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Growing up in Carlsbad, Ashley Echavarria 

spent a lot of her time at the local Boys & 

Girls Club – so much time, she was selected 

as a Regional Youth winner and traveled the 

country as a spokesperson for the nonprofi t.

Echavarria said because of her experi-

ences with the Boys & Girls Club, she de-

cided at an early age she wanted to work for 

the organization.

“I told everyone I wanted to be president of 

the national organization,” said Echavarria, ex-

ecutive director and chief professional offi  cer of the 

Boys & Girls Club of Las Cruces. 

Aft er graduating from high school, Echavarria attended 

Northern Arizona University. While earning her bachelor’s 

degree in public relations, she worked for the local Boys & 

Girls Club, conducting its marketing.

Once she had her degree, she moved to Bryan-College 

Station, Texas, and worked at a club there. 

“At the end of a year, I was homesick,” she said. “I was 

ready to be back in New Mexico.”

Her ticket back to the Land of Enchantment was her 

master’s degree in communications from New Mexico State 

University.

Echavarria stayed with friends and worked a part-time job 

until a position with the Town of Mesilla opened up. She was 

there for about three years as she fi nished her degree.

“I enjoyed my job with Mesilla, but I was itching for a 

change,” she said, adding she began applying for 

Boys & Girls Club positions outside of the state. 

“I would interview and be a fi nalist and then, 

no dice.”

As fate would have it, her dream position 

became available in the City of the Crosses.

“I spoke at the fi rst Lou and Mary 

Henson Breakfast and had stayed in con-

tact with everyone,” she said. “I would come 

to events and volunteered. … Th e club had 

always been my home so I wanted to help out.

“It’s amazing how it all fell into place.”

Coming on board in August 2013, Echavarria 

has been able to use her experience – both profession-

al and as a “club kid” – to help navigate the local chapter.

“Every club is diff erent, each has its niche,” she said.  

“My No. 1 goal is to get us to a point that any kid who wants 

to – or needs to – come to the club can do so regardless of 

money or whatever. My vision is to serve as many kids as 

possible.”

She said aft er that goal is attained, she can then look at 

relocating from the current facility, a more than 100-year-

old former church on Las Cruces Avenue.

“I’d like to get into a new facility that lets us serve as many 

kids as possible and also set up satellite sites in other parts of 

the county,” she said. “Th at’s what the Boys & Girls Club is all 

about: being there for the kids who need us the most.” 

Having come full circle, Echavarria said the most reward-

ing part of her job is seeing all the kids whose lives are changed 

for the better by the Boys & Girls Club of Las Cruces.  

UP AND 
COMER Ashley Echavarria

Th e Optimist Club has looked for ways to assist youth 

and improve the community, and in 1963 it did just that 

when it started the Boys & Girls Club of Las Cruces.

With the help of the national organization – at that time 

a boxing club for boys – the local chapter began in a small 

former church at 501 N. Alameda Blvd. Club members put 

in long hours painting and remodeling the building, which 

included a boxing and exercise room in the basement cre-

ated by Ed and Sammy Burke.

Soon, the club outgrew the facility. Luckily, in 1965, an-

other building on Las Cruces Avenue – once the home of 

a Presbyterian church – became available. Several of the 

Optimist Club board directors signed personal notes at a 

local bank to purchase the property. During a board meet-

ing, E.J. Stern presented the board members with a clear 

title to the property aft er paying all the notes in full.

Over the last fi ve decades, the Boys & Girls Club of Las 

Cruces has seen several changes – girls began attending 

and the nonprofi t moved away from its solely boxing focus.

“Now we have three key areas of focus: academic success, 

healthy lifestyle and character and citizenship,” said Ashley 

Echavarria, Boys & Girls Club of Las Cruces executive direc-

tor and chief professional offi  cer. “Our No. 1 goal is to create 

a path to high school graduation and a successful future,.”  

Boys & Girls Club of Las Cruces
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