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This reprise is dedicated to staunch Br’er Marsh.
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Grandmother’s Middle Name 
Was America
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 Grandmother’s Middle Name Was America was written in Venice, 
California in the summer of 1979. Wish I could say it sprang from my 
forehead. 
 Almost did. 
 Venice Beach was my office. And academy.

 ‘The Green Mountains…’ appeared in Montreal Writers’ Forum (June 
1979). 
 Grandmother’s Middle Name Was America was self-produced that 
summer as a broadside, about 75 copies, under the aegis of the Beyond 
Baroque Foundation; appeared in the Australian quarterly Scripsi (April 
1985) and was collected in Neckeverse (Newcastle upon Tyne: Galloping 
Dog Press, 1989). Further Than the Blood (Boston: Pressed Wafer, 2010) 
includes an excerpt.
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The Green Mountains in high summer haze
     invisible.

Dirt roads lead toward them
     regardless. 

Vapours cling like wet silk.

The woods,
     creeks and brilliant
       blue 
birds alarm
the casual walker.

The ready hiker 
holds a steady 
course
through obfuscating heat

approaching the near 
mountains
     invisible
through haze.
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Dominion Day in America

Cereal
 waves golden in North 
 American fields.

Dates
 utter the watchwords 
 of nations, flirting.

Palms
 crossed with silver 
 once told fortune 
 wave so long.

Mint
 the cool, milled coin
 the greenback more or 
 less par.

Tender
 the border north, 
 south.
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Hiroshima Day in America

         Alto 
    stratus 
      above

 the Pacific, sky the 

 color of morels.

 Bright

 victory this day… 
spots before the eyes

the increase of vain 
 works, peacetime

 permitting,

 re revolt never 

 tholed. Regret glad

  tidings:
    entente
         enfin.
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Ring Thy Bell

God’s own blue ache 
shines in a young 
lord’s face.

Young Ezra’s gold
earring didn’t
last. God’s

lips smile.
Old

Ezra’s purse.

Hiz
plainsong current.

Kempt
or frowzy,
toned or slack, old

testamental Ezra & 
God’s tempered 
Will be done.
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The Santa Monica Mountains
 invisible 
in high summer

 haze.

Cool sea 
breezes blow
wary traveller’s cares 

awry.

Pelicans glide and dive.

Still
 sand and palm
    fronds
rest.

The very sun is hid, 
drops red
between banks of

 haze.




