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Cockatoo

Melting white
  snow, freshet
    of crest and  

feather, from
  boulder to branch
    and into the  

air, arabesque
  of water
    that the sun  

slowly evaporates
  leaving a white
    trace only, a  

vapour, thinning
  in the 
    slag of air. 
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The Pressed Leaf 

A leaf, clamped  
between pages. 

As I take it  
out, it flakes  

against the air  
disintegrates. It  

leaves, on both  
pages, the print  

of its teeth  
holding its shadow  

up.  As, through
layers of rock  

it appears 
beyond mortality, a  

shape, that recurs 
again and again  

in the packed  
layers of tissue  

beneath the skull,  
a shadow  

haunting their  
white folds. 
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Chichen Itza 

They raised the sun
here, on maize and  

squashes, and put  
up emblems in the  

night, of sleek  
eyed jaguar and  

bat, to combat it.  
When the cobs  

fattened, and the jaws  
gripped, they threw  

out their hips, and  
laughed. Then moved  

them wider and  
wider, in an  

arc, a light on  
the trampelled grass  

full of quetzal  
and parrot feathers  

enlarging the space  
round their feet. 
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Schoolgirls

Shiny parabolas
you are fruit. The  

undulate air  
hangs round you.  

Your brown luxuriance
your cottoned gift  

exist in the  
dull water about  

your feet, your
socks turned up  

against it, whiteness
measuring us. 
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The Weaver  
(my father at Balnamore Mill, 
Antrim, 1921)  

His toes, under the
water, tapped dreamy
currents, and his
eyes traced the
irregular waifs of
vapour, slim as girls
floating into the vents.
He looked at them
through the window
tapering above the
stream, and there
in dreamy rivulets
the tributary spawned
eels for him. His
eyes, in the fluid
sensual movement
danced. His hands
were lost, in  
the slowly emerging
pattern that floated
on the loom. 





Uncollected
1981–1982
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Blackbird
   The yellow billed blackbird
   whistles from the blossomed whin

                               (9th Century Irish)

That branch   bunched with gold
would heap its treasure on the
listener     if that bird    billed
with yellow   could unloosen the hold
on its throat of centuries     filled
with a tongue that is foreign
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The Pauses

           Sound

  held           in the ear

             a curved

                       insistent shape

the fondled

            neck of a

          jar              moving

      through

            the room         so full

                   it seems

   to break
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               upon the tongue

with

                      half of its weight

                                                      else

                                         where  
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To the Tune: “Tao Lian Shi” by Li Yu

Growing deeper and deeper, my garden is quiet.  
And the small courtyard is empty. 
The cold beats in on a flurry of washing stones; the wind 
 continues.  
The long night shrugs its shoulders turns over, but doesn’t sleep:  
lies awake counting, till a thousand washing stones hammer 
 the moon into the curtain. 

  


