friendship 
and camaraderie? At the 
Boys and Girls Chess 
Club, of  course! A project 
developed at the Boys and 
Girls Club of  Las Cruces 
in May of  2014 has in-
volved more than 120 kids 
in the “thinking man’s 
game” of  chess. To test 
their collective skills, on 
Oct. 15 the Club hosted a 
very special young chess 
champ to play six simul-
taneous matches in a cel-
ebration of  the sport. 

Eleven year old Sophia 
Moore, the daughter of  
Chris and Katya Moore, is 
a 6th grader at Camino 
Real Middle School and 
has been playing chess 
since 3rd grade. She has 
won 3 first place finishes 
in rated chess tourna-
ments, and is the 2015 
New Mexico State K-6 
Champion. She currently 
holds a United States 
Chess Federation rating 
of  1096. But she’s just a 
regular kid who likes vol-
leyball, story writing and 
swimming.

Sophia joined a dozen 
young chess players at 
the Boys and Girls Club 
of  Las Cruces to play six 
simultaneous games, chat 
with the other players 
and give advice. The event 
was created by Bill Brad-
ley, volunteer chess club 
coordinator (“Grampa 
Memo” to the kids). He 
sees chess as a vehicle for 
things that will be good in 
the students’ lives.  

“We use chess as a way 
to build self-confidence 
and self-esteem. Each 
child is constantly praised 
for effort and improve-
ment. We also think chess 
helps build different 
kinds of  thinking skills 

including critical think-
ing, decision-making, cre-
ativity and innovation,” 
Bradley said.

According to Ashley 
Echavarria, Boys and 
Girls Club chief  profes-
sional officer, the impor-
tance of  the chess pro-
gram here is not just 
about chess: “It’s about 
relationships. The rela-
tionships the kids build 
with adults and each 
other. It’s about how they 
look forward to seeing 
Grampa Memo.”

Ten year old Emma 
Christiano, who attends 
Mesilla Park Elementary, 
and has the reputation of  
being one of  the best play-
ers in the Club explains, 
“Patience is what I’m 
learning from chess right 
now.” And, she added, “I 
like the strategizing. I like 
putting it all together to 
learn how different peo-
ple play and trying to beat 
a good ranked player.” 
When she grows up she 
wants a job “in education. 
And to be a professional 
basketball player.”

Patience is a word that 
came up lot during the 
informal matches. Uni-

versity Hills Elementary 
student Marcuss Flores, 
9, agrees with what club 
mate Emma said, “My fa-
vorite thing about chess 
is patience. It taught me 
to be quiet in school.” 
Marcuss used to get in 
trouble a lot for talking, 

and chess helped him 
change that. 

Like her colleagues, So-
phia Moore said that what 
she likes best about chess 
is how it takes patience. 
“You have to sit through 
long matches.” When 
asked if  chess relates to 

things in real life, she 
nodded and said, “It’s like 
middle school! You have 
to know end games and 
how to attack. Plus you 
need to learn to lose well.” 

Sophia ended up win-
ning 12 out of  12 matches 
against the Club players, 

and then won matches 
against two adult staff  
members. She believes 
that her chess skills will 
help her later in life when 
she becomes an ER doc-
tor. “You have to be pa-
tient, calm yourself  down, 
and do what you need to 
do,” she said. 

According to “Grampa 
Memo” Bill Bradley, what 
the Boys and Girls Chess 
Club could use the most 
of  right now is adult vol-
unteers to just play 
matches with the kids.

The Boys and Girls 
Club of  Las Cruces in a 
nonprofit organization 
dedicated to serving chil-
dren ages 6 to 18 after 
school and during sum-
mer, winter and other 
breaks by providing a 
safe place to learn and 
grow, ongoing relation-
ships with caring adult 
professionals, life en-
hancing programs and 
character development 
experiences, hope and op-
portunity. The local chap-
ter is located at 330 W. Las 
Cruces Ave. and can be 
contacted at 526-1519.
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