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PAUL’S MINISTRY TO THE GENTILES

‘After I had returned to Jerusalem and 
while I was praying in the temple, I fell into a trance 
and saw Jesus saying to me, “Hurry and get out of 

Jerusalem quickly, because they will not accept your 
testimony about me.” And I said, “Lord, they themselves 

know that in every synagogue I imprisoned and beat 
those who believed in you. And while the blood of 

your witness Stephen was shed, I myself was standing by, 
approving and keeping the coats of those who killed him.” 

Then he said to me, “Go, for I will send you 
far away to the Gentiles.” ’

ACTS 22:17-21
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SAUL AND THE STONING OF STEPHEN IN JERUSALEM

Then they dragged him out of the city and began 
to stone him; and the witnesses laid their 

coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 
While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, 

‘Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.’ Then he knelt down 
and cried out in a loud voice, ‘Lord, do not 

hold this sin against them.’ When he had said this, 
he died. And Saul approved of their killing him.

ACTS 7:58-8:1
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THE ROAD TO DAMASCUS

Now as he was going along and approaching Damascus, 
suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 

He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, 
‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?’ 

He asked, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ The reply came, 
‘I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 

But get up and enter the city, and you will be told 
what you are to do.’ The men who were travelling with 

him stood speechless because they heard the voice 
but saw no one. Saul got up from the ground, 

and though his eyes were open, he could see nothing; 
so they led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus. 

For three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank.
ACTS 9:3-9
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THE ROAD TO DAMASCUS

While I was on my way and approaching Damascus, 
about noon a great light from heaven suddenly 

shone about me. I fell to the ground and heard a voice 
saying to me, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?” 
I answered, “Who are you, Lord?” Then he said to me, 
“I am Jesus of Nazareth whom you are persecuting.” 

Now those who were with me saw the light but did not hear 
the voice of the one who was speaking to me. I asked, 

“What am I to do, Lord?” The Lord said to me, 
“Get up and go to Damascus; there you will be told everything 

that has been assigned to you to do.” Since I could not see 
because of the brightness of that light, those who were with me 

took my hand and led me to Damascus.
ACTS 22:6-11
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SAUL ESCAPES A DAMASCUS PRISON IN A BASKET

After some time had passed, the Jews plotted 
to kill him, but their plot became known to Saul. 

They were watching the gates day and night 
so that they might kill him; but his disciples took him 

by night and let him down through an opening 
in the wall, lowering him in a basket.

ACTS 9:23-25
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SAUL IN JERUSALEM WITH THE DISCIPLES

When he had come to Jerusalem, he attempted 
to join the disciples; and they were all afraid of him, 

for they did not believe that he was a disciple. 
But Barnabas took him, brought him to the apostles, 

and described for them how on the road he had 
seen the Lord, who had spoken to him, and how in 

Damascus he had spoken boldly in the name of Jesus. 
So he went in and out among them in Jerusalem, 

speaking boldly in the name of the Lord. He spoke and argued 
with the Hellenists; but they were attempting to kill him. 

When the believers learned of it, they brought him 
down to Caesarea and sent him off to Tarsus.

ACTS 9:26-30
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SAUL COMMISSIONED AT ANTIOCH

Now in the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: 
Barnabas, Simeon who was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, 

Manaen a member of the court of Herod the ruler, and Saul. 
While they were worshipping the Lord and fasting, 

the Holy Spirit said, ‘Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul 
for the work to which I have called them.’ 

Then after fasting and praying they laid their hands 
on them and sent them off.

ACTS 13:1-3
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THE STONING OF PAUL AT ICONIUM

But Jews came there from Antioch and 
Iconium and won over the crowds. Then they stoned Paul 

and dragged him out of the city, supposing 
that he was dead. But when the disciples surrounded him, 

he got up and went into the city. The next day he went 
on with Barnabas to Derbe.

ACTS 14:19-20
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PAUL AND BARNABAS VISIT THE CHURCH COMMUNITIES

Paul and Barnabas remained in Antioch, 
and there, with many others, they taught and proclaimed 

the word of the Lord. After some days Paul said to Barnabas, 
‘Come, let us return and visit the believers in every city where 

we proclaimed the word of the Lord and see how they are doing.’
ACTS 15:35-36
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PAUL AND SILAS IN PRISON IN PHILIPPI

They seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the 
market-place before the authorities. When they had brought 

them before the magistrates, they said, ‘These men are disturbing 
our city; they are Jews and are advocating customs that are 

not lawful for us as Romans to adopt or observe.’ The crowd joined 
in attacking them, and the magistrates had them stripped 

of their clothing and ordered them to be beaten with rods. 
After they had given them a severe flogging, they threw them 

into prison and ordered the jailer to keep them securely. 
Following these instructions, he put them in the innermost 

cell and fastened their feet in the stocks.
ACTS 16:19-24
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PAUL IN ATHENS

While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, 
he was deeply distressed to see that the city was 

full of idols. So he argued in the synagogue with the Jews 
and the devout persons, and also in the market-place every day 

with those who happened to be there. Also some Epicurean 
and Stoic philosophers debated with him. Some said, 

‘What does this babbler want to say?’ Others said, 
‘He seems to be a proclaimer of foreign divinities.’ (This was 

because he was telling the good news about Jesus 
and the resurrection.)

ACTS 17:16-18
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THE AREOPAGUS (HILL OF MARS), ATHENS

Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, ‘Athenians, I see how 
extremely religious you are in every way. For as I went through the city 

and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among them an altar 
with the inscription, “To an unknown god.” What therefore you worship as 

unknown, this I proclaim to you. The God who made the world and everything 
in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines 

made by human hands, nor is he served by human hands, as though he 
needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and 

all things. From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, 
and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the 

places where they would live, so that they would search for God and perhaps 
grope for him and find him - though indeed he is not far from each one of us. 

For “In him we live and move and have our being”.

ACTS 17:22-28
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PAUL AND AQUILA IN CORINTH

After this Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. 
There he found a Jew named Aquila, a native of Pontus, 
who had recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, 
because Claudius had ordered all Jews to leave Rome. 

Paul went to see them, and, because he was of the same trade, 
he stayed with them, and they worked together - 

by trade they were tentmakers.
ACTS 18:1-3
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PAUL ON TRIAL AT CORINTH

When Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, the Jews 
made a united attack on Paul and brought him before the tribunal. 

They said, ‘This man is persuading people to worship God 
in ways that are contrary to the law.’ Just as Paul was about to speak, 
Gallio said to the Jews, ‘If it were a matter of crime or serious villainy, 

I would be justified in accepting the complaint of you Jews; 
but since it is a matter of questions about words and names 

and your own law, see to it yourselves; I do not wish to be a judge 
of these matters.’ And he dismissed them from the tribunal. 

ACTS 18:12-17
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THE LIBRARY OF CELSUS, EPHESUS

While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the 
interior regions and came to Ephesus, 

where he found some disciples.
ACTS 19:1

      MAURICE RYAN       Travels with Paul      15



EPHESUS RECONSTRUCTED

He entered the synagogue and for three months 
spoke out boldly, and argued persuasively about 

the kingdom of God. When some stubbornly refused 
to believe and spoke evil of the Way before the 

congregation, he left them, taking the disciples with him, 
and argued daily in the lecture hall of Tyrannus. 

This continued for two years, so that all the residents of Asia, 
both Jews and Greeks, heard the word of the Lord.

ACTS 19:8-10
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ARTIST’S RECONSTRUCTION OF TEMPLE OF ARTEMIS, EPHESUS

But when the town clerk had quietened the crowd, he said, 
‘Citizens of Ephesus, who is there that does not know 
that the city of the Ephesians is the temple-keeper of 

the great Artemis and of the statue that fell from heaven?’
ACTS 19:35
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A RIOT IN THE THEATRE, EPHESUS

A man named Demetrius, a silversmith who made silver shrines 
of Artemis, brought no little business to the artisans. 

These he gathered together, with the workers of the same trade, and said, 
‘Men, you know that we get our wealth from this business. 

You also see and hear that not only in Ephesus but in almost the whole 
of Asia this Paul has persuaded and drawn away a considerable 

number of people by saying that gods made with hands are not gods. 
And there is danger not only that this trade of ours may come into 

disrepute but also that the temple of the great goddess Artemis 
will be scorned, and she will be deprived of her majesty that brought 

all Asia and the world to worship her.’ When they heard this, they were 
enraged and shouted, ‘Great is Artemis of the Ephesians!’ The city was 
filled with the confusion; and people rushed together to the theatre, 
dragging with them Gaius and Aristarchus, Macedonians who were 

Paul’s travelling-companions.
ACTS 19:24-29
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PAUL VISITS JAMES IN JERUSALEM

When we arrived in Jerusalem, the brothers welcomed 
us warmly. The next day Paul went with us to visit James; 

and all the elders were present. After greeting them, 
he related one by one the things that God had done 

among the Gentiles through his ministry.
ACTS 21:17-19
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PAUL ARRESTED IN CAESAREA MARITIMA

The next day they let the horsemen go on with him, 
while they returned to the barracks. When they came to Caesarea 

and delivered the letter to the governor, they presented 
Paul also before him. On reading the letter, he asked 
what province he belonged to, and when he learned 

that he was from Cilicia, he said, ‘I will give you a hearing 
when your accusers arrive.’ Then he ordered 

that he be kept under guard in Herod’s headquarters.
ACTS 23:32-35
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PAUL BEFORE GOVERNOR FESTUS APPEALS TO THE EMPEROR

But Festus, wishing to do the Jews a favour, asked Paul, 
‘Do you wish to go up to Jerusalem and be tried there 

before me on these charges?’ Paul said, ‘I am appealing to 
the emperor’s tribunal; this is where I should be tried. 

I have done no wrong to the Jews, as you very well know. 
Now if I am in the wrong and have committed something 

for which I deserve to die, I am not trying to escape death; 
but if there is nothing to their charges against me, 

no one can turn me over to them. I appeal to the emperor.’ 
Then Festus, after he had conferred with his council, replied, 

‘You have appealed to the emperor; to the emperor you will go.’
ACTS 25:9-12
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PAUL SHIPWRECKED AT MALTA

He ordered those who could swim to jump overboard first and 
make for the land, and the rest to follow, some on planks and 

others on pieces of the ship. And so it was that all were 
brought safely to land. After we had reached safety, 

we then learned that the island was called Malta. 
The natives showed us unusual kindness. 
Since it had begun to rain and was cold, 

they kindled a fire and welcomed all of us round it.
ACTS 27:43 - 28:2
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THE FORUM IN ROME

There we found believers and were invited to stay 
with them for seven days. And so we came to Rome. 

The believers from there, when they heard of us, 
came as far as the Forum of Appius and Three Taverns to meet us. 

On seeing them, Paul thanked God and took courage.
When we came into Rome, Paul was allowed 

to live by himself, with the soldier who was guarding him.
ACTS 28:14-16
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PAUL’S APPEARANCE

I do not want to seem as though I am trying to frighten you 
with my letters. For they say, “His letters are weighty and strong, 
but his bodily presence is weak, and his speech contemptible.”

2 CORINTHIANS 10:9-10
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PAUL THE WRITER

See what large letters I make when I am 
writing in my own hand!

GALATIANS 6:11

      MAURICE RYAN       Travels with Paul      25



ROMAN INSULA

WORKING FROM HOME

So deeply do we care for you that we are determined to share 
with you not only the gospel of God but also our own selves, 

because you have become very dear to us. You remember 
our labour and toil, brothers and sisters; we worked 

night and day, so that we might not burden any of you 
while we proclaimed to you the gospel of God. You are 

witnesses, and God also, how pure, upright, and blameless 
our conduct was towards you believers. As you know, 

we dealt with each one of you like a father with his children, 
urging and encouraging you and pleading that you 

should lead a life worthy of God, who calls you 
into his own kingdom and glory.

I THESSALONIANS 2:8-12
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PRISCILLA (PRISCA)

Greet Prisca and Aquila, who work with me in Christ Jesus, 
and who risked their necks for my life, 

to whom not only I give thanks, 
but also all the churches of the Gentiles.

ROMANS 16:3-4
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LYDIA AT PHILIPPI

A certain woman named Lydia, a worshipper of God, 
was listening to us; she was from the city of Thyatira 

and a dealer in purple cloth. The Lord opened her heart 
to listen eagerly to what was said by Paul. 

When she and her household were baptized, she urged us, saying, 
‘If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, 

come and stay at my home.’ And she prevailed upon us.
ACTS 16:14-15
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PHOEBE, DEACON AT CENCHREAE NEAR CORINTH

I commend to you our sister Phoebe, 
a deacon of the church at Cenchreae, 

so that you may welcome her in the Lord 
as is fitting for the saints, and help her in 

whatever she may require from you, 
for she has been a benefactor 
of many and of myself as well.

ROMANS 16:1-2
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CHLOE, A PROMINENT FIGURE IN THE CHURCH IN CORINTH

Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, 
by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

that all of you should be in agreement 
and that there should be no divisions among you, 
but that you should be united in the same mind 

and the same purpose. For it has been reported to me 
by Chloe’s people that there are 

quarrels among you, my brothers and sisters.
1 CORINTHIANS 1:10-11
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Introducing Paul

Paul is one of the most significant figures in the Christian scriptures. Much of what we know of his 
life and missionary career comes from the letters he wrote to various Christian Churches in the cities 
and towns dotted around the Mediterranean. He also has a major role in the account of the early 
Christian communities as told in the book of Acts. Acts is a narrative history of the early Christian 
Church, most probably written by the same person who wrote the gospel of Luke. Acts provides 
extensive details about Paul’s life and missionary journeys, his work and sermons and his relationship 
to the Christian communities, to Judaism and to the Roman authorities.

Unfortunately, the accounts of Paul in Acts do not always match precisely the information contained 
in his own letters. Many contemporary commentators believe the author of Acts did not know Paul’s 
letters, on the grounds that no evidence of material from the letters can be found in Acts. The author 
of Acts does not allude to the fact that Paul even wrote letters. Also, many important aspects of 
Paul’s life and career are obscured from modern readers due to the lack of corroborating evidence 
from other historical sources outside the bible.

The earliest recorded writings in the New Testament are the letters of Paul. Paul’s letters were 
composed before the four gospels. Indeed, Paul was most likely executed in Rome before the 
gospels and many of the other works of the Christian scriptures were composed. Paul’s letters are 
a collection of writings to already established  Christian communities, composed in response to a 
variety of questions on Christian faith and the life of faith that was to be lived in diverse cultural 
contexts. The letters aimed to encourage people in their faith, instruct them on points of faith and 
life, and confront and respond to questions and disputes. The letters were composed over a period 
of about ten years from the late 40s to the mid to late 50s CE. They were originally composed in 
Greek. In a sense, the writing of letters was a secondary concern for Paul whose main ambition was 
preaching the gospel of Jesus the Christ.

How many of the letters (or epistles) were written by Paul is an issue debated by scholars. Paul 
certainly wrote some of the letters that bear his name. Others were probably written by Paul’s 
followers and supporters in his name, some even after Paul himself had died. The same could be 
said of New Testament letters attributed to Peter, James and Jude. In all, thirteen New Testament 
books include the name of Paul in their title. A majority of scholars claims that seven of these books 
were written by Paul himself: 1 Thessalonians, Galatians, 1 and 2 Corinthians, Philippians, Philemon 
and Romans. In addition, many scholars accept that Philippians and 2 Corinthians may have been 
composite collections - the result of joining together two or more letters into a unified whole in each 
case. It is not easy to see where the merging of different letters into one has occurred and the task 
of identifying these redactions (or, editing) is a topic of ongoing discussion for scholars.

Paul wrote at least two of his letters - Philemon and Philippians - while he was in prison or under 
some form of house arrest. These works make a weighty contribution to the world’s corpus of 
“prison letters”; they share with this literature an acute sense of the pain and suffering endured 
while incarcerated. But in Philippians, for example, we can note Paul’s customary spirit of joy and 
thanksgiving for the Philippian Christians for their partnership with him in God’s work.
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Paul’s Early Life

Paul was born sometime around the turn of the eras, but we cannot be sure exactly when. He 
himself never tells us when or where he was born, but his Roman name, Paulus, indicates that he 
was probably born in a Roman town. It seems that Paul had two names: Saul was his Jewish name; 
Paul (or Paulus the Latin word for small or humble) was a Roman name that he may have used in his 
contacts in the world beyond the Jewish communities. 

The use of two names - one Jewish, the other Greek or Roman - by Jews living in non-Jewish cities 
was a common practice. The two names were often chosen for their similarity of sound, as was the 
case with Paul. The book of Acts 23:16 mentions that he had a sister and a nephew. There is no 
indication that he was ever married, though some scholars argue that he may have been widowed 
based on the evidence of 1 Corinthians 7:8 where Paul states, “I say to the unmarried and the 
widowed, ‘It is good for them to remain as I am’.” Some commentators emphasise the likelihood of 
Paul’s unmarried state; others his likely widowhood.

In Acts 22:3, Paul is identified as having been born in Tarsus, a Greco-Roman city in Cilicia, located in 
modern-day Turkey. The city had a large and thriving population of Jews. It was a centre of trade and 
commerce with an illustrious history. Tarsus was well known also as a centre of cultural refinement, 
education and philosophy. Any child brought up in this town would have access to a rich cultural 
environment. Paul boasted about his hometown, saying that he was “a Jew, of Tarsus in Cilicia, a 
citizen of no mean city” (Acts 21:39).

Roman authorities respected the right of Tarsus as a free city and its inhabitants consequently 
enjoyed the full rights of Roman citizenship. Later in life, Paul would claim his rights as a Roman 
citizen in his dispute with officials of the Empire. Paul’s upbringing among Jews in a culturally diverse 
Gentile city would have prepared him well for his work as a Christian missionary to the Gentiles. Paul 
spoke at least two languages: he wrote (or dictated) his letters in Greek and spoke to the people 
of Jerusalem in the Hebrew language (Acts 21:40) which probably meant that he spoke to them in 
Aramaic, the language of ordinary Palestinian Jews. In Tarsus, Paul must have been exposed to the 
diversity of religious and philosophical systems - Epicureans, Cynics, Stoics, Pythagoreans and so on 
- that he would later encounter on his missionary journeys.

Paul was a life-long Pharisee who never renounced his Phariseeism. Pharisees were a lay group 
within first century Jewish society. They were well-schooled and advocated a serious observance of 
the Jewish law. Paul appears to have been educated in Jerusalem by the renowned rabbi Gamaliel if 
we are to accept his testimony recorded in Acts where he claims: “I am a Jew, born in Tarsus in Cilicia, 
but brought up in this city [Jerusalem] at the feet of Gamaliel educated according to our ancestral 
law” (Acts 22:3). Paul was most likely a few years younger than Jesus of Nazareth; they may have 
been in Jerusalem at the same time, but there is no indication they met during Jesus’ public ministry.
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Paul the Tentmaker

By  trade, Paul was a tentmaker. Tents, boat sails and cloth roof coverings for outdoor theatres and 
stadiums were in high demand in the ancient Mediterranean world. The skills involved in working 
the rough woven fabric were specialised and passed on to the rising generations in families and craft 
guilds. Some scholars suggest that leatherwork was part of the repertoire of such artisans and these 
scholars prefer to identify Paul primarily as a leatherworker.

In Judaism, the rabbis were expected to undertake a trade and Paul seems to have followed this 
practice in his Christian missionary work. In Corinth, for example, he stayed with the Jewish husband 
and wife couple  from Rome - Aquila and Priscilla - who, like Paul, were tentmakers (Acts 18:1-3). 
Paul honours them to their former Roman community for having “risked their necks for my life” for 
an unspecified act of bravery on Paul’s behalf (Romans 16:4).

Paul was able to support himself in his missionary work by using his craft skills. This meant he was 
not dependent upon the support of the Christian communities - a point he emphasised in his claims 
to the Thessalonians that he worked “night and day in order not to burden any of you, we proclaimed 
to you the gospel of God” (1 Thessalonians 2:9).

Paul was able to maintain the genuine character of his ministry; he could never stand accused of 
being one of the “false apostles, deceitful workmen, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ” 
(2 Corinthians 11:13) who profited personally from appearing to preach in God’s name. The one 
exception to this rule seems to have been in relation to Christians in Philippi who supported Paul 
on a number of occasions : “you sent me help for my needs more than once” (Philippians 4:15-16).

Paul was not one of the original disciples of Jesus and it is unlikely that the two ever met despite 
the fact that they were close in age and may have been in Jerusalem at the same time, though this 
has never been verified. Paul’s childhood in Tarsus was probably succeeded by his young adulthood 
in Jerusalem. He began his life as a zealous Pharisee and spent some of his early career persecuting 
Christians. He was present at the execution by Jews of Stephen, a follower of the Jesus movement. 
Paul is said to have approved of this killing (Acts 7:58-8:1). 

In Paul’s time, the Pharisees were a major and well established religious and political party. They 
represented the beliefs and practices of a large part of the Jewish community. Their primary focus 
was holiness based on observation of the Jewish Law. The Pharisees contained within their ranks 
a number of enthusiastic students and teachers of the Law. Paul was one such zealous Pharisee. 
According the author of Acts, Paul was “educated according to the strict manner of the law of our 
fathers at the feet of Gamaliel” (Acts 22:3) a respected teacher of the Pharisees who established a 
school in Jerusalem between 20 and 50 CE. 

The Pharisees shared many teachings and ideas with the new Christian movement, such as their 
beliefs in a coming messiah, angels and spirits, resurrection and an after-life. But, members of the 
Christian movement within Judaism conflicted with the Pharisees on particular issues, especially the 
acknowledgement of Jesus of Nazareth as the promised Messiah.
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Paul’s Conversion

At some point in his adult life - the exact age is not easily determined - Paul experienced an acute 
re-orientation of his life’s values and goals. This conversion from zealous Pharisee who was involved 
in persecuting followers of Jesus to a committed supporter of the movement established by Jesus 
is central to understanding Paul, his mission and his religious views. The circumstances of his 
conversion are shrouded in uncertainty. Some details in the New Testament accounts are not able 
to be reconciled. Paul wrote about his conversion experience in the first chapter of his letter to 
the Galatians. The events of his conversion occurred near Damascus. In his own words, he had a 
“revelation of Jesus Christ” (Galatians 1:12) he became a “servant of Christ” (Galatians 1:10). From 
this point on, Paul seems to have dedicated himself to the cause of convincing people throughout 
the Roman Empire to join the Christian movement.

We would like to know more about the nature of his conversion - his psychological state, the causes 
and circumstances of what happened - but Paul himself is mostly silent in his letters about these 
features. This event caused in him a major re-evaluation of the course and purpose of his life. 
Sometime, probably around the years 33 to 36, Paul abandoned his previous ways to become a 
follower of Jesus and an “apostle to the Gentiles” (Romans 11:13). If this dating is accurate, then 
the conversion of Paul occurred about three to five years after the crucifixion of Jesus of Nazareth in 
Jerusalem. At this early stage in the Christian movement, traditions about Jesus were fluid and still 
developing. Paul himself may have been one who influenced the shape and content of the Jesus’ 
traditions that would later be represented in the gospels and other New Testament writings.

In the book of Acts, the events of Paul’s conversion are mentioned three times. In a narrative account 
in Acts 9:3-19, Saul is portrayed on his way to Damascus, “still breathing murderous threats” against 
the Christians. Along the way he encounters a flashing light in the sky and a disembodied voice that 
asks him why he is persecuting Jesus. Shocked, Paul and his companions decamp to Damascus where 
Paul takes three days to recover from his blinding experience.

In passing, you should note that the telling of the story in Acts is different in some details from the 
way that Christian preachers and artists have rendered the scene. Paul is often seen as being thrown 
from a horse: there is no mention of him riding any animals in the biblical accounts of the incident. The 
emphasis in the account in Acts is on Paul as a divinely chosen instrument of mission to the Gentiles.

In Acts 22:6-16 and 26:12-18, the events of Paul’s conversion are recounted in speeches before 
various people. In each account, some specific details vary - who actually hears the heavenly voice 
and whether Paul’s companions stand or fall to the ground. The author of Acts is more concerned to 
establish the pre-eminence of Paul for his career as a Christian missionary. Paul’s age at the time of 
his conversion to Christianity is not known. Regardless of his age, Paul quite transparently considered 
the events on the way to Damascus to be the most pivotal in his life. The course of his life turned 
on the significance he saw in what happened then. After this event, Paul became one of the most 
energetic and influential leaders of the Christian movement.
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