
Fuel Reduction and 
implications of the 
10/30 legislation 

Introduction 
Although the intent of the 10/30 legislation is to allow 
residents to clear vegetation to improve fire safety 
without permit requirements, a balance between 
vegetation/fuel reduction and preservation of the 
natural environment is valued by the Shire and many 
of its residents. 
While the protection of life is paramount, it is critical 
that residents and council work together to strike the 
right balance between safety, and the preservation of 
the natural environment and land stability. 
It is important to note that the CFA and other 
responsible authorities may require fuel reduction on 
private land in the declared Fire Danger Period. 
Slashing, pruning or lopping, rather than removing 
the root systems of plants, is preferable as it allows 
for the renewal of landscapes and biodiversity in the 
winter/spring months, rather than permanent loss of 
vegetation. 
It is also worth noting that ground storey vegetation 
and trees play an important role in soil stability and 
erosion control. This is particularly critical in areas of 
the Shire classified as Landslip Risk (Erosion 
Management Overlay). 
Bushfires are fuelled by the amount and arrangement 
of surface and near-surface fine fuels, including leaf 
litter, twigs and shrubs. Trees and elevated fuels 
such as bark can contribute to extreme fire 

behaviour; however bushfires rely on fine fuels on the 
surface to develop speed and intensity. 
While vegetation contributes to fuel loads it is 
important to note that spark and ember attack is the 
main cause of building ignition. Simple actions such 
as cleaning your gutters, removing leaves and debris 
from your roof, removing wood piles away from your 
house, and trimming overhanging branches 
contribute to protecting you home. 
Carefully managing fuel around your home is the 
most important first step and has the least effect 
on the surrounding natural environment. 
When removing vegetation on your property, 
removing those species with the least 
environmental value will help to retain a balance 
between bushfire protection and conservation 
outcomes. 

WEEDS 
Environmental Weeds are prevalent throughout the 
Shire and will increase vegetation cover and fuel 
loads on any affected site. Although certain native 
species are highly flammable, all plants are 
flammable in dry conditions. Common environmental 
weeds that can contribute significantly to fuel loads 
include sweet pittosporum, red cestrum, holly, 
honeysuckle and broom. These weeds and others 
often dominate the middle storey and provide an 
elevated fuel source, a critical factor causing fire to 
escalate and spread with increased intensity. 
The Shire recommends that residents first clear their 
block of environmental weeds, and then re-assess 
fuel loads before making decisions about the removal 
of local native vegetation. 

GRASS AND OTHER GROUND STOREY 
While the 10/30 exemptions allow the removal of all 
ground storey within 30 metres of a dwelling, periodic 
slashing of ground storey to 100mm in height is far 
more desirable. Total clearing of ground storey 
vegetation creates erosion, potential landslip, 
increased weed invasion and seriously degrades 
amenity and biodiversity values. 
Retaining ground level vegetation to 100mm is critical 
during the Fire Danger Period and meets the required 
CFA guidelines. Periodic ground storey modification 
is a temporary measure that allows for regrowth and 
the renewal of landscapes in the winter/spring 
months, rather than permanent loss through clearing. 



LOGS/DEAD TREES 
The removal of standing dead trees and logs is a 
major factor in the loss of biodiversity and habitat. 
Fallen dead wood provides important habitat for a 
suite of insect species, which depend on decaying 
wood for their survival and play an important role in 
forest and woodland ecosystems. 
Standing dead trees and logs are not considered a 
substantial fire risk – a view supported by the CFA. 
Logs only tend to burn when they are decomposing 
and fragmented, or when they are surrounded by a 
heavy accumulation of fine fuels. If logs do ignite, 
they contribute little to the flame front.  
Prioritise the removal of logs and remove fine fuels 
around logs to eliminate a source of ignition. 

LIVE TREES  
While all vegetation provides important habitat, trees 
usually provide the greatest biodiversity and habitat 
value on residential blocks. One of the greatest 
attractions of living in Yarra Ranges is the natural 
landscape and vegetation, which supports a range of 
fauna that we can experience at close-range. 
Most of the 304 native fauna species found in Yarra 
Ranges rely on trees for nesting, roosting and 
foraging. Approximately 25% of these fully or partially 
depend on the existence of natural hollows for 
survival. Medium and large trees are more likely to 
have hollows, therefore the ongoing loss of trees 
(both dead and alive) is a major threat to Australia’s 
biodiversity. Smaller hollows (which can occur in 
trees as small as 60cm circumference and may not 
be visible from the ground) provide habitat for fauna 
including microbats, small birds and reptiles. 
Trees can also be an effective barrier to both heat 
radiation and flying embers because fire travels faster 
though grassland or open forest, than it does through 
a denser environment. Research has found that in a 
bushfire, trees and vegetation can reduce the wind 
speed and slow down a fire. 

RISK DISCLAIMER 
The actions prescribed in this document do not 
guarantee protection of property from wildfire. Factors 
such as aspect, slope, wind speed, humidity and 
extreme temperatures influence the likelihood and 
severity of a wildfire.  
Fuel and vegetation management is just one in a 
suite of measures to protect life and property from 
wildfire including:  
• the preparation of your household’s bushfire 

survival/response plan  
• house location, including aspect and 

surrounding land form  
• the building structure and materials and  
• available water supply, including tanks and 

swimming pools, pumps or sprinkler systems. 

LEAF LITTER 
Although trees and larger vegetation may be a fuel 
hazard in some situations, the most volatile fuels are 
dead undergrowth, fallen branches, leaf litter, long 
dry grass, fallen leaves and twigs. Anything that is 
smaller in diameter than your little finger is a fine fuel.   
Although leaf litter is important  in most eco-systems, 
its role is less critical in most residential blocks and its 
removal has less impact on biodiversity compared 
with trees and vegetation. Removing leaf litter is a 
key priority for fuel reduction. 

SHRUBS/ELEVATED FUELS 
The CFA defines elevated fuels as shrubs and 
suspended dead material, not trees. While native 
shrubs provide valuable habitat and biodiversity they 
can pose a risk within the 30 metre zone. However, 
the risk is vastly reduced if shrubs are isolated from 
canopy trees. Pruning/removing shrubs underneath 
canopy trees eliminates the primary cause of fire 
escalating from the ground layer to the canopy crown. 
CFA fuel reduction recommendations for  the 30 
metre zone state that elevated fuels must not exceed 
50%; this includes requirements for dry shrubs to be 
isolated in small clumps more than 10m from the 
building. These guidelines allow the landowner some 
discretion to manage fire risk and preserve 
biodiversity and landscape values. Within these 
standards there are opportunities for strategic fuel 
reduction i.e. retaining clumps of shrubs situated 
away from canopy trees. 

BARK 
Managing indigenous vegetation for fuel reduction 
includes a number of techniques which do not 
necessarily mean vegetation removal.  
A key objective of managing vegetation for fire safety 
is reducing the opportunities for vegetation to ignite 
and restricting the spread of fire.  Reducing the ability 
of a ground fire to burn a pathway up into the canopy 
of trees can be achieved by the following techniques: 
• pruning lower branches of a tree up to two 

metres above the ground; 
• selectively removing shrubs close to trees to 

restrict ground fire to ignite lower branches and 
loose bark; 

• removing loose ribbons of bark hanging over 
branches lower down the tree trunk and above 
understorey shrubs and, 

• removing dead twigs and leaves from trees 
near the ground, as well as higher up the tree. 

While loose bark may be removed, bark attached to 
the tree trunk is critical for tree health and should be 
retained. Bark provides a protection layer for the 
growing parts of the plant and habitat for insects and 
bats. The insects in turn provide a rich food source 
for other species including the endangered 
Leadbeaters Possum, the Yellow Bellied Glider and 
bird species including Helmeted Honeyeaters.  



solutions for new dwellings that consider site layout, 
vegetation management and construction.  
What is landslip? 
A landslip can occur when the ground is not strong 
enough to support its own weight, causing a slope to 
collapse. This slippage can result in significant 
damage to buildings and a risk to life – both on and 
below the landslip area.  
A landslip is most likely to happen after long periods 
of heavy rain when the ground is soft and at its 
heaviest; geology, soil type, and topography are also 
contributing factors.  
Vegetation helps to reduce the risk of landslips by 
drawing moisture out of the ground, and the roots of 
plants, particularly trees hold the ground together. 
The loss of forest cover has a  
destabilising effect on the soil, when extensive root 
systems that bind the soil have largely gone and 
excess water formerly used by trees remains in the 
soil. 
Landscaping with understorey plants. 
All plants, whether they are exotic or Australian, will 
burn when subjected to sufficient heat. Different fire 
conditions have varying effects on the same species. 
Well-planned tree and shrub planting conserves 
moisture; serves as a wind break by absorbing and 
deflecting radiant heat from the fire and acts as a 
barrier to flying sparks and embers. In any area likely 
to be subject to bushfires, attention must be given to 
proper planning and regular maintenance. The 
following factors should be considered: 
• Plant trees at least 5 m from house to allow 

clear access. Have paved sections such as 
paths and barbecue areas and/or a pebble 
garden with herbs near to the house. 

• Position pools, tennis courts, etc., between 
house and direct line of fire threat. A lawn is a 
clear space that can be used as a fire break. 

• Space shrubs to avoid a continuous canopy 
that may carry fire. Careful arrangement of 
plants is essential. 

• Use plants around the house that can be 
pruned when fire threatens. Trees and shrubs 
with lignotubers will re-sprout and recover 
quickly if it is necessary to cut them back hard 
in the face of threatening fire. 

• Monitor the growth of trees and shrubs so that 
pruning is maintained, dead limbs removed, 
leaves put into compost bins with lids. 

• Avoid combustible door mats and brush 
fences. Use draft sealers around doors and 
screens on windows. 

The role of trees in protection from radiant heat. 
Mature trees can provide useful shields against 
radiant heat and embers and can play a useful role in 
protecting against bushfire.  

WHAT THE 10/30 LEGISLATION MEANS 
IN YARRA RANGES 
The ‘10/30 right’. 
The ‘10/30 right’ allows property owners to clear any 
vegetation, including trees, within 10 metres of a 
house and any vegetation except for trees within 30 
metres of a building used for accommodation, without 
the need for a permit. Residents are also allowed to 
clear all vegetation, including trees, for a combined 
maximum width of four metres either side of the 
property boundary fence. 
The 10/30 right and fenceline clearing.  
Under the 10/30 right, a landowner can remove all 
native vegetation from either side of their property 
boundary fence to a combined maximum width of 4 
metres without a permit. The extent of clearing needs 
to be negotiated with neighbouring property owners. 
You can only clear native vegetation on property you 
own. If you are renting or want to clear vegetation on 
other properties including public reserves or 
roadsides, you need the written permission of the 
landowner or relevant public land manager. 
Planning permit requirements for the removal of 
vegetation. 
An application to the Shire’s planning department is 
still required for any vegetation outside the scope of 
the 10/30 exemptions.—that is, trees beyond the 10m  
zone and native vegetation outside the 30m zone. 
Protection of buildings not used for 
accommodation. 
The intent of the 10/30 rule is to protect human life 
and homes. The exemptions allow removal of specific 
vegetation within 30 metres of a dwelling—it doesn’t 
include outbuildings such as sheds and stables. 
How 10/30 affects the building of new homes. 
The interim measures do not directly affect the 
building of new homes. 
When positioning new buildings, it is expected that 
every effort is made to avoid native vegetation 
removal and to provide a 10 metre separation 
between native vegetation and the new dwelling.  
The importance of considering aspect and slope 
when assessing fire risk. 
Vegetation is only one component of fire risk. As 
outlined in the CFA Building in a Wildfire 
Management Overlay Applicants Kit 2007 and 
the Building Commission’s Guide to Assessing Your 
Property’s Bush Fire Attack Level (BAL) 2009, factors 
such as topography, aspect and the ability of a 
dwelling to withstand ember attack or radiant heat 
must also be considered. Vegetation type also 
determines the level of fire risk.  
The Building Code of Australia 2009 and AS 3959 
2009 providese the regulations for new buildings and 
requirements for buildings in bushfire-prone areas. 
The Shire and the CFA support the alignment of 
planning and building controls to provide flexible 


