
I n c o  n i t u m

g





A u b r i e  M a r r i n

I n c o  n i t u m

g



Copyright ©



for Ryan Murphy





Table of Contents

Half-life 
13

America 
15

Avicularia, 1705, from Metamorphosis Insectorum Surinamensium 
17

The Anatomy of  Melancholy 
19

                                                                
The Naturalist, 1855 

21

Postcard to Millbook, I  
23

Wisdom of  God Manifested in the Works of  His Creation 
24

Mad Maudlin’s Search for Her Tom of  Bedlam 
26

Archaeopteryx, The Berlin Specimen, 1874
28

Postcard to Millbrook, II
30



Kolombangara
31

Seabirds 
33

Herculaneum 
34

Discourse on the Revolutionary Upheavals on the Surface of  the 
Globe and On the Changes They Have Produced in the Animal 

Kingdom
36

Sin Nombre Virus
39

Still Life
40

Calenture
42

A Naturalist in a Cannibal Land, 1903
44

Numbers 
46

Postcard to Millbrook, III 
48

Lord King God Bird 
49

Yucca Mountain
51

The Ivory-Billed Woodpecker, Plate CCLVI, from Birds of  
America 

52



Bower Bird 
54

Plasma and Poison 
56

Dinosaur Heart 
58

Specimen Days
60

Lazarus Taxa
62

Diorama with Richard Owen
64

Mastodon Dream
65

Postcard to Millbrook, IV
67

The Viviparous Quadrupeds of  North America
68

Ode
69

Notes

73

Aknowledgments

77





	 		  ...I’d have 
nightmares of  other islands 
stretching away from mine, infinities 
of  islands, islands spawning islands.... 
....knowing that I had to live 
on each and every one, eventually, 
for ages, registering their flora, 
their fauna, their geography.

 	                  —Elizabeth Bishop, “Crusoe in England”
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Half-Life

The maple tree in the yard 
halved from lightning,

bare hills saddled with
houses, hives 

of  development and the scourge 
of  bulldozed ground. 

There are the new strip malls, 
the polluted creek,

the paper pulp mill
up in flames.

Ignited suburban night, 
nightgown clouds 

for plumage, shadows 
without shirts.

It’s all part of  you 
and then—

I don’t mean
to disturb you.
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These are the seven days
of  clouds.

These are the ten days
of  clouds.

The middle of  June,
we take in

the hydrangeas because 
of  frost. 

I am speaking plainly here.  

The screen doors changed
to storm doors.

The peach tree lost  
to infestation,

fruitless and weepy
with golden sap.

The tranquilizers,

     
       little white 
       seeds—

they aren’t working.
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America

Parking lots laid with smoking asphalt 
in the night. 

     Did I tell you I was Little Miss Hudson Valley? 

 
Meltwater, dumped sediment, a glacier’s 
groove, what’s left behind.  
 
The last great boneyard disappears 
behind the sign

	 WE KNOW EVERY MOVE YOU MAKE
	 ARNOFF MOVING & SELF-STORAGE

 
The opossums have secret meetings 
in the trees.

Flashbulbs pop, they lift the plastered cast 
of  the Mastodon from the marl pit 
for the first time in Newburgh, New York. 
	

O eighteenth century 
American Monster, 

O Incognitum.

     Did I tell you my dress was white 
     and I rode in the parade?
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All night watchmen drive around 
car auction lots big as Texas. 
 
Blinking lights. Stop & Shop. 
We’re here. 


